IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


1.1 


Ui§2A     B25 

|io  ^^"   nsi 
lalii  |22 


itt 

u 


lAO 


1 

L25  II  1.4 

iJi^ 

^ 

6"     — 

► 

.<rA^ 


r/i 


\\ 


'^. 


iV 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Instituta  for  Historical  MicrorMproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  da  microraproductiona  liiatoriquaa 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notaa/Notaa  tachniquaa  at  bibiiographiquaa 


Tha  Inatituta  haa  attamptad  to  obtain  tha  baat 
originMl  copy  availabia  for  filming.  Faaturaa  of  thia 
copy  which  may  ba  bibliographically  uniqua, 
which  may  altar  any  of  tha  imagaa  In  tha 
raproduction.  or  which  may  significantly  changa 
tha  uauai  mathod  of  filming,  ara  chackad  balow. 


nColourad  covara.' 
Couvartura  da  couiaur 


r~|   Covara  damagad/ 


D 


D 


D 
D 


D 


D 


Couvartura  andommagia 


Covara  raatorad  and/or  laminatad/ 
Couvartura  raataurAa  at/ou  palliculAa 


pn   Covar  titia  miaaing/ 


La  titra  da  couvartura  manqua 


Colourad  mapa/ 

Cartaa  gAographiquaa  un  couiaur 


□    Colourad  ink  (i.a.  othar  than  blua  or  black)/ 
Encra  do  couiaur  (i.a.  autrs  qua  blaua  ou  noiral 

I     I    Colourad  plataa  and/or  illuatrationa/ 


Planchaa  at/ou  illuatrationa  an  couiaur 


Bound  with  othar  matarial/ 
RalM  avae  d'autraa  documanta 


Tight  binding  may  cauaa  shadowa  or  distortion 
along  intarfor  margin/ 

La  r«  liura  sarria  paut  cauaar  da  I'ombra  ou  da  la 
diatorsion  la  tong  da  la  marga  intiriaura 

Blank  laavaa  addad  during  raatoration  may 
appaar  within  tha  taxt.  Whanavar  possibla.  thasa 
hava  baan  omittad  from  filming/ 
II  sa  paut  qua  cartainaa  pagaa  blanches  ajoutiaa 
lors  d'una  raatauration  apparaiaaant  dana  la  taxta. 
maia,  iarsqua  eala  4tait  possibla,  cas  pagas  n'ont 
paa  it*  film^aa. 

Additional  commanta:/ 
Commantairaa  supplimantairas; 


Thai 
toth 


L'Inatitut  a  microfilm*  la  maillaur  examplaira 
qu'il  lui  i  it*  possibla  da  sa  procurar.  Las  details 
da  cat  axampiaira  qui  sont  paut-*tra  uniquas  du 
point  da  vua  bibliographiqua.  qui  pauvant  modifier 
una  image  reproduite.  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dana  la  mithoda  normale  de  fiimage 
sont  indiquis  ci-dessous. 


□   Coloured  pagaa/ 
Pagaa 


D 


Pagaa  da  couiaur 

Pagaa  damaged/ 
Pagea  endommagies 

Pagaa  raatorad  and/oi 

Pagaa  reatauriaa  at/ou  pelliculies 

Pagae  discoloured,  stained  or  foxei 
Pagea  dicoiories,  tacheties  ou  piquies 


r^   Pagaa  damaged/ 

nn   Pagaa  raatorad  and/or  laminated/ 

rri    Pagaa  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 


The  I 
poss 
of  th 
fiimi 


Origi 
begli 
the  I 
sion, 
othe 
first 
sion, 
or  ill 


□   Pagaa  detached/ 
Pagaa  ditachies 

0Showthrough/ 
Tranaparence 

r^   Quality  of  print  variaa/ 


Qualiti  inigale  de  ('impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprand  du  material  supplimentaira 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Mition  disponible 


The 
shall 
TINl 
whie 

Map 
diffe 
entir 
begii 
right 
requ 
metl 


Pagaa  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  nrrata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmad  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Lee  pagea  totalament  ou  partiallement 
obscurcies  par  un  fauillet  d'errata.  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  4ti  filmies  k  nouveau  da  fapon  A 
obtanir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  tha  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  eat  film*  au  taux  da  reduction  indiqui  ci-deasous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

aox 

/ 

i 
1 

12X 


16X 


aox 


24X 


28X 


32X 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thank* 
to  the  generosity  of: 

National  Library  of  Canada 


L'exemplaire  filmA  fut  reproduit  grAce  h  la 
g^nArositi  de: 

BibiiothAque  nationale  du  Canada 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Les  Images  sulvantes  ont  ht€  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  netteti  de  l'exemplaire  filmA,  et  en 
conformitA  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  Isst  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  Illustrated  Impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printet-i 
or  illustrated  Impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  ^»>  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 

Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  !eft  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  trames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  Illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  exemplaires  origlnaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  ImprlmAe  sont  filmte  en  commenpant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  termlnant  soit  par  la 
dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustratlon,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
orlginaux  sont  filmte  en  commen9ant  par  la 
premlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  termlnant  par 
la  derniAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaltra  sur  la 
dernlAre  Image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  —^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atre 
filmAs  A  des  taux  de  reduction  dlff6rents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  cllchA,  il  est  filmA  A  partir 
de  Tangle  supArleur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'Imsges  nAcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mAthode. 


1 

2 

3 

1 


6 


\ 


BIOGRAPHICAL,  LITERARY, 


POLITICAL 


'# 


ANECDOTES, 


or  8IVXRAL  or 


THE  MOST  EMINENT  PERSONS 


OF 


THE  PRESENT  AGE. 

NEVER   BEFORE    PRINTED., 


WITH   AM 


APPENDIX; 


CONSISTING   or  / 

ORICINAL,  EXPLANATORY,  AND  SCARCE 
PAPERS, 


BY   THC 


AUTHOR  OF  ANECDOTES  OF  THE  LATE  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 


BISTOHIAM,  OMNIUM    8KC»«T0EVM    MEMOKIAM    DICD.— CkTW. 

IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 
PVLUME  III 


LONDON: 

rWNTSD  FOR  T.  N.  LONGMAN,   AND  U  B.  JBHLBT,   IN 
PATKR-NOSTER-ROW. 

1707. 


J 
I 


T.HE 


CONTENTS 


'jyn 


•r   THS 


THE    THIRD    VOLIfME. 


A 
B 


FBcG 


H 

I 
K 
L  . 


-  The  Whig,  by  Junius.  .  ./rem  page  ,  to     .6 

-Defence  of  JUrdChancellorHarr  ^ 

wicke _ 

-  The  :Coun.o-  Ge„dem»;  i,;  i^i  ''  '°    «»• 

Bifliop  of  Offory.  . 

Major  Ca^twright'/Letter:  *.  \li    ''  ''  ''^' 
Mr.  Burke's  Anfwer.  .  .         ,,. 

-  Papers  on  Sir  John  Dalryinpiet 

Memoirs  of  Great  Britain.  .  .  ,20  to  .^fi 

-  Letters  on  the  Sale  of  Places  [1 1 

^^Two  Letters  on    the  Political  *"  ''^'' 

Condua  of  LordMansfieltL  bv 

MeiTrs.  Burkes.   ...  ,.„  *        ^ 

-  Letter  on  the  Seizure  of  Papers*  *^ 

by  Lord  Temple.  .....     '   ,^,  ,^  , 

•  Letter  from  Albemarle  Street 't^    ^^        ^^' 

the  Cocoa  Tree,  by  the  fame.     ,96  to  214 

•  Pnnciples  of  the  L.e  Changes,  by  ^* 

the  fame.   ... 


ii  CONTENTS. 

M  — ~~  Account  of  the  Duel  between 
Mr.  Whately  and  Mr.  Temple, 
now  Sir  John  Temple;  with 
the  Letters  which  paffed  be- 
tween them,  and  their  friends.  .  236  to  273- 
Pr.  Franklin's  Letter  on  that  fub- 
'  jeft •  V  •   •  •  *  ^55' 

N  —  Account  of  the  Duel  between  Lord 
George  Germain  and  Governor 
Johnftone 274  to  278. 

O  On  the  management  of  the  London 

Gazette,  by  Mefirs.  Burkes.    . 
Of  the  Duel  between  Lord  Townf- 

hend  and  Lord  Bellamont.  .  .  .  278  to  3f02r. 

P  Sir  George  >Savile's  Letter  to  the 

Gentlemen)  &c.  of  the  County     » 

of  York 303  to  314. 

Q  Proceedings  of  the  Chamber  of 

Manufafturers.    .   . 314  to  361. 

R TheYorkfliireQueftion,byMeffrs. 

Burkes. 362  to  384* 

S   — *-  Cafe  of   the    late  (Henry)   Lord 

Holland,  with  the  Papers.  ...  385  to  398. 

T  Mr.  Burke's  Speeches  at  Briftol : 

not  in  his  Works 39^  to  410. 


ERRATA. 

Vol.  I.  Page  17,  line  14,  for  4791,  read  1781. 
Vol.U.P«|e  4$,  fine  71  a/itrnnxtt  «i/^Dat. 


APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


0  Y*%j 


ISXPLANATORy  AND  SCARCE  ^APERS, 

ITheJx/oUcwing  papers  were  pubiykcd  in  one  qfih  Lcndcn 

fnormng  newspapers,  tvhm  %ri  North  tualMM^^k 

0  tfufnonths  of  drvemh^and  December,  Tja^^J^Z 

\,   mnth^  of  January  t^^aKck,  17^9.]^^^'^*^ 

T.%lA)  1     ■     , 

,  -m  m  .THE  GOOD  ipEOPLE  OF  ENGL  ANDt  /,  og 


■r-?t 


THE   WHIG. 


Ir, 
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pl«;are  obfelet^v  thoiSgh  I  am  awJe  that 
the  name  is^nbtin'  fuch  rV<a.  nor  ihe  prin 
c.pks  7./  fo  adtiv«,  as  at  the'^eriod  of  X 
Revolution      Birt.  if  I  did  ndt  feel  myfe^f 
warranted,  in  the  hope- that  la'ddrefs  a  pZei 
ful  body  of  my   countrymen,   when  I  call 
on  my  brethren  of  Tie' Good  O/dCatfi    I 
would  not  wafte  my  labour  on  a  de£te 
theme,  nor  p,«fane^thfe  dodrine  oflllT 
by  dtfcuffing  it  to  unanimous  flaves.  ^' 

AS^'Xi^'Jr'  ^^!."  ♦""'nphant  in 
America.     Whigg:ifm  we  fee  prepanW  her 
frmmphm  Ireland.  Let  us  hope,  lefus  prove 
thather  facred  flame  is  not  extUi„'E:,Kd: 

/  ^  -  if 
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If  a  flave  of  power  (hrink  from  the  mention 
of  the  good  Ola  Caufe,  or,  in  the  callous  impu- 
dence of  fervitude,prefume  to  vilify  it,  I  pity 
his  wretchedncls,  1  defpifehis  infolence;  but 
I  would  punifh  his  trealou  to  the  conftitution. 
The  good  Old  Caufe  is  the  caufe  of  the  peo- 
J)le^   Simple  and  obvious  is  this  confideration ; 
that  the  Cai^e  of  the  people  isfuccefsfulexaBly 
in  proportion  to  the  energy  of  their  original 
'  power.  Such  energy,  94liag  through  the  claffes 
of  the  conftitution  which  the  people  made,  . 
preferves  their  liberty  as  a  people,   and  their 
power  as  a  nation  ;   for  it  watches  integrity, 
and  provides  ability,  in  the  perfons  they  per- 
mit to  adminifter  their  affairs.     Various  and 
intricate,  on  the  contrary,  are  the  means  con- 
ducive to  th^ir  caiife,  ambition,  avarice,  (ir 
iloth,  would  enilave,  impoverilh,  or  lofe  their 
country*     Re(Stitude  has  only  oifie  diredion, 
but  the  obliqmty  of  treachery  is  infinite.  :(;i: 
The  direction  in  which  the  people  of  this 
country   ad:,    when    they   ad  rightly,    is, 
throi^h  tbe  parliamient   which    they    have 
cleded,  to  the  throne  which  they  have  raifed* 
If  wicked^ie^fs  or  w€aknefs  be  found  in  the 
counfels  or  counfeliors  of  tb^  cro^B,  parlia- 
ment is  the  inftrumiqnt  appointed  to  punish 
or  to  difmifs  -,  but  if  the  inftrvrnjent  fail,  the 
land  wi9  exert  her  native  ftijength.     The 
people,^iGrigi«al  right  as  a  free  peo$)^,  will 
vioaicate  the  country,  coned:  their  parlia- 
ment. 


APPENDIX.  2 

ment,  and  reform  their  throne.  I  know  this 
was  not  the  law  of  Jeffries,  I.  know  it  is  not 
the  law  of  modern  Weftminfter ;  but  I  know 
n  IS  the  right  reafon  of  the  conftitution.  I 
would  not  violate  the  manes  pf  the  Revolu- 
tion by  quoting  Locke  againftl^ord  Mans- 
tieJd  even  if  it  were  a  queftion  of  argument  i 
but  human  authority  or  reafoning,  however 
illultrious  or  forcible,  were  fuperfluous   to 

demonllrate  what  Godhatji^j^ritten  in  our 
iiearts*  «      r 

Public  guilt  being  capable  of  fuch  diver/^- 
Jication,  It  IS  evidently  the  duty  of  public 
virtue  to  .exercife  various  attention  to  the 
leveral  afTaults  that  may  be  made  by  powerl^ 
and  will  be  ever  made  in  fome  degree,  againfl 
the  interefts  of  the  community.  I^numerabl. 
are  the  modes  in  which  hypocrify  may  de^ 
ceive,  tyranny  opprefs,  corruption  debauch, 
or  negligence  fquander  5  any  one  of  which 
crimes,  unchecked,    would  run  to  general 
ruin.     But  if,  in  monftrous  and  pnheard-of 
confpiracy,  they  fhouW  all  unite  aainft  the 
liberty  and  glpry  of  a  country     iiroughout  all 
the  betrayed  trufls  pf  the  public;  atkive  in4 
de^d  ought  to  be  the  exertion  of  the  people 
agamftfuch  danger.     The  Whig  fpiritexL 
ing  m  the  country  muft  colled:  and  co-operate, 
iinr^u^^t"^  ^"  fmall  compafs,  its  ipnng 
xnfult  falling  Liberty  with  the  reproach  that 
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all  her  fpirit  is  extinguished  ;  that  no  public 
virtue  remains ;  that  every  man  is  bale  and 
wicked  as  himfelf ;  but  the  reproach  will 
operafe  as  it  ought.  It  will  giv6  vigour  to 
flrength,  and  a<flivity  to  refentmcnt.  It  will 
fhairpen  public  fpirit,  and  point  the  virtue  of 
the  patriot  with  the  honour  of  the  man. 
-* ' 'Vigilanc*  ihould  be  in  proportion  to  dan- 
ger. If  we  have  been  remifs,  and  if  public 
daiiger  have,  In- confequence,  encreafed,  let 
us  now  double  our  watch,  and  redeem  our 
negligen^ev'^- ^^  s!.cilic-ja  t; ■.,'.' 

I>i  E^gMd every  man  is-  a  politician . — ^Thii 
maxim  htXh  iticurred  ridicule,  only  from  the 
imperiecflioh  of  its  obfervance.  It  is  exactly 
conffitutibn^!,  and  ftridiy  true  in  theory; 
feut  it  becofnes  ridiculous,  becaufe  it  is  only 
theoretical.  1%  ought  to  be  demonftrated  in 
praif^ice;  and  then  it  would  not  be  anfwered 
with  a  laugh.  **  The  Britifti  Conftitution, 
Lord  BpHngbroke  well  fays,  is  the  hujinefs 
©f  every  Brito»." 

The  Blitifli  Gonftitirtio>i  hath  changed  its 
form,  andis^  lofing  it*  fpirit.  Some  magic 
has  metambrphofed  the  ancient  pyramid  into 
fhe  <feformityof  a  Chinefe  Pagoda.  The 
beautiful  llrength  of  its  order  is  gone  j  and  we 
now  tremble  for  the  narrowed  bafe;  oppreffed 
by  the  middle;  with  monfters  at  the  top  ! 

How  to  recaj  the  fpirit  that  hath  fled,  ahd 
how  to  raife  that  which  remains;  how  to 

reftore 
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rellore  external  ftability,  and   by  what  befl 
means  to  purify  into  its  ancient  vigour  the 
interior  of  the  conflitution,  is  the  buftnefs 
which  now  demands  the  adlive  vigilance  of 
all— for  thedanger  is  univerfal  and  imminent. 
As  a  member  of  the  public  body,  I  offer 
to  my  country  all  my  exertion  towards   the 
public  weal,  in  the   humble  but   laborioub 
office  which  I   undertake.     It  is  humble ; 
tor  it  profeffes  little  more  than  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  fad.     It  will  be  laborious;  for  the 
endeavour  will  be  to  reprefent  the  mifchiefs 
of  the  times. 

■     It  is  not  eafy  to  feled  from  multiplicity  ; 
but  in  guarding  againft  dangers,  foreign  and 
domepc,  the  condud  of  their  Reprefentatives 
in  Parliament  feems  to  challenge  the  firft  and 
mftant  attention  of  the  people ;  for  it  is  the 
'mahgnitj'  of  this  enormous  mifchief,    like 
ikepticifm  in  religion,  that  it  fights  the  forms 
againft  the  fubftance.     Faith  is  above  reafon ; 
and  the   people   are  paramount  to  their  fer- 
vants:  but   the   infidel   blafphemes  in  venr 
regular  fyllogifms;  and  the  Minifter  betrays 
his  country  exadly  according  to  arder,  and 
with  perfed  prefervation   of  every  form  of 
Parliament.     Of  this,  the  public  fhall  have 
damning    proof j-.irrefragable  proof;— un- 
deniable^xcept  by  Lord  North,^for  it  ihall 
pethe  proof  of  Fact, 
November,  1779. 
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W] 


The  King  can  do  no  wrong. 


HEN  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanovef 
wears  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  the  Whig 
is  not  a(hamed  to  confefs  his  prejudice.  He 
would  prefume,  from  the  former  Princes  and 
principles  of  that  Houfe,  to  the  prefent ;  and 
his  predile<5lion  is  anxious  to  believe,  in 
the  full  extent  of  the  maxipi,  perfonal  as 
as  well  political,  ihat  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong. 

But  when  a  monarch  in  this  country, 
fprung  from  whatever  line,  adorned  with 
whatever  hopes  from  the  glories  of  his  an- 
ceftry,  or  his  own  original  virtues,  perfifts 
in  counfels  that  do  grievous  wrong,  and 
threaten  inftant  ruin ;  affedtion  is  loft  in  duty. 
Duty  to  the  country  demands  difcuflion  of  a 
maxim,  which,  if  the  conftru(5lion  of  the 
court  were  permitted,  would  fandtify  every 
public  crime,  and  eftablifh  public  calamity. 
Duty  to  the  Prince,  as  part  of  the  confti- 
tution  formed  by  the  people,  enjoins  confti- 
tutional  explanation  to  him  of  aphrafe,  which 
flattery  has  rendered  fatal  to  tyrants. 

When  it  is  truly  faid,  that  the  King  can 
do  no  wrong,  the  office  is  intended  and  not 

the 
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.  the  perfon;  and  this  true  cpnftrudion  is  the 
perfed  praife  of  our  admirable  conftitution. 
The  King  of  England  can  do  no  wrong;    for 
it  is  not  the  office  of  the  King  to  do  any  thing. 
The  cautious  wifdom  of  our  policy  will  nof 
permit  the  King  to  ad:.  It  pot  only  fuppofes, 
but   requires,  that   ability  fhall  be  ieieaG^i 
from  the  people  to  execute  the  aftive  duties 
of  the  flate.     Even  in  the  fele(5tion  of  fuch 
aa:ive  ability  for  public  fervice,  the  King, 
^s  we   are  now  considering  him,  cannot  do 
-wrong.     Fpr  the  confideration  fuppofes. him 
in  his  conftitutional  public  char^,  .er ;  a  cha- 
rader  conferred  on  him  conditionally  by  the 
people.     The  condition  of  his  royalty  is  ^ 
wife  and  honeft  adminiftration  of  the  ftate. 
It  is  impoiTjble,  therefore,    in  conftitutional 
contemplation,  that  a  King  of  England  ihoxAd 
appoint  incapable  or  unworthy  men  to  admi- 
pifter  public  affair^ ;  or,   if  appointed,  that 
thQ  people  of  England  ihowU  ^^QTinit  them  to 
be  retained;  that  a  free  people  fhould  faerie 
fice  their    original    rights    and   conllitutive 
power  to  fuch  abufe  of  the  kingly  office. 
The  unfairnefs  of  arguing  from  fuch  abufe  is 
evident.     The  kHgly  office  fo  abufed  would 
no  longer  belong  to  the  conllitution.     It  is  a 
monftrous  cafe,  apd  put  of  the  fuppofition  of 
lair  reafoning. 

Such  being  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  maxim. 
%m  cprollary  pbfervation  that  is  formed  upon 
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it  appears  equally  juft  and  neceflary;  that 
the  Minifters  of  executive  power  are  refpon- 
iible  to  the  people:  and  their  refponfibility 
was  formerly  through  the  medium  of  par- 
liament. 

The  office  of  King  being  thus  coniidered, 
I  truft  with  due  refpeft ;  for  I  think  it  re- 
ceives the  higheft  when  defined  as  part  of 
the  conftitution ;  it  remains  to  remind  the 
perfon  appointed  to  that  office,  that  he  is  a 
man ; — that  in  his  perfonal  capacity  he  may, 
he  mufl  do  wro/jg ;  for  error  is  efTential  to 
humanity.  It  remains  to  remonflrate  to  him, 
that  whoever  confoii.isds  his  perfon  with  his 
office,  is  a  fatal  enemy  to  both ;  for  that  they 
are  fo  perfedly  diflindl  in  their  nature,  attri- 
butes, and  interefls,  that  the  abufe  of  the  one 
is  expiable  only  by  the  punifhment  of  the 
other.  The  conftitution  will  not  admit  chat  ihe 
King  did  wrong;  and  the  law  fays,  that  the 
King  never  dies  :  but  Charles  Stuart  was  an 
obflinate  tyrant  j  and  Charles  Stuart  lofl  his 
head. 

No  more  then  let  a  maxim,  founded  in  the 
very  bottom  of  our  conflitutional  liberty,  be 
forced  to  a  conflrudlion  which  would  fhake 
and  endanger  it.  No  longer  let  the  law  of 
the  conftitution  which  would  preferve  facred 
the  office  of  the  King,  be  perverted  to  the 
deflrudlion  of  the  man. 

Another  tenet  of  court-craft,  new  in  the 

politics 


politics  of  this  cpuntr}  ,  is  not  lefs  dangerous 
to  its  profefTors  than  the  perverfion  of  the 
royal  maxim  that  has  heen  confidered.  As 
kings  believed  they  could  not  individually  do 
wrong,  minifters  now  flatter  themfelves  that 
majorities  in  Parliament  can  make  wrong  right; 
and  from  them  they  hope,  not  only  their  own 
exculpation,  but  perFea  eftablifhment  of 
their  arbitrary  fyftem. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  demonftrate  the 
folly,  as  well  as  the  wickednefs,  of  fuch  a 
principle;  and  to  prove,  to  the  utter  defpair 
of  arbitrary  men,  that  the  feeds  oi  revolution 
have  been  more  immediately  fown,  and  with 
more  certainty  of  inftant  growth  and  efFecfl, 
by  the  Minifters  of  the  prefent  King,  thaa 
by  any  inflruments  of  tyranny  in  former  times. 
The  pofition  which  I  maintain,  and  (hall 
prove,  in  dired   contradidtion  to  their  par- 
liamentary confidence,  is  this ;  that  majorities 
in  Parliament  are   certainly  ruinous    to   the 
Sovereign  and  his  Minijiers,  in  proportion  to 
the  Support  they  are  induced  to  give  them,  in 
PKpfii^g  againji  the  fen fe  of  the  people, 

I  (hall,  in  my  next  paper,  confider  the  fadt, 
as  It  has  occurred  in  America  and  Ireland  5 
and  then,  Hour  Whig-fpirit  be  not  extind:, 
and  if  fimilar  caufes  produce  fimilar  effeas' 
let  the  executive  power  tremble  in  Great\ 
Britain. 

•  December,  ^779« 

THE 


r    ' 


|o 


AFPEKDIX. 


THE  WHIQ. 


nis  glorious  fpirit  of  Whiggism,  animates 
millions  in  America,  u^ho  prefer  poverty  with 
liberty  to  gilded  chains  and  fordid  affuence ; 
and  will  die  in  defence  of  their  rights  as  men, 

. — as  freemen , Whatjhallrefiji  this  fpirit  ? 

r. — T— Ireland  they  have  to  a  man, 

Jan, 20,  1775:       ■    I-ORD  Chatham. 

XTOWEVER  congenial  his  mind  to  the 
fpirit  triumphai^t  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
emulous  of  the  glories  as  (he  was  participant 
in  the  injuries  of  the  weftern  empire,  grievous 
yet  is  the  pang  which  every  Jover  of  his  coun- 
try feels  in  this  degraded  ifland.  For  th^ 
triumph  of  Liberty  is  now  the  difgrace  of 
England.  America  is  vicflorious  and  free. 
Ireland,  without  the  trouble  of  vidtory,  enjoys 
^11  its  confequence  and  glory.  She  difplays 
the  banner  of  independence  ;  her  armies  ap- 
pear; and  England  furrenders  at  difcretion. 

England,  the  arbitrefs  of  empire, — England, 
the  difpenfer  of  the  power  and  guardian  of  the 
rights  of  nations  ; — England,  tr\e  wonder  and 
terror  of  the  worldrrv/hat  art  thou  no\y! 
Difabled,  dishonoured,  fallen,*  defpcrate  of 
afliilance  from  friends,  for  you  have  none; 
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or  of  fuccefs  againft  enemies,  for  you  failed 
when  you  were  ftronger,  againft  adverfaries 
Jefs  numerous  or  powerful  :-.-too  little  for 
confideration  in  a  fcale  of  the  balance  which 
you  once  held  and  adjufted  ;  and  remembered 
only  m  the  ridicule  of  Europe:  vanquifhed 
by  your  Colonies,  to  whom  you  fued  in  vain 
for  mercy ;  and  fubdued  even  by  the  afped: 
of  Ireland,  to  her  abfolute  command. 

Love  of  our  country  cannot  be  extinguifhed 
in  the  hearts  of  Englilhmen;  and  care  of 
what  we  love  compels  us  to  fave  it  from 
utter  deftrua:ion.  Though  the  fenfe  of  glory 
were  dead  throughout  the  people,  yet,  if  the 
common  and  firft  principles  of  nature,  felf- 
defence,  and  felf-prefervation,  be  not  extindt 
among  them,  the  period  of  revolution  and 
revenge  is  at  hand.  The  public  fenfe  was 
dull  to  the  diftant  mifchief ;  but  prefent  ca,la- 
mity  ftrikes  ftrongly  and  fuddenly.— Three 
months  nurfed  the  American  lie;  but  the 
Minifter  cai.not  fal/ify  Ireland.  Three  days 
detedl  him,  and  demonftrate  the  glories  of 

that  country  and  the  difgrace  of  this  ; her 

independence  and  our  fubmiflion.  We  feel 
her  torn  from  our  fide,  and  we  bleed  at  every 
vein.  ^ 

Such  feeling  is  too  poignant  for  patience. 
It  roufes  to  adion  every  remaining  nerve  of 
our  ftrength,  to  refcue  from  inftant  lofs  the 
little  that  isleft;~-to  preferve  domeftic  fecu- 

rity. 
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rity,  though  we  have  thrown  away  empire  ; 
to  entruft  the  facred  relick  to  hearts  that 
know  its  value,  and  hands  that  can  defend  it; 
and,  above  all,  pioufly  to  perform  the  rites 
of  the  conftitutipn  :  appeafmg,  by  exemplary 
juftice,  the  indignant  manes  of  our  power 
smd  Qur  glory. 

But  in  this  neceflary  courfe   of  national 
juftice, .  much  difficulty  is  to  be  encountered 
from  the  generous  prejudices  of  Englifhmen. 
In  favour  of  Miniflers?     No  man  will  ima- 
gine it.  in  a  reign,  which  has  rendered  fyno- 
nimous   the  odium  of  the  country  and  the 
favour  of  the^  crown.      The   fate  of  fuch 
favourites  as  have  never  before  ilained  the 
annals  of  any  reign  in  any  country,  will  be 
unparalleled    in    hiftory.       Unqualified    by 
any  fentiment  of  refped:  for  talents,  admi- 
ration of  magnanimity,  or  pity  of  any  one 
virtue,  the  public  execration  that  fpares  them 
not  in  their  power,    will  overwhelm  them,  in 
their  fall; — the  contempt  that  purfues  them 
now  will  infpire  peculiar   indignation  then, 
that  fuch  ufurpers  of  power  fliould  have  been 
enabled  and  permitted  fo  to  fall ; — with  the 
blind  defpair,  but  without  the  flrength  of  the 
ftrong  man,  fo  to  drag  into  ruin  the  mighty 
fabric  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

But  difficulties  of  an  high  and  delicate 

nature  will  arife  in  efFea:ing  the  revolution  of 

our  liberties.     They  have  arifen  elfewh^fe ; 
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but  the  neceflity  of  the  commonwealth  has 
furmounted  them.  Founded,  however,  in 
the  generofities  of  ancient  attachment,  I  know 
they  are  found  in  the  heart  of  every  Englifti- 
man. 

Eighteen  years  of  tory-rule  cannot   have 
entirely  detached  the  Whigs  of  England 
from  the  houfe  of  Hanover.     The  memory 
of  an  illuftrious  anceftry,    and  gratitude  to 
their  virtues,    muft   qualify   refentment    of 
prefent  wrongs,  with  an  affe<5lionate  kind  of 
forrowj  and  forrow,  in  generous  minds,  foon 
grows  to  pity.     Crimes  then  are  loft  in  mif^ 
fortunes;   9r  if  remembered,   we   wifh  ta 
reclaim  rather  than  to  punilh.     Or  even,  if 
obftinacy  be  irreclaimable,  we  have  ftill  fome 
hope  in  the  future,  from  our  knowledge  of 
the  paft.     A  diftionoured   reign   may   pafs 
away  in  our  annals,  like  a   cloudy  day  in 
fummer ;  and  if  the  day  be  not  too  long,  nor 
the  tempeft  too  violent,  the  glories  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  morning  may  anfwer  our  hopes  and 
renew  our  happinefs. 

But  to  tranquilife,  if  poflible,  the  prefent 
fcene,  by  reconciling  our  affedtion  to  a  parti- 
cular  family,  with  our  duty  to  the  country, 
let  us  endeavour  to  win  attention  before  we 
force  it.  Let  lis  convince  by  reafon  rather 
than  by  power ;  and  try  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chief  by  the  example  of  others,  rather  than 
corred  it  by  our  own. 

It 
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i  It  was  prbpofed  in  my  laft  paper  to  confix 
der  the  fad:  of  difunion  from  this  country,  as 
it  has  occurred  in  America  and  Ireland,  in 
demonftration  of  the  maxim  that  I  there 
advanced  againft  the  parliamentary  confidence 
of  arbitrary  men.  From  the  fatal  example 
of  thofe  countries,  I  undertook  to  prove, 
that  majorities  in  parliament  are  ruinous  to  the 
Sovereign  and  his  Minijiers,  in  proportion  to  the 
fupport  they  are  induced  to  give  them  againjl 
thefenfe  of  the  people. 

In  America  the  people  were  unanimous 
againft  certain  powers  claimed  by  their  late 
king,  and  attempted  to  be  exercifed  by  his 
minifters:  but  the  monarch  perfifled  againft 
his  people;  and  has  loft  his  American  throne. 
So  far  the  fadt  ftands  undifputed.  Now  let 
us  confider  whether  his  minifters  and  their 
majorities  in  parliament  have  not  affed:ed 
the  ruin  of  his  royalty,  while  they  flattered 
his  ambition,  and  feemed  to  fupport  his 
power.  ,  „ 

It  is  beyond  any  common  calculation  of 
obftinacy ,  that  the  American  war  would  have 
been  perfifted  in,  if  the  monarch  had  not 
been  infatuated  by  thofe  monftrous  majorities 
which  his  minifters  ,by  every  monftrous  means, 
procured  in  parliament.  I  fay,  by  every 
monftrous  means  :  for  befides  the  court-cor- 
ruption that  prevails  in  all  cafes,  new  and  un- 
heard-of wickednefs  prevailed  in  this.     Fal- 

fification 
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Iification  of  fad  wis  not  indeed  new  in  the 
miniller;  but  in  the  magnitude  of  this  in- 
ftance,  it  took  peculiar  criminality,  Sup- 
preffionof  every  truth,  univerfal  fraud,  and 
bafefl  mifreprefentation,  blinded  the  reafon 
of  men ;  while  every  fedudtive  and  inflam- 
matory art  perverted  and  poifoned  their  paf- 
fions.  Without  fuch  impulfe,  nd  monarch, 
however  blind  or  obftinate,  would  have  per- 
iifted  in  fuch  a  war ;  without  fuch  fupport, 
he  could  not  have  drawn  the  fword  from  year 
to  year  againft  his  people. 

But  even  if  fuch  had  been  the  fituation  ;  if 
without  the  fidlion  of  parliamentary  fandlion, 
the  royal  ftandard  had  been  ereded  againft 
the  liberties  of  America,  he  could  not  have 
loft  his  American  Crown  more  abfolutely 
than  he  has  by  ad:  of  parliament.  I  believe . 
he  would  not  have  loft  it  ih  certainly.  Ame- 
rica would  have  conquered  the  King,  and 
more  fpeedily  perhaps  than  fhe  conquered 
the  King  and  Parliament ;  but  her  magnani- 
mity might  have  forgotten  the.  idle  ambition 
of  a  fool ifti  Prince;  though  {he  will  never 
forgive,  in  prudence  or  in  fpirit,  the  formal 
tyranny  of  a  grave  Legiflature. 

My  reader  may  have  been  furprized  and 
Ihocked,  when  I  afferted  the  fad  of  Ireland 
being  now  difunited  from  this  country ;  be- 
caufe  he  may  have  liftened  to  the  tales  of 
Mmifters,  and  the  impudent  inventions  of 

their 
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their  advocates.  But  I  afTert  again  and  again, 
that  Ireland  is  at  this  moment  in  an  adual 
ftate  of  difunion  from  us ;  difunion  of  com- 
merce, difunion  of  finance,  difunion  of  • 
mihtary  flrength,  and  difunion  of  national 
afFedtion.  Such  is  the  fad:;  and  therefore  I 
cxpedl  to  hear  the  Minifter  affure  Parliament 
of  the  contrary. 

If  Parliament  continue   any  faith  in  the 
wifdom  or  truth  of  the  man,  whofe  folly  and 
fallacies  mi  fled  them  tocafl  America  from  us, 
theprefent  difunion  of  Ireland,    which  their 
marked  fervility  to  him  at  the  clofe  of  lafl 
Seflion  has  already  produced,  and  their  pre- 
poflerous  fuppoVt  of  him  at  the  beginning  of 
this  has  already  flrongly  confirmed,  will  be 
ratified  for  ever.     I  Hate  the   fad  of  their 
refentment,    without    now    going  into   the 
difcuflionof  their  wrongs :  but  their  refentment 
is  exprefsly  and  pointedly  againfl  the  Britifh 
Parliament.     They    exhaufl   all    their  elo- 
quence againft  it  in  their  debates;  and  when 
they  want  t^rms  to  exprefs  its  tyranny,  its 
avarice,    its     infenfibility    to    every     thing 
honourable  or  jufl,  they  fay  that  the  Britifh 
Parliament   and    the     Britifh    Minifler   are 
fynonimous. 

December t  i"]']^*  i 
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to  the  R^hf  nonourable  Edward  Lord 
Baron  Jhurlow,  and  Lord  High  Chan, 
cellor  oj  England,  ^     . 


Ma 


GNUM    wum  facile    dixeris ;    tomu 
^-  libenter. 


Have  acknowledged  your  rat^k,  my  Lo: 


my  Lord, 


1 

and  your  high  title".  with"the"pieafure  that 
«very  hberal  mind  feels  in  doing  juftice  to  an 
eminent  chara*<ftef.  Every  mantis  ready'" 
confers  that  they  have  been  earned  by  abilities 

ouSff  K '  ''  I''V"''^P^"'^^°^^  ^^  honour 
ought  to  be    which  alone  can  dignify  their 

To 7  "'  -""^^^  *^''^  '^""«-     Buf  the^re  mV 
Lord,   on  that    cardinal  point,    the  pubHc' 
udgment  has  been  long  fufpended.     \Jl  add 

Snft  vou  '!  r^  fP'^^'y  defcending 
agamft  you.  and  that  the  wonder  of  your 

T  nrHO,  '•'^f^'^'e  of  your  conduft,  yr,ur 
LordA.p  will  ccifefs  the  juftice  of  yZ 
country,  when  you    recoUeft  yourfelf  Ci 

?etroVi:aJ.^"--''°^--'-«yoj<:;S 

•  One  orthat, public  who  delighted  in  adi 

^  minng, 


ll  LfftlTDlX, 

miring.  *nd  wl.^  now  cxercife  with  pain 
their  right  of  judging  you,  I  yef  cffer  my- 
felf  to  yonr  Lordihip  as  your  friend.  And 
though  the  friendfhip  of  honeft  reproof  be  in 
general  *  qifiHy  rbanklefs  and  fruitlefs,  I 
rely  on  the  nanlinefs  of  your  mind  for  its 
public  effed:  in  this  inftance*,  and  even  for 
your  Lord{hip*s  gratitude. 

Before  our  correfpondence  proceeds,  let  me 
clear  its  way  to  your  underftanding  and  your 
^probation. 

This  letter  is  written,  and  iinlefs  rendered 
unneceflary,  more  fhall  be  addrelTed  to  your 
Lordfhip,  not  ^as  a  public  man  who  influen- 
ces public  affairs,  but  as  the  Dictator  of  the 
f^ate  who  decides  them ;  I  dd  not  fay  im- 
mediately in  council,  but  certainly  in  effed. 
Your  Lordihip  already  underflapds  me,  and 
fo  will  the  people  before  our  correfpondence 
elofes.  In  the  mean  time  I  ftate  myfelf  to 
your  Lx)rd(hip  and  my  country,  not  alone 
Juftified  but  impelled  to  reprefent  you  to 
yourfelf  and  explain  you  to  the  public,  in  all 
your  ^rei^-^nt  power  and  all  its  fatal  confe- 
quence ;  impelled,  by  what  your  own  ner- 
vous eloquence  too  confcioufly  defcribes, 
'  *  the  abundant  danger  and  exigence  of  the 
time.'* 

I  do  not  argu<^  unfairly  with  your  Lord- 
fhip, when  i  affume  the  fa6t  of  our  mif- 
government  Jr  'he  lafl  ten  years.     /  hiow 
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the  contempt  with  which  the  inperioritr  of 
your  mind  has  looked  down  to  the  wrtt  hed* 
uefs  of  the  adminiflration. 

I  admire  the  emphatic  zcjil  for  your  own 
dignity  with  which  you  have  ever  difcJaimed 
all  fellowfli.p,   even  perfonal  acquaintance*, 
with  the  Prime  Minifter.  And  it  was  in  thefe 
fentimcnts  thuL  I  hoped,    and  the  public  ex. 
pedled,  my  Lord,  you  would  have  difdained 
aiJ  continuanceof  public  connexion  with  him 
A  man  of  fpiHt,   it  was  concluded  that  voj 
would  not  devote  yourfelf  for  ever  to  pufilla- 
nimity  and  dishonour ;   a    man  of  activity 
and  vigour,  it  was   deemed  impoffible  that 
you    fhould   be    rivetted    to   indolence   and 
lethargy,  and  that  the  only  exertion  of  your 
great  talentr  fhould  be  in  defence  of  ignorance 
and  infenfibility,   which  they  had  aftempted 
m  vairi  to  inform  and  animate. 

Such,  my  Lord,  was  the  perfuafion  of  ^ 
people  who  were  willing  to  confide  at  leaft  in 
your  magnanimity  :  and  even  yet  it  is  hoped 
that  you  will  not  thwart  your  nature,  becaufe 

*  LordThurlow  has  taken  many  bpbortunlties  of  vln 

fLlirZ.  V  l/°,  ""'  ''"°"  ^°'^  North,"_are  his 
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it  happens  to  concur  with  your  duty  ;— that 
the  natural  exertion  of  your  charad:er  will 
not  be  weakened,  from  the  confideration  that 
it  would  fave  yolir  country. 

It  is  not  my  prefent  purpofe,  my  Lord,  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Thurlov/ ;  for  my 
objed:  is  purely  public.  Totally,  therefore, 
rejecting  every  private  anecdote,  let  us  con- 
template your  prefent  public  capacity.  If 
turning  the  telefcope  for  a  moment,  I  defcry, 
through  the  diftant  and  diminilhed  retrofped, 
an  accidental  advocate  at  a  country  quarter 
feffions,  it  is  only  to  prepare  my  mind  with 
due  wonder  for  the  contraft  of  your  prefent 
magnitude.  If  I  recoiled:  the  firft  fortuitous 
ftep  to  the  houfe  of  Queenfbury,  it  is  to 
admire — lincerely,  Sir,  to  admire, — theilrides 
of  your  genius,  mounting  now  above  the 
Houfe  of  Bedford.  The  inferiorities  of  th6 
portrait  are  beneath  the  public  intereft  and 
the  public  eye.     Ex  cavite  Hercu/em, 

At  the  opening  of  this  fellion,  the  general 
flateof  the  kingdom,  and  the  empire,  became, 
as  ufual,  the  fubjecfl  of  parliamentary  confi- 
deration. The  particular  topics  fince  felecfted 
for  efpecial  difcuffion  have  been  the  condu(5t 
of  our  Minijfters,  with  refped:  to  the  king- 
dorn  of  "Ireland,  and  their  management  in 
regard  to  the  public  finance. 

In  all  thefe  gre^  confiderations  and  dif- 
cuiiions,  yoa^liave  ilood  forth  the  only 
:;  *  champion 
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champion  of  the  prefent  Mmiftcrs.     For  of 
their  oivn  defences,'  I  would  in  decency  fay 
nothing.     Besides  their  being  the  culprits, 
and  difentitled  to  any  credit  in  their  afTertion 
Its  meannefs  were  fufficient  to  difguft  us  and 
condemn   them.      Accufe   them  of    public 
cnme    of  the  danger  of'our  iflands,  or  the 
lois  of  our  territory  ;  they  declare,  with  the 
moft  ridiculous  folemnity,   that  it  is  not  the 
t^ultof  thofc  'whocondim  public  ajairs  as  they 
are    but  ./  thofe  who   labour  to  make  thei 
otherxmfe      For  their  own  part,  they  call  God 
to  witnefs,  they  know  nothing  of  the  matter^- 
Demonftrate  their  public  peculation  ;— they 
deprecate  juftice  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  the  Old 
fcailey;  inthe  very  language,  indeed,  of  h 
profligate    convid  :-;^-.    have  robbed    the 
public,  but  we  have  Squandered  the  fpoil  -^ 
dont  pumjh   us,  for  we  fiall  not  be  able  to 
maintain  our founilies\. 

I  aflc  pardon  from  my  reader  for  defcend.. 
ing  to  fuch  mifery  ;    rendered    worthy    of 

No  Nobleman,  except  your  Lordfliip,  has 
Wd  to  It;  no  Englifhman,  except  your- 
i^\U  has   fo  infulted  his  country.     Even  in 

ciDcciallv  th.j'  n^  ^tormont,  on  every  fubjea- 

.t Ss.'^  the  M^auan  queft.on,  ''  For  he  was  E^baE 

+  Urd  Hillfborough  rvahiimj  in  the  Houfeof  Lords. 
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the  Houfe  of  Gommons,  none  but  Scotch 
Lawyers  were  found  hardy  enough  on  that 
day  to  infult  this  kingdom.  And  even  they, 
with  all  the  feryility  of  their  country,  and 
venality  of  their  profeflion  (Mr.  Adam  in- 
deed is  but  a  young  practitioner)  were  forced 
to  confefs  **  the  JIuggi/hne/s  of  Lord  North,*' 
They  did  not  poft  from  Scotland  to  applaud 
the  Minifter,  whofe  irrefolution  has  renewed 
rebellion  in  their  kirk,  and  whofe  continued 
power  will  add  depopulation  and  famine  to 
their  country.  No,  my  Lord,  they  are  too 
difcreet.  They  crofled  the  Tweed,  according- 
to  the  diilindtiop  fug-gefled  by  their  country-, 
man,  and  pretty  fleaaily  adopted  fince,  not  to 
defend  Minijiers^  but  to  fupport  Goveniment. 
—And  the  docftrine  is  now  eftablifhed  in 
prad^ice,  by  an  immediate  proficient  from 
Lord  Mansfield *s  fchool; — that  the  only  mode 
of  fupporting  Government  is  to  Jlander  the 
j^eople  J  to  demonilrate  that  we  have  neither 
virtue,  talents,  or  fpirit  among  us ;  thai 
we  ought  therefore  to  endure  defeat  and 
difgrace,  as  our  necefiary  lot,  and  hew  our 
wood  and  draw  our  water  without  repining. 
The  exclufive  infamy  of  fuch  auxiliaries 
were  itfelf  fufficient  to  drag  down  the  dignity 
of  any  charader.  Firmer  fame  even  than 
yours,  if  it  rifqued  fuch  ruin,  could  not 
efcape  it.  When  the  Loid  High  Chancellor 
"*  pf  England  defcends  from  his  prefiding  feat 
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in  the  aflembly  of  the  nobles,  to  mix  with 
impudent  mercenaries  in  a  caufe  which  every 
man   of  honour   ihrinks   from,  he    forfeits 
every  reputation,    and  his  glory  will  fet  more 
rapidly  than  it  rofe.     Defcent  and  fall,  which, 
with    the    fpirits  of    Mihon,    we    thought 
adverfe,  at  leaft  to  the  magnanimity  of  his 
charader,  will  grow  natural,  neceffary,  and 
mftant,    to    its  abafement.      He   fmks  fox 
ever. 

January,  1780. 


THE   WHIG, 

Alas    from  what  high  hope,  to  ijvhat  felage 
Unlookedjor,  are  wefaWnl 

1  HE  faas  which  have  long  tended  and 
now  combine  to  give  perfection  to  the  arbi- 
trary  influence  of  the  crown,  may  be  diftin- 
guilhed  into  two  clafTes :  the  ancient  oppor^ 
tumties   of  abtfe  in  government,   unremoved 
by  an  imperfea  revolution;  and,  the  modern 
inventions  of  power.     It  ought  not  to  be  won- 
dered  at    that  the  former,  which  efcaped  the 
wreck  of  Jameses  tyranny,  furvived  fife  and 
forgotten  through  the  glorious    and  happy 
Te.gns  that  followed.     But  it  is  as  much  to 
t??  lan^ented,  as  it  is  f^nfibly  i^\^^  that  dor- 
7  mane 
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jnant  as  they  feemed  to  have  been  in  the 
reigns  of  popular  Princes,  they  were,  in  facft, 
acquiring  fize  and  ftrength,  fufficient  to  arm 
the  hand  of  modern  power  with  inllruments 
jnore  dangerous  to  liberty,  than  the-coarfer 
times  of  James  or  Charles  had  furnifhed. 
Thofe  opportunities,  and  temptations  to 
defpotifm,  feem  to  have  attained  their  full 
maturity  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
reign.  The  feptennial  adt  of  fuicide,  ahhorr 
rent  certainly  from  the  popular  nature  of  par- 
liament, and  deftrucflive  of  its  due  indepen- 
dence on  the  crown,  had  been  long  perpe- 
trated. Military  power  and  pivil  influence 
united  to  enable  the  Prince,  if  he  were  {q 
difpofed  by  nature  or  education,  to  ppprefs 
and  corrupt  the  people,  whofe  property  and 
power  was  leiTened,  exactly  in  the  propor- 
tion that  the  crown  had  gained  weight  and 
force,  by  theellablifhment  of  a  ftandingarmy 
and  a  national  debt.  But,  above  all,  the 
time  of  his  afcenfion  to  the  throne  was  full 
of  fuch  peculiar  circumftances  of  popularity, 
as  gave  him  unlimited,  becaufe  unfufpeded, 
power.  Into  that  aufpicious  moment  was 
crouded  all  the  promife  of  his  youth ;  founded 
in  the  fond  memory  of  all  the  virtues  of  his 
anceftors  ;  of  his  youth,  riiing,  as  it  feemed, 
to  renew  rhe  race  of  glory  that  they  had  run, 
even  up  to  the  recent  goal  of  univerfal  con- 
cjueil.     Nature  and  fortune  confpired  tg  give 
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tlie  young  Monarch  of  that  day  an  empire 
the  beft  and  moft  permanent  that  Monarchs 
can  enjoy,  if  they  wifh  to  maintain  it,~-aa 
abfolijte  power  in  the  hearts  of  his  fubjedls. 
Such  was  the  power  and  the  opportunity 
of  exercifing    it    with    which   his    prefent 
Majefty  afcended  the  throne.     If  it  had  been 
the  counfel  of  his  reign  to  improve  it   into 
the  perfedt  and  reciprocal  happinefs  of  him- 
felf  and  his  people,  the  way  was  not  fteep 
nor  difficult.     The  virtues  of  his  royal  grand- 
father, the  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  genius 
of  England,  called  into  action  by  them,  had 
fiirmounted  the  difficulties  of  war  and  faction, 
and  corruption ,-  and  nothing  remained  for  a 
Prince  that  wiffied  an  honourable  and  happy 
reign,  but  to  purfue  the  path  that  hisanl 
ceftorhad  trod,  with  new  facility  and  afcer. 
tamed  fuccefs. 

But  if  other  counfels  were  introduced,  and 
other  objeds  propofed  than  the  mutual  in- 
.terelts  of  prince  and  people,  different  then 
mult  have  been  the  means  to  attain  thofe 
different  ends.  Then,  inflead  of  cultivating 
the  fahitary  fruits  of  wife  and  happy  govern- 
ment, the  old  weeds  of  tyranny  would  be 
carefully  cheriffied  and  diffeminated,  till  a 
nevv  harveft  fhould  arife,  ad^pt^d  to  the 
iealon,  and  to  the  taftes  of  men,  l^fs  loath- 
some, but  more  poifonous  and  htkl.  The 
pnextirpated  abufes  of  former  times,  mel- 
lowed 
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lowed  now  by  age,  would  be  refined  into  k 
new  and  more  fubtil  fpirit.  Then  would 
appear,  in  fuperaddition  to  the  ancient  oppor- 
tunities of  mifgovernment,  unremoved  by 
the  old  Revolution,  t^e  modern  inventions  of 
fowery  to  be  removed  and  annihilated  only 
by  a  new  one. 

I  will  not  fay  that  the  counfels  early  incul- 
cated into  the  mind  of  the  young  Prince,  and 
the  young  King,  were  other  than  do(5trinesi 
of  the  pureft  liberty ;  for  I  never  heard  the 
cbnftitutional    le<flures,    which    Lord    Bute 
delivered  in  the  clofet.     But  every  Englifh- 
man  will  aflert  what  he  feels,  while  freedom 
of  fpeech  and  fenfe  of  feeling  remain  to  him  ; 
that  whatever    thofe   principles   were,    the 
cfFedt  of  them  has  beer?  extenfion  of  royal 
influence,  and  violation   of  popular  rights :  • 
and  every  man  of  common  fenfe  will  conclude 
in   argument,  that  as  falfehood  cannot  flow 
from  truth,  fo  the  political  effedl  that  has 
been  flated  as  generally  felt,  cannot  be  the 
refult  of   the    moft    perfedt    conflitutional 
principles. 

The  diftinguifhing  chara6leri{lic  of  the 
prefent  reign  feems  to  be  the  new  fpirit  in 
which  the  Members  of  Adminiftration  muft 
feverally  liVe,  move,  and  have  their  being. 
Formerly,  Adminiftration  was  a  body  adluated 
by  one  fpirit  that  pervaded  the  whole;  its 
members   were  diftindt,  not   feparate:    the 
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particular  fund  ion  of  each  was  enforced  by 
the  correfponding  authority  of  all;  and  the 
general  objedl  was  compaifed  by  confent  of 
parts,  giving  the  additional  effort,  as  nature 
and  reaion  didlate,  of  united  force.  Now, 
our  mangled  government  is  in  a  perpetual 
ilate  of  feveralty  and  difunion  ;  and,  like  the 
polypus,  each  wretched  part  crawls  about 
without  power,  name,  or  %nificance. 

But  weaknefs  alone  were  not  a  fufficient 
qualification  for  a  modern  minifter.  He  muft 
heat\'ive]y  contemptible,  if  heexpedt  honour 
at  court.  So  conftant  encouragement  is  ex- 
tended, and  always  a  ready  audience  to  all 
the  little  flander  of  office  againft  office;  to 
the  whifper  of  the  Treafury  againft  the 
American  department,  or  to  the  lye  of  the 
Adnriiralty  againft  them  both.  Occaiions  are 
ftudioufly  contrived  to  bend  and  fubdue  the 
fpirits  of  men;  and  thofe  are  advanced  the 
higheft  in  the  fervice,  who  have  beft  learned 
the  difcipline  of  difgrace.  There  Ihould  be 
little  wonder,  that  commanders  in  fuch  a 
fervice  are  fought  for  from  the  ranks. 

Virtue,  we  are  told  by  an  admired  autho- 
rity, is  the  principle  of  government  in  repub- 
lics; and  honour,  in  a  monarchy.  In  a 
government,  therefore,  fuppofed  to  unite, 
and  almoft  to  identify  the  properties  of  both; 
where  the  power  of  the  monarch  is  the  con- 
imt  Qi  the  people,  and  popular  concurrence 
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is  regal  flrength;    we  might  hope  for  the 
combined    principle   of  honourable    virtue. 
But  if,   in  fad:  diredly  contrary,  we  find  a 
principle  that  counterplots  and  counterworks 
the  beft  and  nobleft  affecftions   of  humanity, 
and   would  annihilate   all    moral    duty  and 
natural   connexion;   a  principle  that  fever§ 
friend  from  friend,  and  feduces  brother  from 
brother;  that  hugs  and  betrays  and  deftrovs; 
that  drives  honour  to  defpair,  and  leaves'^ no 
alternative  to  virtue,  but  infamy  or  fuicide; 
it  will  not  be  a  very  unlogical  or  uncharitable 
conclufion  to  infer,  that  Vuch  a  government- 
is  neither   in    the   fpirit  of  a  republic  or  a 
monarchy;  that    fuch  a  principle  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  enforced  in  mere  wantonnefs, 
and   without   an  object;  for  vice  is  not  its 
own  reward  ;  and,  therefore,  that  defpotifm 
alone  is  the  fpirit  of  tliat  government,  where 
fuch  principles  and  pradiccs  prevail. 

^  Befides  the  feparate  and  difhonoured  capa- 
city in  which  modern  politics  require  Mini- 
fters  to..depend,  not  on  their  viriues  or  talents, 
not  on  popular  favour  or  honourable  con- 
nexion, but  onfomeib/nge/fedhoaiyoppofite; 
towards  perfedly  eftablilliing  the  new  fyftem 
on  the  ruins  of  the  old,  particular  innovation 
of  difgrace  was  neccliary  in  that  department 
of  adminiflration,  which  the  courtefy  and 
the  fuccefs  of  former  times  had  denominated 
fhe  firji.     The  Prime  Miniiler  was  now  to 
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be  the  prime  objecH:  of  contempt.     Inftead  of 
the  dignified  and  official  confequence  in  Par- 
liament, which  naturally  and  conftitutionally 
would  attend  a  Minifter  of  fpirited  talents  and 
popular  virtues ;  our  ;iovns  /somo  tnu{\:  fubmit 
to  the  new  penance  of  his  place  :   deriving 
no  honour  from  vidory  *for  every  man  was 
to  know  him  only   as  the  Adjutant   of  the 
troops ;  but  left  he  fliould  imagine   himfelf 
more,  or  grow  by  millake  into  any  reputa- 
tion, He   was  ftudioufly   to   be   expofed   in 
Situations   of  difgrace  and   difappointment  : 
in  contemptible  minorities,  without  a  friend 
to  fupport  or  pity  him  :  (I  fpeak  of  former 
occafions,    when   the   court   power  was  fu- 
preme;  for  mw  the  management  of  parlia- 
ment is  not  quite  fo  optional  to  the  fpirit  of 
St.  James's  :)  fo  that  when  the  parliamentary 
Minfter   feemed  to   fail  on  the  full  tide  of 
power  **  to    bring  America    to    his    feet," 
whether  by  Scoth  bills  oi  Jiarvation,  ox  Jois 
own  concihatory  propofitions,  he  was  to  find 
himfelf  carried  away  by  fome  under-current, 
out  of  his  latitude  and  contrary  to  his  reckoni 
ing.     Real  pay  indeed  was   to   compenfate 
the  futility  of  nominal  rank;  but  the  private 
favour  was  precarious,  and  the  public  odium 
certain.     He  was  to  be  the   Minifter  or  the 
Meffenger,    as  the   arbitrary    whim    of  the 
minute  fhould  didate   or  permit  j    to   have 
authority  enough  to  eiffeduate  every  mifchief 
^!.  •  that 
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that  fliould  be  commanded,  but  no  power 
whatever,  if  by  chance  he  fhould  be  inclined 
to  prevent  any;  juftly  refponfible  for  others 
crimes  as  well  as  his  own,  becaufe  their 
willing  inflrument ;  the  devoted  vidim  of 
their  ambition  and  his  own  n^eannefs :  he 
was,  in  fine,  to  re^refent  the  pawn  before 
the  perfon  of  the  King;  advanced  and  pro- 
tecfted  for  a  time;  but  when  no  longer  able 
to  divert  or  fujflain  the  attack,  to  be  fwept 
away  from  the  board  for  ever,  the  enfans 
perdu  of  a  defperate  party. 
March,  1780. 


THE    WHIG. 
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■  bis  own  Minijler, 


W  HEN  the  planters  and  merchants  of 
Jamaica  demanded  from  the  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  fome  afTurance  of  protection  from 
the  fleet  of  England,  Lord  Sandwich  in- 
formed them,  **  that  his  was  merely  an 
executive  department."  When  they  waited 
on  the  Secretary  of  State  for  America,  to 
folicit  fome  attention  from  government,  Lord 
George  Germain  acquainted  them,  **  that 
every  thing  had  been  done  that  he  could  do.** 
When  they  called  upon  the  Prime  Minifter 
for  fome  exertion  to  fave  the  ifland,  Lord- 
North 


I'    ilii: 


!,  Irlil' 


APPENDIX.  *•  mf 

North  told  them,  '*  he  did  not  kttow  it  was 
in  danger;  but  if  it  were,  ^^  could  undertake 
nothing  pofitive  for  its  defence:  that  Lord 
Sandwich  was  perfe<5lly  rightin  his  politics- 
for  that  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  iirft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  were  merely  ^A-^t7///i;^:  the  calm  a 
mujl  determine.^* 

Omitting  for  the  prefent  the  characfleriflic 
condud  of  thefe  noble  perfons  on  that  occa- 
fion  ;  the  infolent  levity,   the  hollow  polite- 
nefs,  and  the  laboured  nothingnefs  ;  I  defire 
to  faften  my  reader*s  attention  to  the  fingularitv 
of  this  fubje(5t.      It  is  the   only  article   of 
political  communion   among  the  Minifters 
In  no  one  fentimentof  politics  do  they  a;rree 
but  this,  to  difTemble  their  refpedive  refpon- 
fibiiity,   and  to  load  their   common  mafter 
with   the   guilt  of    all   his    fervants  .—.you 
cannot  fay  that  I  did  it:  the  King  is  his  own 
Mtnijler. 

If  it  were  poffible  to  add  to  the  guilt  of 
men  who  have  plundered  the  property  and 
openly  alTail  the  liberty  of  the  people!  this 
additional  contempt  of  the  conftitution  of 
their  country  would  crown  their  crimes^ 
It  is  notorious,  that  they  have  recourfe  to  it  on  ' 
every  criminal  and  penal  part  of  their  condudl 
or  their  negledl.  It  is  th^ir  conftant  boaft  of 
impunity  I  enquire  not  whether  fuch  a 
libel  on  the  government  of  England-^a  libel 
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fofaT/e,  my  Lord  Mansfield,  and  fo  feditiouS 
in  necefTary  confequence  againft  his  crowrt 
and  dignity,  be  llamped  with  the  royal 
imprimatur  i  or  whether,  as  I  wifh  may  be 
the  fad,  it  be  the  forgery  of  the  men  who 
have  furrounded  and  betrayed  him.  They 
are  thepubhfhers,  if  they  did  not  invent  or 
didate  it ;  and  they  will  foon  be  tried  by 
God  and  their  country. 

In  this  Ihort  fentence  is  wound  up  and 
comprefTed  all  the  niyftery  and  mifchief  of 
modern  politics.  ne  King  is  his  onm 
Minijier,  That  is,  the  whole  executive 
power  and  adminiftration  of  the  State  is  to 
be  placed  in  hands  fuperior  to  controul  ;  too 
ftrong  for  ordinary  refiflance,  and  too  facred 
as  is  fuppofed  for  punifhment.  In  effed:, 
therefore,  whenever  people  can  be  fubdued 
to  the  pradice  of  fuch  theory,  this  principle 
amounts  to  perfed  and  complete  defpotifm. 
For  what  is  the  power  of  the  moft  arbitrary 
defpot  on  earth,  other  than  pofleflion  of  the 
whole  executive  ftrength  of  the  State  without 
check  of  refiflance,  or  fear  of  punifliment  ? 
— What  truer  defcription  can  apply  to  an 
arbitrary  Monarch,  than  that  he  is  the 
uncontrolled  Minifler  of  his  own  ambition 
and  caprice,  in  the  unjuft  violences  of  war, 
and  the  corruptions  and  follies  of  internal 
government  ? 

I  had  occafion  in  an  early  paper  to  difcufs 
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the  tflte   and  mifundcrilood  maxim    in  the 
polity  of  England,  that  the  King  can  do  no 
^rong.     While  the   Englilh  conflitution    is 
preferved,   it   is  in  its  true  fenfe  a  wife  and 
ufeful  maxim ;    but  if  the  monftrous  inno- 
vation were  tolerated,  that  the  King  is  his  own 
Minijlcr^  it  becomes   nonfenfe   or   tyranny. 
If  he  makes  no  ufe  whatever  of  his  minifl&- 
rial  power,  it  is  abfurd  to  call  him  his  own 
minifter,  as  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fay 
that  he  can  do  no  wrong  who  does  ^nothing. 
But  if  he  exert  the  executive  power,  per- 
fonally  inverted  in   him  by   this   tyrannous 
dodrine,  and  if  that  exertion  be  unpunifliable 
and  unqueftionable  becaufe  he  can  do  no  wrong, 
I  know  no   more   complete   d'efcription   of 
arbitrary  fway. 

The  old  Utopia  of  the  controlling  care  of 
Parliament,  of  the  grand  inqueft  of  the 
nation,  and  the  hereditary  council  of  the 
crown,  is  very  pretty  reading,  and  it  is  no 
more.  We  may  amufe  ourfel  ves  with  looking 
at  thefe  venerable  family-pidures  of  the 
conftitution,  the  works  certainly  of  eminent 
mafters,  and  admire  the  unfading  colours  of 
their  fame.  But  are  they  more  than  objedls 
of  curiofity,  or,  at  beft,  of  empty  admiration, 
out  of  all  modern  tafte  and  refemblance  ?  In  ' 
the  portrait  of  Godolphin  do  we  trace  the 
features  of  Lord  North  ?  Was  Somers  the 
prototype  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  ?  Is  the 
.  VOL.  m.  .  D  prefeat 


fr 


I:  m. 


!^:| 


ii 


III 


•HIi 


iir 


i 


111 "  f 

il;|!'iJ 


II 


34 


AiPPEKDIX. 


prefent  ufurper  of   Blenheim,   a  Duke  of 
Marlborough  ? 

In  truth,  whoever  would  now  go  about 
to  talk  of  whig-principles  in  government ; 
infpired  and  eflabliihed  by  the  honour  of  the 
peers  or  the  virtue  of  the  commons  ,  muft  be 
amore  impudent  knave  than  the  majority  of 
cither  houfe  can  produce.    To  prove  that  the 
fun  (hines  at   midnight  is  a   difficulty   too 
arduous  even  for   **  the  forehead**    (as  he 
himfelf  modejlly  expreffes  it,)  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich.     A  more  practicable  and  more 
wicked  courfe  is  purfued.  It  were  defperate  to 
appeal  to  the  reafon  of  mankind  againft  their 
fenfes;  but  ap]f»eals  to  their  malignity  againft 
l^eir  reafon  may  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 
Thus  the  few  advocates  who  can  be  induced 
to   plead  in  fuch  a  caufe,  never  Ihock  the 
common  fenfe  of  their  audience  by  endea- 
vouring- to  prove  their  friends  able  or  honeft : 
they  think  it  decent,  and  perhaps  they  have 
hitherto  found  it   politic,  to  argue   that  all 
other  men  are  equally  deftitiite  of  talents  and 
virtue.     This  infamous  language,  chaftifed 
as  it  has  been  in  parliament  by  eloquence  and 
refuted  by  example,  would  little  deferve  the 
revival  or  public  indignation ;  if  jt  were  not 
one  of  the  immediate  tenets  of  that  fchif- 
matick  herefy  in  politicks,  that  the  King  is 
his  own  Minijier,  All  popularity  of  charac^ter, 
and  honourable  connexiorii  whether  of  noble« 
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fh  a  ftate,  or  of  thofe  talents  and  patriot 
virtues  which  conftitute  true  nobility,    are 
•ternal  bars  in  the  way  of  the  arbitrary  fyfteni 
l^^hich,  it  has  been  proved,  nauft  refult  from 
r  ll^'^n"''^^  principle.    The  early  exclufion 
ot  Mr.  Pitt  and  introdudlion  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute,  were   the  firfl:   bitter  waters   of  that 
fatal  fountain  which  has  almoft  deluged  the 
rights  and  power  of  the  people.     The  early 
and  continued  fpirit  of  flander  againfl:  every- 
thing   virtuous   and   honpurable,  iirft   went 
lorth  from  the  new  cabinet  againft  that  great 
and  popular  man:  becaufe  his  greatnefs  and 
popularity  flood  in  the  way  of  the  new  prin- 
ciple,  tha?  the  King  was  to  be  his  own  Minifter. 
iheperfecutionand  profcription  from  royal 
Wot  the  Whig  families  and  connexion, 
of  England,  has  been  uniform ;  unlefs  in  one 
or  two  exceptions,   the  fliort  period  of  which 
has  only  ferved  to  prove  the  rule,  that  Whiff 
principles    are   inconfiftent    with   the    new 
Toryifm.  that  the  King  is  his  own  Minijier. 
It  TS  neceflary  for  the  people  of  England, 
nfing  as  they  now  are  with  yeoman-virtue 
throughout  the  country,  in  vindication  of  their 
ancient  rights  m  their  property  and  liberty,  to 
beware  of  the  full  extent  of  this  malignant 
principle.     In   its    full  extent,    it   fubver^s 
eve^v   fecurity  of  pubhc  liberty,   while  the 
forms   of  the  conftitution  remain.      If  the 
^ing  be  his  own  Minifler,  and  if  thofe  who 
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fill  the  offices  of  ftate  be,  as  Lord  Sandwich 
and  Lord  North  affirm,  merely  executive; 
all  due  and  regular  rcfponfibility  is  loft. 
Thirteen  provinces  and  the  fleet  of  England 
may  be  fold  to  France;  the  people  muft 
fubmit  to  poverty,  and  hug  their  eternal 
chains ;  for  no  change  of  counfel  can  recover 
their  empire,  their  power,  or  their  liberty. 
They  can  infufe  no  popular  fupport,  nor 
popular  fuccefs  in  confequence,  into  a  new 
Adminiftration  ; — for,  /he  King  is  his  own 
Minijier,  Objlinate  adherence,  therefore,  to 
fuch  a  principle,  induces  the  inevitable 
alternative  of  flavery  in  the  people,  or  the 
perfonal  rcfponfibility  of  Majefty.  The 
latter  has  a  precedent  in  our  hiftory ;  the; 
former  has  no  example. 

March  t  1780.  ^^ 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifer.    ■ 

1  Have  lately  read  a  bulky  performance, 
which  profefTes  to  difcufs  many  law  points  of 
great  importance.  It  is  entitled  **  A  Letter 
on  Libels,  Warrants,  &c." 

What  ftopped  me  firft  in  reading,  and 
Ihall  alone  engage  my  animadverfion  now,  is 
a  long  parage  early  in  the  book,  in  which 
the  author  goes  wantonly  out  of  his  way, 
without  the  leaft  call  from  his  argument, 
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merely  to  introduce  his  charadler  of  a  very 
great  perfon,  who  is  only  not  named,  who  is 
but  lately  dead,  and  whofe  memory  will  be 
ever  dear,  not  only  to  ^11  that  knew  him  per- 
fonally,  but  to  all  honeft  and  good  men  of 
whatever  denomination. 

In  this  charadler  fome  few  commendations 
are  afFe<5tedIy  introduced  ;  but  the  particular 
cenfures,  which  make  the  much  greater  part 
of  the  paflage,  are  fo  utterly  inconliftent  with 
thofe  few  and  fparing  praifes,  that  it  is  no 
breach  of  candor  and  charity  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  former  praifes  were  inferted  only  to  point 
the  cenfures  which  follo\y  with  a  more 
malignant  rancour, 

The  great  perfon  alluded  to  is  here  pro- 
nounced to  have  approached  nearer,  in  his 
political  and  legal  conduft,  and  in  every 
other  refpeelt  indeed,  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
than  to  Lord  Soniers  : — and  what  then  ?  It  is 
always  invidious  to  compare  charaders,  and 
would  bg  impertinent  and  ungenerous  to  raife 
a  monument  to  the  fam^  of  either  of  thofe 
great  men  on  the  ruin  of  others.  The  world 
is  now  agreed  in  acknowledging  the  abilities 
and  merit  of  both  ;  but  it  is  well  known  to 
pll,  who  were  acquainted  with  this  noble 
perfon,  th^t  he  conftantly  made  Lord  Somers 
his  firft  and  avowed  mocjel ;  and  that  this 
eminent  Statefman,  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Holt,  were  the  two  charaders  in  the  long 
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robe,  whofe  conduct  he  always  wiflied  an3 
aimed  to  exprefs  in  his  own.     Yet  this  writer 
calls  him  *  a  Prerogative  Lawyer.*     We  all 
know   what  thefe  words  will  be  generally 
imderftood  to  imply;  and  it  is  fufficient  to 
anfwer,    that    not    this    pamphleteer    only, 
but  all  others  are  defied  to  give  one  fingle 
jnftance    of   the    late    Lord     Chancellor's 
Jiaving  at  any  time,  in  any  place,  or  uport 
^ny  occafion,    attempted    or  aimed  at   any 
extenfion   of  the  prerogative;  nay,  it  may 
be  faid,  for  it  is  well  known,  in  fome  pro- 
fecutions    which    he     was    to    condu(ft    as 
Artorney-General  in  very  ticklifh  times,  he 
managed  with  fuch  ability  and  candor  as  at 
once  to  give  the  mofl  entire  fatisfaftion  to 
the    Adminiftration,    whofe   diredions    he 
enforced,  and  even  to  extort  the  efleem  and 
.admiration   of  the  principal  leaders   of  the 
Oppofition,    who    were    mofl    immediately 
interefled  in  the  event  of  thofe  profeciitions. 
But  *  he  leaned  in  his  notions  too  much 
*  towards  ariflocracy.*  I  fliould   be  glad  to 
"afk  this  writer,  whether  the  Bill  for  abolifhing 
the  heretablejurifdidions,  and  the  other  Bills 
for  the  reformation   and  civilizing   of    the 
, Highlands   in  Scotland,  Which  every  body 
remembers  to  have  been  projeded  and  eon- 
duded  by   this  great  perfon,   are  not  the 
ilrongefl  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the  liberties 
of  the  community  in  general  on  the  truefl 

principles'. 
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principles,  and  his  not  being  blalTed  by  anjr 
undue  attachment  to  ariftocracy  ? 

The  account  of  his  Lord(hip*s  fpieech  orj 
the  preliminaries,  in  December  1762,  is  no% 
only  a  very  rude  and  unmannerly  on^,  (thef^ 
are  peccadillos  with  political  writers,)  but  is 
abfolutely  falfe  and  contrary  to  facfl.  I  fay 
this  with  the  more  confidence,  becaufe  J 
have  feen  very  faithful  and  accurate  notes  of 
this  fpeech  ;  and  I  do  affirm,  that  the  iingle 
objedlion  to  the  preliminaries,  which  this 
author  pretends  to  quote  from  it,  viz,  about 
the  boundaries  in  North  i^merica,  made  n^ 
part  of  the  fpeech,  nor  was  fo  much  as 
mentioned  in  it.  The  truth  is,  the  nobl^ 
Lord  adted  in  this  matter  upon  the  moll 
honourable  and  temperate  principle.  He  had 
been  juft  then  difmiffed  from  the  Cabinet, 
and  could  only  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  deliver 
his  fentiments  on  this  great  national  meafure. 
He;  acknowledged  readily  his  approbation  of 
many  things ;  and  thofe  which  he  difapproved* 
he  objected  to  with  fuch  propriety,  and  with 
fuch  weight,  that  fome  of  them  were  adually 
correded  in  the  definitive  treaty  ;  and  others 
would  have  been  probably,  had  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  carry  on  and  conclude  our 
negociations  for  the  peace  with  the  fame 
national  unanimity  with  which  we  fet  out. 

And  this  naturally  leads  to  a  queftjon, 
which  this  father  of  candp/,   .as   he  calls 
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himfelf,  has  afFededly  put  and  left  unJeter-i 
mined;  **  whether  his  Lordfliip  underftood 
foreign  affairs  or  not?*'  Thofe  who  want 
yet  to  fettle  their  judgments  in  this  matte? 
\vill  rather  be  direded,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  by 
the  opinion  of  fuch  as  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  him  in  the  Houfe,  or  at 
the  Council  Board,  than  by  the  crude  con- 
ceptions  of  this  malevolent  writer. 

We  are  next  inftru(fted  concerning  his 
Lordfhip*s  condud",  and  the  motives  to  it, 
in  regard  to  the  militia,  the  habeas  corpus* 
and  the  marriage  ads.  In  his  fpeech  on  the 
iirft  of  thefe,  which  I  well  remember,  he 
averred  of  himfelf  the  verf.  reverfe  to  what 
this  man  affirms  of  him,  ultri  creditisquiritesf 
And,  after  urging  his  objedlions  to  the  plan 
then  fent  up  from  the  Commons,  he  declared 
himfelf  in  favour  of  a  w^ell-regulated  mihtia; 
and  propofed  fuch  alterations  in  any  future 
fcheme  as  were  all  adopted  the  next  year, 
were  approved  in  both  Houfes,  and  received 
the  Royal  AfTent. 

As  to  the  habeas  corpus,  there  was  indeed 
a  bill  with  a  very  fpecious  titlecarrie(:  through 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1758,  with  the 
full  tide  of  popular  eloquence:  but  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  fome  of  the  mofl  dif- 
tinguifhed  lawyers  in  that  Houfe  ftrenuoufly 
oppoled  it;  and  when  it  came  up  to  the 
other,  the  fubjed  underwent  a  more  deliberate 
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>nd  folemn  difcuflion.  The  judges'  opinions 
were  taken  upon  the  leading  principles  of  the 
bill ;  and  they  gave  it  as  their  unanimous 
opinion,  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
of  right  and  not  of  courfe,  and  that  fome 
affidavit  or  allegation  of  probable  caufe  was 
neceflary  to  found  the  demand  upon.  In  the 
debate  which  afterwards  enfued,  fo  many 
inconveniencies  were  pointed  out  in  fo  mafterly 
a  manner  by  the  noble  Lord  here  afperfed, 
fupported  by  a  noble  Lord  of  the  fame 
learned  profeffion,  that  the  Houfe  was 
convinced  of  the  great  impropriety  and 
unfitnefs  of  the  Bill,  and  rejeded  it  without 
a  divifion.  The  proteft  which  followed  was 
only  figned  by  one  folitary  Lord. 

With  regard  to  the  marriage  acfl,  we  can- 
not but  remember  how  long  fome  provifions 
of  this  kind  had  been  called  for;  and,  with- 
out entering  into  a  difcuffion  of  all  the  points, 
or  indeed  of  any,  which  may  be  difputed  on 
this  argument,  we  may  affirm  with  a  truth, 
that  the  bill  did  not  take  its  rife  from  this 
noble  perfon,  but  from  a  motion  made  by 
another,  with  whom  he  was  not  connefted  in 
bufinefs;  that  the  bill  prepared  by  the  Judo-e$ 
was  by  every  body  deemed  inadequate,  ^nd 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  wool-pack  unanimoufly 
requefted  to  prepare  a  more  effediual  one. 
1  his  he  did  with  the  firmeft  perfuafion 
which  he  retained  to  his  laft  hour,  of  the 
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general  reafonablenefs  and  fitnefs  of  what  ig 
there  enadted;  yet  withal  conftantly  pro  felling 
an  entire  readinefs  to  concur  and  arfift  in 
'  framing  any  reafonable  amendments,  to  meet 
with  any  real  inconveniencies,  which  the 
prefent  bill  had  been  found  to  occafion. 

To  pronounce  concerning  any  man's  fecret 

motives,  is  in  the  higheft  degree  prefump- 

tuous;  but  if  this  be  in  all  cafes  hazardous, 

and    in   moil  cafes  ungenerous,    what  Ihall 

we  fay  of  a  writer  who  with  equal  folly  and 

aflTurance  fuppofes,  that  **  a  perfe(ftly  good 

Judge,  a  truly  wife  magiftrate,   a  perfon  of 

natural   good  tamper,  and  of   the  foundefl: 

tinderftanding  in  matters  of  law  and  equity;** 

all  of  thefe  qualities  ufually  proceeding  from 

found  principles,    and   tending  to   produce 

upright  condud,  ftiould  yet  not  deferve  the 

appellation  of  **  a  true  Patriot;"  fliould  have 

joined  in  opposition,  merely  from  private  and 

perfonal  dilfati$fad:ion ;    iliould  have  a(fted 

frequently    and    repeatedly    with    an    utter 

ignorance   of    our    national   interells,    both 

foreign  and  domeflic ;    and  fhould,  in  one 

•cafe  particularly,  (that  of  the  marriage  ad:,) 

liave  gone   upon  a  view,    which,    far  lei^ 

circumfpedion,  experience,  and  knowledge 

of  the  world  than  his  Lordfliip  is  admitted 

to  have  pofTefled,   muft  convince  any  man  is 

the  moft  abfurd,  wild,  and  irrational,   that 

can  be  entertained  or  imagined,  viz.  *•  The 
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perpetuating  a  fortune  or  family  once  made. 
&c.'*  The  diverfity  of  family  charatfters,  in 
a  very  few  generations,  or  even  in  one  and  the 
fame  often,  and  the  ceafelefs  fludlation  of 
events  in  the  fame  family,  muftfatisfy  every 
body,  that  no  man  of  good  fenfe  in  worldly- 
matters,  which  is  gracioufly  allowed  to  this 
noble  perfon,  could  amufe  himfelf  with  fuch 
a  vifionary  and  romantic  idea.  Vitcefumna 
hrcvisfpem  nos  vetat  uichoare  longam. 

As  to  the  many  petulant  and  malignant 
infinuations  thrown  out  ih   various  parts  of 
this  pamphlet  on  the  defcendents   from  this 
great  and  excellent  perfon,  I  am  perfuaded, 
they  all  of  them  as  much  and  as  thoroughly 
defpife  them  as  they  little  deferve  them.     I 
(hall  therefore  fay  nothing  at  all  to  any  thing 
levelled  at  them ;    nor  fhould    indeed  have 
written  what  I  have  in  defence  of  their  noble 
father,  fo  illiberally  and  wantonly  attacked, 
if  I  had  not  always,  on   the  jufteft  reafonsi 
entertained    the  higheft    reverence   for  his 
perfdn  and  virtues,  and  had  not  been  really 
affeded  with  an  hon^ft  indignation  at  feeing 
^hisaflies,  fcarce  cold  yet,   tratnpled  upon  in 
fodifrefpedlful  a  manner,  and  his  excellent 
eharadter    fo    unnect^ffarily    and    fo   rudely 
calumniated.    Ifay  calumniated  j  for  I  cannot 
help  retorting  (in  this  writer  his  own  idea, 
and  pronouncing  his  perfornjance  (as  far  as 
tdaies   to  the  part  here  animadverted  on) 
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a  /iM  In  all  its  forms ;  that  is,  according  to 
his   own  definition  of  one,   both  fa/fe  and 

malicious, 

December  15,   1764, 


T<?  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifer. 

X  HE  extraordinary  demand  for  a  pamphlet, 
entitled,  «*  A  Letter  concerning  Libels, 
••  Warrants,  &c."  owing  partly  to  the  nature 
of  the  fubjed:  it  profeffes  to  treat,  and  not  a 
little  to  fome  other  ingredients  with  which  it 
is  feafoned,  having  brought  it  to  a  fourth 
edition ;  I  had  endeavoured  to  perfuadp 
myfelf  that  the  author  or  authors,  convinced 
by  the  information  they  muft  have  received 
through  feveral  of  the  public  papers,  of  the 
grofs  and  wilful  miftakes  they  bad  been 
guilty  of  in  refpe^l  to  fome  memorable  fads, 
as  well  as  fome  charaders  which  d^ferved 
a  different  treatment,  would  have  fo  far 
liflened  to  the  calls  of  truth  and  juftice,  as 
to  have  expunged  feveral  pafTages  which 
appeared  in  the  former  editions,  containing 
the  moft  injurious  refledions  on  the  dead  as 
well  as  the  living ;  reflections  not  warranted 
in  any  manner,  nor  to  be  accounted  for  or 
explained,  except  upon  the  amiable  motives 
of  envy,  jealSufy,   and  a  fpirit  of  fadio^. 
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But  as  I  find  upon  looking  into  the  third 
edition,  that  inftead  of  ading  as  became 
friends  to  truth,  or  even  generous  adverfaries ; 
inftead  of  retracfling  falfehoods  or  miftakes 
however  palpable,  they  have  not  only  repeated 
them  again  and  again,  but  at  the  fame  time 
accumulated  new  injuries  and  new  calumnies; 
I  think  it  incumbent  upon  thofe  who  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  real  characters  and 
fadls,  which  thefe  worthy  alTertors  of  liberty 
and  the  conftitution  of  their  country  have  fo 
traduced,  to  ftand  forth,  and  not  fufFer  the 
unprejudiced  part  of  mankind  to  be  deceived 
by  the  grofs  partiality  and  flagrant  malice  of 
fuch  writers.  It  is  with  this  view  alone 
(detefting  as  I  do  the  warfare  of  newfpapers 
and  party  pamphlets)  that  I  have  been  induced 
to  undertake  the  drudgery  of  pointing  out 
and  expofing  fome  of  the  falfe  imputations, 
which  have  been  heaped  with  fuch  peculiar 
virulence,  upon  the  memory  and  public 
condu(5l  of  the  late  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  in 
the  later  editions  of  this  bulky  libel. 

Some  ftridlures  having  already  been  made 
[The  preceding  paper  addreffed  to  the  Printer 
of  the  Public  Advertifer.]  with  great  truth 
and  propriety,  upon  the  injurious  and  ma- 
licious attempt  towards  a  charac^ter  of  this 
noble  perfon  as  it  flood  in  the  firft  edition  of 
this  performance,    I    fhall   wholly    confine 

*    -^  myfelf 
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myfelf  to  fuch  alterations  arid  additions  sk$ 
have  fince  appeared  in  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  this  Fatl^er  of  CarJout 
has  thought  fit  to  ftigmatize  fome  proceedings 

V  n'  ^^!^^^JJ^%*s  reign  againft  a  certain 

V  .  L..   ot  Oxford,  as  being  very  oppreffive, 
and   ni  the   fame  breath   to   impute  them,' 
without  the  leaft  hefitation  or  ceremony    to 
Lord  Hardwicke's  advice  and.diredionj  not 
caftmg  the   leaft  cenfure  upon  the  late  Six 
p    Ryder,  then  Attorney-General.  who  con- 
duced the  profecution  as  far  as  it  went,  and 
who  had  too  much  experience  and  ability  in 
his  -profeflion  to  want  advice  or  direftion  j 
and  was  by  principle  and  education  too  zealous 
a  Whig,  and  of  too  humane  a  temper,  to  lay 
the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon  any  fubjea, 
however  worthkfs,  where  the  Law  and  his 
duty  did  not  fully  authorize  and  require  it. 
But  why  then  is  it  charged  upon  this  Noble* 

•  L  1.^°^^^^  appear,  or  can  it  be  pretended 
yiixXi  the  leaft  truth,  that  he  was  even  alked 
his  opinion  about  it,  much  more  that  he 
gave  any  fuch  advice  or  diredion  to  the 
Attorney-General  ?  Does  merely  holding  the 
Great  Seal  then,  and  affifting  at  the  Cabinet 
Council,  make  a  man  refponfible  for  an 
Attorney-Generars  execution  of  his  ofEce? 
If  fo,  why  is  not  the  Noble  Lord  who  at 
prefent  fills  that  ftation,  arraigned  through- 
out  this  libel  for  every  ftep  of  the  proceed. 
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ing  againfl:  Mr.  Wilkes,  inftead  of  the  two 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  late  and  prefeat 
Attorney-General. 

The  next  thing  which  prefents  itfelf  is  a 
modeft  affertion  (introduced  into  a  long  and 
laboured  padiige,  which  is  intended,  I  fuppofe, 
to  pafs  for  a  complete  chara^er  of  his  Lord- 
Ihip)  of  his  having  once  affeCied  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Clarendon.     A  more  abfurd  piece  of 
falfehood  was  never   invented,  nor  one  lefs 
probable  in  the  cafe  of  a  man,  who  had  foi' 
fo  many  years   ennobled   his  own  name  by' 
the  force  of  his  own  genius,  nor  lefs  fuitable 
to   the  judgment,    modeily,  and  whole  be- 
haviour of  that  noble  perfon.     The  truth  is, 
he  ttiore  than  once  declined  the  honour  of  the 
advancement  itfelf;    during    which  time   a 
report  being   fpread,  that  his  late  Majefty 
was  graciouily  pleafed  to  intend  it  for  him, 
it  was    feverai  times  infer*       m  the  News- 
papers, that  he  was  to  be  created  Earl   of 
Clarendon.  This  is  literally  the  whole  foun- 
dation there  ever  was,  or  could  be,  for  fuch 
an  idle  tale,  unlefs  one  could  fuppofe  it  was 
defigned  to  give  uncafinefs  to  the  family  and 
dependents  ot  that  celebrated  Minifter. 

He  then  proceeds  to  give  a  moft  falfe  ac 
count  ot  Lord  Hardwicke's  fpeech  in  tht 
HoLife  of  Lords  upon  the  Preliminaries.  I 
don  t  mean  to  dwell  upon  fuch  infinuations 
or  exprelTions  as  have  already  been  animadv 

verted 


'  I  'i 


tmi 


m' 


48  APPENDIX. 

verted  upon;  but  it  is  impoflible  to  let  fucJl 
notorious  falfehoods  be  repeated  and  aggra- 
vated day  after  day,  without  exprefling  a 
juft  indignation  at  fuch  fhamelefs  profligacy. 
He  was  fo  far  from  objedting  to  the  Boun- 
daries between  the  Britilh  and  French  Colo- 
nies in  North- America,  fettled  by  that 
treaty,  that  he  thought  them  the  beft  ima- 
ginable. This  the  author  has  been  already 
told  in  print;  notwithftanding  which,  as  if 
determined  to  bear  down  even  truth  itfelf  by 
mere  effrontery,  he  has  added  a  particularity 
to  the  fuppofed  obje(flion  as  foolifti  and  as 
falfe  as  all  the  refl. 

What  opinion  their  Lordfhips  entertained 
of  his  fpeech  th^t  day,  I  (hall  not  prefume 
to  determine :  Sure  I  am,  however,  that  he 
retained  the  powers  of  his  mind  too  perfe(5t 
even  to  the  laft  to  give  the  leaft  colour  for 
the  low  comparifon,  under  which  the  pre- 
judiced and  vulgar  ideas  of  this  malignant 
Writer  have  thought  fit  to  reprefent  him. 

He  felt  perhaps  as  few  of  the  defedls  of 
age  as  moft  of  his  contemporaries,  and  yet  he 
has  been  known  to  fay  of  himfelf  in  that 
Affembly,  Non  eadem  ejl  JEtas^  non  Mens, 
But  let  thofe  who  remember  the  part  he  fuf- 
tained  for  fo  many  years  at  the  Bar,  upon 
the  Bench,  and  in  Parliament,  during  the 
warmefl  political  contells  againfl  the  ablefl 
fpeakers,  recoiled:  the  light  in  which  he 

always 
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always  appeared;  his  grace,   flrength,  and 
dignity  of  manner;  quicknefs  and  compre- 
henfion  of  thought ;  and  let  them  fay  if  they 
can,  that  he   had  neither  imagination,  wit, 
or  eloquence ;  that  he  betrayed  on  any  occal 
iion  a  want  of  the  ornamental  and  graceful 
accomplifhments  of  literature,    in  which  he 
had  the  felicity  to  be  better  grounded,  and  to 
have  more  accuracy  and  extent  than  almoft 
any  man  who   had  engaged  fo  early  and  fo 
Jong  m  public  bufinefs ;  or  that  he  gave  any 
marks  of  that  Plainnefs  of  education,  which 
this    polite,    ingenious,    and   accomplifhed 
writer,    with  as  little  regard  to  truth   as 

^^u""^'  n  P'^^^^"^  ^°  ^^^^w  upon  him. 
ihe  refleaions  caft  upon  his  fpeech  on 
the  firft  draught  of  the  Militia  Bill  fent  up 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1756,  have 
been  /o  fully  anfwered  in  a  former  paper, 
that  I  fhall  fay  but  little  to  them.     I  rnuil 
however  obferve,  that  though  he  fuffffefted 
many  and  weighty   political  objedlions    to 
that  J3ill    he  niade  none  oi  2,  religious  nature, 
unlefs  the  author  is  abfurd  enough  to  call 
difapproying  the  mode,  prepared  in  that  Bill, 
of  exercifing  the  men  on  Sundays,  a  religious 
objection.      So    far    from    enervating^  the 
icheme,  by  propofing  to  reduce  the  number 

nr^^^^'uf^'  ^^"""^^  ^^  ^y  ^^^^  nieans  a 
pra^icable  meafure ;  and  whoever  will  at- 
tempt to  mcreafe  the  number,   will  have 
^^^-  »^-  E  enough 
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enough  to  contend  with  in  anfwenng  th« 
complaints,  of  the  country  upon  fuch  an 
augmentation.  So  far  from  contriving  to 
defeat  the  execution  of  it  in  his  particular 
county  after  it  became  a  law,  the  moil 
pundual  obedience  was  paid  to  the  A6b  in 
every  particular  by  the  noble  perfon  who 
was  then,  and  is  now,  his  Majeily's  Lieute- 
nant in  that  county;  the  Mihtia  of  which 
was  adually  raifed  and  difciplined  for  two 
years  together  during  the  war,  and  is  now 
on  foot  again,  and  was  called  out  to  their 
annual  exercife  in  May  laft. 

There  is  but  one  thing  more  which  truth 
compels  me  to  take  notice  of,  and  that  is, 
what  this  well-informed  writer  thinks  pro- 
per to  fay,  with  regard  to  the  judges  who 
were  called  to  that  important  ilation,  whilft 
the  Great  Seal  was  in  his  hands.  Can  any 
'  one  who  looks  round  Weftminfter-Hall  at 
this  hour,  forget  who  recommended  many 
of  the  ableft  who  now  fit  there  ?  as  able  and 
as  upright  men  as  ever  adminiftered  juflicc 
in  any  age  or  any  country.  Can  he  forget 
or  affed  to  treat  with  contempt  the  names  of 
profejjional  merit  of  fome  who  are  dead,  or 
retired.  Reeves,  Lee,  Ryder,  Strange,  Wright, 
Burnet,  Foiler,  Clarke,  and  others,  who 
might  be  mentioned  ?  Or  will  he  venture 
to  ailert,  that  thefe  men  obtained  their  feats 
^  Upon  the  bench  by  minijieriai^  XioiprofeJImiali 
'  merif.  1  hough 


APPENDIX. 


^1 


Though  I  perceive  that   the  fubje(fl  has 
carried   me  farther  than  I  at  firft  dfefigned, 
yet  before  I  have  quite  done  with  it,  I  think 
fome  notice  fhould   be  taken  of  the  many 
fcattered  paflages  in  this  curious  medley  of 
factious  politics,  extravagant  law  do^rines, 
and  perfonal  abufe,   inferted  with  the  genel 
rous  purpofe  of  depreciating,  by  this  virulent 
libel,  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  family 
and  defcendants  of  the  noble  perfon  above 
mentioned.     But  as  there  happens  to  be  one 
among    them,    whofe     talents,    eloquence, 
learning,    and   integrity,    have  raifed  him 
to  a  height  i-    the  profeffion  of  the  law. 
which  in  the  gc  leral  cfteem  of  the  Bar,  and 
in  the  public  voice,   gave  him  juft  and  regu- 
lar pretenfions  to  the  firil  honours  in  it ;  who 
filled,  for  many  years,  two  great   ftations, 
with  as  much  capacity  and  reputation,  as  any 
man  whatever;  and  who  lately  refigned  one 
of  them,  fo  as  to  afferthis  own  honour  and 
lentiments  with  the  mofl  weight  and  free- 
dom,   at  the  hazard  of  every  thing  which 
can  be  called  profit  or  ambition ;   who  is  too 
knowing  to  be  dilated  to  on  points  which 
concern  the  law  and  conftitution;   too  faga- 
cious  and  honefl  to  be  made  a  foolj  too  wife 
and  temperate  in  his  public  condud  to  pleafe 
the  felfifli,   the  interefted,  and  the  violent; 
too  free  and  independent  in  his  fituation  and 
fortune,  to  Lj  himfelf{\n  the  language  of  this 
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writer)  at  thffeet  of  any  man,  or  to  caff  his 
opinions  into  any  miniflerial  or  popular  mould, 
becaufe  it  may  happen  to  fuit  with  the  times, 
or  with  his  o^r/n  intereft:  He  is  therefore 
peculiarly  marked  out  lor  vengeance, — his 
condudl  in  Parliament  mifreprefented  and 
traduced,  where  in  truth  it  gained  him  much 
credit  in  all  the  inftances  alluded  to;  and 
his  good  name  to  be  branded  with  every 
ill-natured  epithet,  2nd  falfe  refledion, 
which  the  infolence,  the  injuftice,  and  the 
private  views  of  others  can  fuggefl. 

After  all,  let  me  appeal  to  the  zealous 
admirers  of  this  libeller,  whether  he  who 
wantonly  facrifices  the  truth  of  fadis,  and 
charad^ers  above  fufpicion,  to  the  dark  pur- 
pdfes  of  calumny  and  envy,  has  the  leafl 
claim  to  the  applaufe  or  confidence  of  any 
party. 

Law  difpenfed  by  fuch  writers,  is  like  a 
fword  in  the  hands  of  a  madman ;  it  will  flab 
indeed,  but  it  will  ftab  in  the  dark,  the 
friends  rather  than  the  enemies  of  the  Con- 
ftitution ;  and  thus  it  may  become  a  terror  to 
innocent  and  worthy  citizens,  inflead  of  an 
inftrument  of  jufticeagainfl  profligate  Mini- 
fters  and  lawlefs  fubjeds. 

January  30,  1765. 
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THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 


February  3,   1780. 

ROM   the   fpirited  proceedings    of   the 
petitioning  counties,  the  nation  has  already- 
gained  one  great  advantage,     k  has  had  the 
faireft  opportunity  of    trying   the   different 
pretenfions  of  thole  who  profefled  to  have  its 
welfare  and  glory  at  heart.     Private  intereft 
and  public  utility  have  ered:ed  their  feveral 
ftandards.      The   mercenary  bands   of   the 
one  have  been   driven  to   the    neceffity   of 
feparatingthemfelves  publicly  from  the  friends 
of  the  other.     The  great  party  of  the  nation 
flands    glorioufly    diftinguifhed    from    the 
fusions  r^/tf/^^nr  of  a  corrupt  Adminiflration. 
The   imputation  of  the   felfifti  views  of 
ambition  and  avarice,  fo  artfully  thrown  out 
againft  the  oppoferis  of  the  prefent  difgraceful 
fyflem,  has  at  length  been   unqueftionably 
brought  home  to  the  fupporters  of  that  fyftem; 
and  oppofition  has   gained   that  confidence 
from   the  people,    to  which  their 'patriotic 
exertions  had  fo  long,  and  fo  juflly  entitled 
them.  '  • 

An  event  fo  defirable  is  not  more  to  be 
alcribed  to  the  condud  of  the  petitioners, 
Iban  to  th?  meafures  purfued  by  the  few  who 

oppofi? 
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oppofe  them.  We  are  indebted,  I  hope,  to 
the  goodnefs  of  Providence  for  the  feledlion 
of  thefe  men.  Zealous  without  knowledge, 
abilities  or  difcretion,  they  have  been  betrayed 
<  into  an  avowal  of  the  fecret  deligns  of  their 
employers.  Tranfported  by  an  eager  defire 
of  recommending  themfelves,  they  have 
divulged  the  dark  myfteries  of  the  court, 
and  explained  its  deep  laid  fchemes  and 
arbitrary  doArines,  to  an  aflembly  of  Britilh 
freeholders. 

Thefe  dodtrines,  it  is  true,  we  have  feen 
artfully  inculcated,  for  feveral  pail,  in  all  the 
venal  produdiops  of  the  minifterial  prints. 
From  the  learned  Penfioner,  [Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon.]  whofe  talents  were  once  happily 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  down 
to  the  writers  of  daily  eflays,  and  newfpaper 
paragraphs,  not  a  mercenary  pen  but  has 
infinuated  them  more  or  lefs  covertly.  But 
the  formal  and  authentic  confefTion  of  them 
was  referved  for  the  daring  and  intrepid  fpirit 
of  Mr.  Smelt.  ^      ^ 

Emboldened  by  the  boundlefs  favour  he 
enjoyed  with  his  Sovereign,  that  gendemaa 
thought  himfelf  authorifed  to  fpeak  without 
fear  or  reftraint.  With  that  familiarity  to 
which  he  has  been  fo  long  admitted,  Jbe 
fnatched  away  the  veil  the  petitioners  had 
refpedifully  drawn  round  the  throne.  He 
boldly  produced  the  perfon  of  his  royal  friend, 

and, 
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and,  to  a  {et  of  men  who  pointed  their 
cenfures  only  at  his  Minifters,  held  him  up 
s^s  an  obje(i  of  the  jiifteft  terror,  and  the 
moft  alarming  apprehenfion. 

For  what  were  his  words  ?  Did  this  bofom 
confident  of  the  King  of  a  free  people  hefitate 
to  reprefent  him  to  his  diftant  fubje(5ts  in  the 
light  of  an  Aiiatic  defpot  ?  to  feat  him  amid 
the  blaze  and  unappi'oachable  fplendour  of 
majejlyy  felf-honoured,  felf-beloved,  and  felf- 
enjoyed.  Did  he  hefitate  to  propofe  the 
ci  mature  of  the  conflitution  to  the  adoration  of 
the  public,  as  the  firfl  animating  principle, 
the  great  informing  fpirit,  the  elTence  of  that 
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very  powerto  which  itowes  even  its  exiflence? 
Did  he  not  even  make  his  boaft  of  the  in* 
dignation  with  which  he  was  fired,  when 
he  heard  his  royal  protedor  fly  led  thefervant 
of  the  people  f  A  title  which  the  mofl 
defpotic  monarchs,  at  leafl,  affeSl  to  glory  in, 
as  the  furefl  to  enthrone  them  in  the  hearts  of 
their  fubjeds,  but  which,  it  feems,  is  con- 
fidered  as  an  infult  on  a  defcendant  of  the 
Houfe  of  Brunfwick  !  To  whom,  then,  is 
that  Prince  indebted  for  the  crown  he  wears  ? 
To  the  people  alTerting  their  rights.  To 
whom  does  he  owe  the  preference  given  to 
his  line  over  the  elder  branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Stuart  ?  To  the  people.  Why  is  he  not  at 
this  inflant  buried  in  obfcurity,  confounded 
among  the  petty  Princes  who  are  fubfidiary  to 
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the  throne,  to  which  the  fubverfion  of  the 
dodrines  of  his  favourite,  paved  him  the 
way  ?  Why,  but  for  the  people  averting 
their  rights,  and  delegating  a  power  which  it 
was  theirs  alone  to  confer  ?  And  fhall  it  be  a 
difgraeeto  this  Prince  to  be%led  the  fervant 
of  that  people  ?  Shall  the  man,  whom  he  has 
taken  to  his  bofom,  declare  the  very  idea  to 
be  narrow,  little  and  mean,  unworthy  of  % 
King  of  England  ? 

The  public  and  authentic  avowal  of  the 
dodrines  of  the  Court  produced  the  effeds  it 
was  natural  to  exped:  among  the  defcendants 
of   the   revolutionifls.     Whigs    and    Tories 
equally  took  the  alarm.     The  whole  body  of 
the  freeholders  of  York,  whom  their  diftreffes 
had  aflembled,  with  a  view  of  examining  into 
the  caufe  of  their  grievances,  were  convinced 
by  Mr.  Smelt  of  the  neceffity  of  concurring 
in  the   meafures   propofed  to  them  by  the 
promoters  of  the  petition.     For  at  the  very 
moment  they  were  complaining  of  x\i^ficret 
influence  of  the  Crown,  they  were  infulted 
by  an  open  declaration  of  its  ambitious  and 
unconftitutional  views.      While  they   were 
exprefling   their  fears  at  an   encreafe  of  a 
dangerous  power,  purchafed  under  h^nd  by 
the   money  of  the  public,    they    heard    it 
declared  by  unqueflionable  authority,   that  in 
the  dodirine  of  the  Court  this  power  required 
to  be  encreafed  greatly,    beyond  even    it^ 
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prefent  encroachments.  They  were  befeeching 

their  reprefentatives  to  adopt  the  moft  fleady 

and    effediual    meafures    for  relieving    the 

country  from  the  enormous  weight  of  taxes 

with  which  it  was  opprefled,  and  they  were 

told  that  in   the  dodirine  of  the  Court  this 

country   could  never   be  properly  governed, 

till  thofe  taxes  fliould  be  rendered  perpetual, 

and  till  the  nation  fhould  be  precluded  from 

every  hope  of  relief.     Even  thofe  who  had 

attended  the  affembly  with  an  intention  of 

oppofing  the  pd^ition,    were   compelled  by 

fuch  alarming  difcoveries  to  join  in  the  prayer 

of  it ;    and  all  the  fruits  produced  by  the 

efFufion  of  this  very  loyal  zealot,  were  to  give 

unanimity  to  the  meeting,  and  to  unite  all 

parties  in  one  great  conftitutional  caufe. 

If  the  nation  has  derived  fo  great  an  ad^ 
vantage  from  the  rafh  and  impetuous  zeal  of 
Mr.  Smelt,  it  is  no  lefs  indebted  to  the  condud: 
of  the  perfons  employed  by  the  Minifter  m 
another  county,  (Hertford.)   Nature  has  been 
very    fparing   of    her  gifts   to    the    young 
nobleman,  (Salijbury)  whom  he  has  placed 
at  their  head.     But  his  Lordfliip  endeavours 
to  make  up  by  zeal  what  he  wants  in  abilities. 
It   fills  us  with  indignation  to  hear  of  the 
infamous  arts  employed  to  millead  the  ig- 
norant, and  intimidate  the  dependent,  whom 
rhe  agents   of   that  nobleman,    and  of  his 
jpenfioi^ed    ^iTifl^nts,    induce    to    iign    the 

Hertford 
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Hertford   proteft.      A    prote/l    againft    the 

proceedings  of  a  meeting,   at  which  they  did 

not  even   afTift,  and  of   which  they  muft, 

confequently,  be  utterly  ignorant.    A  proteft* 

the  very  firit  claufe  of  which  is  no  lefs  an 

infiilt  on  their  iinderftanding,  than  an  outrage 

on  the^r  feelings  as  Englifhmen.    It  renounces 

one  of  the  mofl  facred  rights  they  enjoy.     It 

*  difclaims  a  privilege  which   their  anceltors 

bled  to  feciire,  and  which  they  tranfmitted  to 

their  pofterity,  as  a  dear  bought  and  invaluable 

inheritance. 

Infatuated  people  !  while  they  put  their 
liands  to  their  own  condemnation;    while 
they  fign  the  inftrument  of  their  own  flavery, 
and  encourage  their  hard   talk    mailers    to 
cncreafe  their  burdens,  the  men  by  whofe 
interefted   arts   they  are  duped  and  mifled, 
reap  the  fruits  of  their  folly,  and  fatten  on 
their    fpoils.      The    leaders,     whom    they 
blindly  follow,  are  the  very  men  who  enjoy 
the  enormous  falaries  and  unmerited  penfions, 
which   the    founder  part   of   their   fellow- 
freeholders  require  to  be  converted  from  the 
enriching  of  individuals  to  the  fervice  of  the 
State.     Even  nov/  the  golden  reward  hangs 
ready  to  the  grafp  of  their  Lord  Lieutenant, 
( Salijiury,)  ind  animates  him  to  perfeverance. 
The  lucrative  employment  (Treafurer  of  the 
Houfehold,)  fo  generoufly  refigned  by  a  virtu- 
ous young  nobleman,  (CariiJk,)\v\iQ  fcorned 

"to 
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to  owe  any  part  of  his  fplendor  to  the 
fufferings  of  the  people,  he  claims  as  his  due. 
He  counts  it  as  earned  by  his  fervices  in  the 
favourite  caufe  of  corruption.  He  triumphs 
in  the  gains  he  has  made  from  the  credulity 
of  the  deluded  inftruments  of  his  growing 
ambition,  and  maintains  that  he  is  invited  by 
themfelves  to  (hare  in  their  plunder. 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 
7o  the  Earl  of  H gh. 

February  17,  1780. 

MY  J.ORD,  ' 

When  the  defection   of  the    houfe  of 
Bedford   compelled   the  interior  cab.net  to 
feek  for  fit  charaiSers  to  fupply  at  the  Coun- 
cil-Board  the  furious  and  vindictive  fpirit  of 
that  party,    they  naturally   caft   their  eyes 
upon  your  Lordlhip.     The  principles  which 
have  mvariably  direded  your  political  con- 
dud,  and   the  temper  and  difpofitions  you 
had  manifefted  at  a  former  memorable  crifis. 
tullyjuftified  their  choice.     It  promifed  as 
favourably  to  the  interefts  of  their  fyftem,  as 
It  boded  ill  to  the  happinefs  of  this  country, 
and  alarmed  the  friends  of  the  conftitution 
m  proportion  to  the  fatisfadion  expreffed  on 

your 
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your  appointment  by  the  creatures  of  the 
Court. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  free  to  confefs, 
that  I  by  no  means  feh  all  that  terror  and 
apprehenfion    which    your   return   to  office 
diftuied    rnongft  mofl  ranks  of  men.  If  your 
abilities,  mueed,  could  keep  pace  with  the 
wifhes   of  your  heart,   I  (hould  think   that 
Heaven,  in  its  utmoft  difpleafure,  could  not 
in.^iCt  a  heavier  curfe  on  this  nation,  than  to 
lu^fcf  you  to  take  a  part  in  the  dire^ion  of 
Its  councils.     But  in  the  weaknefs  of  your 
underftanding,  I  thought  I  faw  a  refource 
s^gaiolt  the  depravity  of  your  principles,  and 
the   malignancy  of  your   deiigns*      I  even 
conceived  fome  hopes   of  public  advantage 
from  the  efFe<fts  of  your  adminiflration.     A 
rafh   and  ungovernable  zeal,    that  excluded 
«11  prudence  and  difcretion,  and  difdainedall 
reftraint,  might  not,  I  imagined,  prove  un- 
ierviceable  to  the  caufc  of  the  people.  Your 
condua  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ameri- 
on  diiTenfions  was  frefh  in  my  recolledion. 
ihe  illiberal  and  ill  grounded  cenfures,  and 
the  Violent  and  unconftitutional  proceedings 
by  which  you  drove  the  colonics  into  rebel- 
lion,    and  tore  afunder  all   the  bonds   that 
united  them  to  the  parent  ftate,  gave  me  no 
room  to  miilake  the  line  you  were  likely  to 
tollowin  our  prefent  domeftic  diflradions, 
i  looked  for  a  repetition  of  the  fame  impo- 
^  litic 


APPENDIX.  6l 

litlc  Councils.  I  could  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the  fame  infolent  and  intemperate  mea- 
fares  were  meant  to  be  purfued.  The  pub- 
lic would  neceflarily  be  ftruck  with  the 
refemblance,  and  the  fad  leflbn  they  had  been 
taught  by  the  refult  of  thofe  meafures  among 
the  eolonifls  would  naturally  put  them  on 
their  guard  againft  them,  when  they  faw 
that  they  aimed  immediately  at  their  own 
peace  and  happinefs,  and  would  c;^en  their 
eyes  to  the  real  intentions  of  f  overnn  ent. 

Your  condud  has  fully  jufiifi^d  mf  fuf- 
picions.  In  the  violent  refohtiorii  lately 
adopted  in  the  cabinet  againft  the  favourers 
of  the  petitions,  the  people  evidently  dif- 
covered  the  traces  of  your  chara(5ter.  You 
may  reft  affured,  my  Lord,  that  they  give 
you  entire  credit  for' them.  You  may  ex- 
pedt  at  their  hands  the  fulled  retribution, 
and  the  jufteft  recompence.  But  if  they 
could  have  entertained  any  doubts  on  the 
fubjed,  you  have  taken  care  effecaually  to  re- 
move them.  You  have  declared  yourfelf  their 
profefTed  enemy,  in  one  of  the  moft  delicate 
and  eflential  points.  You  have  confefled 
yourfelf  to  be  one,  at  leaft,  of  the  Minifters 
who  labour  to  alienate  the  afFe^ions  of  his 
Majefty  from  a  majority  of  his  itioft  loyal 
and  affedtionate  fubjedrs. 

If  their  humble  and  dutiful  petitions  to  be 
cafed  of  the  opprefTive  burdens  under  which 

they 
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they  labour,  have  been  mifreprefented  to 
their  Sovereign  as  faaious,  and  founded 
merely  tn  afpirit  of  violence  and  party,  your 
Lordftiip  acknowledges  yourfelf  to  be  one  of 
the  authors  of  fuch  mifreprefentation. 

If  their  conftitutional  meetings  to  collecfl 
the  fentiments  of  the  public,  and  legally  to 
convey  them  to  the  reprefentatives,  to  whom 
that  public  has  delegated  the  guardianfhip  of 
its  rights,  and  the  defence  of  its  property, 
be  mifreprefented  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  as 
dangerous,  dijloyal,  feditious  combinations, 
evidently  tending  to  rebellion,  your  Lordfhip 
acknowledges  yourfelf  to  be  the  author  of 
fuch  mifreprefentations. 

If  the  freeholders  of  England  be  denied 
the  privileges  that  have  been  acknowledged 
to  belong  to  other  fubjeds  of  the  empire  ; 
if  the  armed  affociations  of  Ireland  have  had 
the  fanaion  and  approbation  of  the  Minifter, 
and  \it\i€\x peremptory  demands  have  procured 
^edrefs,  while  our  humble  and  fubmifive 
reprefentations  have  been  branded  zs  feditious 
and  tending  to  rebellion,  to  your  Lordfhip 
they  are  particularly  indebted  tor  the  infultinff 
diftindlion.  ^ 

If  his  Maje%  has  been  counfelled  to 
difmifs  from  the  government  of  counties, 
(Lord  Pembroke,  &rr,)  men  of  the  firft  cha- 
radler  and  property  in  his  dominions,  for 
exerting  the  privileges  referved  to  them  in 

common 
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common  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow-fubjeds, 
by  the  fame  power  to  which  he  is  indebted 
for  his  own  title  to  the  throne,  your  Lordfliip 
acknowledges  yourfelf    to  be   one    of   the 
authors  of  that  council — 'you  pledge  yourfelf 
to    perfevere   in    the  refolution  and  firmnefi 
?iecelfary   to  fubdue  thofe   men — to  punifli, 
without  pity,  the   petitioners  and  their  fup- 
porters,  and  all  who  dare  maintain  the  lega- 
lity of  their  proceedings,  or  their  right  to 
reprefent  their  grievances,  and  call  for  redrefs. 
Has  your  Lordiliip  weighed  well  the  con- 
fequences  of  this  open  attack  on  the  majefty 
of  the  people  ?     What  preparations  have  you 
made  to  meet  their  collecfled  indignation? 
In  other  queftions   between  them   and  the 
different   members  of  Adminiftration,  they 
may   content  themfelves   with   fupplicating 
for .  redrefs.     In  this  they  mufl  call  aloud  for 
vengeance.     In  vain  will  you  have  recourfe 
to  the  ftate  device  of  confounding  your  own 
caufe  with  the  caufe  of  the  crown  and  con- 
ftitution.  You  may  procure  the  willing  votes 
of  a  corrupt  majority  in  parliament  by  holding 
up  every  attack  on  your  adminiftration  as  an 
attack  on  the  ftate ;  but  to  the  feelings  of  the 
freeholders  of  Great-Britain,  whom  you  have 
infulted,  vilified,  and  traduced,  and  on  whofe 
Tights  you  have  trampled,    fuch  arguments 
will  only  prove  an  aggravation  to  your  guilt. 
Believe  me,    my  Lord,    they   are  fully 
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aware  of  your  defigns.  They  have  little 
reafon-  to  forget  the  tranfadtions  of  your 
former  adminiftration.  They  recoiled  that 
the  very  terms  of  that  black  hand-writing,  by 
which  you  firft  denounced  the  vengeance  of 
adminiftration  againft  the  devoted  Colonifts, 
were  the  fame  that  fell  from  the  tranfports 
of  your  furious  zeal  in  the  late  debate  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

In  that  fatal  inflrument  of  irrevocable  pro- 
fcription,  you  reprefented  a  meafure  perfedly 
legal,    perfedly   conftitutional,    a    meafure 
that  tended  folely  to  lay  the  grievances   of 
the  fubjed:  before  the  throne,  as  inflammatory 
in  its  nature,  tending  to  create  unwarrantable 
combinations,    and  calculated   to  inflame    the 
minds  of  the  people.     You  exhorted  the  crea- 
tures of  government  to  defeat  fo  flagitious  an 
attempt,  and  to  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it 
deferved.     You  denied  it  to  be  the  refolution 
of  the  majority  of  the  people,  but  of  a  fet  of 
fadiious  deflgning  men;    and  you  afterwards 
procured  a  proteft  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  Hatfield  to  prove  your  affertions. 
You  threatened  the  authors  and  fupporters 
of  fuch  proceedings  with  punifloment  without 
pity  I  and  you  warned  them  th^it  proper  care 
ihould  be  taken  to  maintain  the  dignity  o€ 
government.     The  refult   has  proved  what 
that  proper  care  was  defign^d  to  have  beenj 
and  thus  did  you  drive  a  loyal  and  fubmifTive 

people 
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people  inta  all   the    excefTes   of  rebellion, 
which  you  falfely  laid  to  their  charge. 

High  and  honefl  minds  can  ill  brook  un- 
merited fufpicions.     Refentment  at  the  un- 
deferved  imputation  of  the  guilt  they,  abhor 
fometimes  precipitates  them  into  the  adtual 
commiffion  of  that   very  guilt;    and  when 
infolent  and  falfe  accufations  are  followed  by- 
intemperate  violence,  and  arbitrary  perfecu- 
tion,  they  feldom  fail  of  this  effed:.     The 
great  Conde  tells  us,  that  he  went  into  the 
Baftile  the  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjea  in 
his  Sovereign's  dominions,  and  that  he  came 
put  his   moft  implacable  enemy.      Hiftory 
could  furnifh  a  thoufand  fimilar  examples. 
Your  Lordfhip  has  added  to  them  one  of  the 
moft  fatal  and  inftrudlive  that  ever  ftained 
its  page.     That  you  have  not  profited  either 
by  your  own  experience,  or  the  experience 
of  others  di<qualifies  you  from  governing  the 
affairs  of  men,  who  are  at  all  times  acftuated  • 
by  like  paffions  on  like  trials.     In  accounting 
for  your  condud:,  your   Lordfhip   and  the 
public   will  think   very  differently.      Your 
beft  friends   excufe  you  at  the  expence  of 
your  underftanding.     But  whatever  the  pre- 
fent  times   may  determine,  you  may  hope 
that  pofterity,  though  it  will  never  look  up 
to  you  as  a   pattern  to  imitate,  will  at  leaft 
propofe  you  as  an  example  to  deter. 

In  this  time  of  your  ambition  you  muft 
vol**  III.  F  however 
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however  be  content  to  haVe  cfriven  one" 
country  into  rebellion.  By  your  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  defigns  of  the  Colonifts  to 
the  Englifh  nation,  you  armed  them  againft 
each  other,  and  fteeped  their  hands  in  kindred 
b^lood.  But  you  cannot  mifreprefent  the 
intentions  of  the  freeholders  of  this  kingdom 
to  themfelves. 

They  have  taken  their  fland  within  the 
Hallowed  circle  of  the  conftitution,  as  it  is 
marked  out  by  the  venerable  hands  of  their 
anceftors ;  nor  can  all  the  forceries  and  blan- 
4ifhments  of  the  Court  entice  them,  or  all 
your  official  Menaces  and  infolent  imputations 
drive  them,  beyond  that  facred  line.     They 
^tvill  do  themfelvesr-yfty^/r^;  but  they  will  do 
it  with  the  .jmper,  moderation,  and  fleadi- 
rttf^  that  become  their  caufe.      They  will 
fland  up  for  the  maje/ly   of  the  people,  and 
they,    who  Ihall   dare   to  prove  traitors  to 
that  majefty ,  muft  become  the  objeBs  of  their 
jealous  vengeance,    having  Jinned  without 
PROVOCATION,  they  miiji expeB  to  be punijh^ 
id  with  jufiice  but  withovt  pity." — Setf 
l^rd  Mu/grave's  fpeech  in  the  Houfe   of 
Commons. 
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To  the  Petitioners, 

March  i,   1780. 

'NE  of  your  principal  objeas  of  domplaint 
is  the  mifapplication  of  the  tiational  revenues 
in  penfions,  unmerited  by  public  fervices^ 
and  lavifhed  by  the  Crown  in  the  purchafe 
of  an  undue  influence  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  You  have  petitioned  your  re* 
prefentatives  to  enquire  -nto  this  abufe  ;  you 
have  prayed  them  to  remove  it,  if  it  fhould 
be  foutid  to  exift,  and  to  appropriate  the 
favings  that  might  be  made  by  fuch  a  reform 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 

In  compliance  with  this  part  of  the  in* 
ftruaions  of  his  conftituents.  Sir  Georg« 
Savile  has  moved  for  a  lift  of  penfions, 
fpecifymg  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  whoni 
they  are  paid,  and  the  amount  of  the  fums 
they  refpedtively  receive.  Without  fuch  a 
lift  It  would  be  impoffible  to  remove  your 
doubts,  or  to  gratify  your  wiflies.  No  other 
rule  of  difcrimination  could  be  fet  up,  by 
which  your  reprefentatives  could  judge  of 
the  feveral  titles  of  the  penfioners  i  there 
were  no  other  m^ans  by  which  they  could 
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gain  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  fums  fquan- 
dered  away  in  that  fcandalous  traffic,  or  of 
what  the  public  could  fave  from  its  fup- 
preflion* 

But  what  was  the  condad  of  the  Mini/^er  ? 
— He  neither  had  the  virtue  to  acknowledge 
the  juftice  of  the  motion,  nor  the  courasje  to 
tejed  it.     We  had  never  formed  a  hope 'that 
he  would  pay  the  leaft  attention  to  the  prayer 
of  the  people ;  but  at  leuil:  he  might  have 
come  forward,  like  a  man,  and  difputed  the 
jpoint  with  your  li.(  nd3,  on  the  grounds  of 
impolicy,    inexpediency,    or  danger.      We 
might  have    looked  f/.r  the  plaufible   rea- 
fonings  of  an  able  Miuifler,  and  he  infulted 
us  with  the  pleadings  of  an  Old-Bailey  ad- 
Vr>cate.     It  was  xh-Q  people  of  England  againjl 
corruption.    Every  low  evalive  art  of  cunning 
and  ibphiflry  was  put  in  pradice,   by  this 
tricking  council,  to  miflead  the  jury,  and  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  his  favourite  client.     He 
did  not  dare  to  give  an  abfolute  and  unqua- 
lified negative  to  the  prayer  of  your  petitions. 
He  was  defirous  of  giving  fome  colourable 
cxcufe  to  his  creatures  for  adhering  to  him  \ 
he  therefore  moved   an   amendment  which 
feemed  to^ay  fome  attention  to  your  requefts, 
but  which  in" fad:  totally  defeated  their  objed. 
He  is  called  upon  to  fubmit  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  Parliament  a  lift  of  all  penfions  ; 
and  he  propofes  to  produce  two,  which -he 
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afHitns  mufl  content  the  people.     What  are 
thofe  lifts  ?    The  one  is  a  lift  of  penfions 
payable  at  the  Exchequer ;  the  other  is  the 
pixvate  penfions,  or  what  he  calls  Lord  Gage's 
liil:.      The  amount  of  thefe,   he  tells  the 
Houfe,  has  been  already  prefented  to  Parlia- 
ment, on  an  applicatioi)  for  an  encreafe  of  the 
civil   eftabliftiment.     He   will   not  produce 
rhe  feparate  fums,   as   paid  to  individuals. 
The   total  amount  muft  i2X\%{y  Parliament; 
and  from  this  amount  it  will  appear,  that, 
notwithftanding  all  the  prefent  clamour,  the 
fums   paid  in  penfions   are  fo   trifling  and 
inconfiderable,  as  to  be  beneath  reformation. 
They  are  no  objed.     They  ftiould  be  lefs 
than  nothing  in  the  eftimation  of  a  great  and 
•wealthy  people  I    If  there   be  any  abufes,  if 
any  undeferving  perfons,  or  fums  improperly- 
granted,  be  to  be  found  on  either  of  the  lifts, 
let  the  gentlemen  of  the   Oppofition  point 
theni  out,  and  notfufpe^  where  they  cannot 
arraign, 

Thefe  were  what  the  noble  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  call  his  unanfwerable  arguments 
againft  the  motion.  By  thefe  he  laboured  to 
evade  the  prayer  of  your  petitions.  Your 
reprefentatives,  agreeable  to  your  inftrud^ions, 
call  for  information.  He  tells  them  they 
fliall  have  it;  that  is,  fuch  information  as 
they  have  already  had,  and  which  they  do 
not  want.    This  he  condefcends  to  give  at 

the 
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the  requeft  of  the  people  of  England.  This 
l«  what  was  done  on  an  application  of  hi« 
own  for  an  encreafc  of  the  Civil  Lift.  But 
tlie  information  which  alone  can  fatisfy  youi' 
foiibts,  and  anfwer  your  expedations-the 
information  that  ^lone  can  bring  to  hVht 
•what,  or  if  any  individuals  enjoy  fnecure 
paces,  efficient  places  with  exorbitant  emolu^ 
ments,  and  pen/tons  unmerited  by  public  fervices, 
*hat  you  Ihall  not  have. 

But  urge  him  ftill  farther— Why  not 
produce  the  names  of  the  private  lift  ?  It 
would  not  be  right,  it  would  not  be  delicate, 
all  fu«  feehngs  are  alive,  every  nerve  of  his 
trembles  for  the  honour  and  peace  of  mind  of 
iiK  penfioners ;   for  ygu  be  has  no  feelings. 

If  the  names  on  rfiat  bft  be  fuch  as  muft 

command  the  approbation  of  the  public :  if 

th^l  be  fucb  as  have  the  moft  indifputabk 

xMaims  to  the  gratitude  and  liberality  of  a 

generous  nation :  if  there  are  no  fears  that 

any  fhould  be  found  among  them  who  blufh 

«ot  to  add  to  their  princely  fortunes  fome 

miierable  ftip^nd.  drawn  from  the  toils  and 

<lweat  of  the  people;  if  there  are  none  who  re. 

ceivetheinfamous  wages  of  afilentvote,  with- 

out  the  fhadow  of  a  merit,  or  even  a  pretence 

©f  public  fervice ;    if  there  are  none    .  lom 

^e  can  fufped  to  be  hired  to  libel   every 

!^'?X,     .l"^^  P^'^P'^'    *°   f"^'^   ^very  thing 
that  ftould  be  held  facred  and  venerable  by 

Engliflimei^ 


Englifhmen  into  ridicule,  to  brand  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  patriotifm  or  the  love  of  one'^ 
country  with  mockery  and  fcorn,  openly  19 
attack  the  mofl  invaluable  liberties  of  th^ 
fubje(5t,  and  to  revive,  under  the  reign  of  a 
5funfwick,  the  arbitrary  do(flrines  and  high 
prerogative  principles  of  a  Stuart — if  he  has 
no  fears  of  this  nature,  why  not  produce  the 
lift? — ^you  will  be  undeceived.  The  odium 
that  was  meant  to  be  brought  upon  Jiis  iqi» 
maculate  adminiftration,  will  recoil  upoa 
thofe  who  devife  it.  But  he  has  denied  it— he 
fought  in  the  laft  dyke  of  his  power  rather  thai 
give  it  up.     The  conclufion  is  felf-evideiit. 

But  he  goes  on — **  The  fums  are  trifling  | 
they  are  beqeath  the  attention  of  a  great  an4 
wealthy  nation.**  To  what  does  this  argu- 
ment tend  ?  To  the  giving  a  negative  to  every 
feparate  article,  as  it  occurs  in  the  detail  of 
this  important  bufinefs,  and  fo  eflPedually 
defeating  the  general  reform,  which  is  the 
<)bjed:  of  yoiir  warmeft  wilhes,  and  mo^ 
anxious  expectations.  **  The  fums  are 
trifling." — How  has  heproved  this  ?  has  he 
dared  to  aver  that  thele  are  the  only  lifts 
which  ingulph  the  treafures  of  the  public  ? 
where  is  that  lift,  drawn  up  in  darknefs,  and 
under  all  the  terrors  of  Ihame  and  guilt, 
vvhich  is  no  fooner  prefented,  appro ve4,  and 
difcharged,  thea  it  is  committed  to  the  flames, 
mi  the  very  ^Ihes  of  it  fcattered  abroad  to 
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the  winds,  the  lift  of  thofe  Members  of 
Parliament  who,  at  the  end  of  every  feflion, 
receive  the  wages  of  their  v^^dv  y  to  their 
conftituents?  where  is  .  r  li|?  ^Afecretfervice 
money  f  where  is  the  \\<^  paid  from  the  privy 
purfe  ?  are  the  fums  to  w'lichall  thefe  amount 
trifling,  and  below  the  attention  of  a  ^rent 
and  wealthy  people  P 

Or  is  the  amount  of  thefe  fums  the  only 
confideration  thaf  induces  you  to  demand  a 
general   reformr.iion  ?  Does  the  abolition  of 
that  dangerous  influence  which  the  Minifter 
purchafes  by  thefe  penfions,  trifling  though 
they   were   in    the  great   fcale  of    national 
expenditure,    form   no  part  of   the   county 
petitions?     Was   the    fum    to    which.    Mr. 
Hampden  was  taxed  for  his  portion  of  (hip- 
money  the  only  motive  that  induced  him  to 
refift  the  unconftitutional  impofition  ?  Where 
ihould  we  now  feek  for  our  liberties,  if  that 
great  man  had   thought  as  his  dcfcendants 
think ;  if  he  had  adted  on  the  prefent  prin* 
ciples  of  his  degenerate  f   lily  ? 


THE  COUNTRY  GEI.TLEMAN. 
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m\  free  conftitution  has  little  t  a  re- 
hend  from  the  open  attempts  of  pt  r  ,  If 
the  ccnftitfiiion  is  attempted  by  affauU,  k 

moftly 
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moftly   happens  thnt  the  crude  councils  of 
precipitate  violence  defeat  their  own  ends  j 
and  if  fuch  invafions  on  the  rights  of  man- 
kind  are   undertaken  with  all  the  previous 
arrangement   and  complex  apparatus  of  ar- 
bitrary power,  then  the  alarm  precedes  the 
danger,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  are  found 
in  a  flate  of  preparation  :  and  therefore  fuch 
contefls    (with    the     intervention   of   fome 
confulion)    have    commonly   ended   in    the 
execution   or  the   expulfioa  of   the   tyrant. 
The  free  conftitution  has  been  ivtiown  to  rife 
out  of  the  afhes  of  civil  dilfenfion  with  re- 
novated vigour ;  and  after  it  is  confirmed  and 
fortified  by  the  experience  of  its  own  ilrength, 
it  fta:  Is  upon  a  more  fecure  and  confident 
foundaiion. 

I  do  ir  )t  kni  w  whether  to  attribute  it  to  the 
good  or  ev'l  fortime'pf  this  country  that  no 
fuch  attc  apts  1  ave  appeared  in.  thefe  times. 
If  at  the  bpgir  g  ot  his  Majefty 's  reign  his 
advifers  had  thoug  "  proper  to  avow  their 
intentions,  and  -etermmed  to  come  to  a  direcft 
jfTue  with  his  people,  the  conteft  between 
defpotifin  and  lega'  governm.  it  might  have 
been  long  ago  at  an  end.  W  might  either 
coolly  have  argued  the  queflie  .,  and  fettled 
it  on  the  principles  of  reafoii ;  we  ight  have 
put  it  to  the  vote,  and  decided  the  uifpute  b) 
numbers ;  or,  at  worfl,  vve  might  have  had 
rrcQurfe  ^o  arms,  and  abided  hy  the  decu  on 
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of  the  fword.:  Whatever  had  been  the  events 
we  fliould  have  had  this  advantage, — we 
Should  ha\c  known  our  fituation.  If  legal 
government  had  prevailed,  the  executive 
power  would  have  been  forced  to  govern  the 
kingdom  on  the  principles  of  freedom.^ 
England  might  have  poflefled  in  fecuxity  her 
celebrated  conftitution,  and  remained  a  free, 
a  happy,  and  a  fliurifhing  nation.  On  the 
ether  hand,  if  the  people  had  heen  fubdued, 
ingenuity  might  have  difcovered  fome  topicp 
of  .con  fol  at  ion.  Every  fpecies  of  government 
is  faid  to  poffefs  fome  peculiar  excellence; 
and  I  periuade  myfelf,  that  by  length  of 
;time  and  affiduity,  our  Sr  vereign  might  have 
Conquered  his  natural  affed:ion  for  the  rightji 
of  his  fubjedls,  and  accommodated  his  talents 
to  an  arbitrary  throne.  His  dutiful  people 
■would  then  have^cquiefced  in  the  involuntary 
pofleffion  of  the  few  and  dear-bought  adi 
vantages  of  flavery. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  our  country  rendei;<i 
it  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  deiire,  that  9, 
deciiion  fhould  take  place,  which  has  been 
delayed,  though  I  hope  not  precluded,  by 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  times.  The 
ambition  of  the  prefent  day  js  not  fuftained 
by  the  ftern,  manly  and  decided  charader 
which  dignifies  the  face  of  tyranny.  An 
jnfatiable  appetite  for  power,  that  ;hereditary 
diilemper  which  is  nevef  to  be  piurged  put  of 
^  tb» 
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the   blood  of  royalty,    may  lurk  under  the  ' 
falfeglofs  of  aplump,  ruddy,  unfufpicious, 
unm^^aning  countenance.  Ambition  will  vary 
her  Londu<a  and  her  engines,  as  eafily  as  fhe, 
changes  her  afpe<5t.      Thofe  who  have  not 
courage  openly  to  aflail,  may  form  the  hope 
of  undermining  the  conftitution.     There  are 
ways   by  which,    without    the    aid   of  one 
fmgle  quality  of  eminence,  without  integrity, 
magnanimity,  induftry,  or  capacity,  by  ob- 
•ferving  and  cultivating  tlie  natural  corruption 
of  human  things,   it  is  poffible  to  accompliftx 
the   deftrudion    of   the   nobleft    fyflem    of 
freedom.     All   the  enemies  to  liberty  have 
the  fame   objed:'.     But  the   filent    progrefs 
of  this   infidious  fap  is  attended  with  one 
peculiar    evil  ;     it    ftrikes    at    our    liberty 
through  the  greatnefs  and  profperity  of  our 
country. 

A  principle  of  defpotifm  in  the  clofet. 
ftrugprling  with  the  formsof  a  freeconftitution, 
whicii  it  is  obliged  to  ufe  while  it  is  endea- 
Vouring  to  corrupt,  and  which  it  has  neither 

-fpirit  to  annihilate  nor  wifdom  to  guide . 

This  repugnancy  between  the  component 
parts  of  government— This  war  between  the 
genius  and  the  mortal  inftruments,  is  the  true 
and  only  caufe  of  our  prelent  deplorable 
iituation.  The  calamities  we  \  ive  already 
lufFered  by  its  malignant  operation,  are  too 
many,  as  w^l  as  too  evident,   to  enumerate. 

Misfortunes 
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Misfortunes  daily  accumulate;  and  all  the 
confolation  we  receive  from  our  woithy ' 
Minifters,  is  an  aflurance,  that  the  juftice  of 
cur  caufe  improves,  as  our  iituation  grows 
defperate.  In  the  mean  time  Provinces  are 
}oft,  Juft  quarrels  fucceed  to  unjuft.  Enemies 
increafe,  Refources  diminiih,  Wifdom  is  a 
llranger  to  our  councils,  Experience  and 
ability  are  banifhed  from  every  fervice  with 
the  Keppels  and  the  Howes.  A  fort  of 
accelerating  calamity  has  come  to  be  the 
natural  condition  and  habit  of  our  affairs. 

An  ingenious  mind  might  find  an  agreeable 
employment  in  calculating  to  what  extraordi- 
nary velocity  of  decay  the  nation  will  arrive' 
in  a  given  time.  But  the  people,  whofe  organs 
are  too  grofs  to  have  a  perfed  relifh  of  thefe 
iublime  and  philofophical  fpeculations,   and 
who  pay  all  the  coft  of  the  experiment,  are 
fully  fatisfied  with  its  prefent  progrefs.     To 
fpeak  plain  Englifh,  they  are  weary  of  taxes 
impofed  without   ikill,    and    without    end. 
The  moment  for  the  immediate  and  confti. 
tutional  interference  of  the  people  is  arrived, 
when  every  means  to  avert  the  confequences 
of  a  fyftematic  defign  to  corrupt   the   con- 
flitution  had  been  tried  in  vain.     The  people 
have  at  lail:  (ome  forward  to  vindicate  their 
own  caufe.     They  have  aded  with  ipirit  and 
with   prudence.      They  are  aware  that  the 
curfed  and  abominable  principle  of  defpotifm 
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lias  feciired  itfelf  from  their  vengeance  by  a 
too  elevated  fituation.  They  look,  therefore, 
for  the  inftrument  of  it.  They  have  found  the 
infliience  of  the  crown ;  and  in  a  truly  con- 
flitutional  fpirit,  revering  the  facred  character 
of  the  mafter,  they  feize  upon  the  Minifter, 
and  drag  him  to  juftice. 

The  work  is  well  begun,  but  is  not  ended. 
Perfeverance  and  confjlency  are  necefrar}^  to 
compleat  it.     Let  the  people  remember,  and 
let^  it  fmk  deep  into  their  minds,    that  the 
objed:  of  their  meetings,  their  committees, 
and  their  afTociations,  is  TO  RETRENCH 
THE  CORRUPT  INFLUENCE  OF  THE 
CROWN.     Let   the  people   beware  not  to 
fuffer  the  defigns  of  their  enemies,  feconded 
by  the  miflaken  zeal  of  fome  of  their  friends, 
to  wafle   that  energy   which   ought   to  be 
employed  in  an  aftive  profecution  of  the 
great,  immediate,  and  pradicable  object,  in 
idle  and  wordy  difcuffions  about //;7j//V;/tf<5/<fW 
tndefeajihle  rights,  and  fuch  other  pompous 
unmeanmg  founds— Not  to  ftart  fpeculativ^ 
queftions  and  moot  cafes  for  difpute  fake,   -;n 
order   to    divide    themfelves— Not  to  place 
humbhng  blocks  for  the  feet  of  their  beft 
friends~Not   to  deceive  and  entrap  them- 
felves by  ereding  inadequateor  falfe  flandards 
forjudging  the  friends  of  the  conftitution, 

Upoii  thefe  points  I  fhall,  perhaps,  trouble 
the  public  (if  It  IS  fdund  riecelTary)  on  fome 
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future  occafion.  At  prefent  I  turn  myfelf 
towards  the  enemy.  I  (hall  employ  the  re- 
mainder of  this  paper  to  expofe  a  parliamen- 
tary artifice  which  has  been  employed  in 
obftrudling  the  defires  of  the  people.  The 
minions  of  the  court,  affuming  the  character 
of  friends  to  the  revolution  endeavour  to 
perfuade  the  people  that  they  preferve  one 
of  its  inftitutions,  by  defending  the  corrupt 
influence  of  the  Crown. 

It  has  hitherto  '  been  the  invariable  policy 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  to  conceal  its  intentions, 
and  to  carry  on  in  filence  its  attacks  on  the 
conftitution.  But  the  ftratagem  of  the  prefent 
moment  is  to  deceive  us  by  a  pretended 
affeflion ;  to  betray  us  with  a  kifs ;  and  to 
ftifle  us  witJi  its  embraces.  The  Treafury 
Bench  has  of  late  afforded  a  fcene  of  fome 
novelty.  The  good,  old,  plain,  fimple- 
hearted,  unfufpediing,  honeft  tories,  ftand 
aghaft  at  the  unufual  Tallies  of  thofe,  whofe 
fuppletory  underflandings  having  purchafed 
with  their  money,  they  ef^eemed  their  own, 
and  imagined  entirely  devoted  to  the  caufe. 
The  Scotch  Advocate,  with  the  pompous 
fwell  of  his  barbarous  didion,  chaunts  forth 
the  praifes  of  King  William,  and  calls  up 
the  ghofts  of  departed  Dundas's.to  teftify  his 
attachment  to  th^  Revolution.  The  ingenu- 
ous offspring  of  the  difintereffed  Hertford, 
xife5  into  an  UBufual  ^rain  of  eloquence* 
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while  he  enforces  (for  once  without  hefita- 
tion)  the  tenets  of  the  revolution.  Even 
the  Secretary  at  War,  the  faithful  truftee  of 
the  principles  and  power  of  the  Earl  of  Bute, 
is  filled  with  pious  horrors,  left  the  conftitu* 
tion  of  that  glorious  a?ra  fhould  be  abandoned 
in  the  reign  of  George  the  Third.  There  is 
fome  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  enthufiafm 
of  liberty,  which  in  the  year  1768  and  1769 
(I  cannot  fay  warmed  but  inflamed  Mr. 
Wedderburne)  will  now  be  quite  exhaufted 
by  that^  fury  of  declamation,  which,  to  ufe 
Milton's  expreffion,  **  burns  frore,  and  cold 
performs  the  efFedl  of  fire." 

The  ardour  of  affeaion  with  which  thefe 
gentlemen   opprefs    the   revolution,    throws 
fome   fufpicion   on   their  fincerity.      What 
they  fay  will  never  obliterate  the  memory  of 
what  they  were.     The  people  of  England 
are  not  to  be  taught  to  love  the  revolution, 
and  to  defend  its  inftitutions  by  its  new  con- 
verts from  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed,  or 
the  other  fide  of  the  water.     We  know' the 
true  value  of  the  revolution;  but  we  fhould 
pay  a  poor  compliment  to  thofe  great  cha- 
racters   who  have  bought  with  their  blood 
the  rights  which  we  enjoy,  if  we  defpifed 
and  rejected  the   principles  on  which  they 
adled:  if  we  facrificed  to  their  inftitutions, 
or  to  any  mftitutions,  thofe  maxims  in  which 
confift  the  life  and  fpirit  of  freedom.     In 
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all  conftitutional  queftions  let  us  confult  the 
pradlice  of  thofe  very  men.  They  left  the 
conftitution  in  form  and  fliape,  as  it  flood 
before  them :  they  propped  the  old  walls ; 
where  time  and  negledl  had  bent  the  moul- 
dered fides  into  decay — they  let  fall  the 
plummet  and  reftored  the  original  perpen- 
dicular. But  quitting  the  allufion,  I  fhall 
only  obferve,  that  of  pofiti\  j  inflitution  they 
added  little,  becaufe  they  knew  and  defpifed 
the  corruptible  nature  of  all  human  inflitu- 
tions.  But  they  introduced,  or  at  leaft  they 
revived  in  the  conflitution  a  principle  which, 
with  proper  attention,  will  keep  it  for  ever 
alive.  They  taught  to  the  world,  a  great, 
and  to  all  kings  a  terrible,  and  to  us  their 
poflerity  in  particular,  this  ufeful  lefTon; 
— that  government  is  not  made  for  the  fake 
of  preferving  its  own  forms ; — that  it  is  not 
made  to  be  the  inftrument  of  caprice,  am-, 
bition,  vanity,  cruelty,  treachery,  and  all 
the  other  vices  into  which  certain  fituations 
will  colledl  and  fofler  every  particle  of  depra- 
vity which  exifls  in  the  human  breafl ;  but 
that  all  government  was  inftituted,  folely, 
for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  mankind. 
They  inflrudted  us  as  a  duty,  and  a  moral 
obligation,  not  to  fufFer  a  divine  inflitution, 
to  be  perverted  into  an  inflrument  of  mifery 
and  flavery.  They  confirmed  the  whole  by 
an  example — ^noi  bloody  as  in  the    furious 
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■and  fanatical  days  of  Charles;  zealous,  vet 

wife ;  temperate,  yet   effedHve.     They  fent 

him  to  fupplicate  at  the  feet  of  his  enemies  ; 

a  royal  ftigitive  to  wander  through  the  courts 

of  Europe  in   mifery  and  contempt.     That 

example  is  not  held  ou>  to  us  as  an  obje(5t 

of  imitation;  God  forbid  !   It  was  intended, 

and  I  hope  it  will  anfwer  its  end,  to  eftablilh 

in  the  conftitution,  wh?t  cannot  be  obtained 

by  any  inftitutions,  an  efFedtive  and  durable 

principle  of  freedom. 

If  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  pervading 
and  corrupting  every  department  of  the  ftaie, 
IS  fuffered  to   render  parliament,  miniilers] 
army,  navy,  revenues,   lives,  liberties,  and 
every  thing  that   is  near   and    dear  to   us, 
fubfervient  to  the  abfolute  will  and  caprice  of 
one  man,  ^he  principle  of  freedom  is  forgot, 
and  the  revolution  is  fundamentally  fubverted! 
It  is  perpetually  dinned  in  our  ears.  You 
mull  not  contrad:  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
becaufe  the   Revolution  created  it.     I   will 
not    endeavour    to    interrupt    the    ingenious 
advocates  of  the  court  fyftem  in  their  attempts 
to  perfuade  us,  that  the  oppreffion  of  the  day 
IS  to  be  borne,  becaufe  at  fome  other  time, 
and  in  fome  other  circumftance,  it  was  not 
iHt  as  an  oppreffion.     Men  will  throw  oflTin 
the  dog-days  thofe  fuptrrl-ioas  and  cumbrous 
cloaks,  which  were  no  iriore  than  fufficient  to 
mamtam  the  vital  heat  in  another  feafon  of 
VOL.  III.  G  the 
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the  year.  But  I  leave  thefe  gentlemen  to 
kick  againft  the  pricks,  and  to  argue  down 
the  univerfal  fenfe  and  feelings  of  mankind. 
I  fpeak  to  the  enlightened  confciences  of  the 
Whigs  of  England;  and  I  tell  them,  that  if 
corrupt  influence  is  indeed  a  creature  of  the 
revolution,  and  if  it  thwarts  the  purpofes  of 
the  revolution,  the  way  to  worfhip  the  revo- 
lution is  to  deflroy  the  influence. 

There  is  a  natural  imperfedlion,  and  prin- 
ciple of  decay  woven  into  the  texture  of  man, 
and  all  his  works.  He  who  fows  the  corn, 
fows  the  tares  along  with  it.  But  fliall  we 
fufFer  the  noxious  weed  to  fl:ifle  the  whole- 
fome  plant,  becaufe  the  fame  hand  fowed 
them  both  ? — We  (hall  fliow  a  true  veneration 
for  our  patriot  ancefl:prs,  by  refped:ing  in 
them  what  they  refpedted  in  themfelves. 
They  placed  but  little  confidence  in  inftitu- 
tions  :  let  us  do  the  fame.  They  cultivated 
a  principle  of  freedom :  let  us  do  the  fame. 
Let  us  teftify  our  obligations,  not  by  a  blind 
and  fuperfl:itious  adoration  of  their  ufelefs 
reliques  ;  of  their  mortal,  perifliable,  corrup- 
tible, and  imperfed:  parts  -,  but  by  infufing 
into  all  our  thoughts  and  adt'ons  thofe  en- 
larged and  liberal  ideas,  which  form  the 
incorruptible  eflfence  and  immortal  foul  of 
the  Revolution. 

While  our  anceftors  were  refifting  prero- 
gative with  the  fame  fpirit  that  we  oppofe 
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to  influence,  we  may  be  fure  that  the  courtiers 
of  that   day  defended    their  abufes    by   the 
example  of  fome  great  characfler,  from  whofe 
Land  prerogative  received  its  origin,  as  well 
as  its   increafe.     The  RulTels,    the   Devon- 
fliires,    the  Lockes,  the   Somers's,   and  the 
Godolphins,    then  anfvvered.      We   honour 
*   the   wifdom   of   thofe    patriotic   legiflators, 
who  fupported,  in  feudal  times,  a  principle 
congenial  to  the  feudal  fyftem.     They  en- 
couraged prejudices,   perhaps  not  more  than 
neceffary  to  foften  the  fury  of  barbarous  ages. 
It  was   perhaps  impoflible,    at  that  time,  to 
keep  fociety  together,    without    furrounding 
the  throne  with  the  myflerious  uncertainty  of 
an   undefined   and   undeiinable   prerogative. 
The   reafons  of  thefc   inftitutions  are   long 
fince  gone  :   let   the  mitlu  tions  perifh  with 
them. 

As  refpecftable  names  as  thofe  to  whorr.  we 
owe  the  revolution,  at  this  day,  wil!  anfwer 
— Though  our  anceftors  were  well  jw^-e  of 
the  unconftitutional  tendency  of  the  intLience 
of  the  crown,  they   were  obliged   to   avail 
themfelves   of  the  interefted  difpofition   of 
mankind,  in  order  to  maintain  the  revolution. 
A  foreign  King,  and  an  unfet tied  government, 
compelled  them  to  become  the  fupporters  of 
a  corrupt    influence,  for   whofe  extirpation 
they  rtlied  on  the  virtue  of  their  pofterity. 
And  fhall  we,    who  have  the  happinefs  to 
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enjoy  the  blefTings  of  the  prefent  re'ign^ 
infulta  Sovereign,  who,  born  and  bred amongji 
aSf  glories  in  the  name  of  Briton y  and  who 
fits  enthroned  in  the  affeAions  of  his  fubjedts, 
by  an  injurious  fuppofition,  that  fuch  bafe, 
extrinlic  aids  are  in  the  leaft  necelTary  to  fup- 
port  his  government.  I  hope  the  repofe  of 
our  Sovereign  is  not  difturbed  by  any  fuch 
refledlions.  If  it  is,  I  offer  that  great  per- 
fonagemy  humble  recommendation,  to  reheve 
his  royal  mind  from  the  anxious  cares  which 
obftrud:  the  free  operation  of  his  patriotifm, 
in  the  contemplation  of  this  undoubted  truth : 
— That  not  all  the  honours,  and  all  the  bribes 
of  a  prodigal  court  j  that  not  all  the  douceurs 
of  all  the  eftablilhments,  which  the  prolific 
abufes  of  fuccelfive  ages  have  accumulated ; 
that  not  all  the  fums,  with  which  his  dutiful 
Commons  have  over- ftrained  their  own  vena- 
lity, to  inflate  his  treafuiies,  are  of  power  to 
cxtrad:  from  the  hearts  of  his  loving  fubje<5ts 
one  prayer  more,  for  a  long  continuance  of 
that  glorious  order  and  feries  of  happy  years,, 
which  has  followed  his  afcenfion  to  the 
throne  of  his  anceflors,  and  with  which  a 
new  aera  has  begun  to  take  its  courfe  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  BritiQi  nation.. 
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To  Lord  N h. 


MY  LORD, 


Ai 


April  10,   1780. 


.RE  you  to  be  told   that  the   repentant 
vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  [o^  April  6,) 
which   acknowledged  the   increafed  and  in^ 
creafing  influence   of  the  Crown  was  the  fen- 
tence  of  your  flnal  condemnation.     Such  was 
it  confidered   within  doors,  as   fuch   was  it 
received,  in  all  the  extravagance  of  joy  and 
mutual  congratulation  by  the  people  at  large. 
It  acknowledged  that  now,  at  this  advanced 
period  of  your  adminiflration,  it  was  necejfary 
for  the  falvation  of  this  country;  necejfary  for 
the  prefervationof  all  that  your  councils  have 
left  of  the  empire;  necejfary  for  the  protecStion 
of  our  rights  and  privileges ;  necejfary  for  the 
very  exigence  of  our  conftitution,  to  declare 
to  the  people  that    the  accufation  they  had 
brought  againfl  your  fyftem  of  government 
was  juft   and  well-founded; — that  the   in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  had   ?ww,  under  your 
adual  and  immediate  aufpices,  encreafed  to 
fuch  an   alarming  height,   as  to  require  an 
immediate  and  effedual  check — fuch  a  check 
as  the  petitions  of  one    hundred  thoufand 
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freeholders,  lying  upon  the  table,  fuppiicated 
at  the  hands  of  their  reprefentatives. 

We  are  now  ait ihe?itic ally  put  in  poflelTion 
of  the  mighty  fecret  by  which  you  have 
fucceeded  for  a  feries  of  years  paft  in  defeat?- 
ing  every  falutary  attempt  to  refcue  this 
country  from  ruin.  The  caufe  is  confejfed 
that  has  enabled  you  to  enforce  the  deflrudlive 
meafures  by  which  you  have  brought  us  to 
our  prefent  difgraceful  and  defperate  Hate, 
If  Parliament  have  fervilely  acquiefced  in  all 
the  ralh  and  impolitic  councils  which  you 
propofed  to  their  confideration,  previous  to 
the  American  war,  and  which  drove  the 
colonifts  to  arms — if  they  have  betrayed  the 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  conftituents, 
and  given  their  fandinn  to  the  frantic  fchenies 
by  which  you  have  hitherto  condudled  that 
unnatural  conteft  ;  if,  m  oppofition  to  the 
many  acknowledged  proofs  of  your  duplicity 
and  breach  of  faith,  to  the  repeated  co?ifejjions 
of  your  ignorance,  and  want  of  forelight, 
of  information,  of  becoming  diffidence  and 
caution  in  trufting  to  the  profeffions  of  our 
ancient  and  natural  enemies,  they  have  con- 
ftamly  profefTed  to  place  an  implicit  confi, 
dence  in  all  your  aflertions  ;  if  they  faw  that 
your  whole  ftudy,  your  whole  bufinefs  iq 
Parliament,  was  to  make  daily  apologies  for 
daily  errors,  dail}  to  defend  your  conducf^ 
x^gainll:  the  attacks  ;vhich  the  accumulated 
<5  lofTes 
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lofles  and  defeats  th  it  in\  -iably  dl {graced 
all  your  plans  ot  '  aeration,  daily  brought 
upon  you  f  om  the  friends  of  tiie  conilitution 
and  ftate,  aid  ^et  voted  that  the  government 
could  not  be  placed  in  better  hands ;  J  they 
conti  med  to  lavifh  the  public  treasures  in 
fatisfying  you  unbounded  extortions,  with- 
out requiring  either  meafure  or  account  ;  if 
they  let  their  faces  againft  every  attemi 
examine  into  the  public  expenditure, 
fcouted  every  information  that  could  lead  o 
2l  d'^tedlion  of  your  criminal  prodigality, 
not  ..hftanding  <^he  damning  proofs  that 
were  repeatedly  \  before  them;  if  thefe 
and  other  nunioerlefs  inftanccs  of  their 
tauienefs  and  acquiefcence  have  lo  long  flruck 
the  public  with  aftonilhment  and  indignation, 
we  are  now,  from  their  own  confejjion^  fatis- 
fied  of  the  caufe.  They  have  acknowledged 
the  pxiwerful  charm  by  which  you  contrived 
to  fafcinate  their  underftandings,  to  blind 
their  judgments,  and  to  blunt  their  feelings. 
For  this  acknowledgment  the  public  give 
them  credit.  They  receive  the  atr  ement 
as  far  as  it  goes  ;  they  accept  fr^  .n  their 
hands  the  fcape-goat  that  is  p  lented  to 
them  for  expiation,  and  are  content  that  you 
alone  (hall  bear  all  their  lins  and  offences  on 
your  devoted  head. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have  taken  part 
with  the  people  againft  you;    even   your 
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very  life-guards,  the  creatures  of  your  cor- 
ruption, who  owe   their  exiflence'  to   your 
prodigality,  waver  in  their  attachment.   They 
^aft  many  a  longing  look  towards  the  ftand- 
ard  of  your  enemies.     The   freeholders   of 
England   anticipated   the    fentence  of    their 
reprefentatives ;  they  didated  the  very  expref- 
fions  that   have  been  adopted  to  ftigmatife 
your  adminiftration  :   and  yet  you  hope  that 
you  fhall  efcape  unpuniflied  i  not  only  hope 
to  efcape  unpunifhed,  but   you  brazen  the 
public  in  all  the  fecurity  of  office ;   trufted, 
carefTed,  employed  by  your  Sovereign,  as  his 
confidential   fervai;it,    and   admitted    into   a 
dofer  intimacy,    and    a    higher    degree   of 
iavour.    from   the  general   deteftation   that 
purfues  you. 

Beware,    my    Lord,    I  have   once  before 
hmted  to  you  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  letters^ 
that  your  hopes  of  fuppon  from  the  throne 
muft  terminate   in  difappointment ;  as  long 
as  there  appears  a  determination  in  the  royal 
breaft  to  keep  you  in  office  at  all  events,  you 
•  -will  not  fail  to  find  numbers  to  join  you  upon 
queftions  that  do  not  notoriouflv  clafii  with 
the  petitions   of  the  people.     But  it  is  the 
advice  of  fcripture— '*  Put  not  your  truft  m 
Frinces."     Can  you  flatter  yourfelf  that  your  * 
gracious    mailer   will   rifque— I  tremble  to 
mention  what  he  muft  rifque-^in  taking  a 
decided   part   aga.inft  his-  fubjeds    with   a 
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Minifler  whom  they  execrate,  and  a  govern- 
ment which  they  abhor  ?  Can  you  flatter 
yourfelf  that  he  will  obftinately  perfevere 
even  to  the  laft  flake,  in  a  contefl  in  which 
he  Has  GWQry  thing  to  lofe,  and  nothing  to 
gain  ? 

The  vote  of  laft  Thurfday  {April  fi) ,  (hould 
at  length  open  his  eyes;  it  fhoiiki  convince 
him  how  ineffed:ual  that  power,  which  he 
has  been  advifed  to  eftabliOi  by  fyftem  fince 
the  very  commencement  of  his  reign,  muft 
ever  prove  againft  the  declared  fentiments 
and  peremptory  demands  of  his  fubjecls. 
He  Ihould  learn  from  it  which  voice  the 
reprefentatives  of  this  country  muft,  in  the 
long  run,  be  forced  to  obey  ;  the  voice  of 
their  conftituents,  or  that  of  the  chief  magi- 
ftrate,  when  their  interefts  are  unfortunately 
placed  in  competition. 

The  experience  of  that  day,  and  temper  of 
the  prefent  moment,  ftiould  teach  him  the 
fallacy  oi  that  maxim  which  he  has  fo  long 
heard  inculcated  to  him,  **  that  it  is  no  matter 
who  is  Minijier:  let  him  but  choofe  one,  and 
tt  is  of  little  confequence  whether  the  creature 
of  his  choice  have  any  connexions  with  the 
fentiments  and  opinions  of  the  people  or  not, 
^y  continuing  you  in  office  after  the  refult 
of  Thurfday's  debate,  his  fuhjecfls  fufped 
that  he  means  to  come  to  iiTue  with  them 
upon  that  alarming  queftion.  Your  appear- 
ance 
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ance  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ftill  entrufled 
as  firft  Minifter,  gives  jealoufies  that  this 
unconftitutional  maxim  is,  at  this  very  hour, 
upon  trial.  Would  to  God  he  may  refledt 
in  time  that  its  truth  or  flattery  may  be  finally 
determined,  not  by  cabinet  whifpers,  not  by 
courtly  dodrines,  not  by  the  cunning  fug- 
geftions  of  flatterers  and  fy cophants,  but  by 
the  feelings,  but  by  the  innate  con  virion  and 
fpontaneous  determinations  of  an  infuhed 
people. 

At  their  honeft  tribunal  your  Scottilfh  advo- 
cate will  find  but  little  credit  for  his  meta- 
phyfical  diflindipns.     He  will  gain  but  few 
profelytes  by  his  quibbles  between  queflions 
of  fadt,  and  queftions,  that  from  their  con- 
ilrudion,   may  be  confidered  as  abftradl  and 
undefined.     No  war  of  words,  no  Jhuffiing^ 
bribing  there  \   his  fophiftry  will  be  as  uninl 
teiiigible   to  the  underftandings  of  Englilh 
freeholders,   as  his  barbarous  accents  would 
be  harfli  and  grating  to  their  ears.     It  is  fome 
confolation  to  them,  my  Lord,  to  hear  that 
the  only  man  w\\o  Jieps  forth  to  defend  your 
caufe  mufl:  employ  another  language,  befides 
the  Englilh,  to  defend  it,  and  that-his  terms 
are  as  foreign  to   the  idiom  of  our  native 
tongue,  as  his  tenets  areto  our  conflitution. 
But  perhaps  your  Lordfhip's  great  hope  is 
founded  in  another  favourite  maxim  of  your 
adminiitration ;  to  divide  the  people ;  to  fet 
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the  national  party  at  variance  with  itfelf. 
You  flatter  yourfelf  that  appearances  jiifti  fy 
this  hope.  The  promoters  of  the  petitions 
began  by  attacking  your  adminiflration  ;  they 
now  begin  to  be  divided  among  themf elves, 
and  are  proceeding  rapidly  to  open  oppolition. 

Here  again  I  will  venture  to  alTure  your 
Lordfliip,  that  you  will  find  yourfelf  deceived 
in  your  expectations .  However  the  friends 
of  the  conftitution  may  differ  in  fpeculatlve 
opinions  as  to  the  modes  of  reformation,  they 
are  all  perfedlly  agreed  as  to  the  necejjity  of  a 
reformation — of  an  immediate,  effechial  re- 
formation, extending  to  all  our  grievances, 
competent  to  the  oxw.  of  all  our  difquietudes. 

In  this  one  cjfential  point  the  views  of  all 
center.  And  furely,  my  Lord,  you  have 
reafon  ^o  tremble  at  the  procefs  of  their  efforts 
to  attain  th^t  point.  They  have  begun  by 
difcovering  tl-ie  fource  of  the  evil — They  have 
authenticated  it  by  the  voice  of  Parliament — 
They  have  fat  down  before  it,  and  will  ftick 
to  it  till  they  have  removed  it  effecftually. 
-t—The  corrupt  influence  of  the 
Crown  now  acknowledged  to  have  worked, 
its  way  into  every  department  of  the  State, 
into  every  corner  and  cranny  of  the  kingdom, 
was  the  primary  objecH:  of  all  their  meetings — . 
itisftillthechiefobjed:ofalltheirafrociations. 
No  artifice,  no  cunning  of  their  enemies  can 
diftrad  their  attention  till  that  influence  fhall 
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receive  an  efteaual,  permanent  check— -till 

THE  GOVERNMENT  THAT  HAS  SWELLED 
ITS  SOURCE,  AND  ENCREASED  ITS  CHAN- 
NELS TO  THEIR  PRESENT  DESTRUCTIVE 
DIMENSIONS  AND  EXTENT  SHALL  BE 
FIRST  REFORMED,  AND  ITS  MEMBERS 
REMOVED, 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 
To  Lord  North. 

MY    LORD,         ,  April  12,,    1780. 

1  HE  table  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  has 
prefented,  for,  fome  days   paft,    a  fpeftacle 
that  cannot  fail  of  being  grateful    to  every 
Englifhman.     At  length,  we  fee  it  purified, 
and  reftored  to  the  pious  ufes    to   which  it 
was  originally  confecrated.   It  is  become  once 
more  THE  ALTAR  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 
Piled   with   their  facred    inilrudlions,    their 
Mmifters  look  up  to  it  as  to  the  Ihrine  front 
which    we  all  exped:  our  flilvation.     They 
attend   to  them  with  awe,  with  veneration, 
with    deference;    and,    animated    by    their 
infpiring  voice,  are  Hrenuoufly  demolifhing 
the  idolatrous  groves,  and  polluted  temples, 
which  concealed  the  accurfed  rites  that  have 
drawn  upon  us  the  wrath  of  Heaven. 

Still,  however,  you  continue  to  hold  your 
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feat  on  the  Treafury- Bench  ;  ftill  you  appear 
determined  to  brave  and  fet  at  defiance  the 
unabating  zeal  of  your  conftant  opponents, 
no  lefs  than  the  repentant  virtue  of  your 
former  afTociates. 

Your  friends  make  this  their  hoaft  ;  ali 
good  men  fear  it,  and  tremble  at  the  confe- 
quences.  The  people  are  infolently  told,  that 
they  muft  not  think  their  triumph  complete. 
They  may  pull  down  the  temple  of  Corruption ; 
but  the  h'igh-prieft  bids  them  defiance.  Not 
a  hair  of  your  head  fliall  be  touched.  We 
fliall  carry  what  queflions  we  pleafe,  provided 
we  keep  clear  of  every  dire^:  attack  on  your 
facred  perfon. — Atroxinplebcm,  et  implacabilis^ 
plebeiorum,  magijiratuum  jus  libimet  arro^as^ 
n€C  SACROSANCTUM tete  dubitas  effen,  if 
once  we  venture  upon  that  daring  attack,  we 
Ihall  find  how  vain  are  all  our  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
We  (hall  fee  what  mimbei's  of  thofe,  in 
whofe  afTiftance  we  place  our  reliance,  will 
♦ibandon  us,  and  croud  to  your  fupport. 

Thofe  fanguine  friends  of  your  Lordfhip 
have  already  proved  falfe  prophets.  In  this 
inftance,  alfo,  I  will  venture  to  fet  my  pbor 
power  of  divination  in  oppofition  to  theirs. 
I  have  better  figns  to  augur  from  than  felfifh 
hopes  and  interefted  wifhes.  I  have  the 
honour,  the  feelings,  the  fenfe  of  fhame,  and 
the  pride  of  confiftency  in  the  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  members  who  Tided  with  the 
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:people  againftyou  on  the  6th  of  this  month. 
Is  there  a  man  of  that  number  who  can  have 
the  face  to  fupport  you  after  the  vote  of  that 
day  ? 

Howftand  they  pledged  as  gentlemen,  as 
members  of  parHament  ?  They  have  acknow- 
ledged that  now,  under  your  adual  diredion 
and  immediate  aufpices,  the  corrupt  influence 
of  the  crown  has  encreafed  to  fo  alarming 
a    height  as   to  require  an  immediate  and 
efFedlual  check.     With  what  face,  then,  can 
they   fupport  the  minifter  who,  under  the 
prefTureof  that  vote,  muft  ftand  condemned 
of  having  fquand^red   the  public  treafures, 
and   plundered  the  people  in  acquiring  and 
diffuling  that  influence  ? 
^     Is  there  upon  record  a  Angle  inftance  of  fo 
'flagitious  a  charge  being  brought  home  to  any 
adminifl:ration,  of  fo  ignominious  a  fentence 
being  paflTed   upon  any   minifl:er  in  all  the 
annals  of  our  hiftory  ?    And  can  the  men  who 
confirmed  that  charge,  and  pronounced  that 
fentence  againfl:  the  fyftem  of  ^W  adminif- 
tration,  be  the  men  to  fupport  you  in  office  ? 
But  fliould  we  be   deceived  in  the  good 
opinioij  we   Jiave  formed  of  them — Should 
they  refufe  to  honour  that  credit  which  the 
public  has  thus  generoufly  given  them  for 
their  late   proceedings,   flill,   my  Lord,  we 
are  far  from  relinquilhingour  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
The  bitter  confequences  of  a  temporary  and 
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fallacious  triumph  muft,  in  the  refult,  prove 
your  Lordlhip*s  portion.  They  can  never 
fall   on  the  friends  of  this  country.     The 

DETERMINED     VIRTUE    OF     THE     PEOPLE 

afTerting  their  OWN  cause  is  our  sheet 
ANCHOR.  To  their  fpirited  interference  we 
are  indebted  for  the  conceilions  that  have 
been  already  made,  and  for  the  formal  con- 
fellion  of  the  great  evil  againft  which  they 
framed  their  complaints.  To  that  interference 
we  expedl  to  be  indebted  for  the  redrefs  of 
that  evil,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  wicked 
Minifters,  under  whofe  management  it  hath 
arifen  to  its  prefent  alarming  excefs. 

In  limilar  flruggles  between  the  fpirit  of 
the  conftitution,  and  the  profligacy  of  the 
court,  that  interference  never  failed  of  fuccefs. 
It  has  fometimes  reached  beyond  the  facrifice 
of  Miniflers.  It  has  forced  its  way  in  blood 
to  the  throne.  Left  to  your  own  councils ; 
indulged  in  the  full  profecution  of  that 
fyftem,  which  from  your  continuan'^  j  in  office, 
we  have  but  too  juft  reafon  to  fufpc6:,  is  now 
profefledly  adopted  in  a  quarter,  from  whence 
alone  you  derive  your  fupport,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  you  would  Ihortly  renew  that 
tragical  fcene,  with  all  its  concomitant 
horrors.  But  here  again  our  great  hope  is  in 
the  determined  virtue  of  the  people.  Their 
manly  perfeverance  in  the  legal,  conflitutional, 
and  peaceful  ftruggle  they  have  commenced. 
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•will  prove  our  furefl  fafeguard  againft  the 
pernicious  confequences  of  your  rafh  impolitic 
councils,  and  of  the  fatal  prediledion  that 
feems  determined  to  pit  you  againft  the 
people. 

This  fhall  be  our  only  armour  of  defence; 
and  is  it,  my  Lord,  in  the  native  indolence, 
weaknefs,  and  inconfiflency  of  yourcharader, 
is  it  in  the  recorded  cowardice  of  a  G — e, 

in  the  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  a  H h, 

in  the  craft  and  timid  fubtlety  of  a  M d, 

in  the  luxurious,  debilitated  profligacy  of  a 

S Ii»  or  in  the  concealed  machinations, 

and  lurking  aflaflin-like  plottings  of  a  B — e, 
to  reduce  us  to  circumflances  that  could  force 
us  from  our  moderation,  or  drive  us  into 
excefles  fubvcrfive  of  our  internal  quiet  and 
happinefs  ? 


THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 

May  2,   1780. 

JT  is  not  furprifing,  that  the  fituation  of 
this  country,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  our. 
domeftic  diflTenfions,  fhould  fpread  fuch 
univerfal  terror  and  apprehenfion  throughout 
the  kingdom.  A  fearful  expedation  of 
immediate,  impending  evils  is  univerfally 
gone  abroad,  and  n^en  begin  to  prepare  their 
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nimds  to  meet  thetn  in  their  worft  forms. 
Sufpicions    of    tlie    defpotic    intentions    of 
Miniiters  are  every  hour  giving  way  to  proofs. 
What  was  yefterday  furmife  becomes  this 
day  certainty.      We  can  no  longer   folace 
ourfeives  with  even  the  negative  confolation 
of  doubting  the  dangers  with  which  we  are 
threatened.     1-rom  covert  wiles,  and  fecret 
machinations,  the  enemies  of  the  conftitution 
have  proceeded  to  the  moft  daring  arts  of 
avowed  hoftility      They  fcorn  the  little  war 
ot  ambufli    undermining  and  ftratagem,  to 
which  they  have  hitherto  confined  themfelve?. 
They  feel  themfelves  in  force  to  meet  us  oa 
our  ftrongeft  ground,  and  confident  of  their 
powers,  feem  determined  to  cut  off  all  hopes 
of    acconimodation,    by    infufing    into    The 
quarrel,  between  king  and  people,  all  the 
poilonous    fermenting    mixtures   of  infult 
contempt,  and  mockery.  * 

The  breach  widens  every  hour.  Obftinacv 
on  one  fide  fwells  in  proportion  to  iuft 
refentment  on  the  other.  Raih,  precipitL. 
imperious  ..„trary  Counfellors,  regardlefs 
^Ij-Af^'i  examples  of  former  times, 
unmindful  of  the  recent  calamities  they  have 
themfelves,  by  a  fimilar  conduft,  entailed 
upon  their  country,  furround  the  throne,  and 
Ihm  up  every  avenue  to  experience,  wifdom, 
moderation,  felf-intereft,  decency. 

1  he  prayers  of  the  people  find  their  way 
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into  Parliament  only  to  provoke  additional 
mortifications  and  infults.  Their  complaints 
are  admitted  to  be  juft  and  well  founded 
only  to  be  denied  redrefs.  Their  petitions 
are  fnatched  from  the  hands  of  the  hone'^ 
members  who  introduced,  cherifhed,  and 
Supported  them,  and  are  infolently  taken  up, 
under  pretence  of  complying  with  their 
objed:,  by  a  fet  of  men  who  have  repeatedly 
fpurned  and  contemned  them  as  fad:ious,  and 
the  bafe  fpawn  of  fedition.  No  meafures 
originating  from  the  friends  to  the  petitioners, 
however  adequate  to  their  objedl,  or  confonant 
to  our  wilhes,  muft  ever  hope  for  fuccefs. 
They  alarm  the  integrity,  they  fhock  the 
patriotifm  and  public  fpirit  of  government. 
Minifters,  in  their  great  love  for  the  people^ 
appropriate  to  themfelves  the  care  of  leflening 
the  miferies  they  have  brought  upon  us,  and 
exped  that  we  (hall  reft  contented  with  the 
afTurances  they  have  condefcended  to  give  us, 
.  that  fomething  may  yet  be  done  to  afford  us 
content.  North  takes  the  place  of  the  Burkes 
and  the  Dunnings .  ,  The  Sicilians  muft  look 
for  redrefs  to  Verres. 

By  whom,  then,  are  our  prayers  hence- 
forth to  be  attended  to  ?  By  thofe  who  from 
the  firft  have  reprobated  them  as  the  dicStates 
of  party  and  fadion.  By  .whom  are  our 
grievances  henceforth  to  be  redrefled  ?  By 
thofe  who  have  contended,  and  who  ftill 

contend. 


m 


APPENDIX. 


W 


contend,  that  they  only  exift  in  the  diftem- 
pered  vifions,  and  frantic  ravings  of  popular 
madnefs.     Who  is  to  enquire  henceforth  into 
the  pubhc  expenditure  ?  Who  is  to  corredt  the 
crying  abufes  and  enormities  that  have  impo- 
venfhed  the  State?    The  very  men  who  ftapd 
accufed  of  thefe  enormities,  and  upon  whon> 
they  have  been  proved  by  irreiragable  teflimo- 
mes .  Who  are  henceforth  to  abohlh  the  fin^cure 
places,  unmerited   penfions,    and  exorbftant 
emoluments  of  office  which  abforb  the  public 
treafures,    and    embezzle    the    funds     that 
Ihould  be  appropriated  to  the  exigencies  cf 
the  war?    The  very  men  who  enjoy  thofe 
places  and  penfions,  and  who  fatten  on  the 
Ipoils  dramed  from  the  confined,  crippled, 
exhaufted  mduftry  of  the  people.     Who  is  to 
reftrain  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  crown^ 
to  which  we  owe  all  our  fufFerings  ?     Who 
IS  to  prevent  the  ruin  with  which  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  empire  is  threatened  from  its 
acknowledged  increafe?    The  men  who  have 
proved  themfelves  themoft  abjed  flaves,  the 
very  vilefl:  drudges  of  that  influence;  who  by 
their  confiflrency  in  venality  and  corruption 
have   oppofed   the   public   conviaion,    and 
denied  its  exiflence,  or  who  by  their  bafe, 
treacherous      difgraceful    tergiverfation,    by 
their  breach  of  public  faith,  and  the  facrifice 
of  every  thing  that  is  held  facred  or  binding 
m  fociety,  hav«  proved  its  baneful  power 
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beyond  all  former  proflitution,  beyond  evert 
thfe  memorable  vote  that  confeffes  their  re- 
corded infamy, 

Yhefe  are  the  men  to  whom  we  muft  now 
look  up  forredrefs.  In  their  hands  alone  is 
our  fafety,  our  happinefs,  our  redemption. 
Their  word  is  the  breath  of  our  exiftence. 
Their  will  is  our  fate.  No  other  interference, 
or  interc6flion,  can  avail  us.  No  virtue,  no 
abilities,  ho  integrity,  no  independence,  no 
confidence  on  our  fide,  no  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  our  approved  and  entrulled  friends.  This 
would"  be  idolatry  againft  thofe  gods  of  go- 
vernment. An  invocation  of  the  martyrs  and 
tonfeffors  of  liberty,  againft  which  they 
point  all  the  thunders  of  the  cabinet*. 

If  this  folemn  mockery  on  our  under- 
ftanding,  this  outrage  on  our  beft  feelings, 
could  rec  jive  any  aggravation,  it  would  be 
from  the  cireumftances  that  attended  this 
triumph  of  the  Minifter  over  the  people  of 
England.  He  chofe  the  brighteft  moment  of 
our  hopes,  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  very 
vote  of  the  6th  of  April,  to  imprefs  us  with 
proper  fentiments  of  the  ftrength  and  power 
of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  flavery  to  which 
he  meant  to  make  us  bend  our  necks. 

■  *  This  appearance  of  fomething  popifli  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  petitioners  has  alarmed  the  Chairman  of 
tjie  Proteftant  AHbciation,  and  is  (aid  to  be  the  caufe  of  his 
dtfeftion  to  the  Minifter,        ' 
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Oyr  complaints  h^d  that  night  been  ac, 
knowledged  to  be  juft  and   well   founded. 
Our  reprefentati  ves  confeffed  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  had  increafed  to  the  extent  and 
danger  we  had  reprefented,  and  that  it  called 
aloiid  for  that  immediate  and  ejffeaual  checl^ 
vhich  was  the  ohjea  of  our  petitions.     The 
^xpedations  we  conceived  from  this  appeart 
anceof  the  returning  integrity  of  Parliament, 
were  confirmed  by  repeated   votes   of  the 
noufe.     With  the  moft  unfufpec1:ing  con- 
fidence,  the  co-njties  began  immediately  to 
aflume  a  mildei  .one.     They  withheld  their 
aliociations,  and  adopted  lefsrefolute  meafures 
in  the  certamty  of  procuring  redrefs  froi^ 
the  faithful  guardians  of  their  freedom  and 
polTeilions. 

But  a.fingle  day  convinced  them  that  all 
this  was  mockery,  collufion,  the  blacfceft 
confirmation  of  aH  their  fufpicions,  a  hope, 
ieis  affurance  that  all  expecaadons  from  any 
power  but  their  own  muil  end  in  difappoint- 
rnent.  The  Minifler  entered  his  VETO 
againft  all  further  proceedings  in  their  favour, 
;^.nd  neither  the  fenfe  of  duty,  the  pride  of 
c:nfiftency  the  calls  of  honour,  the  up. 
braidings  of  confcience,  nor  the  remembrance 
ot  the  faith  they  had  folemnly  pledged  to 
their  conftituents,  to  one  another,  each  of 
them  individually  to  hinafelf  could  influence 
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Ithe  apoftates  from  the  majority  of  ^^^  to 
give  it  oppofition. 

'  The  infamy  was  not  confined  to  the  howtr 
Houfe.  Orders  were  ifTued  to  the  Lords 
to  aflTifV  in  this  fcandalous  attack  on  the 
cbnftitution,  which  it  was  the  pride  of  their 
birth-right ,  and  the  boafl  of  their  independence 
to  maintain  in  its  proper  balaijce  and  pro- 
portion. A  majority  was  found  among  them 
bafe  enough  to  make  atonement  to  the  King's 
friends  for  the  momentary  virtue  of  the  other 
Affembly.  They  consented  to  bear  the 
odium  of  with-holding  from  the  people  that 
redrefs  with  whi<^h  their  own  reprefentatives 
had  confented*  to  gratify  them,  and  by  that 
denial  held  themfelves  up  to  the  contempt 
and  fcorn  of  the  world  as  flaves  purchafed 
by  the  treafures  of  their  country  to  fupport 
that  influence  againfl  which  their  country  had 
'conflituted  them  guardians  by  inheritance. 

Thus  are  the  people  reduced  at  once  to 
^bfolute  defperation.  Every  tongue  that 
could  plead  for  them  is  filenced.  Every 
friendly  hand  that  could  refcue  them  from 
deflfudtion  is  fettered  and  difarmed ;  they  are 
told  that  they  have  no  refource  under  Heaven 
in  which  they  can  trufl,  excei^t  the  generqfi^y 
and  candour  of  their  profefTed  enemies.  If 
they  look  to  their  reprefentatives,  they  meet 
with  mockery  and  infult.  From  their  here- 
(litary  guardians  they  have  ftill  lefs  to  hope. 
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They  ilnd  themfelves  iri  the  deplorable  ftate 
of  their  opprefTed  anceftors,  the  Barbarians 
drive    them    to    the    fea,    the    fea    forces 
.them    back   upon    the    Barbarians.        The 
fervants  of  the  crown  make  a   fp^iftacle  of 
their    diflrefles.      They    taimt    while    they 
crucify   them,  **  ye  have  trufled  in  others, 
cah  they  fave  you?"   And  then,  in  all  the 
fulfome  ilrains  of  Court  adulation,  call  upon 
them  to  truft  to  the  patriotifm,  to  the  love  for 
his  people,   to  the  anxiety  for  their  welfare 
and  happinefs,  to  the  feeling  for  their  dif- 
treffes,    to  the  willingnefs  he  has  at  all  times 
teftified   to   receive   their    complaints,    and 
redrefs  their  grievances  that  dillinguifh  their 
amiable  Sovereign,  at  the  very  inftant  that 
they  ftretch  all  bis  authority  and  influence  to 
the  utmoft,   in   oppofing  their  wiflies,  and 
violating  their  rights. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  which  naturally 
fuggeft  themfelves  on  a  review  of  the  fads 
that  have  taken  place  within  this  laft  month, 
the  well  afFedted  to  the  peace  of  this  country 
find  reafon  to  form  the  mofl  alarming  appre- 
henfions;  on  one  fide  they  fee  an  obftinate 
invincible  determination  in  the  Court  to 
ellablifh  their  fyllem,  at  all  hazards,  on  t\\e 
fufferings  of  the  people ;  on  the  other  they 
fee  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  nation  Touflng 
jtfelf,  flowly  indeed,  and  cautioufly,  ^ut 
Yvith  aileady  refolutionand  deliberate  purpofe, 
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infinitely  more  fbrmidable  than  the  m^ft 
violent  ferts '  of  fudden  and  'momentary 
indignation. 

A  comparifon  between  the  prefent  and 
former  days,  and  the  recent  tranfadions  oif 
our  own  period,  ferve  to  encreafe  thole  fears. 
The  Minifteria!  advocates  need  not  take  fuch 
pains  in  thdr  fpeeches  to  remind  us  of  thp 
commejocement  of  our  civil  difTenfions  in  the 
J-eign  of  the  obftinate  and  infatuated  Charles. 
Their  own  condud  fets  thofe  unhappy  times 
in  profped  before  us  in  colours  infinitely 
more  forcible,  and  of  a  blacker  hue  than  all 
the  defcriptive  elqquence  of  their  new  pro- 
felytes,  or  their  hoary  veterans.  They  have 
hitherto  reprefented  the  bloody  fcene  at  ^ 
diftance.  The  fifth  ad  promifes  to  bring 
our  own  mangled  rights  on  the  ftage,  and  tq 
clofe  the  tragedy. 

I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  prefume  to  fit 
in  the  throne  of  Providence,  and  account  for 
his  decrees.  I  do  ^ot  dare  to  fpecify  his 
punifhments,  or  pronounce  his  vifitations  tq 
be  the  confequences  of  particular  crimes. 
But  if  ever  he  inflided  national  calamities 
as  a  judgment  on  national  violence  and 
injuftice,  he  now  threatens  to  bring  the  curfe 
to  our  doors.  AMERICA  had  long  pati- 
ently borne  the  grievances  with  which  fhe 
was  oppreffed.  Not  all  the  tyrannical  efTays 
of  the    then  newly  eflablilhed    fyftem   of 

defpotifm 
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ilcfpotifm  could  force  her  into  excefles  de* 
ilrudive  of  her  allegiance.     After  a  martyr- 
dom of  years,    fhe  at   length   ventured  to  * 
.  fpeak   her  grievances:    llie    bottomed    her 
condud  on  the  principles  of  the  conftitution : 
fhe  petif toned  in    all  the  humble   forms  of 
loyalty  and  affedionate  obedience :  fhe  only 
claimed  the  acknowledged  right?  of  Britifli 
freemen:  fhe  too  i^eceived  a  partial  hearing. 
An  extorted  enquiry  was    made   into    the 
grounds  of  her  complaints  j  witneffes  were 
,called  to  the  bar  of  Parliament  to  prove  the 
juftice  of  her  prayers — ^but  the  whole  ended 
then  as  now  in  mockery  and  infult.     Her  com- 
plaints were  rejeded  with  contumely;  her 
grievances   were   doubled.     She  was  drivea 
to  make  her  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Lawgiver, 
and  to  bare  her  bofom  to  the  fword,  and  her 
head  to  the  fcalping  knife,  in  defence  of  her 
rights.       It  is   the    boaft  and  plea    of   the 
Minifter,  that  this  war  on  the  liberties  of  our 
fellow-fubjedls  was   a   popular  war.      The 
oppofition  whoreprobatedJt  was  an  ufipopular 
oppofition.     It  had  the  fanarion  of  the  Coun-^ 
try  Gentlemen,  it  had  the  voice  of  the  people. 
If  he  be  authorifed  to  make  this  boaft, — if 
the  Englifh  nation  be  party  in  his  caufe,  I 
have  only  to  add  the  obfervation  of  the  poet, 
^eque  lex  eft  jujlior  ulla,  quam  nee  is  artifices 
arte  per  ire  fud. 

Againft  thefe  horrid  apprehenfions,  I  con- 
7  fefs. 
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fefs,  I  fee  but  one  refource.     If  We  find  it 
at  all,  it  muft  be  in  the  cool,  deliberate,  but 
inflexible  virtue  of  the  people.     Fortunately 
the  cireumftances  of  the  times  are  favourable 
to  our  hopes.     All  our  expe<5tations  w//>&/>i 
Parliament,  are  now  at  an  end.  The  rejedion 
of  Mr.  Dunning's  motions,  with  the  circunri^ 
ilances  that  attended  that  rejedion,  and  the 
fate  of  Mr.  Burke's   bill,   have  Ihut   thofe 
doors  againft  us  for  ever.     All  our  exertions 
muft  henceforth   be    made   without.      The 
general  eledion  is  at  hand.     It  will  then 
remain  with  the  people  to  redrefs  themfelves 
by  a  choice  of  proper  reprefentatives  for  a 
future  Parliament.     Let  them  be  but  true 
to  themfelves  on  that  occafioh,  and  there  is 
as  yet  ho  power  in  this  kingdom  to  break  or 
difturb  their  peace,    much  lefs  to  triumph 
finally  over  their  liberties. 

In  the  mean   time  they  muft  not   fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  divided  or  fplit  into  parties. 
To  divide  firft,  and  then  to  conquer,  is  the 
maxim  on  which- their  enemies  ground  allf' 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs.     Amongft  thefe  there 
is  the  moft  perfect  unanimity.     To  continue 
to  govern  by  influence  and  corruption,  is  the 
chief  point  they  have   in  view,  as  that  on 
which  their  whole  fyftem  hinges.     To  fecure 
it  againft  every    adual  attack,    they  croud 
round  it  with  all  their  force,  without  quar- 
relling about  the  means  to  fecure  it  in  future^ 
^  Speculative 
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*  Sp€ailative  men,  of  wa«n  fancies  and 
honeft  intentions,  but  little  converfant  in  the 
world,  and  judging  all  things  eafy  to' their 
wilhes,  from  their  inexperience  of  the  diffi- 
culties and  oppofitions  they  muft  meet  from 
the  paflions  and  interefts  of  mankind,  and 
from  diverfity  of  opinions,  even  among  the 
beft,  are  often  apt  to  injure  the  caufe  they 
mean  to  advance.  Their  hot  and  fiery  zeal, 
difdaining  thecurbof  difcretion  or  experience, 
darts  beyond  the  line.  It  hurries  them  on 
imperceptibly ;  arid  they  would  rather  re- 
pounce  the  prize  they  contend  for,  than  not 
farry  it  all  at  once. 

In  every  fyftem  of  reformation  we  muft 
proceed  by  flow  and  cautipus  fteps.  We 
cannot  hope  all  at  once  to  cut  away  the  cords 
of  prejudice  and  habitual  attachments,  that 
bind  many  well  difpofed  perfons  even  to 
abufes  that  have  had  the  fan(3:ion  of  time. 
We  muft  gain  men  over  by  degrees.  We 
muft  begin  by  the  moft  obvious  and  acknow* 
ledged evils,  till  having  carried  our  approaches 
gradually  to  the  great  fortrefles  of  corruption, 
we  may  batter  them  down  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  eafe,  and  then  in  peace  together, 
and  with  joint  deliberation  eredt  the  duly  har- 
monized and  well  proportioned  fabric  of 
Jafting  reformation. 
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[Tl^e  laft paragraph  but  one,  in  the  preceding 
Paper,  gave  great  offence  to  Major  ]on% 
'  Cart  WRIGHT,  who  had  'written  feveral , 
traBsupon  thefuhjeas  of  Annual  Parliaments, 
and  Umverfal  Suffrage i  and  bad  been,  with 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  and  others,  one  of  the  prin^ 
cipal founders  and  fupporters  of  a  Club,  %vho 
failed  themf elves  The  Society  fo'r  Conftitutional 
Intormation,  Mr,  Cartwright  thought  pro^ 
per  to  write  an  anfwer  to  this  paragraph, 
rr-^  I  he  following  is  a  copy  of  his  Anfwer, 1 

;+y^H^^  ^s  I  refpea  the,  principles,  and 
admire  the  talents  of  The  Country  Gen- 
TLEMAN,  I  cannot  but  feel  fame  little  doubt 
as  to  the  application  of,  and  entertain  foi^c 
fears  of  jll  effedi   from,  the  latter  part   of 

Tc  ^•^".^'■-  }^  ^^  '^°"^^  P^iOt  out  that 
delcription  of  perfons  whom,  amongft  the 
oppofers  of  tne  prefent  wicked  Minifters. 
he  deflgns  by  -Speculative  men,  of  warqi 
fancies  and  honeft  intentions,  but  little 
•Vconverfant  in  the  world,"  and  enter  into  a 
temperate,  candid  difcuffion  of  thofe  opinions 
he  attributes  to  them,  as  a  fource  from  which 
he  leems  to  apprehend  a  divifion  amongft  the 
friends  of  the  people,  poffibly  it  might  pro- 
mote  that  union  he  recommends,  far  more 
than  a  profound  filence  upon  the  fuppofed 

points 
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points  in  difpute,  accompanied  by  imputa* 
tions  of  **  hot  and  fiery  zeal,  difdaining  the 
**  curb  of  difcretion  and  experience,"  to  thofe 
from  whom  he  differs  in  fentiment. 

As  he  had  only  hinted^  I  fhall  fland  excufed 
if  I  fall  into  any  error,  in  imagining  the 
••  fpeculative  men"  he  alludes  to,  are  the 
prefent  open  and  fleady  advocates  for  annual 
parliaments  and  an  equal  reprefentation.  If  I 
have  erred,  I  am  ready  to  apologize;  but  as 
I  conceive  thofe  are  the  perfons  pointed  to, 
with  his  permiffion,  and  with  as  anxious  a 
wifh  for  unanimity  as  can  infpire  his  or  any 
bofom,  I  will  once  more  offer  my  fen*iments 
upon  the  fubjedt. 

With  much  fubmifHon,  I  cannot  fee  how 
that  thread-bare  obfervation,  •*  To  divide 
firft,  and  then  conquer,"  can  in  the  prefent 
inflance  be  applied.  It  is  not  the  Minijler 
who  caufes  this  diviiion  between  the  con- 
tenders for  annual  parliaments,  and  thofe 
amongfl  the  oppolition  who  are  for  a  longer 
term.  How  then  is  the  obfervation  appli- 
cable ?  Do  the  many  *  *  well  difpofed  perfons** 
who  are  bound  **  by  the  cords  of  prejudice 
•*  and  habitual  attachments  to  abufes"  in  our 
government,  that  is  to  fay,  to  feptennial  or 
triennial  parliaments,  and  a  mock  reprefen- 
tation, think  it  reafonable  that  the  fincere 
friends  of  reformation  ihould  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  tongue-tied,  and  to  facrifice  per- 
'    *  .  haps 
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haps  the  only   opportunity   that  may  evef 
occur  for  faving  their  country,  for  the  fake 
of  unanimity  with  men  attached  to  the  very 
abufes  which  have  proved  our  ruin^  however 
llrong  their  prejudices  may  be  ?     And  are 
thefe  men  who  are  thus  bound  by  the  cords 
of  prejudice,  and  fo  attached  to  thefe  abufes^ 
to  be  held  up  to  us,  as  the  oraclesr  by  whofe 
wifdom  and  virtue  we  are  alone  to  be  faved  ? 
And  are  thofe  who  facrifice  every  prejudice, 
and  who  make  a  manly  and  honeft  appeal  to 
the  conjiitution  of  our  country,  and  that  which 
was  the  falutary  pra&ice   of   our   anceftors 
for  many  hundred  years,   to  be  fneered   into 
contempt,  as  «*  fpeculative  men  little  con- 
"  verfant  in  the  world,  whofe  hot  and  fiery 
«*  zeaj  difdains  the    curb   of  dfcretion  and 
«*  experience,  and  who  would  rather  renounce 
"the  prize  they  contend  for,  than  not  carry 
^' It  all  at  once  P'*  ^ 

I  know  not  with  what  intentions  The 
Country  Gentleman  writes;  I  hope 
with  the^pureft:  but  I  muft  obferve,  that 
thislangifige  appears  to  me  only  calculated 
to  ferve  a  party,  by  the  very  extraordinary 
propofal,  that  the  people  op  England, 
and  every  unprejudiced  friend  of  the  confti- 
tution,  fhall  facrifice  the  only  fecurity  they 
can  have  fcr  their  freedom,  to  the  prejudices 
of  that  party  and  its  attachments  to  ruinous 
abufes;  and  upon  thefe  terms  unite  in  raifing 
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them  into  power.  For  my  own  part,  I  never 
ihall  be  iilenced  by  fuch  arguments,  nor  will 
I  ever  confent  to  fuch  terms  ;  and  highly  as 
I  eftimate  many  of  the  party  alluded  "to,  for 
their  abilities  and  many  virtues,  yet  I  have 
not  a  conception  that  there  is  not  wifdom  and 
virtue  enough  in  this  nation,  completely  to 
reform  its  rotten  government,  and  recover* 
its  freedom  without  their  afliftance,  if  they 
will  not  caft  away  thofe  prejudices  in  favour 
of  long  parliaments,  rotten  boroughs,  and 
minifteriai  influence  over  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  notwithftanding  fuch  abufes  •*  have 
•'  had  the  fandfcion  of  time,"  which  make 
the  only  blemifh  in  their  public  characters 
that  I  know  of. 

With  refped  to  the  carrying  of  the  prize 
we  contend  for  all  at  once,  that  I  maintain  to 
be  the  only  mode  of  proceeding  that  will  turn 
out  either  prudent,  politic,  or  pradlicable^ 
Had  the  friends  of  freedom  at  the  Revolution 
done  their  bufinefs  all  at  once,  we  had  now 
been  in  as  great  danger  of  defpotifm,  as  they 
were  in  before  they  expelled  James;  ai^d  if 
our  work  be  not  done  all  at  once,  it  will  not 
be  done  at  all.  By  all  at  once,  \  mean,  that 
all  that  is  ejfential  to  fecure  the  freedom  of  the 
people,  viz.  a  complete  reprefentation  in 
annual  parliaments,  together  with  their  pro- 
per fecuritifes,  muft  be  gained  by  the  people's 
P'ft  effort,  or  they  will  not  be  gained  in  this 
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century,  and  probably  never.  This  mufl  b^ 
mjlfp,  becaufe  no  retrejentative  body  will 
makefuch  a  reform,  and  it  mull  be  the  aa  of 
the  people.  It  is  not  tor  a  great  nation,  luufed 
to  do  itfelf  right,  to  mince  and  fritter  its 
reforms  into  feral  -^s  and  unfinifhed  fragments, 
but,  what  is  ejfential,  to  do  all  at  once.  This 
IS  the  jirjl  Jiep,  the  foundation  of  neceftary 
reformation.  ThisiWreaed  by  themfelves; 
their  reprefentatiiflttjiiay  then,  and  not  till 
then,  be  trufted  t(f^form  the  reft,  and  then 
they  will,  becaufe  they  mujl,  perform  it. 

Unanimity  upon  fuch  ground  as  feems  to 
be  recommended  by  The  Country  Gen- 
tleman, wouici  not  anfwer  the  hopes  of 
the  people  I  fuch  unanimity  would  not  reftore 
independency  to   Parliament,  nor  terminate 
m  ereding  •*  the  duty  harmonized  and  well 
••  proportioned  fabric  of  lafting  reformation;" 
neither  do  I  believe  that  it  would  be  for  th* 
intereft  even  of  the  very  party  whofe  advo- 
cates fo  warmly  recommend   it.     They  are 
profcribed  at  court,  with  an  inveteracy  which 
nothing  but  the  unanimity  of  the  people  frjl, 
and  the  independency  of  parliamenf  afterwards,' 
can  conquer.     Were  they  even  to  fucceed  in 
obtaining  that  unaniniity  in  their  favour,  it 
would  avail   them  nothing,  ii  ^hty  vainly 
trufted  to  the  management  of  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,   by   their    minifterial   influence,    for 
preferving  their  power*     Nothing  but  a  per- 
fect 
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fe<!\  independency  in  that  houfe»  and  a  full 
convidion  out  of  doors,  of  their  being  the 
friends  of  the  people,     ould  poflibly  fupport 
them  againft  a  rooted  love  of  defpotic  fway, 
and  a  fettled  hatred    3f  the  principles  they 
profefs  in  the  interior  of  interiors. 
'   Let   them,    then,     (hew   their   defire  of 
unanimity,  by  joining  the  millions^   inftead 
of  requiring  the  millions  to  join  them.     All 
the  people  defire,   is  to  have  their  conftitution  ' 
reftored  to  them;   fo  that,   by  the  free  unin- 
fluenced fuffrages  of  all,  and  annual  eledions, 
they  may  henceforth  hold  their  property,  Iheir 
lives,  and  their  freedom,   by  the  equ^^i  laws 
of  their  country,  and  not  at  the  dijcretion  of 
even  the  beft  and  wifeft  men  alive.     An  1  it  is 
even  an  infuperable  objection  to  the  people's 
exerting  themfelves  to  place  certain  men  in 
power,    that  when  they   were  laft   in  that 
/ituation  they  could  not  hold  it,  for  want  of 
the   means    which  I  have  pointed  out;   fo 
that,  to   do   that   alone,  would  only  be  ta 
expofe  them  to  be  again  betrayed,   and    o 
delude  ourfclves. 


A  Speculator  in  a  Great  Chair,"* 


[This  letter  of  Mr.   Cartwright's  raifed  the 

choler  of  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  the  Son  (not 

the  br  ther)  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.     He 
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wrote  the  folloimng    Reply  to  Mr,    Cart- 
%vright*s  letter.] 

May  9,    1780, 

x\  Writer  who  figns  himfelf,  A  Speculator 
ill  a  Great  Chair,  feems  difbleafed  that  The 
Country  Gentleman  fhould  defcribe  in 
the  following  manner  a  fet  of  perfons  who 
call  themfelves  advocates  for  Equal  Re- 
presentation AND  Annual  Parlia- 
ments. He  calls  them,  **  fpeculative  men 
of  warm  fancies  and  honeft  intentions,  but 
little  converfant  in  the  world."  I  will  give 
another  defcription  of  thefe  perfons,  which 
will  llrike  them  more  forcibly,  though  it 
may  not  pleafe  them  better.     They  are 

*•  A  Jet  of  perfons^  unknowing  and  abnofi 
unknown  by  the  world \  few  in  number^  and 
contemptible  in  chara^er  i  without  fortune , 
rank^  or  public  eJiimation\  having  never  Jlood 
in  a?iy  fituation  of  public  truji,  becaufc  no  man 
would  ever  truJi  them.  Supplying  the  defedi  of 
ability  and  experience^  by  felffufjiciency^  arro-' 
gance  and  objlinacy,  they  purfue  A  fcheme  of 
government  which  never  did  nor  ever  can  exijly 
and  which  is  fundamentally  oppojite  to  the 
principles  of  the  EngliJJj  conjiitution.  Grown 
in  a  manner  frantic  and  wild  with  defperate 
malignity,  they  are  determined,  to  trample 
upon  all  the  ability  and  virtue  of  Efjglandy  and 
to  facrifce  the  peace,  the  happinefs,  the 
dearefl  intereits,  and  even  the  conflitution  of 
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their   country,  to  the  chimeras  of  their  oivn 
extravagant  imaginations, 

**  Here  is  a  charader  which  the  world  will 
recognife  whenever  natural  infignificancy  is 
fuperfeded  by  the  reftlefs  and  adive  infolence 
of  vice  and  folly.  To  endeavour  to  counteracfl 
the  baneful  operation  of  evil  induflry,  to 
illuftrate,  to  exemplify,  to  prove,  to  make 
out  all  the  parts  of  a  charader  whofe  outline 
I  have  traced,  is  a  talk  no  lefs  ufeful  than  it 
is  laborious. — Indignation  will  infpire  when 
ability  is  wanting. 

*•  A  liil  of  thofe  perfons  who  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  title  of  The  People,  and  who 
with  fo  much  modefty  claim  the  difpofal  of 
honour,  profit  and  power,  will  be  highly 
entertaining  to  the  public.  When  laughter 
fubiides,  the  people  will  rife  up  in  anger  to 
punifli  the  audacious  temerity  of  thofe  who 
have  dared  to  affume  fuch  a  refpedable  name. 

**  Thofe  who  have  facrificed  every  motive 
of  intereft,  and  even  honourable  ambition  to 
an  attachment  to  duty  and  a  love  of  their  • 
country ;  who  are  profcribed  at  Court  on 
account  of  the  people  ;  who  are  martyrs  to 
the  caufe  of  the  people,  have  too  lotig 
permitted  their  characters  to  be  llurred,  and 
their  -reputation  to  be  pilfered  by  men  who 
have  facrificed  no  ambition,  and  had  none  to 
facrifice.  The  head  has  too  long  been  guided 
by  the  tail,— -A  blind  adder  is  little  qualified 
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to  lead  the  generous  fpirit  of  an  injured 
people.  Are  there  no  men  capable  of  ferving 
the  State  with  fidelity  to  the  conftitution  ?  If 
there  are,  why  fhould  virtue  be  afliamed  ? 
Let  honefl  men  boldly  come  forward,  to  claim 
the  reward  of  virtue^  w\\\c^\%  public  conjidence  ; 
the  people  will  open  their  arms  to  receive 
them. 

**  A  Friend  to  honejl  Men,^* 

{After  this  altercation ^  The  Country  Gentle- 
man wrote  only  one  letter  more ;  which  was 
the  following, 1 


THE  COUNTRY   GENTLEMAN. 

,^^  May  2^,  1780. 

1  HE' temper  of  the  times  is  fuch  as  to  dif* 
courage  every  man,  who  does  not  find  new 
inceritives  for  perfeverance  in  the  fruitlefTnefs 
of  his  labours,  from  continuing  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  the  public.  When  the  people 
abandon  themfelves,  it  implies  a:n  imputation 
of  knight-errantry  to  attempt  to  preferve 
them.  Who  but  La  Martcha^s  Knight  would 
undergo  the  toil  and  danger  of  forcing 
battlements,  and  burftingopen  prifons,  when 
he  knovvs  that  the  captives  within  will  hug 
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their  chains,  and  reje(fl  the  liberty   that  is 
proffered  them? 

What  infults  and  indignities,  what  folemn 
mockery,  and  formal  fcorn  have  rot  the 
people  of  England  fubmi {lively  born  within 
thefe  three  lafl  months  ?  A  recapitulation 
would  be  as  irkfome  and  mortifying  as  it  is 
unneceffary.  The  marks  of  the  ignominious 
ilripes  are  yet  raw  upon  our  backs.  They 
are  kept  open  and  bleeding  by  reiterated 
blows.  Not  a  fingle  day  pafles  without 
adding  to  their  number  and  ignominy,  yet  the 
people  flavifhly  acquiefce;  they  even  court 
the  hand  that  fmites  them. 

The  fpirit  of  our  anceftors  feemed  indeed 
to  roufe  itfelf  for  a  time  to  a  promifing 
exertion.  A  fudden  ray  of  hope  burft  upon 
us.  We  began  to  augur  the  happieft  confe- 
quences  from  the  tranfport  with  which  all 
ranks  of  men  feemed  to  hail  its  appearance. 
But  it  funk  again  as  fuddenly,  and  a  train  of 
evils  fucceeded,  fuch  as  it  was  natural  to 
dread  from  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  refifl 
the  encroachments  of  defpotifm.  Our  op- 
preffors  were  but  the  more  encouraged  in 
their  tyrannical  fyftem  of  governing  with  a 
rod  of  iron  ;  the  friends  of  the  people  were 
difcouraged,  difpirited,  difperfed  ;  their 
enemies  triumphed,  they  encreafed  in  their 
numbers,  they  acquired  a  conliflency  and 
permanency   of  power,    which  their   mod 
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fanguine  votaries  could  fcarce  have  dared  to 
anticipate  by  their  warmefl  wifties. 

OpprelTed  with  thefe  confiderations,  I  had 
determined  to  relinquifh  the  caufe.  I  founds 
be/ides,  that  a  fet  of  men  had  engaged  in  its 
defence,  whofe  mifguided  zeal  and  furious 
fpirit  blafted  every  rational  hope  of  fuccefs. 
Intemperate  zealots,  hurried  away  by  their 
fanatical  attachment  to  abjflrufe  dogmas,  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  gloom  and  inexperience  of  idle 
fpeculation — Men,  who  perhaps  might  have 
made  excellent  Miniilers  under  the  folitary 
Kings  whom  they  profefs  to  admire ^  who 
perhaps  would  have  figured  as  great  ftatefmen 
and  profound  politicians  of  the  parliamentary 
oaks,  which  covered  the  tumultuary  meetings 
of  a  barbarous  people,  collected  from  the 
thinly-fcattered  fettlements  among  the  wiWs 
and' defarts  of  Britain. 

Thefe  violent  partizans  foon  began  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  people  from  the 
great  fubftantial  objeds  of  reformation  to 
fubjeifts  of  curious  difquifition,  and  fpeculative 
politics,  on  which  the  beft  friends  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country  were  known  to  be 
divided  in  opinion.  The  very  inftant  they 
perceived  the  efficacy  of  a  fettled  union 
of  all  parties  againft  the  corrupt  fyflem  of 
government,  that  inftant  they  ftarted  a 
queftion,  which    they    muil  have   forefeen 
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would  prove  fatal  to  that  union,  and  de- 
flrucftiveof  all  our  hopes. 

It  was  not  poflible  that  they  could  be 
ignorant  of  the  unhappy  confequences. — - 
They  had  only  to  look  back  to  their  own 
experience.  They  had  played  the  fame 
game  on  former  occafions,  and  the  event 
was  frefli  in  their  minds.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  without  a  ftrong  colour  of  juftice, 
that  they  were  accufed  by  many  honeft  men 
of  being  actuated  by  the  worft  motives,  and 
that  their  condud:  was  fufped:ed  to  originate 
from  fome  baneful  and  malignant  caufe, 
which  it  was  not  in  the  flores  of  general 
information  to  trace, 

I  by  no  means  wi(h  to  difcufs  this  odious 
fubjedt.  One  thing  is  evident.  They  a:nd 
the  Minifter  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other, 
who  fhould  moft  effedlually  deflroy  the 
foundation  that  had  been  laid  for  the 
redemption  of  this  country.  Their  very 
language  was  the  fame.  The  moft  virulent 
and  abufive  runners  of  government  never 
poured  forth  a  fouler  torrent  of  invective 
againfta  fetof  m^n,  whom  they  have  caufp 
to  dread  ^s  their  moft  dangerous  and  fteady 
opponents,  than  thofe  gentlemen  who  profefs 
themfelves  to  be  equally  the  enemies  of  that 
government.  Whoever  prefumed  to  diftent 
from  their  exclufive  dodrines  was  anathe- 
matifed  with  all  the  malice,  and  virulence 
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of  infalUbUtty ,  An  agreement  in  effentlals 
was  no  plea  to  their  indulgence.  It  was 
nothing  that  we  joined  with  them  in  admitting 
the  text ;  there  were  fome  who  prefumed  to 
have  an  opinion  of  their  own  in  the  inter- 
pretation,  and  they  were  inftantly  fecluded 
from  the  pale  as  damnable  heretics,  aduated 
by  the  worft  of  motives,  and  deferving  of 
tortures,  fire,  and  gibbets.  The  common 
enemy,  in  their  eftimation,  was  not  half  fo 
dangerous.  They  were  fulFered  to  efcape 
and  to  triumph,  while  all  the  efforts  of  thofe 
furious  fedaries  were  turned  againfl  the 
party  with  whict[  they  had  fet  out  on  a  lafl 
vigorous  attempt  to  refcue  the  country  from 
the  hands  that  had  brought  it  to  ruin. 

And  what  has  been  the  refult  ?  Let  them 
cafl  their  eyes  back  to  the  fatal  point  of  fepa- 
ration,  and  fee  whither  the  road  they  have 
been  pleafed  exclufively  to  take,  has  led 
them.  They  have  fallen  into  the  very  fnare 
the  Miniflry  had  fpread  for  them.  They 
have  divided,  and  lofl  that  flrength,  which 
union  alone  could  give  them.  They  have 
difgufted  the  moft  hearty  friends  of  the  caufe 
they  wifh  to  maintain.  As  far  as  their  tefli- 
mony  can  operate,  they  have  confirmed  all 
the  infamous  imputations  with  which  the 
creatures  of  the  Court  have  laboured  to  brand 
the  charaders  of  men,  who  for  feventeen 
years  together  have  braved  all  the  malice  and 
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calumny,  as  well  of  minifterialifls  as  of 
falfe  brethren^  in  defending  their  country  to 
the  befl  of  their  judgment;  they  have  con- 
fequently  aflifted  Miniftry  in  deftroying  their 
reputation,  and  by  holding  them  forth  in  the 
moft  odious  and  contemptible  colours ^  hav-e 
robbed  them  of  that  credit  and  confidence 
which  it  was  neceflary  for  the  general  good 
that  the  people  fhould  place  in  their  integrity. 
They  have  given  the  moderate  a  reafon,  and 
thofe  who  fcreen  their  llavifh  wifhes  under 
that  chara(5ler  a  pretext  for  relinquifhing  the 
defence  of  the  people,  and  giving  up  the 
field  entirely  to  the  enemy.  They  have 
broken  the  fpirits  of  the  fober  and  well 
meaning  among  all  ranks ;  they  have  filled 
their  minds  with  doubts,  perplexities,  and 
apprehenfions ;  they  have  forced  them  to 
defpair  of  ever  finding  a  determined  and 
fleady  hand  to  refcue  the  nation  from  the 
gulph  of  deftrudlion  into  which  our  prefent 
rulers  have  plunged  it. 

Thefe  are  the  mighty  feats  they  have  at- 
chieved.  I  wifli  them  much  joy,  and  as  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  will  leave  them  to 
reap  the  happy  fruits  of  their  penetration  and 
judgment.  I  will  leave  \.\\q /peculators  to 
dream  in  their  great  chairs ;  I  will  leave  the 
admirers  of  the  infancy  of  our  conftitution  to 
fearch  their  mufty  prints,  and  trace  its  un- 
formed lineaments  while  it  was  yet  in  the 
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grizle.  The  doubts  they  are  pleafed  tiy 
exprefs  of  the  honefty  of  my  intentions,  I 
fhall  freely  forgive,  in  the  hopes  I  entertain 
of  the  fincerity  of  theirs,  and  fhall  at  leaft 
give  one  proof  that  I  mean  well  to  the  caufe, 
by  avoiding  their  example,  and  not  profe- 
cuting  a  controverfy  from  which  none  but 
the  Miniftry  can  reap  any  advantage.  Thefe 
gentlemen  may  continue  to  ferve  them  as 
they  have  done;  I  afliire  them,  that  how- 
ever I  lament  their  folly,  I  fhall  have  more 
charity  in  judging  of  their  views  and  motives, 
than  they  have  manifefted  in  pronouncing 
fentence  upon  thofe  who  differ  with  them 
in  opinion. 

1  have  again  taken  up  the  pen  to  addrefs 
myfelf  to  men  of  a  very  different  character, 
whom  yet,  I  fear,  their  arts  and  reprefen- 
tations  have  mifled.  I  wifh  to  call  upon 
thofe  from  whofe  name,  rank,  and  abilities, 
the  nation  exped:s  its  deliverance,  to  try  if 
this  unhappy  breach  cannot  yet  be  made  up, 
and  the  attention  of  the  people  brought  back 
to  the  original  objedl  of  their  petitions. 

All  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  are  placed  in 
our  divifions.  By  thefe  alone  they  triumphed 
in  their  lafl  ilruggle  with  the  people.  If 
once  thefe  can  be  reconciled  they  will  trem- 
ble once  more ;  nor  can  any  thing  avert  the 
fate  they  have  fo  long  merited,  but  an  obfti- 
nacy  in  enforcing  the  fubjecfls  that  have 
givep  rife  to  our  diffeniions. 
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FROM  THE  PUBLICK  ADVERTISER. 


TO  SIR  JOHN  DALRYMPLE.       ' 

[T^is  Letter  was  written  by  William  Burke, 
Efq.  who  was  Under-Secretary  of  State  to 
General  ConwAy.] 


SIR, 


A 


March  15,  1773, 


PERSON  of  your  name,  age,  and 
flature  was  about  feven  years  ago  turned  out 
of  an  office,  which  he  held  in  the  Excife  in 
Scotland,  for  corruptly  taking  money  in  the 
execution  of  that  office. 

Pray,  Sir  John,  was  this  you? 

Becaufe  if  it  was,  your  being  fo  difgrace- 
fully  turned  out  by  Lord  Rockingham's 
adminiftration,  the  only  body  of  men  that 
have  hitherto  not  humbled  themfelves  before 
the  King  and  his  favourite,  will  eafily  account 
for  the  extraordinary  pains  which  you  both 
have  taken  to  traduce  the  fair  fame  of  the 
anceftors  of  thofe  minifters,  and  will  relieve 
many  perfons  from  the  difficulty  they  now 
are  under  of  being  obliged  to  fuppole  this 
attempt  to  have  no  other  foundation  than 
that  blacknefs  of  heart  which  didated  the 
book  of  Lauder  againfl  Milton,  or  that  im- 
potent 
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potent  fpirit  of  revenge,  which,  during  the 
reign  of  James  the  Second,  glutted  itfelf  in 
the  richell  blood  in  the  country. 

As  I  learn  from  Thurfday*s  Public  Adver- 
tifer  that  you  can  condefcend  to  write  letters 
in  the  News-papers,  pray  fend  me  an  anfwer 
to  this  query  through  Mr.  Woodfall,  If  yo\i 
are  filent,  I  ihall  take  for  granted  my  infor- 
mation is  true,  and  that  you  are  that  John 
Dalrymple,  and  I  fhall  then  foon  trouble  you 
"Vvith  another  letter  upon  this  fubjecfl. 
I  am. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
♦  DOUGLAS, 
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-     March  17. 

CJN  the  15th  inflant  there  appeared  a  letter, 
which  charges  Sir  John  Dalrymple  with 
having  been  difmifled  feven  years  ago,  by- 
Lord  Rockingham *s  admin iftration,'  frotii  21 
law  office  in  the  excife  of  Scotland,  on  acr 
count  of  corruption  in  office,  and  with 
having  invented  his  late  hiftorical  difcoveries 
againft  the  anceftors  of  his  Lordftiip's  party 
in  revenge  for  it.         , 

It  is  very  true  that  Lord  Rockingham's 
adminiftration  gave  an  office  which  Sir  John 
(then  Mr.  Dalrymple)  had,  to  another  gen- 
tleman ;  bui  it  is  as  true  that  Mr.  Dalrymple, 
upon  hearing  that  the  change  in  the  o|Bc§ 
■  had 
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had  by  fome  people  been  connedled  With 
his  character,  upon  account  of  a  complaint 
which  two  years  before  had  been  made 
againrt  him  by  an  Excife  Officer,  fent  a 
memorial  to  the  Treafury,  in  which  he 
prayed  juftice  to  be  done  him  in  this  lafl 
refped.  The  memorial  was  prefented  to 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Yorke  in  perfon ; 
and  that  Treafury  of  Lord  Rockingham, 
which  had  taken  the  office  from  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple,  were  fo  juft  to  him  as  to  'make  an 
order  upon  the  memorial,  which  contained 
thefe  words :  **  Acquit*  Mr.  Dalrymple  of 
**  any  charge  of  corruption  in  office,  and 
"  even  of  the  fufpicion  of  it." 

[T/je  truth  of  this  pretended  quotation  is 
doubted.  To  have  Jkewn  the  purity  of  Sir 
John  Dalrymple* s  charaBer,  the  writer  Jhould 
have  publijhed  the  report  made  by  the  Officers 
of  Excife  in  Scotland  againji  him : — How 
long  it  lay  fecreted  in  the  Treafury  by  means 
of  his  friend  Mr.  T.  Whately  ■  during  Mr. 
Grenville*s  ad?ninift ration: — What  applications 
were  ?nade  to  Lord  Rockingham  by  Mr.  Torke^ 
(who  was  known  to  have  more  influence  over 
his  Lordjhip  than  any  other  perfon,)  to  get  him 
rejlored: — and  the  whole  of  the  minute  of 
the  Board  of  Treafury  upon  it.] 
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March  ^t  I773« 
[Tbis  Paper  was  written  ^^JohnWilkes,  .^.] 

XT  is  very  curious  to  obferve  the  fingular 
pleafure,  with  which  the  new  pubhcation 
of  the  fecond  vokime  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple*s 
Memoirs  has  been  received  by  all  the  Scots 
among  us,  by  the  Englifh  Courtiers,  and  their 
mafter.  They  openly  exult  and  aflert,  that 
all  public  virtue  is  an  impofture,  and  the 
very  pretence  to  it  ridiculous,  fince  it  is  now 
proved,  as  they  fay,  that  Lord Ruffel  intrigued 
with  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  and  Algernon 
Sidney  took  money  from  it.  The  pretended 
difcovery  has  afforded  a  folid  fatisf action  to 
the  Royal  mind,  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple*s 
friend  and  patron.  Lord  Mansfield,  for  many 
months  has  made  thete  fubjects  the  favourite 
topicks  of  his  converfation.  He  dwells  with 
rapture  on  the  difcovery.  The  inference  is 
clear,  the  application  evident.  Is  any  man 
held  forth  as  a  great  model  of  public  virtue 
and  fpirit?  The  courtiers'  reply  is  prompt. 
Lord  Rujfel  intrigued  with  the  Court  of  France. 
Is  a  patriot  applauded,  who  has  dared  and 
fuffered  every  thing  for  his  country  ?  The 
placeman  (hrugs  up  his  llioiilders,  and  fays, 
Algernon  Sydney  took  money  from  France^  and 
indire(ftly  hints  he  believes  the  fame  of  every 
:  .      .   othej? 
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Other  popular  charaaer.     A  treachery  of  fo 
black   a  nature   is   moft  readily  adopted  by 
every  man,  who  is  confcious  that  in  (imilar 
circu  nftances  he  would  have  a(fted  the  fame 
part,      In    all    probability   he    has    fecretly 
wiflied  for  the  like  offer.     A  Prince  likewife, 
whofe  firft  aim  is  the  deftrudiion  of  a  free 
conflitution,  believes  himfelf,  and  carefully 
propagates,  thedodtrine,  that  all  mankind  are 
knaves,  and  may  be  eafily  made  flaves.     He 
finds   fomething  in   his   own   breaft  which 
fuggefls  this  to  him,  for  the  fouls  of  tyrants 
and  flaves  are  congenial.     Almoft  half  the 
volume  of  Dalrymple  confifls  of  papers  fup- 
plied  by  the  prefent  king.   Kings  too  generally 
judge  in  the  moft  fuperficial   manner,  and 
merely  from  what  falls  under  their  own  view. 
The  Prince    therefore,   and    the  keeper   of 
Newgate,  think  themfelves  equally  juflified 
in  declaring  all  men  rogues.     A  Bute  and  a 
Nonb   are   continually    before   the    one,    a 
Macqiiirk   and  a  Kennedy  before   the  other. 
But  virtuous  men   unwillingly  fufpedt    the 
wickednefs  of  great   characters,    who  have 
long  enjoyed  a  nation's  efteem,  and  require 
the  moft  fatisfadtory  evidence  of  any  degree 
of  bafenefs  in  thofe,  who  have  bravely  died 
for  their  country,  whofe  reputation  has  been 
fealed   with   their  blood,  and  confiftent  and 
uniform  in  their  laft  moments,  have  given 
the  moft  trying  proofs  of  a  fincereand  noble 
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patrlotifm.  Lef  us  now  examine  the  prodfi 
againft  the  two  martyrs  df  liberty.  I  find  no 
kind  of  evidence  in  the  whole  volume  but 
the  defpatches  of  Banllon,  the  French 
ambaflador  here,  which  Sir  John  Dalrymple 
fays,  are  in  the  Depot  des  Affaires  Etr anger es 
et  Verfailles,  and  of  whofe  exiftence  we  want 
better  evidence  than  his  aflertion.  He  declares 
from  comparing  th^  riotes  which  I  took  in 
France,  with  the  copies  of  the  papers  fent  me 
•*  from  thence,  I  find,  in  fome  inftances,  a 
**  difference  in  the  dates  between  Uv«3,  owing, 
•*  probably,  to  my  overfight ;  but  in  all  other 
•*  refpefts,  the  copies  agree  with  the  notes." 
Dates,  Sir,  are  as  eafily  copied  as  words ; 
and  a  man,  who  can  miftake,  in  fome  injlances, 
in  figures,  is  very  likely  to  miftake,  in  othef 
inftances,  in  letters  and  words.  Records  have, 
we  know,  been  altered.  Such  a  confeflTion 
of  a  want  of  accuracy  muft  be  fatal  to  any- 
work,  and  the  public  will  naturally  exped:. 
a  more  faithful  copier  of  public  records  than 
Lord  Mansfield's  friend.  Sir  John  Dalrymple. 
Do  you  afk  other  proofs,  or  wifti  to  examine 
thefe  pretended  originals  ?  Neither  the  im- 
menfe  colledlion  of  Englifh  records  and 
memoirs  at  the  Britifti  Mufeum,  nor  the 
numerous  mamifcripts  at  either  of  our  Uni- 
verfities,  contain  a  fingle  line  of  fuch  an 
infamous  fuggeftion  againft  the  facred 
memory  of  the  two  Englifti  heroes  j  but  a 

Scottifti 
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ScottiHi  Baronet,  under  the'  patronage  of  a 
Scottilh  Lord,    has   given,    as  he   fays,   aq 
^xtrad:  of  a  French  difpatch,  which  heaflerta 
may    be    feen    in   the    Depot    des    Affaires 
Etrangeres  at    Verfailles,    (hould   the  Duke 
d^Aguillon  permit  you,  as  he  did  Sir  John, 
with  liberality  offentiment,  if  you  are  difpofed 
to  beheve    him.      It   is   indeed   extremely, 
remarkable,  that  this  fame  Duke  d'Aguillon, 
who  was  guilty  of  all  the  unjuft  and  inhuman 
proceedings  againft  Monfieur  dela  Chalotais. 
who  was  the  principal  in  the  plot  to  fix  the 
ixmo\x%  forged  letters  on  that  excellent  French 
patriot,  is  now  lending  his  afliftance  to  Lord 
Mansfield   and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  to  ruin 
the  well-earned  reputation  of  two  patriots  of 
our  nation,  and  to  blaft  the  glorious  laurels, 
purchafed  with  the  beft  blood  of  our  illand. 
It  feems  a  frefh  confpiracy  of  the  French  and 
Scots  againft  us.     The  caufe  and  the  men  are 
indeed    well   worthy   of  each   other.      But 
England  looks  down  with  contempt  on  thefe 
mean  and  bafe  arts,  and  continues   to  revere 
the  memory  of  her  RufTel  and  Sydney: 

Dear  as  the  ruddy  drops  that  warm  the  heart. 
They  .dyM  amidft  their  dying  country's  cries  ; 

and  are  now  in  pofleffion  of  that  fupreme 
reward,  a  virtuous  fame,  which  they  enjoy 
unenvied  by  all  the  wife  and  good,  reviled 
only  by  the  courtier  and  the  Have.     Their' 
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enemies  now  attempt  in  vain  with  facrilegioil*  . 
hands  to  overturn  their  temples,  and  deflroy 
their  altars,  to  give  us  idols  of  their  own  kirk» 
more  ridiculous  than  ever  Egypt  worshipped . 
But  RufTel  and  Sydney  will  remain  the  great 
obje(fls  of  a  nation's  veneration  and  love, 
while  the  names  of  Bute  and  Mansfield  will 
ever  be  uttered  with  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
What  Burnet  fays  of  Sydney  is  equally 
applicable  to  RufTel,  and  may  ferve  for  a  clue 
to  the  condudl  of  both/*  He  (Sydney)  did  all 
**  he  could  to  divert  people  from  that  war  (with 
**  France) :   fo  that  fome  took  him  for  a  penfi- 

*  *  oner  of  France :  but  to  thofe  to  whom  he  durfl 

*  *  fpeak  freely,  he  faid ,  /je  knew  it  was  all  a 
**  juggle  I  that  our  Court  was  in  an  entire  con-' 
*•*  fide  nee  with  France,  and  had  no  other  defign 
•*  in  this  fhexv  of  a  war,  but  to  raife  an  army, 
**  and  keep  it  beyond  fea  till  it  was  trained  and 
«*  modelled." — Bitliop  Burnet's  Hiflory  of 
his  own  Time,  8vo.  edition,  vol.  a,  page  362. 

Sir  John  Dairy mple  in  the  preface  fays, 
**  His  Majefly — juflly  confidering  hiflory  to 
**  be  the  fcience  of  Kings,  and  willing  that 
**  the  a(flions  of  other  Princes  fhould  be  tried 
**  by  that  tribunal  of  public  enquiry,  which, 
**  he  truf^s,  will  do  honour  to  his  own.'* 
Do  you  believe  this,  Sir  JchnP  I  wiil 
confine  myfelf  to  two  particulars.  The 
tribunal  of  the  public  has  already  judged  the 
Sovereign  for  the  horrid  mall  acre  in  St. 
^  George's 
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Geot-ge*s  ■  Fields,  on  the  ever  memorable 
tenth  of  May  1768,  the  letter  of  thanks,  &c. 
— The  refult  need  not  be  told — it  is  well 
known. — When  the  circumftances  of  the 
death  of  the  late  Chancellor  Yorke,  and  of 
the  four  preceding  days,  come  to  be  fully 
known,  (and  they  fhall  be  told,)  every  foul 
will  be  chilled  with  horror ;  tears  of  virtuous 
pity  fhall  flow  for  the  deceafed,  and  the  bafe, 
hypocritical,  and  barbarous  author  of  his 
unhappy  fate  be  held  in  eternal  execration. 

JUSTICE. 


March  26. 

^othe  r^^/EoiTORij/'AS'/rJ.  Dalrymple's 

Memoirs » 
SIR, 

1  SHALL  not  (?ompkln  of  the  old  law  of 

the  hiftorian,  ?te  quid  veri  dicere  non  audeat^ 
but  on  the  contrary  Would  in  plain  Englifli 
fay  to  him.  You  fi all  f peak  the  truth,  the 
'whole  truth,  and  nothing  Uit  the  truth,  fo  help 
you  God.  It  is  not  my  intention  therefore  to 
trouble  you  updn  this  occafion  with  the 
common »  obvious  queftion  of  the  moralift* 
*•  What  good  do  you  propofe  by  this  pub- 
lication ?  Is  it  to  fhew  that  there  is  no  more 
virtue  in  one  party  than  another,  and  that  th« 
fFhig  is  not  an  honefter  man  or  better  patriot 
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than  the  Tory^  Or  is  it  to  teach  the  youtli  of  thtf 
prefent  reign  this  general  lefTon,  liberty  and  the 
love  of  one*  s  country  arejnere  pretences  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  men  f  Can  any  good  confequence 
flow  from  theeftablifhmentof  fuch  dodlrine  ^" 
I  will  anfwer  for  you,  truth  is  truths  and  a 
true  piBure  of  human  nature  can  never  be 
unufeful.  But  then,  Sir,  I  hope  you  have 
publ idled  the  whole  truth,  and  concealed 
nothing  out  of  favour  or  affedlion  to  any 
body.  Excufe  the  plainnefs  of  my  phrafe, 
who  am  a  mere  country  gentleman,  and 
borrow  the  language  of  the  bar  to  witnefTes 
on  a  trial.  I  am  ufed  to  juries.  My  reafon 
for  the  putting  the  qtieftion  is,  that  a  friend 
of  mine  has  in  his  laft  letter  informed  me 
from  town,  that  a  report  is  there  circulated  of 
your  having  fupprefled  fome  letters  contained 
in  the  trunk  at  Kenlington.  The  ftory  is 5, 
that  the  fupprefled  letters  are  from  the  Princefs 
Sophia  to  the  abdicated  and  profcribed  James 
the  Second,  in  the  year  1689,  and  that  they 
contain  a  correfpondence  for  the  purpofe  of 

*reftoring  him  to  the  Englilh  throne.  It  is 
fa  id  that  you  have  publiflied  the  letters  in  the 
before- mentioned  Trunk,  (with  an  exclufion 
of  one  other  perhaps,)  excepting  thefe  letters 
from  the  Court  of  Hanover  j  I  therefore 
delire  to  know  the  motive  you  had  for  this 
fuppreflion.     It  cannot  be  a  tendernefs  for  K. 

AViUiaEh,  becaufe  it  is  well  underfl:ood  that 

:    .  he 
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he  knew  of  this  intrigue  between  the  family 
of  Brunfwick  and  Stuart,  when  he  procured 
the  fettlement  of  the  Crown  of  England  upon 
the  former;  but  that  he  overlooked  it,  becaufe 
upon  the  whole  he  was  of  opinion  the  fet- 
tlement of  the  Crown  there  was  the  beft  that 
could  be  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
and  of  all  Europe  in  general.  He  was  not; 
deceived  in  the  principles  of  the  Hanoverian 
Court,  but  adled  upon  larger  and  more 
generous  motives.  There  would  therefore 
be  nothing  ungrateful  to  the  memory  of  this 
wife,  difinterefted  Dutchman  in  fuch  publica- 
tion. Why  fhould  you  then,  a  Revolutionift, 
feparate  thefe  letters  from  the  reft,  and 
withhold  them  from  the  world?  They  are 
curious,  and  relate  to  a  family  that  hath 
pleaded  as  much  merit,  religious  and  civil, 
as  that  of  Sydney  and  Rujfd,  and  to  a  family 
which  hath  reaped  as  much  benefit  from 
the  Revolution  as  they  did.  An  Englifh 
Dukedom  is  not  a  greater  reward  to  an  Englifh 
Earl,  than  the  Britifh  Crown  is  to  an  Eleclitoral 
Prince.  Is  it  then  more  extraordinary  or 
reproachful  for  private  fubjedts,  afraid  for 
their  liberty  and  religion,  to  unite  with 
France,  and  to  take  French  money,  and  ufe 
French  power,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their 
tyrant  and  profecutor,  than  for  a  Sovereign 
Proteftant  Prince,  labouring  under  no  diffi. 

culties. 
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culties,  voluntarily  to  offer  afliftance  to  a 
Popifti  Tyrant  to  replace  him  on  the  throne  of 
a  free  people,  who  had  juft  expelled  him, 
and  thereby  to  deftroy  their  liberties  both 
civil  and  religious  ?  Sydney  and  Ri/ffe/ avsiiled 
themfelves  as  politicians  of  foreign  power 
and  money  for  noble  and  laudable  ends, 
which  they  faw  then  no  other  means  of 
compafTmg.  They  did  not  intrigue  for  the 
fake  of  fubjecSting  this  kingdom  to  France; 
nor  enter  into  any  engagements  deftru(ftive  to 
England.  On  the  other  hand,  I  doubt  not, 
that  the  Court  of  Hanover,  not  forefeeing 
their  own  acceffion,  in  confequence  of  the 
Revolution,  to  our  mighty  Throne,  adied  on 
fome  little  political  motive,  or  perhaps  out  of 
afFedion  to  their  fecond  couiin  James  the 
Second,  without  regarding  the  religious  or 
civil  rights  of  mere  Englilh  fubjed:s.  Now, 
Sir,  as  impartiality  is  impartiality,  and 
equality  is  equality,  I  long  to  know  why  thefe 
curious  letters,  by  way  of  political  anecdote 
and  authentic  hiflory,  were  withdrawn  and  rot 
publi(hed  ?  Is  a  regard  to  the  memory  ot  the 
Princefs  Sophia  preferable  to  a  regard  to  the 
charaders  of  thofe  men  who  voted  the 
Englifh  Crown  to  her ;  or  would  the  law  of 
gratitude  be  more  broken  by  your  publifliing 
letters  that  might  relied  upon  fuch  an  anceftor 
than  upon  fuch  benefadors  ?  If  truth,  pure 
truth,  be  the  rwle  of  your  condud,   why 

hav^ 
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have  thefe  letters  alone  been  fecreted  and 
withdrawn?  I  put  thefe  queftions  for  the 
fake  of  clearing  away  unjuft  furmifes,  which 
I  dare  fay  your  anfwer  will  do.  Being  here 
for  the  air,  I  know  little  of  what  the  town 
fays,  but  being  a  plain  fpeaker,  I  put  a 
downright  query,  when  one  occurs  tome. 

I  am.  Sir,  always  the  fame  man,  and 

Your  humble  fervant, 
JLyw^,  March  ao.  HOLLES, 


May  I, 
To  Sir  JOHN  DALRYMPLE,  Bart. 

JUiKE  a  hardy  Knight  of  old,  you  feem  to 
delight  in  defperate  atchievements.  To  tear 
the  rooted  laurel  from  thofe  tombs,  on  which 
the  univerfal  and  ftrong  hand  of  the  nation 
had  planted  it;  was  an  enterprize  of  no 
common  mark  and  magnitude.  Whatever 
be  its  fuccefs,  the  very  attempt  will  place 
you  fecond,  at  leaft,  in  the  lifts  of  fame,  to 
that  intrepid  Blood  5  who  dared  to  wreft  the 
Crown  of  England  from  its  ftrong  hold. 
The  worthy  Prince,  whofe  diadem  he  thus 
invaded,  was  pleafed  to  take  the  robber  to 
bis  bofom;    to  penfion  and  proted:   him. 

Perhaps, 
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Pefhaps,  Sir,  you  ttiay  meet  with  the  fame 
favour  from  a  pious  Prince ;  after  having 
endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  principles  which 
fupport  his  Throne. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  fay,  without  being 
fufpe(fled  of  flattery,  that  your  aflbciates,  in 
this  ertt^rpriz€,  were  chofeti  with  fingular 
fagacity.  Let  us  review  them.  They  will 
not  indeed  furnifh  quite  fuch  variety  ,of 
charaaer,  as  the  heroes  aflbciated  in  affailing 
Ahe  walls  of  Troy.  But  it  is  more  to  your 
purpofe  that  they  Ihould  be  as  uniform  in 
charader,  and  as  unanimous  in  fentiment, 
as  the  Kings  of  Brentford. 

In  your  lift  we  find  a  Scotch  Chief  Juftice, 

ivhofe  long  line  of  anceftry  was  never  ftained 

with  one  conftitutional  principle,  or  fentiment 

of  liberty ;  and  of  whofe  notorious  attachment 

'  to    the   Houfe   of  Stiiirt,     he  has  folemnly 

avowed    himfelf  the   zealous   inheritor-— an 

Englifh  Lord,  who  having  been  converted 

from  that  faith  which  ennobled  his  anceftors, 

to  the  new  court-creed,  will  lend  himfelf  to 

any  work,   that  may  beft  prove  the  fincerity 

of  his    converiion— a   French  Ambaflador, 

whofe   infamous   profellion  was  to  pander 

vice,   and  corrupt   virtue — a  French  Duke, 

who  has  proved  himfelf  an  implacable  and 

unprincipled  enemy  to   the   very   name  of 

Patriot  j  and  is  execrated,  even  in  his  own 

country. 
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country,  as  the  moft  devoted  inftrimnefit  of 
arbitrary  power. 

Such  are  the  charadters  of  youf  chofeft 
auxiliaries  in  defaminir  the  dead.  I  flatter 
myfelf,  they  will  fully  juftify  the  approbation 
I  have  given  your  fagacity  in  the  choice. 

In  one  thing,  however,  you  are  lefs 
fortunate  than  thofe  who  arraigned  the  perfons 
of  RulTel  and  of  Sydney.  The  Crown  cannot 
pack  a  jury  to  try  this  queftion.  Indeed  I 
can  conceive  but  one  way  of  procuring  a 
jury,  before  whonn  your  accufation  would 
have  any  chance  of  fucceeding.  It  fliould  be 
drawn  from  among  the  citizens  6f  Edinburgh, 
(the  moft  loyal  place  in  Scotland,)  who, 
before  his  prefent  Majefty's  virtues  had 
atoned  for  the  former  principles  of  his  Houfe, 
and  made  him  popular  in  North  Britain,  were 
accuftomed  to  affail  the  loyal  few,  who 
alTembled  annually^'  drink  his  health,  with 
curfes,  flones  and -/fire-brands. — A  fcene, 
which  no  doubt  you,  Sir  John,  have  often 
dwelt  upon  with  delight.  Unhappily  how- 
ever for  you,  the  opinion  of  thofe  honeft 
Scots  will  not  decide  the  prefent  queftion. 
The  candid  public  muft  determine  upon  the 
truth  of  your  accufation.  This  they  will  do, 
by  weighing  all  the  fads  and  circumftances 
on  which  it  is  founded.  It  cannot  be  expeded 
that  your  opponents  can  iufped  the  depot 
froin  which  you  pretend  to  have  drawn  this 
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evidence  of  RufTel  and  Sydney's  treachery* 
No  one  will  imagine,  for  inftance,  that  an 
enquirer,  whofe  profefTed  purpofe  was  to 
vindicate  the  virtuous  charaders  of  the  friends 
to  liberty  and  the  people,  would  have  the 
cordial  recommendation  of  Lord  Rochford,  or 
the  polite  alTiftance  of  the  Duke  D'Aguillon. 
While  you  therefore.  Sir  John,  enjoy  every 
•advantage  which  royal  and  minifterial  favour 
can  give  you,  we  muft  be  contented  with 
reafoning  from  the  evidence  of  thofe  truths 
which  are  uncontroverted,  and  thofe  fads 
from  the  depot  with  which  you  may  have 
thought  it  fafe  to  furnifh  us. 

But  there  is  one  truth  which  he  who  would 
judge  candidly  on  this  queftion,  ought  ever  to 
keep  in  mind  :  That  Scotch  politics,  like  the 
Romifh  religion,  hold  that  the  end  will  always 
juftify  the  means.  Suppofe  for  example. 
Sir  John,  that  you  and  th'^y  who  employ  you, 
(hould  think  it  a  defirable  objedl  to  difcredjt 
and  defame  the  very  name  of  Patriot,  though 
the  blackeft  falfehoods  and  forgeries  were 
necefiary  to  the  purpofe,  the  infamy  of  the 
means  would,  in  your  minds,  be  atoned  for 
by  the  innocence  of  the  end.  For  the  truth 
of  this  principle  I  may  appeal  to  every  North 
Britilh  bofom  j  for  an  illuftration  of  it.  Sir 
John,  give  me  leave  to  refer  to  your  own 
book.  You  there  tell  us,  that  the  non -jurors 
in  Scotland  having  entered  into  ^  confpiracy 

againft 
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ngainfl:  King  Willmm,  to  cover  their  defigns 
took  the  oaths  of  allegiance;  [Vol.  i.p.420.] 
and  the  Scotch  Peers,  who  were  fawning 
at  Whitehall,  procured  the  Earl  of  Arran's 
enlargement,  who  had  been  committed  on 
fufpicion,  by  alTuring  the  King  that  he, 
together  with  them,  would  immediately 
fwear  allegiance  to  him.  They  accordingly 
retired  to  Scotland,  took  the  oaths,  and 
privately  joined  the  confpirators.  You  tell 
us.  Sir,  that  fomeof  them  faid,  **  it  wa?  no 
fhame  to  do  a  wrong  thing  in  a  right  caufe ; 
and  others,  that  they  would  play  at  the  game 
of  blindman's  buff  in  Parliament,  by  which 
means  William  would  not  find  out  his  friends 
from  his  foes." — [Ibid  421 .] 

The  deepeft  and  moft  deliberate  treachery, 
with  the  mofl  folemn  appeal  to  God,  was 
regarded  by  thefe  honeft  Scotchmen,  as  a 
very  fport,  or  a  covert  and  convenient 
feeming,  under  which  they  might,  without 
imputation,  efFedluate  their  flagitious  pur-* 
pofe.  Such  are  the  principles,  and  fuch  the 
practices  of  Scotchmen,  which  thofe  who  are 
unhappily  conneded  with  them,  will  find  to 
prevail  not  only  in  their  political  meafures, 
but  in  every  other  tranfac^ion  in  life. 

Your  charge  againft  Sydney,  is  founded 
on  this  article  in  Barillon's  account  of  his 
dilburfements,  /(?  Alger ?i07i  Sydney  500/. 

If  the  fad:  of  his  having  received  thi^ 
f     .  '  money 
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money  were  'ever  fo  undeniable,  ftill  it  would 
be  but  candid  to  judge,  from  his  charad^er  and 
conduct,  that  he  did  it,  not  for  his  own 
emolument,  but  more  effedually  to  fupport 
Sin  oppofition  to  the  arbitrary  view  of  the 
Court.  For  it  muft  be  remembered,  that 
we  are  fpeaking  of  that  chara(5ler,  which 
Milton  has  commemorated  inthefe  honourable 
terms :  Atquejidmeum — quod  ego  illujire  nomer\ 
nojiris  feviper  adhejijfe  partibus  ^  gr at  id  or. 

Shall  fuch  a  reputation  be  touched,  by  an 

un vouched  extract,    made  by  a  fingle  and 

fufpe(fted  hand,   from  a  depot  into  which  the 

originals  might  have  been  foifled,  and  thofe 

falsified  a  thoufand  ways,  containing  a  charge 

that  ultimately  refts  on   the  authority  of  a 

very  infamous  perfon,   whofe   intereft  Was 

concerned  in  making  it  ?  Shall  the  names  of 

Ruffel  and   of  Sydney,    which    have   been 

fand:ified  by   their  fufferings,  in   the  moll 

glorious    of    all     human     enterprizes,     the 

■redemption  of    public  libertv,    fuftain    the 

fmallefl  diminution  of  that  high  reverence 

we  owe  them,  from  an  accufation  fo  weak 

and  wicked  ? 

^  And  now,  Sir  John,  I  muft  take  leave  to 
.tell  you  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  colour  for 
your  charge — that  it  is  moft  malicious  in  its 
"aim,  moft  fufpicious  in  its  manner,  and  moft 
impotent  in  its  ilTue.  Retire  then  and  feek 
confolation  in  the  candid  bofoms  of  that  high 

and 
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and  cholen  pair,  who  have  ad:ii.^ted  and  aided 
your  attempt.  As  they  meant  to  particioate 
in  its  fuccefs,  let  them  at  leaft  iharc  the 
infamy  and  opprobrium  that  will  inevitably 
attend  it. 

..  I  have  many  pardons  to  afk  of  the  Englifli 
nation,  for  reviving  that  national  jealoufy; 
which  however  necelTary,  is  always  painful 
to  generous  minds.  I  am  conlcious  of 
having  done  it,  not  to  gratify  any  little  or 
malignant  paflion.  Nor  could  I  help  en- 
deavouring; to  vindicate,  from  the  malice  of 
men  as  high  in  place  as  they  are  bafe  in 
principle,  thofe  patriots,  to  whofe  noble 
efforts  and  illuftrious  fufferings  we  owe  that 
free  conftitution,  which  1  hold  the  moil 
ineftimable  of  all  earthly  b? riflings,  and  for 
which  I  would  willingly  lay  down  my  life. 

HOLI  ES. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifen 


I' 


Vitam  impendere  vero,  Rousseau, 


SIR, 


N. 


MTysy,  1773;. 


O  one  who  wiflied  well  to  fociety  would 

endeavour  to  reprefent  the  belt  of  characters 

in  the  moft  odious  lights,  and  in  d.  long  detail 

of  men  and  manners,  not  let  to  public  view 

6  one 
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bne  great  and  worthy  example.— -Mad  the 

fame  diligence    been   exerted  to  trace  out 

virtuous  adions  that  has  been  ufed  to  imagine 

and  rake  up  vice,  the  author  of  the  Memoirs 

of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  efteemed 

and   enrolled   among  the  illuftrious   writers 

who  promote  public  virtue,  inftead  of  being 

detefted    and    reproached    for    propagating 

falfehold  and  infamy.     It  has  been  proved 

that  he  is  intereftedand  partial;  his  authorities 

of  no  weight,  refting  on  a  fingle  evidence, 

and   the  truth  and  honefty  of  that  evidence 

flrongly  fufpedted,  and  all  againft  the  general 

tenor,  pradtice  and  principles   of    the  men 

who  maintained  them  with  their  blood.     His 

relations  and  comments,  compared  with  fads, 

prove  his  difingenuity,   and  want  of  candour 

and  truth.  Sydney's  return  to  England  was  not 

obtained  by  the  court  of  France,  but  by  Henry 

Saville,  the  Englifh  Embafllidor  at  Paris,  as 

is  evident  by  a  letter  from  Sydney  to  him* 

[Syd^iey's  Letters,  ^to.p.  104.]   Mr.  Pelham, 

at  the  trial  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  aflerts,  that 

Mr.  Algernon  Sydney  was  a  man  who  had 

that  love  for  liberty  and   the   good   of  his 

country,  that  he  would  not  have  faid,   **  that 

"  the  law   of   God    and   man  require   two 

witnefles  to  proceed  againfl:  a  man,"  even 

to  fave  his  own  life,  if  he  had  thought  it 

inconfilknt  with  either  of  them. — [Syd//ey*s 

Tna/,   131.]      Barillon  fays,  the  fervices  I 

draw 
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draw  from  Sydney  do  not  appear,'  for  his 
connedlions  are  with  obfcure  and  concealed 
perfons. — [Memoirs,  vol,  ii.  287.] 

In  another  letter,  Mr.  Sydney  is  one  of 
thofe  who  talks  to  me  with  the  moft  force 
and  the  mod  opennefs  on  the  article  of 
maintaining  the  liberties  of  England  and 
Holland  feparate. — [Uid,  313.] 

It  is  a  common  and  bafe  practice  to  fix 
obnoxious  names,  and  thereby  ruin  a  charadler 
in  the  public  efteem,  though  with  the 
difcerning  few,  names  prove  nothing;  the 
names  of  Heretick,  Deift,  and  Self-mu^rdener, 
with  the  generality  of  the  world,  are  odious 
and  reproachful. 

The  writer  aflerts,  that  Sydney,  ElTex, 
and  Hampden  were  determined  deifts,  and 
that  they  believed  they  had  a  right  over  their 
own  lives. — [Ih'J,  voL  \.iij\ 

This  affertion  is  void  of  all  truth  and 
juftice;  for  how  does  he  attempt  to  prove  it  ? 
^y  the  moft  di (ingenuous  and  unnatural  turn 
of  a  paflage  in  a  moft  excellent  letter  of  Syd- 
ney's, to  a  friend  who  prefted  his  return 
home. — Shall  I  reiiounceall  my  old  principles, 
learn  the  vile  Court  arts,  and  make  my  peace 
by  bribing  fome  of  them  ?  Shall  their  cor- 
ruption and  vice  be  my  fafety  ?  Oh  !  no-— 
I  hope  I  (liall  die  in  the  fame  principles  in 
which  I  have  always  lived,  and  will  live  no 
longer  than  they  can  preferve  me.     I  have  in 

my 
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my  life  been  guilty  of  many  follies,  but  I 
hope  of  no  meannefs.     I  will  not  blot  and 
defile  that  which   is  part,  by  endeavouring- 
to  provide  for  the  future.     I  have  ever  hat 
in  my  mind,  that  when  God  (hould  caft  me 
into  fuch  a  condition  as    that  I  cannot  fave 
my  life  but  by  doing  an  indecent  thing,  he 
Ihews  me  the  time  is  come  when  I  (hould 
refign  ^it .-^[Sydney ,  p,-  16,  ^to.]     The  plain 
and  candid  fenfe  is  fure  no  more  than  a  firm 
refolution  to  maintain  his  principles ^  and  to 
fubmit  to  the  part  allotted  him  by  Providence. 
His  being  a  deift  is  equally  void  of  truth. 
Burnet  fays,  he  feemed  to  be  a  Chriftian, 
but  in  a  particular  way  of  his  own.     He 
thought  it  to  be  a  divine  philofophy  in  the 
mind. — [Burnet,  538.]     At  his  condemna- 
tion   he  exclaimed    with   energy,    O  God! 
O  God  !  fandlify  thefe  fufferings  unto  me, 
and  impute  not  my  blood  to  the  country  nor 
city  through  which  I  am  to  be  drawn.     Let 
no  inquifition  be  made  for  it ;  but  if  any,  and 
the   (bedding  of    innocent    blood    muft   be 
revenged,    let   the    weight  of  it   fall  upon 
thofe    that    malicioufly    perfecute    me    for* 
righteoufnefs    fake.      In    the   paper  at  his 
execution  he  refuted  the  tellimony  of  guilt, 
and  prayed  for  his  country.     Lord  forgive 
thefe  pradices  (the  packing  of  juries), 
and  avert  the  evils  that  threaten  the   nation 
from  tbem;. and  though  I  fall  a  facrifice  ta 
:  idols. 
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i^als,  fuflfer  not  idolatry  to  be  eftabliflied  in 
the  land.  Biefs  thy  people,  and  fave  them; 
defcad  thine  o^n  ^auje,  and  defend  thofe  that 
defend  it  i  ftir  up  fuch  as  are  faint ;  direct 
thofe  that  are  wavering.  Grant  that  I  may 
die  glorifying  thee ;  that  at  the  laft  thou  hafl 
permitted  me  to  be  iingled  out  as  a  witnefs 
of  thy  truth,  and  even  by  the  confeflion  of 
ftiy  opponents,  for  that  good  old  caufe  in 
which  1  was  from  my  youth  engaged,  and 
for  which  thou  haft  often  and  wonderfully 
declared  thy felf. — {Sydney,  196;  4to.] 

To  the  King  inftead  of  applying  for  mercy, 
he  demanded  only  juftice.  He  fays,-  fome 
through  fear  have  deflected,  from  the  inte- 
irity  of  their  principles  \  but  I  think  there 
are  many  who  have  kept  their  garments 
unfpptted,  and  I  hope  that  Ood  will  deliver 
them  and  the  nation  for  their  fakes.  God 
will  not  fuflfer  this  land,  where  the  gofpel 
of  Jate  has  flouxifhed,  more  than  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  to  become  a  Have  of  the 
world,  but  will  ftir  up  witneffes  of  the  truths 
and  in  \his  own  time  fpirit  his  people  to 
ftand  up  for  his  <:aufe,  and  deliver  them; 
and  in  his  goodnefs  he  did  deliver  them  at 
the  moft  glorious  and  happy  revolution. 

I  know  my  Redeemer  lives,  and  as  he 
has  in  a  great  meafure  upheld  me  in  the  day 
of  my  calamity,  hope  that  he  will  uphold 
me  by  his  fpirit  in  this  laft  moment,   and 
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giving  me  grace  to  glorify  him  in  my  deaA, 
receive  me  into  the  glory  prepared  for  thofe 
that  fear  him  when  my  body  fhall  be  dif- 
fol ved ,-^['Apology,  198.]  Are  thefe  prayers 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  si  deift  which 
are  dilated  by  the  belief  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence and  divine  interpofition  ? 

Oh  !  fhame  to  letters,  ingenuity  and  truth  ! 

I  had  rather  my  fon  had  turned  his  back 
in  the  day  of  battle  than  have  injured  the 
characters  of  Sidney  and  Ruffel. 

As  conftitution  might  occafion  the  one,  the 
other  has  no  excufe  but  mere  depravity  of 
mind. 

TIMOLEON. 


LETTERS  ON  THE  SALE  OF  PLACES. 

"  July  16,  1769. 

HAVING  just  now  read  a  letter  con- 
taining, by  evident  infinuations,  a  moft 
audacious  attack  upon  my  characfler,  printed 
by  you,  in  your  paper  of  Friday  laft,  aflert* 
ing  a  grofs  and  infamous  lie  from  beginning 
to  end ;  I  do  hereby  publicly  call  upon, 
you  to  name  the  perfon  from  whom  you 
received  the  account  you  have  prefumed  to 
publilh.  If  you  are  either  unable  or  un- 
willing to  do  this,  I  fhall  moft  certainly 
treat  you  as  he  author,  and,  in  jiallice  both 

to 
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1:6  myfelf  and  others,  who  are  every  day 
thus  malignantly  and  wickedly .  vilified,  I 
ihall  take  the  beft  advice  in  the  law  if  an 
adlion  will  not  lie  for  fuch  atrocious  defa- 
mation, and  if  I  may  not  hope  to  make  an 
fexample  of  the  author  of  it. 

The  fcurrility  in  general  which  has  been 
of  late  fo  heaped  upon  me  in  the  public 
papers,  I  have  hitherto  treated  with  the 
contempt  my  friends  and  itiyfelf  thought  it 
defer ved,  and  iufFered  it  to  pafs  with  impu- 
nity j  but  this  laft  is  fo  outrageous,  and  tends 
fo  much  to  wound  my  charader  and  honour 
in  the.tendereft  part,  that  t  am  determined, 
if  pra«5licable»  to  fee  if  a  jury  will  not  do  me 
and  the  public  juftice  againft  fuch  a  libeller, 
and  whether  they  will  not  think  the  robbing 
an  innocent  man  of  his  characfier  is  a  robbery 
of  the  moft  dangerous  kind,  and  that  the 
perpetrators  of  it  will  ftick  at  nothing. 

For  the  prefent,  1  muft  content  myfelf 
with  only  laying  before  the  public  the  two 
following  letters,  which  will  explain  to 
them  all  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  deteil- 
able  fraud,  which  has  been  taken  advantage 
of  to  charge  me  with  corruption  • .  a  crime, 
which,  of  all  others,  I  hold  the  moft  in 
abhorrence.  1  defy  the  whole  world  to 
^rbve  a  fingle  word  in  your  libellous  letter 
to  be  true,  or  that  the  whole  is  not  a  bare- 
faced, pofitive,  and  entire  lie — That  it  is  fo, 
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1  do  affert,  and  I  call  upon  any  bddy,   if 
tiiey  can>,  to  difprove  \vhat  I  fay. 

George  GNsibWi 
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COPY  GF  A  LETTER  TO  Mr.  ONSLO^^j 

^t^,         AT^ftt;  Bohd-Street,  Jttm  215, 1769* 

I  BEG  ybii  will  pavdofe  nfiy  thus 
ftddreffihg  yoti,  a  liberty  jf  ^bii'M  hdt  think 
ef,  was  any  thfrtg  lefs  than  tny  famfly'i 
bread  at  ftake—Some  Weeks  paft  friy  hufbartd 
paid  a  large  furti  of  money  (which  gave  US 
inexpreflible  forroW  to  raife)  to  a  party,  Wh6 
ijrotefl  they  ai'e  efnpow'iered  by  ydu  t6  ihfiirfe 
fcriii,  in  return,  the  colledorfhip  of  Pifca^ 
tkway  in  New  Hkrnpfhire.  I  hai^e  been  told 
this  day  one  Hughes  is  irt  poifefTion  of  the 
famfe,  and  the  treafurjr  books  cdtifirm  the 
fiew's.  I  beg  leave  moil:  earrieftly  to  intrea(t 
you  will  inform  me  whether  Mr.  Hughes  is 
under  any  engagement  to  refign,  or  Whether 
we  are  duped  by  thofe  who  have  taken  our 
money. 

Mr.  Burns  has  had  the  flrbngeft  recom- 
mendations from  perfons  of  undoubted 
veracity,  and  1  believe,  on  all  ticcourits,  Will 
be  found  to  be  perfectly  capable  and  worthy 
of  the  employment. 

Once 
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On(?e  more  I  intreat,  good  Sir,  ym  wiil 
•xcufe  fhi$  trouble,  which  is  caufed  by  ^ 
heart  almoft  broken  with  the  fear  and  terror 
of  a  difappointment. 

With  the  profoundeft  Refp^<i|, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient. 
Humble  Servant, 

Marv  Burns. 


MR.  ONSLOW?  ANSWEIV' 

MADAM,       Ember-Court,  J{i^^'^*]t  ^769. 
YOUR  letter  was  hT^vight  down  tp  me 
hfther  only  to-day,  or  I  j(houJd  hftve  ^nfwered 
it  fooner.     Without  having  the  honour  of 
being  knowi^  to  you  or  Mr.  Burns,  it  gives 
m^  much  concern  that  any  body  fhould  be 
impofed   upon   as,   you  haye  beep,   and  as 
much  indignation  that  my  name  Ihould  be 
made  fo  infamous  a  ufe  of.     I  fh9uld  have 
been  under  an  equal  degree  of  furprize,   ha4 
I  not  this  morning  had  fome  intimjition  of 
the   matter    fro^i    Mr.   Pownall    and    Mr, 
Bradfhaw,  and  made  fome  enquiry  into  it 
of  Mr.  Watkins  at  Charing-Crofs,  with  ^ 
determination  to  fift  this  (hocking  fcene  of 
Yillany  to  the  bottom,  and  which   I  ftall 
now  he  encouraged  in  by  the  hppeg  of  getting 
you  your  moiiey  r^ftored  to  you,  as  w§lla3 
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the  earneft  defire  I  have  to  bring  the  perpe* 
trators  of  this  roguery  to  the  punifhment  and 
Ihame  they  defer ve. 

For  this  purpofe,  might  I  beg  the  favour 
of  Mr.  Burns  to  meet  me  at  my  houfe  in 
Curzon-ftreet  about  ten  o*clock  on  Friday 
morning,  I  will  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Pownall's, 
of  which  I  have  given  him  notice;  and  I 
wifh  Mr.  Burns  would  bring  with  him  Mr, 
Watkins,  or  any  body  elfe  that  can  give 
light  into  this  unhappy  and  wicked  affair. 

Till  this  morning  I  never  in  my  life  heard 
a  iingle  word  of  either  the  office  itfelf,  nor 
of  any  of  the  parties  concerned  :  you  will 
judge  then  of  my  aflonilhment,  and  indee4 
horror,  at  heading  of  it  to-day  from  Mr. 
Bradfhaw.  ' 

I  am,  Madam,  &g. 

George  Onslow. 

Since  the  writing  of  the  above  lettersji 
more  of  this  fraud  has  been  deted:ed,  and 
further  enquiry  is.  making,  in  order  to  bring 
the  aftors  in  it  to  juftice.  A  woman  of  the 
name  of  Smith,  who  lives  pear  Broad-ftreet, 
is  the  perfon  who  appears  to  be  principally 
concerned  in  the  fraud,  the  money  being, 
it  feems,  for  her  ufe. 

Having   obferved,  in   a  news-paper  of 
the  28th  of  July  laft,  that   it   is  infinuated, 
^hat  I  have  been  the  det€(5tor  of  a  fuppofed 
6  crime. 
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crime,  imputed  to  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Onflow,  Efq.  I  do  think  it  an  adt  of  com- 
mon juftice  to  declare,  in  this  public  manner, 
that  I  amintirely  ignorant  of  the  faid  fuppofed 
crime,  and  all  circumftances  relative  to  it| 
except  that  I  have  heard  the  ftory  mentioned 
in  common  converfation,  and  conftantly 
treated  as  a  calumny  propagated  to  injure 
Mr.  Onflow's  reputation. 
Ha7%over-fquare, 
Aug.  2yiq6(),  Hillsborough.* 

It  having  been  fuggefled,  in  a  letter 
addrefled  to  the  Right  Hon.  George  Onflow, 
Efq.  publiflied  in  a  news-paper,  dated  the 
28th  of  July  lail,  that  I  was^  together  with 
Mr.  Bradfliaw,  fent  to  Mr.  Onflow,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  a  fcandalous  tranfadtion,  in  which 
Mr.  Onflow  ig,  in  the  faid  letter,  ftated  to 
be  concerned;  it  is  become  neceflary  for  me, 
in  jufl:ice  to  that  gentlenmn,  to  declare  that 
I  never  was  fent  to  Mr.  Onflow  on  that,  or 
any  other  occafion ;  but  having  heard  this 
ilory,  1  thought  it  bqt  common  juilice  to 
communicate  [t  to  Mr.  Onflow,  which  I  did 
through  the  channel  of  Mr.  Bradfliaw. 

Whitehall^  Aug,  2,1769.         J.Pownall. 
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rORD  Mansfield  has  been  lately  left  alone 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     **  All  the  obliged 
have  deferted,  and  all  the  vain."     He,  who 
but  a  few  days  hofore,  and  with  fuch  decided 
authority,  had  palfed  a  bloody  fentence  upon 
whole  nations,  hais  not  been  able  to  regulate 
the  trial  of  one  old   woman. — [Alludes   to 
the  remarkable    controverfy   between   Lord 
Mansfield  and  Lord  Lyttelton,  on  the  mode 
of  trying   the   Duchefs    of   Kingfton ;   the 
Houfe  adopted  Lord  Lyttelton 's  plan  in  pre- 
ference to  Lord  Mansfield's.] — His  judicial 
conflict  was  with  ahoy;  and  he  was  baffled. 
Thefe  indications  of  fome  odd  change,  though 
they  appear  in  flight  matters,  are  warnings 
which  a  wife  man  will  not  difdain  to  take. 
They  ought,  in  fome  meafure,  to  abate  the 
pride  of  power,  and  the  confidence  in  favour. 
They  ought  to  fupple  the  heart,  and  to  make 
it  fufceptible  of  the   foft  contagion  of  our 
nature.     They  ought  to  difpofe  it'  towards 
a  favourable  hearing  of  millions  of  people, 
lately    flourifhing,     opulent,    peaceful    and 
happy,  but  now  doomed  to  be  the  haralTed  and 
perfecuted   objeds  of  etern^  piracy,  rapine, 
and  devaflation, 
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If  Lord  Mansfield  fliould  be  found  thus 
foftened   towards  an    unfortunate,    rejedled 
branch  of  the  Englifh  race,  perhaps  in  fome 
moments    of   humiliation   fo   favourable   to 
clemency,  he  might    turn   his  eyes  on  the 
Englifh  flock  itfelf.      He   might    begin   to 
fufpe<fl,  that  the  fufferings  of  war  cannot  be 
confined  to  one  fide  only  ;    and  that  our  own 
fhare  of  thefe  calamities  may  be  worthy  of 
fome  confideration.     He  might  feel  the  glory 
of  burning  the  petty  filhing  town,  Falmouth 
in   New   England,   balanced  by  the  taking 
of  St,  Jo/in's ;  he  might  think  the  ilealing 
by  Lord   Dunmore,  of  a   dozen  or  two  of 
little,  honey-combed,  iron  fhip   guns    from 
a  deferted  wharf  in  Virginia,  of  not  quite  {o 
much  inaportance  as    the   lofs   of    Canada, 
Though  it  is  undoubtedly  fome  comfort  to 
infult  the  few  Provincial  Officers  we  take,  by 
throwing  them  with  common    men  into    4 
gaol;  and  fome  triumph  to  hold  the  bold 
adventurer,  Ethan  Allen,  in  irons  inadungeon, 
in  Cornwall ;  yet  it  may  be  thought  not  quite 
fo  pleafant  on   the  other  hand,   to  have  the 
corps  of  Englifh  Fuzileers  prifoners  of  war 
by  capitulation,  in  Connedicut,  though  under 
the  tenderefl  treatment  from  a  mild,  humane, 
and   generous   conqueror.      The   famine  of 
Boflon,  (which  will  vie  in  hiflory  with  that 
of  Perufia,  Perujina  fames,)  the  wafleof  camp 
diflempers,   the  flaughter  at  Bunker's-Hill, 
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the  difperfion  of  tranfports,  the  ocean 
covered  with  wrecks,  our  Hanoverian  allies 
perifhing  on  the  coaft  of  France,  before  the 
eyes  of  thofe  whom  they  had  lately  helped  to 
defeat  ;  the  miferable  ruin  of  the  finances  of 
this  kingdom,  and  that  back-fliding,  which 
after  twelve  years'  peace,  has  let  us  down 
into  that  condition  of  debt,  in  which  we  wer*; 
left  at  the  end  of  a  war  with  half  Europe. — 
All  thefe  con fiderat ions  may,  at  a  calm  hour, 
rife  in  an  awful  feries  before  Lord  Mansfield; 
and,  forcing  one  natural  figh  for  the  diftrefTes 
of  humanity,  may  difpofe  him  to  liflen  to  an 
humble  plea  for  peace.  They  may,  perhaps, 
incline  his  ear  to  fober  enquiry,  whether  even 
an  imperfed  authority  is  not  more  eligible 
than  a  compleat  war?  and  whether,  all 
things  confidered,  the  fpoils  of  America  will 
be,  in  reality,  fo  much  a  better  thing  than 
its  commerce? 

Lord  Mansfield's  jrgument  againfl  th(? 
frcfenl  Colonies,  fron^  the  votes  of  o^ie  of 
them  in  time  pa/,  was  examined  in  my  laft 
letter.  "^ 

I  fhall  now  take  this  bufinefs  in  another 
point  of  view.  For  a  while  I  wilj  go  along 
with  his  Lordfliip.  He  fhall  have  granted 
to  him  not  only  all,  but  much  more  than  he 
afTumes.  I  will  allow  that  the  Journals,  not 
of  one,  but  of  <?// the  affemblies,  are  full  of 
facaious  refolutions.     Having  for  argument 
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admitted  this,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  accomp:iny 
my  c^nceffion  v^ith  a  matter  oi  faB ;  which, 
though  it  will  not  at  allexciife  fuch  contumacy 
in  the  Americans,  it  may  abate  lome  degree 
of  that  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  which 
it  fcems  to  excite  in  a  veteran  politician,  who 
has  breathed  the  air  of  feventy  winters  in  our 
climate,   of  clear  and  unclouded  virtue. 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies  have  twelve 
popular  afTerp^^lies.  The  number  of  Members 
they  contain  nvdj  be  as  large,  within  a  trijfle, 
as  the  Pat  li  rneni  of  Great  Britain.  They 
are  probably  ubou'  five  hundred  perfons.  Will 
his  Lordfhip  Hik,  what  doi/ceurs  sue  diilributed 

amongthewholebcdyoftnefeReprefentativesj 
I  do  affure  him,  on  the  flridtell  enquiry,  J 
do  not  find  that  the  twelve  American  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  whole^^'^  hundred  men  who 
compofe  them,  receive  among  them  all  one 
ffih  part  of  the  value  of  what  is  held  by  one 
fingle  gentleman,  wjaorji  I  could  name,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

It  is  not  that  the  foil  of  the  plantations  does 
not  yield  the  conftitutional  ilaple  of  lucrative 
employments.  But  thgfe  employments  are 
almoft-  all,  with  much  more  propriety, 
beftowed  in  aid  of  a  contracted  Englifh  civil 
lift,  and  as  a  fupport  and  fecurity  to  the 
independence  of  a  Britifh  Parliament.  They 
are  certainly  better  beftowed  j  for  I  have 
conftantly  obferved,  that  all  thofe  gentlemen 
»  who 
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^ho  hold  Amcric^jn  employments,  have  h«ea 
th€  moft  zealous  ©f  all  others   againft  the 
Uifolent  claims  of  the  Colonifts,  and  the  moft 
^eternimed    refifter?    of  that    facflioua    and 
mtere^ed  fpint,  which  dares  unnaturally  to 
inlultfogracious  and  beneficent  a  government, 
i^'^'^  "^/^  "°^  know  to  a  certainty,  that  not 
^  A    u^  ■:  ^^"^  ^^  Bngland  upon  elections; 
and  that  the  emoluments,  fo  liberally  diftri- 
buted  in  Parliament,  have  no  fharc  in  producing 
any  part  of  that  complaifance  to  government, 
which   diftmguilhes   our  age,    and  puts  to 
(hame  the  flubborn  fpirit  of  our  anceftors, 
we  might,  mftead  t)f  bving  aflonifhed  at  fuch 
jnftances  of  oppofition,  he  rather  furprifed, 
how  It  has  happened,  that  in  popular  affem, 
blies   lo  httle   managed,    the   oppofition    to 
government  has  not  been  greater,   more  fre, 
quent,  more  fierce,  and  more  extenfive.     So 
much  rich  compoft  is  laid  upon  the  highly 
dreffed,  and  produdive  foil  of  a  Britifh  F^rl 
liament,  and  fuch  attention  is  bellowed  on  its 
thorough  cultivation,    that  thefe  remote  parts 
have  been  negleded,  and   fuffered  to  Ihoot 
out  all  the  wild  weeds  of  a  vigorous,  but 
uncultivated  nature.      Except  infuhing   re. 
proaches,  angry  prorogations,  fudden  diffo- 
iutjons,   rejeded  petitions,    with  now    and 
then  a  challenge  to  difpute  on  the  oriorjn  of 
government,   (Vide    Governor  Hutchinfon's 
famous  fpeech,)  I  can  find  nothing  that  has 
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feeeft  ptacflifed  to  «»  tame  the  ^etiius  of  the 
ftubbbrn  plain,"  or  to  mollify  the  hereditary 
fpirit  of  independency,  that  is  charged  upon  the 
Ai^herican  AflTemblies.     Under  fuch  indolent 
fi^gleift,  arid  fuch  churliih  attentions,  I  could 
hot    pofitively   anftver  for   the   ftiellownefs 
kind  tfaaaMiity  even  of  a  civilized  Britifh 
Patliattt«*it.     I  fhouy  not  however  conclude, 
from  forrie  four  humours  in  our  Houfes  of 
ParliatTient,  that  A  barren   itidependence  wa$ 
the   ob^eca  of  their   wiflies ;  but   that,  lik^ 
p^vifh  virgfins ,  they  longed  for  fomething  elfe. 
Oppofitiori    to  the   au.'iority   of   adts  of 
rarlianfieHt  i&  not  a  thing  new  in  the  depen* 
dendes    of    this    empire,    nor    confined  to 
Afifjei^Jca.      A   detiial   of    fhat  autliorky  irt 
muc^  greater  extent,  had  once  b^n  Very 
popttla-r  in  Iceland.     MoHneux,  one  of  thetf 
mdft    celebrated    authors,    (a    g^reat  natural 
|)hJk)fo{)her  like  Doa^or  Franklin,)  a  friend 
fend  a  correfpondent  of  Locke,  wrote  a  book 
which  is  Itill  in  requeft.     The  objted  of  this 
book  is  to  prove,  that  England  had  no  powet 
to  rtiake  any  Idtos  whatever  to  bind  Ireland. 
The  aflertion  is  not  limited  tb  taxes  ;    it  is  as 
broad  and  general  as  legiflature  itfelf  on  the 
largeft  plan.    That  book  indeed  was  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  here  ;  bu( 
the  do(n:rines  gained  fo  much  ground  fhere, 
that   the  Judg^^s    who   admitted   appeals  to 
England  were  perfecuted  by  the  Irilh  Houfes 
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of  Lords  and  Commons  with  the  greateil 
rigour  and  afperity,  and  obliged  to  fly  in  ^ 
body  to  England. 

In  confequence  of  this  a  declaratory  adt 
was  pafTed,  aflerting  the  fiipreme  legillative 
authority  of  Great  Britain.  Nothing  further 
was  done.  No  troops  were  fent,  or  employed 
to  enforce  obedience.  Time  was  given  for 
the  public  ferment  to  fubfide.  The  appeal 
to  the  Houfeof  Lords  in  England,  was  left 
to  find  its  own  way  by  its  own  utility  j  and 
utility  effedted  that  which  force  could  not 
have  efFed:ed.  The  Irifh  fuitors  found  an 
advantage  in  a  judicature  removed  from  local 
affedions  and  local  prejudices.  At  the  fame 
time  the  Irifli  Parliament  wasyoo/ZW,  inftead 
of  being  bullied.  The  leading  interefts  were 
gained.  The  flubborn  were  foftened»  and  the 
angry  pacified.  By  degrees,  as  it  was  natural^ 
the  ftorm  was  blown  over.  The  Irifh 
Parliament  kept  its  refolutions.  England 
received  its  appeals.  No  harfh  laws  were 
palTed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  tejl.  No  tax  was 
impofedfora  /rw/ of  obedience.  Thequeftioii 
of  the  right  remains  to  this  day  open  for 
the  declamation  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Irifti 
or  Englifh  Parliament,  and  is  frequently 
ufed  with  great  innocence,  as  the  intereft  or 
whim  of  the  orator  on  either  fide  diredts  him* 

In  Ireland  it  was  not  only  in  votes  and 
refolutions  of  Parliament,  that  the  authority 
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.of  Great  Britain  has  met  with  oppofition. 
The  reiiftance  to  the  trade  laws  by  tumuhuous 
violence,  has  been  frequent  and  often  fiie*. 
cefsful.  Wool  was  and  is  carried  off  in  great 
quantities ;  and  great  mobs  have  frequently 
deftroyed  imported  goods  in  one  of  the 
principal  cities  of  that  kingdom  ;  while  other 
mobs  intimidated  officers  from  preventing  an 
export  of  prohibited  manufadures  in  the 
other.  It  is  not  long  fince  the  exportation  of 
live  cattle  to  England  was  prevented  by 
violence  ;  a  violence  at  which  the  Magiftrates 
of  Ireland  thought  proper  to  wink.  Parlia- 
ment thought  proper  to  wink  in  its  turn,  at 
that  violence  and  that  negled:. 

But  if  Parliament,  on  hearing  of  thefe 
diforders,  had  directed  the  -fending  Irifh 
ports  to  be  blocked  up,  until  ib .  King  fhould 
think  proper  to  open  them :  If,  on  the  negled: 
of  Magiftrates  (full  as  chargeable  on  Ireland 
as  America)  an  AA  of  Parliament  had 
Violently  fubverted  the  corporate  rights  of 
their  cities  :  If,  on  the  votes  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament,  derogatory  to  the  authority  of 
the  fupreme  legillature,  they  had  violently 
changed  the  conftitution  of  the  fecondary 
Parliament:  If  they  had  refufed  all  peace  to 
Ireland,  until  the  baniflied  Judges  had  re- 
alTumed  their  fundion,  and  until  full  com- 
penfation  was  made  to  them  for  their  lofles,— . 
there  is  no  doubt  that  war  alone  would  have 
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fettled  OUT  controverfy  with  Ireland,  fts  it 
mud,  i^we  perfevere  in  the  prcfent  meafure, 
fettle  our  controverfy  with  America. 

To  this  hour  the  degree  of  fubordination 
which  Ireland  owns,  is  altogether  unaf- 
certained.  Minifters  complain  that  America* 
in  denying  our  right  to  tax,  has  not  ftatedi 
clearly  the  fubmiilion  which  fhe  admits  to  be 
due  to  the  authority  of  Parliament.  But  has 
Ireland  ever  recognized  half  fo  much  as 
America  does  in  her  letter  to  the  people  of 
England  ?  Is  it  true,  that  in  the  mean  time 
(he  is  quiet^  dutiful,  and  obedient;  and  (he 
i&  fo,  becaufe  this  recognition  never  was 
required?  Her  late  moil  extraordinary  com- 
|>kifanceto  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  and  to  the 
Vice  Tre£^furers,  thofe  profitable  fervants  of 
the  public,  (hews  that,  in  fpite  of  Ker 
Journals,  and  the  petulance  of  her  progenitors> 
ihe  c^n  prove  as  fubfervient  as  can  be  wiflied 
to  the  convenience  of  adminiftration. 

[Charles  Jenkinfon,  Efq.  Henry  Flood, 
Eifq.  Lord  Glare,  and  Welbore  Ellis,  Efq. 
by  a  late  vote  of  the  Irifli  Parliament,  have 
35Cfol.  a-year  each,  over  and  above  their 
expences.     The  firft  for  life.] 

Ireland  gives  largely  to  all  public  fervices ; 
and  what  is  infinitely  more  important,  to  all 
private  jobbs. — Why?  Becaufe  it  is  ftie  that 
gives,  and  not  we  that /^/^, 

Adminiftratic^  ha«  lately  fw^iftied  a  fignal 
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proof  of  their  own  opinion  of  the  wifdom* 
of  enforcing  all  the  rights  of  the  fupreme 
legiflature.     It  was  but  the  other  day  (the 
beginning  of  this   feflion)  that  government 
applied   to  the  Irilh  Parliament  for  liberal 
grants,  in  order  to  fupply  very   large  defi- 
ciencies.     One   would    fuppofe,    from   the 
dodlrines  of  Lord  Mansfield  and  his  colleagues, 
concerning  America,  that  the  Minifter  in  the 
Irifli  Houfeof  Commons,  in  order  to  fucceed, 
muft  have  opened  his  Budget  by  an   high 
^ffertion  of  the  rights  of  the  Englifh  Parliament 
to  tax  Ireland ;  and  that  he  had  concluded  by 
defiring  them,  on  the  plan  of  Lord  North's 
Conciliatory  motion,  to  furnifhifuch  a  contingent 
to  the  fjpport  of  empire  as  Parliament  here 
fhould  thirik  proper.   The  proceeding  of  that 
fuccefsful    Minifter   was  the  direct  reverie. 
Inftead  of  getting  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  acknowledge  this  right,  he  himfelf'm  eifedl 
difclaimed   it.      He  even  denied,    that  the 
Englifh  Miniflry  ever  had  afferted  it ;  and  he 
defcribed  the  fpeeches  on  that  fubje(ft  in  the 
Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  (though  made  by 
men  in  thegreatefl  offices)  '*  as  nothing  more 
**  than  the    rafh   language  of   inconfiderate 
"  individuals."       (Mr.    Rigby    and     Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinfon.)      Having  very   wifely 
difclaimed    authority,     the     Irifh     Minifler 
fucceeded  by  intreaty.     If  he  had  held  the 
language   there,    which   Englifh   Miniflers 
VOL.  HI,  M  held 
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held  to  the  Englifli  Colonies,  the  Parliament 
ef  that  kingdom  would  hardly  have  beeri 
perfuaded  to  lend  their  troops  in  order  to 
fubdue  Ir^-iand  in  America.  The  only 
dependent  part  of  the  empire  Vv  Inch  is  at 
peace,  is  at  peace  by  Miiiiftry '^^  aifclaimhig^ 
not  hy  enforc'mg  our  right. — The  only  revenue 
which  is  obtiiined,  is  obtained  where  the 
power  of  impctingis  renounced.  So  different ,f 
lo  very  different.,  is  unfubflantial  theory  froni 
found  practice  ! 

I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  fliewn,  that  the? 
cpptvltion  to  the  extent  of  parliamentary 
pots?  ers  has  not  been  confined  to  America.  I 
mti^lhev/n,  that  the  denial  in  Ireland  was  of 

larger  extent  than  that  in  America  >  and 
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therefore  a  denial  of  a  kfs  extent  (confined  ta 
the  right  to  tax)  could  be  no  proof  of  a  formed 
defigivof  independency,  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonies,  if  denial  in  a  larger  extent  cannpt 
convid  Ireland  of  the  fame  offence.  I  have 
0iewn  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  never 
made  any  formal  acknowledgment  of  the 
power  of  this  legiHature  to  bind  that  kingdom  % 
that  the  power  of  England  there  arofe  fronx 
our  not  pufhing  every  point ;  and  that  the 
afltonifhing  obfequioufnefs  of  Ireland  at  thi& 
hour,  is  owing  to  our  not  having  made  ufe  of 
any  one  of  thole  methods  of  aflerting  authority, 
which  have  been  recommended  and  ufed  ia 

America. 
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America.  All  this  forms  at  leaft  a  prefumption 
againft  the  utility  of  fuch  methods. 

I  hope  indulgence  a  little  longer  in  this 
humble  plea  to  Lord  Mansfield  j  on  the  trial 
of  America,  for  mifprijion  of  independence. 
If  in  the  end  (what  I  will  not  imagine)  the 
Judge  fhould  give  a  harfli  charge,  the  Jury  of 
the  public  may  poffibly  prove  as  refradory  to 
the  authority  of  Lord  Mansfield,  as  the  Houft^ 
of  Peers  has  been  on  a  late  occafion ;  and 
though  he  direds  them  to  convi(5t,  they  may 
ftill  with  fome  remains  of  En^jljfli  firmnefs* 
bring  in  the  prifoner  Not  Guilty. 

VALENS. 


(by  the  same.) 

ntirfday^  Nov,  a,   1776. 

IT  feems  to  be  in  the  natural  courfe  of 
things,  that  men  are  very  rarely  brought  to  a 
fenfe  of  guilt  or  folly,  but  through  the  medium 
of  fuffering.  We  are  obliged  to  the  Miniftry 
fbr  having  placed  Us  in  this  fchool  of  whole* 
feme  difcipline. 

The  mifcondu6t  of  the  prefent  war  will  by 
degrees  lead  the  nation  into  a  difpofition  to 
enquire  into  the  juftice  of  it.  Never  was  a 
war  more  open  to  an  impartial  examination  of 
its  merits.  No  Glare  of  falfe  glory  in  the 
execution  of  our  American  meafures,  has 
hidden  th«  defe<fts,  or  gilded  over  the  errors 
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of  the  original  plan.  We  have  only  to  pray, 
that  our  inftru<Sion  may  not  come  too  late  for 
our  amendment. 

I  cannot"  eafily  quit  the  opinion,  that 
however  bitterly  we  may  quarrel,  there  is 
flill  fuch  a  bottom  of  goodnature,  generofity, 
and  good  fenfe,  both  in  the  European  and 
American  part  of  the  Englifli  nation,  as 
will  at  length  incline  the  one  to  hold  out 
unequivocal,  folid,  bonefi  terms  of  accom- 
modation, and  induce  the  other  to  meet  thofe 
terms  (though  late  and  ungracious  in  the 
offer)  with  a  cordial  and  dutiful  acquiefcence. 

**  The  Americans  are  at  war,"  (fays  Lord 
Mansfield,  the  great  aflertor  of  the  plan  of 
hoftility)  **  they  are  adting  on  the  tffenjive-^ 

*  *  whether  we  were  right  or  wrongs  we  muft 

•  *  proceed— we  muft  add  violence  to  violence, 
**  rigour  to  rigour — we  are  not  to  difcriminate 
•*  the  innocent  from  the  guilty— if  we  do  not 
**  kill  them,  they  will  kill  us." 

It  is  really  Angular  that  a  man  in  the  cool 
decline  of  life,  bred  through  the  whole  couffe 
of  it  in  a  profeffion  of  peace,  a  Civil 
Magiftrate,  a  Judge,  covered  to  the  chin 
with  judicial  purple,  and  bloodlefs  unfpotted 
ermins,  (hould  be  diftinguifhed  above  all 
others,  for  a  chara<5ter  of  hazard  and  defpe- 
ratenefs  in  his  counfels.  Lord  Mansfield's 
politics  always  ftand  upon  a  precipv*e.  When 
he  a(5ted  with  others,  in  advifing  the  late 
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coercive  meafures,  he  alone  was  under  no 
delufion.  His  eyes  were  broad  open  to  the 
confequences.  Knowing  that  thofe  meafures 
led  inevitably  to  Civil  War,  he  ufed  the  fatal 
expreflion  and  aufpice  of  Caefar,  when  he 
flood  on  the  execrated  brink  of  that  ftream, 
the  croffing  of  which  brought  ruin  on  his 
country.  He  told  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 
plain  words,  that  **  they  had  now  pafled  the 
**  Rubicon."  This  Year  he  exhorts  them  to 
pufh  on  that  Civil  War,  in  a  manner  fcarcely 
different  from  the  precedent  of  Caefar's 
Tpeech  before  the  battle  of  Pharfalia.  But 
we  are  not  yet  hardened  by  this  inflammatory 
eloquence  into  fuch  black  and  decided  enmity, 
as  to  unfit  us  for  a  temperate  examination  of 
his  caufe  and  arguments.  **  Kill  them,  or 
♦*  they  will  kill  us !  "-r-Alas !  my  good  Lord, 
Englilhmen  cannot  chearfully  accept  this 
alternative,  which  you  are  fo  good  to  offer, 
until  we  are  thoroughly  convinced,  that  to 
kill  them  is  not  mortally  to  wound  ourfelves. 
This  military  adage,  **  Kill  them,  or  they 
•*  will  kill  us,"  is  as  proper  in  the  field  of 
battle,  as  it  is  mifplaced  and  dangerous  in 
council.  When  men  have  the  bayonet  to 
each  other's  breaft,  there  is  no  time  for 
reafoning.  But  men  deliberating  at  their 
eafe,  are  not  iifthat  defperate  fituation.  It  is 
not  therefore  neceffary  that  they  fhould  be 
animated  with  thefe  defperate  fentiments. 
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The  bufinefs  of  fhe  btatefman,  and  that  of 
the  General,  ought  never  to  be  confounded. 
It  is  the  P.cvince  of  the  latter  to  confider 
only  h  \\  VVTr  is  to  be  maJe.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  forn\ei  Ibmetimes  to  confider  how  war  is 
to  be  ended.  Reconciliation,  treaty,  nego- 
ciation,  and  cpnceflion  enter  into  the  plan  of 
the  Statefman,  tho^^^  : '^t  in  the  operations 
of  the  General.  If  Lord  Mansfield *s  fen- 
timents  fliould  prevail  as  maxims  of  policy, 
it  would  follow,  that  when  men,  upon 
whatever  grounds,  are  driven  to  draw  their 
f words,  there  muft  be  no  peace  until  one 
party  or  the  other  is  exterminated. 

That  learned  Lord  refls  much  on  th« 
ojf'enjive  war  undertaivcn  by  the  Americans, 
in  (what  is  called)  the  Invafion  of  Tanada. 
This  he  adduces  as  a  proof  of  their  defign  of 
independency.  If  war  had  been  as  mn^h 
Lord  Mansfield's  fhidy,  as  it  feems  to  be  his 
inclination,  he  mu ft  have  | '^rceived,  that  it 
never  was,  nor  ever  could  he  confined  to 
Arid:  defence.  ^  he  very  idea  is  full  of 
abfurd  y.  Wher.  war  is  once  begun,  the 
manner  of  conducting  it,  will  be  fuch  as 
bids  th.:  faiieft  fov  fuccef  It  concludes 
nothing  concerning  the  original  motivt  for 
hoftility,  nor  concciiiing  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of      ak'   g  peace. 

Thefe  Thin^o  f1  i  upon  gi  Hinds  to^\\\y 
different;  the   cleiire  of  ixidepc  r'lency,  like 
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cv«ry  other  moiivc  to  war,  muft  be  judged  of 
by  the  proceedings  to  that  event. 

For  inftance,  I  can  conceive  a  cafe  in 
which  Scotland  might  take  up  arms  :  Scotland 
might  defend  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Union, 
even  again  ft  the  unhmitable  authority  of 
Parliament,  which  that  treaty,  by  **  a  pre- 
**  pofterous  parade  of  civil  arrangements," 
certainly  does  affeB  to  limit.  I  can  conceive 
in  argument,  that  ads  of  parliament  might 
pafs  to  exclude  the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland 
from  their  feats  in  the  Houfeof  Lords — or  to 
alter  the  prt.^nt  happy  eftablifhment  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland— or  to  change  her  laws 
for  thofe  of  England — or  on  the  plea  of  her 
increafe  of  trade  and  wealth,  to  raife  the 
proportion  of  their  land-tax.  I  can  conceive 
too  the  pojjibility^  that  many  Murray s,  many 
Humes,  many  Campbells,  many  Stuarts, 
many  Wedderburnes,  many  Dundafles,  and 
many  Elliotts,  might  take  up  arms  in  favour 
ot  th'^fe  limitations  of  the  power  of  Par- 
liaTient,  which  the  ad  of  Union  affdh  to 
eftablifh ;  and  not  contenting  themfelves 
with  defending  Sterlings  and  blocking  up 
Edinburgh,  they  might  ente  I^/nwhnd^  and 
lay  fiege  to  rwick,  or  penetrate  t  ^ewcaJiIe• 
But  I  flioul  i  not  there -bre  infer,  that  our^ 
Nortl  jrn  Kinfmen,  who  thus  took  up  arms, 
were  ainrnng  ^t  an  indepei.  'ency^  which  would, 
deprive  fo  many  of  them  of  the  well-earned 
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emoluments,   which  are  the  confequence  of 
their  connexion  with  England. 

If  fuch  a  cafe  were  to  happen,  I  venture  to 
affure  Lord  Mansfield,  that  I,  and  many 
Englifhmcn  of  far  other  confequence,  would 
hear  hin^  plead  in  favour  of  peace,  and  for 
/ho/e  rebels  in  1776,  with  as  much  appro-, 
bation,  as  we  felt  when  he  pleaded  for  juftice 
againft  ot^er  rebels  in  1746.  If  any  Lord, 
heated  with  fadion,  or  intoxicated  with 
Court  favour,  fhould  then  tell  him  in  debate, 
that  Englifhmen  were  not  to  look  at  the  juftice 
of  the  caufe — that  we  muft  not  diftinguifli 
the  innocent  from  the  guilty-— that  his  coun- 
trymen had  aded  on  the  offenfive — that  if 

we  did  aot  kill  them,  they  would  kill  us  ! 1 

we  might  pardon  fuch  a  Lord  his  prejudice, 
from  our  indulgence  to  his  zeal;  but  we  could 
never  be  brought  to  approve  of  his  temper, 
or  to  adopt  his  opinions. 

If  another  Lord,  at  the  e^pence  of  his 
candour  and  judgment,  fliould  chufe  to 
difjplay  his  knowledge  in  hjftory,  and  re- 
capitulate all  the  ravages  of  the  Scotch  from 
the  earlieft  times  ;  their  natural  adherence  to 
our  natural  enemy,  France ;  their  fierce 
ftruggles  for  independency,  notwithftanding 
the  well-proved  rights  of  our  ancient  Kings — 
If  a  third  (for  fuch  a  load  of  calumny  v^^uuld 
be  top  great  for  the  Ihoulders  of  any  two 
ordinary  orators)  (hould  carry  down  the  ftory 
^  tq 
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to  the  prefent  day;  if  he  fhould  flate  the 
defign  of  a  feparate  fettlement  of  their  crown 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  from  which  their 
Chiefs  were  brought  off  with  fo  much 
difficulty,  and  at  fo  great  an  expence  ;  if  this 
odious  remembrancer  (hould  then  revive  the 
memory  of  the  two  rebelhons  fince  the  ad:  of 
Union,  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  that 
union,  all  this  might  found  plaufible  to  fome 
prejudiced  ears  j  but  I  think  in  well-difpofed 
minds,  it  would  excite  the  ftrongeil  indio-, 
nation.  I  fhould  rejoice  to  hear  the  thunder 
of  that  eloquence  which  .Lord  Mansfield 
would  certainly  hurl  at  the  unfeeling  fophiflry 
of  this  unjufl,  invidious,  and  plaufible  kind 
of  argument  againft  peace.  He  would  liave 
the  hearts  and  applaufes  of  all  true  Englifh- 
men.  True  Englifhmen  would  not  fear  that 
Scotland  would  be  made  ungovernable  by 
our  lenity ;  they  would  readily  trufl  to  the 
fraternal  affe^ition  of  our  Scotch  brethren  for  a 
refloration  of  lafting  peace  ;  and  with  it,  the 
rich  Commerce  of  that  country,  and  the 
fervice  and  fociety  of  thofe  few  of  its  natives, 
who  might  not  think  fit  to  repafs  the  Tweed, 
to  enjoy  at  home  the  fweets  of  that  liberty 
which  their  valour  had  purchafed  for  their 
country.  ■       ^         ■ 

■  In  this  manner  I  fhould  reafon  en  a  Scotch 
rebellion  grov  ing  from  fuch  a  principle. 
I  mean  a  rebellion  ior  prefer ving  them  felves 
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in  a  ftate  of  freedom ;  not  a  rebellion  Tot  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  themfelves  and  us  to  a 
pommon  flavery.  I  cannot  avoid  applying 
the  fame  reafonings  to  America.  I  would 
endeavour  to  make  peace  with  both  on  the 
avowed  ground  of  the  war  ;  and  I  perfuadc 
myfelf,  that  whatever  the  language  of  a 
few  North-Britons  about  the  Court,  or 
cxpe<5ling  to  get  about  the  Court,  may  be, 
the  body  of  the  Scotch  nation  think  and 
Sij-gue  as  I  do. 

I  have  no  right  to  endeavour  at  difcover-* 
ing  by  divination  the  fecret  motives  of  any 
man's  condudj  whilft  the  oftenfible  are  fuch 
as  may  fairly  influence  an  honeft  and  a  rea- 
fonable  man.     To  fupport  in  argument,  that 
independency  was    the   original   objed    of 
American   reififtance,    we   muft  aflume,    or 
prove,  that  they  had  no  colourable  complaint 
©r  grievance.     Lord  Mansfield  has  too  much 
honour  and  good  fenfe  to  aflert,  that  ther«? 
was  nothing  colourable  or  plaulible  in  their 
objed:ion  to  their  being  taxed,  in  their  cir-^ 
cumilances  and  fituation,  without  their  con- 
fent.     The  prac^lice   on  our  fide  may,  for 
aught  I  know,   be  reconciled   to  principles 
of  flrid:  formal  Uw ;  but  we  all  know   it 
can  never   be  reconciled   to  any   principles 
of  liberty^     The  qucflion  is  then,   whether 
an  attempt  \.o  govern  them  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  could  be   a  real  caufe 
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of  quarrel,  or  was  fo  idle  and  frivolous,  as 
to  oblige  us  to  fearch  for  fome  other  ground 
pf  their  conduct. 

Whatever  the  firfl  caufe  was,  or  whatever 
diforders  arofe  from  it,  the  Americans  did 
not  go  to  extremities  upon  that.  It  is  fome 
proof  of  their  not  having  premeditated  a 
fcheme  of  independency,  that  they  waited 
for  feveral  other  grievances  before  they 
took  up  arms. 

Bofton  loft  its  port,  and  the  Colony  of 
MafTachufett's  Bay  forfeited  its  charter — 
juftly  fays  Lord  Mansfield,  but  certainly 
without  charge,  evidence  or  bewaring.  Men 
confider  the  right  qf  being  heard,  as  of  fome 
import  in  juftice ;  if  it  be  not,  Lord  Mans- 
field's office  muft  becom#a  finecure.  Among 
other  human  frailties,  men  have  a  natural 
love  for  their  local  conftitutions  and  parti-* 
cular  privileges.  We  muft  ailow  that  (how- 
<rver  merited)  the  lofs  of  a  favourite  form 
of  Government  will  be  confidered  and  felt 
as  a  very  great  hardfliip.  Nations  have 
thought  an  arbitrary  and  compulfory  change, 
even  of  habits,  to  be  giievous.  A  form  of 
government  changed,  is  a  matter  of  fome- 
what  more  confequence  than  the  compulfory 
deprivation  of  a  flapped  hat  at  Madrid,  or 
being  ftripped  of  the  plaid,  and  forced  into 
breeches  in  the  Highlands. — [The  reader 
fieed  fcarce  be  told,  that  m  the  year  1766 
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the  attempt  to  oblige  the  Spaniards  by  force 
to  leave  off  a  flouched  hat  that  was  in  iife 
among  them,  created  fuch  a  difturbance 
among  the  people  of  Madrid,  as  obliged  the 
King  to  fly  from  his  capital,  and  made  it 
necelTary  for  him  to  fend  his  favourite  out 
of  the  kingdom,  who  has  never  returned 
fmce.  Much  lefs  do  we  fuppofe  it  necelTary 
to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  permiffion  of 
quitting  his  breeches,  and  refuming  his  plaid, 
is  at  this  moment  held  out  as  a  bribe  to  allure 
the  Highlanders  into  the  new  levies  againfl: 
America.] 

I'he  bringing  the  perfons  of  the  Americans 
to  trial  in  England,   by  a  revival  and  exten- 
fion  of  a  ftatute  of  Henry  the  Vlllth ;  and 
th€   fending    them*  by    an   original   a<5t    of 
George  the   Hid.  to  England,  to  look   for 
juftice    on    any    foldier    or    Cuftom-Houfe 
Officer  who  fhould  commit  murder  on  their 
relation ,-r-thefe  have  alfo  fomething  of  the 
air  of  a  grievance.     I   (hall  fay  nothing  of 
the  Ad  for  preventing  their  fifhery,  or  of 
that  for  prohibiting  all    intercourfe  between 
Colony  and  Colony, t— all  thefe   have  furely 
fo  much  the  air  of  hardfhips    (I   mean  to 
thofe  who  fuffer  under  them)    that  I  fhould 
be  much    lefs  furprifed  to  find  a  people  at 
length  provoked    to  independency  by   fuch  * 
ads,   than    I  am  to  hear  them   accufed  of 
originally  fcheming   that  independency  be, 

cauft 


1  ;< 


APPEl«fDIX.  173 

caufe  they  refifled  them.  Men  are  not 
always  ready  to  humble  themfelves  even 
before  their  Creator,  and  to  acknowledge 
his  punifhments  for  tokens  of  loving-kind- 
nefs.  With  men  they  are  more  inclined  to 
difpute ;  and  the  arguments  -which  perfed:ly 
fatisfy  thofe  who  are  in  hafte  to  inflift 
punifliment,  are  not  quite  fo  convincing  to 
thofe  who  are  to  fufFer  it. 

All  thofe  laws  (which  look  fevere  even  in 
cold  reading)  preceded  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities,  ofFenfive  or  defenfive.  It  is 
not  true,  that  a  defire  of  free  fubjedlion  is 
in  nature  the  fame  thing  with  a  fcheme  of 
independence;  and  we'  may  fuppofe  men 
earned  to  preferve  privileges,  without  re- 
jedting  government. 

The  Colonies,  like  others  who  have 
engaged  in  wars  with  their  Sovereign,  had 
therefore  ^heir  grievance.  But  there  the  like- 
nefs  flops  j  for  there  are  perhaps  no  inftances 
on  record  of  a  people  in  fuch  a  lituation,  who 
have  perfevered  with  fuch  a  pertinacious 
humility,  in  repeating  their  fupplications 
for  redrefs.  There  are  few  or  no  inftances 
of  rnen  in  arms  an;ainfl:  the  ordinary  authority, 
who  have  fo  long  confined  their  applications 
folely  to  their  own  fovereign.  Scarce  any, 
where  they  have  religioully  avoided  all 
caballing  and  tampering  with  foreign  Powers. 
None  where  they  have  fo  nobly  paid  their 
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debts  to  the  ccrmmerce  of  that  power,  With 
which  they  were  at  war.     Whatever  powef 
we  have  of  fubfifting  without  them,  or  of 
adling  againfl:  them,   is  owing  in   a  great 
tneafure  to  their  defire  of  avoiding  a  final 
rupture  with  us.     Men  aiming  at  indepen- 
dency could  never  have  adled  in  this  manner. 
Why,    in  common  fenfe,   fhould   we  be 
more   irritated    againft   the    Colonift    than 
againfl  other  nations  ?  or  why  fhould  we  ufe 
other  rules  to  prevent  pacification,  than  we 
ufe  towards  a  foreign  power  ?     I  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  whether  this  mode  of  reafoning 
concerning   old   delinquency,  or  modern  ill 
defign,   was   adopted  at   the   late  treaty  of 
Paris?      Did   the  late   Duke   of  Bedford's 
inflrudions  oblige  him  to   a   difcuflion  of 
the  motives  of  France  and  Spain  for  half  a 
century  back  ?     I  don't  find  that  our  Court 
has    received  any  fatisfadlion  on  that  head* 
If    the    zeal    and    indufliy    of    Sir  John 
Dalrymple,  or  Mr.  Macpherfon  have  made 
any  difcovery  in  this  carious  mode  of  nego- 
ciation,   thty  will  favour   the   world   with 
a  new  quarto  volume  for  the  information  of 
future  ftatefmen.     In  the  mean  time,  I  mufl 
think,  that  I  do  juflice  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford  (a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  good  practical 
man  of  bufinef  s)  in  fuppofing  that  he  troubled 
hiinfelf  with  no  idle  enquiries  that   could 
obllrud  the  work  of  pacification.     I  do  not 
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near  that  Lord  Mansfield  has  ever  accufed 
that  Duke  of  a  negle(5l  of  duty. 

But  we  muft  not  treat  with  Rebels! 
What  hiftory  is  it  that  fupplies  us  with 
this  maxim?  Lord  Mansfield  will  allow, 
that  the  war  againft  Charles  the  Firfi:  was 
a  rebellion;  Lord  Clarendon,  I  believe,  .(lilea 

it  by  pre-eminence  the  greaf  rebellion, 

does  thf*  hiftory  of  that  time  fupply  us  with 
^o  treaty  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  the 
people  in  arms  againft  him  ?  Go  to  earlier 
times.  How  was  the  conteft  between 
Stephen  and  Henry?  Stephen  was  con- 
iidered  as  an  ufurper,  and  perhaps  he  was 
fo.  He  treated  Henry  *s  partizans  as  rebels  ; 
but  thefe  harfh  names  of  Rebel  and  Ufurper 
never  prevented  negociation.  Treaty  and 
battle  went  on,  as  it  were,  hand  in  hand  j 
and  at  laft  the  conteft  ended  in  a  compromife. 

The  fhort  and  violent  rebellion  of  Wat 
Tyler,  fhort  as  it  was,  yet  afforded  time 
for  treating,  and  that  too  by  the  King  in 
perfon.  Does  the  Scotch  hiftory  fupply  no 
inftances  of  treaties  between  the  rebellious 
Lords  and  their  Kings?  All  hiftories  are 
full  of  them.  Government  often  finds  it 
fafer  to  treat  with  her  fubjed:s,  and  to 
yield  too,  than  to  rifk  the  uncertain  event 
of  arms. 

Put  m  all  wars  foreign  or  civil,  in  all 
difputcs  public  or  private,  it  is  utterly  im- 
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pofTible  to  terminate  a  controveify  while  one 
of  the  litigant  parties  chufes  to  afTume  a 
fort  of  fiipernatural  talent  of  difcovering 
the  motives  of  men's  anions ;  and  loftily 
tells  his  adverfary,  ♦*  I  don*t  value  your 
*'  offers  and  profeff.ons.  I  know  you  mean 
«*  what  you  don*t  fay ;  and  I  will  not  treat 
•*  with  you  on  the  avowed  and  apparent 
•*  caufe  of  the  quarrel,  until  my  curiofity  is 
**  fatisfied  upon  the  ground  of  a  fufpicion 
•*  which  I  am  refolved  to  entertain.**  I  am 
perfuaded  that  this  learned  Lord  would  not 
argue  fo  inconclufively,  or  wade  his  breath 
upon  a  point  not  jn  ilTue,  if  the  real  objedt 
of  Miniftry  was  to  terminate  the  difpute. 
What  his  Lord(liip*s  objedl  is,  I  who  take 
the  liberty  of  complaining  of  his  faculty  of 
divination,  and  who  am,  by  no  means,  pro- 
vided with  the  endlefs  line  of  his  fagacity 
in  fathoming  the  motives  of  men,  do  not 
at  all  know, — and  certainly  dare  not  guefs. 
But  the  effett  of  the  condud  of  his  friends 
in  pertinacioully  continuing  and  weakly 
conducting  a  war  without  an  obje<ft,  will 
inevitably  operate  to  the  difmemberment 
of  the  Britifh  Empire. 

.     VALENS. 
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ExiraSi  from  a  Letter  to  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  on  the  Seizure  of  Papers.  Dated 
May  19,  1763. 

X  SHALL  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my 
thoughts  upon  that  great  article  of  seizing 
Papers,  which,  I  own,  flrikes  me  in  a 
very  ftrong  light. 

Ba'l  will  deliver  every  man  from  impri- 
fonment  before  convi<5lion,  for  any  offence, 
not  capital.  An  illegal  commitment  may 
be  corre(5ted  by  the  fummary  interpofitioa 
of  the  king's  courts;  and  even  perfonal 
reft  rain  t,  at  the  worft,  can  only  to  any 
great  degree  affed  the  fingle  perfon  who 
fuffers  it.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  a  Habeas 
Cor^v:  ^.0  redeem  papers  from  captivity. 
Commlilions  of  gaol  delivery  do  not  extend 
to  them,  nor  caji  they  petition  for  trial,  in 
order  to  force  their  liberty.  It  is  not  He 
only  whofe  papei  ^  ^.it  {q\z^^^  who  is  diftreffed 
by  it,  but  every  pe  il>n  in  the  leaft  conneded 
with  him,  may  by  the  moft  accidental  cir- 
cumflances  imaginable  be  involved  in  the 
confequences.  Thefe  go  to  the  friend  and 
the  friend's  friend,  and,  in  ihort,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  fay  what  may  be  the  extent  of 
their  influence. 

I  doubt  not  but  there  is  fome  legal  method 
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of  recovering  papers,  as  well  as  any  other 
goods,  which  are  unlawfully  detained  froirt 
the  right  owner;  but  I  am  fure  the  remedy 
muft,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be  very 
inefFedlual,  if  it  was  lefs  tedious  and  trouble- 
fome,  than  I  dare  fay  it.  is,  as  well  as  all 
other  proceedings  at  law.  The  mifchief 
and  damages  occafioned  by  the  feizure  of 
papers  muft  in  every  cafe  be  very  great,  in 
many  infinite,  and  irreparable;  fuch  as  no 
confideration,  no  reftitution  can  compenfate, 
no  fatisfa(ftion  indemnify. 

Papers  relate  to  the  affairs  of  bufinefs 
and  property;  the  advantages,  title,  and 
fecurity  of  which  depend  upon  them ;  but 
that  is  not  all.  Every  man,  who  has  papers, 
has  his  fecret  and  confidential  correfpon- 
dences ;  his  private  ftudies,  refearches,  and 
purfuits,  whether  of  profit,  entertainment, 
or  improvement.  His  papers  contain  all 
thefe.  The  merchant  has  his  fecrets  of 
trade;  the  philofopher  his  difcoveries  in 
fcience.  Every  accurate  man  has  the  im- 
penetrable fecret  of  his  circumflances ;  the 
Itate  of  his  affairs.  Many  have  their  Wills, 
fetthtnents,  and  difpofitions  of  their  eflates, 
fealed  up  in  filence,  not  to  be  broke,  but 
with  their  own  heart-llrings.  Thefe  are 
to  be  found  among  their  papers,  A  man's 
riches  may  be  there  in  things  known  to 
none   but   himfelf;    and  his   poverty   may 
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front  theiace  only  appear,  the  tmfeafonabl^ 
difcovery  of  which  may  involve  him  in 
irreparable  ruin.  Papers  are  the  depofitories 
of  our  f:.  une;  the  truftees  of  our  credit^ 
charadter,  and  repuation ;  the  fecretaLies  of 
our  pleafures.  They  are  our  clofeft  confi- 
dents; the  m^ft  intimate  companions  of 
our  bofom  \  and,  next  to  the  recelTes  of  our 
own  brqafts,  they  are  the  moft  hidden  repo- 
fxtory  we  can  have.  Our  honour  and  fame, 
our  eftates,  our  amufements,  our  enjoyments, 
our  friendfhips,  are^  and  even  our  vices  may 
be,  there :  things  that  men  truft  none  with, 
but  themfelves  j  things  Upon  which  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  families,  the  love  and 
union  of  relations,  the  prefervation  and  value 
pf  friends,  depend.  Secrets  that  may  coft 
a  man  his  life  j  fecrets  (of  which  there  are 
many)  that  tho'  they  can  neither  affed:  life 
nor  liberty,  yet  fome  men  would  rather  ^ie 
than  have  difcovered  ;  the  revealing  of  which 
may  render  life  in  f up  portable,  may  diffolve 
every  tie  of  nature,  loofen  every  bond,  of 
fociety,  and  put  an  utter  end  to  the  comfort 
of  exiftence. 

It  is  for  thefe  reafons,  that  wife  men  not 
only  keep  their  papers  with  the  greateft 
care,  but  at  convenient  feafons  purge  their 
repofitories,  and  deflroy  thofe  that  ought  not 
to  be  preferved,  after  the  immediate  purpofes 
of  ^hera  are  anf vvered .     They  have  above  all , 
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a  fpecial  care  into  whofe  hands  their  fecref 
papers  fliall  come,  after  they  are  dead  ;  a 
precaution  that  every  man  owes  lOt  only  to 
himfelf,  but  to  his  family  and  frieiids,  erhaps 
to  his  country. 

But  wiiat  need  is  there  to  enlarge  upon 
fuch  a  topick  ?  Every  man's  own  mind  will 
reprefent  the  thing  to  him  in  a  ftronger  hght, 
than  any  language  can  convey.  Let  any 
perfon,  the  moft  private  and  the  leaH  em- 
ployed,  or  concerned,  in  bufinefs,  ftudy,  or 
torrefpondence,  paufe  only  a  mon^ent,  and 
confider  if  he  would  choofe  to  have  his 
clofet  ranfacked,  his  moft  private  repofuori< 
rifled,  his  papers  Carried  he  knows  not  where, 
and  expofed  to  he  knows  not  whom.  I  et 
him  like  wife  reflet,  that  in  this  matter  every 
man  is  dependent  upon  -nother,  in  a  fingulari 
but  unavoidable  manner,  to  an  unfpeakable, 
hut  iKKxtrieable  degree  }  and  that  every  perfon 
may  m  a  great  meafure,  or  to  an  equal  effect, 
fufFer  the  fame  inconveniencies  from  the  mis- 
fortunes happening  to  his  friend,  as  if  it  had 
befallen  himfelf:  fo  that  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  a  man's  conneiflions,  and  corref^ 
fondence,  is  he  expofed  to  this  hardfliip, 
'and  to  all  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  it. 

The  moft  fuperficial  thought  upon  thefe 
things  will  fuperfede  the  ufe  of  any  argument 
toconvincemankindoftheimportantmifthiefs 
«^ttejidaii^  on  a  Seizure  of  Papers,  or  to 
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fatijfy  th  •^,  that  perfonr  jorty  itfelf  is 
no^  an  objedt  of  greater  c  icern  than  the 
fecurity  of  repofitories  is  to  moft  men. 

Is  it  not  then  abundantly  provided  for  ?  It 
IS  to  De  hoped,  thai  it  is  by  the  law  of  the 
land ;  but  it  would  feem  the  pref cnt  pra<ftice 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State's  Office  pays  no 
regard  at  all  to  it ;  if  what  h  been  publifhed 
to  all  the  world  be  ti  it  has  not  been 

cortradiaedj  on  the  .litrary,  it  is  ac-r 
knowledged. 

The  Parliament,  to  make  private  corref- 
pondence  facred,  has  enaded  that  a  fingle 
^tcr  (hall  not  under  the  higheft  penalties  be 
cr  ened  at  the  Poft-office,  without  an  exprefs 
warrant  in  writing  from  a  Secretary  of  State, 
in  whom  that  particular  power  is  lodged,  as 
one  of  the  firfl:  Miniflers  of  Government. 
What  fhall  we  fay  then,  when  we  hear  that 
a  perfon  (it  is  of  very  little  confequence  who, 
but  it  does  not  leflen  the  importance  of  the 
confideration,  that  he  is  a  Member  of 
Parliament)  has  had  all  his  Papers 
SEIZED,  without  iiiibrmation  upon  Oath, 
by  virtue  of  a  verbal  Order  of  a 
Secretary  of  ^  ate,  whofe  powers  as  a. 
Magiftrate  (in  which  charader  only  he  ads 
in  this  inilance)  are  no  higher  it  feems,  than 
thofe  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace ;  an  Order  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  commanded  to  be 
carried  into  execution  at  Midnight  ,  though 
the  mefTenger  had  either  too  much  humanity 

or 


n 


i 


m 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


A 


/./       -*'-».^ 


./--^ 


/ 


6 


1.0 


1.1 


■^  Uii   12.2 
Z    1^    12.0 


i^g^ 


||||l.25  1 1.4   ||||r^ 

^ 

6"     

► 

PhotDgraphic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


2&  WIST  MAIN  STRKT 

WiaSTIR.N.Y.  MSSO 

(716)S73-^5C3 


4> 


^ 


;\ 


'.*' 

^ 
y-' 


iSa 


APPENDIX. 


or  too  little  confidence  in  his  authority,  to  obey 
that  part  of  the  order ;  or  perhaps  had  a 
greater  value  for  his  life,  than  to  eXpofe  it  in 
fo  mad  an  exploit,  as  a  midnight  entry  into 
a  man's  houfe  without  fo  much  as  the^ 
pretence  of  a  warrant  naming  the  owner. 

The  Papers  have  been  carrisd  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Office  ;  and  there  (as 
your  own  letters-  intimate)  they  have  been 
thoroughly  examined.  The  news  papers 
have  already  publilhed  fome  of  the  privacies 
contained  in  them.  Is  this  Law?  Is  it 
Liberty?  Is  ,  it  Government?  Or  is 
it  Tyranny  and  Oppression?  If  it  is 
Law,  where  is  Liberty?  If  it  is  not 
Law,  where  is  the  Voice  of  Liberty  ? 

But  can  there  be  such  Law^  in  this 
FREE  Country?  One  cannot  furely  read  it 
in  the  Constitution;  and  if  it  is  in  the 
llatute  book,  or  in  the  record  of  any  coiirt  in 
the  kingdom,  it  ought  not  to  remain  a  moment 
longer  capable  of  being  quoted  to  difgrace  the 
BEST  form  of  Government,  and' difquiet 
the  freest  People.  No  Englifhman  till  he 
fees  it  read  or  is  informed  of  it,  can  believe 
that  there  is  fuch  a  law  in  this  Land  op 
Liberty.  Slavery  itfelf  could  hardly 
endure  it.  It  muft  be  the  heaviest 
Bondage,  even  where  there  is  no  Freedom; 

To  explain   the  mifchievous   nature  and 

opprellive  tendency  of  fuch  a  lavy,  if  there 
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were  any  fuch,  is  paft  the  power  of  worch 
To  exaggerate  the  enormity  of-  fuch  prol 
ceedings,  would  be  to  infult  the  loweft 
underftanding  in  thi^  country,  where  the 
Genius  OF  Liberty  reigns.  Such  a^s 
are  little  fhort  of  Sacrilege. 

We  ar?  however  told  by  one  Perfon  in- 
your  office  that  every  ftep  was  taken  by  the 
attorney  ^ndfolicitor general's  advice.     Th  a  t 
cannot  be ;    for  the  moft  ignorant  conftable 
in  Weftmmfter  could  have  inftruded  youi* 
LordOiips   that  a  Verbal   Order  was  a' 
warrant  for    nothing;    and   it  is   incon- 
ceiveable  how    you  yourfelves   could   have 
thougnt  otherwife.      Another  champion  of 
power,  who  calls  himfelf  a  moderate  Whig, 
vindicates  the  whole  proceeding  by  faying 
With  a  perfpfcuity  peculiar  to  his  own  itile, 
**  The  length  of  time  and  feveral  precedent$ 
**  w^;/;7o/conftituteana(ftftriaiy  legal,  wfcich 
?*  may  not  be  literally  fo,  (thefe  are  his  own 

**  «^/«^'?%/^/.?  worix,^  yet  it  will  acquit  thofe 
*'  who  aft  conformable  to  precedents  before 
*•  uncontro verted,  and  believed  to  be  leeal 
?*  from  any  defignof  afting  illegally,  in  the 
**  opinion  of  every  honeft  man/* 

How  there  can  be  a  precedent,  unlefs  ja 
unauthentick  memory,  iox  ?i  verbal  order  is 
not  fo  eafy  to  be  underftood.  This  inftance 
will  make  none  i  for  no  body  doubts  of  the 
jUegaJity   of   it.      Tke  precedents    of    the 
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fecretaiy  ef  fta.e's  office  however,  if  there 

It  they  have  never  been  controverted,  the.1 
It  only  appears  that  they  have  not  y/t  be^ 

feared,  ithas  been  too  much  fragi/i  quarens 

f"ffol>dc.      The   regifter  of  Sir  John 
Fielding's  warrants  deferves  to  carry  4oi« 

Tifate'T"  ffl"  "-»,*«>"''  <>f  'he  fTcr«a^ 
«fflf;  f     °®'*-    J^'^"^  *""  <'e'«  toyow 
aStft      ■   ^Py  ^'  y°"  l^rdlhips,  or 
3t  leaft  your  fucceflbrs,   would  not  hereafter 
Mufe  any  perfon   to  be  apprehended  W 
Warrant  .hat  names  ^o  boby;  which 
Pf  itfelf  .s  an  offence  for  which  a  c3 
JuAce  m  a  former  reign  has  been  impeached 
This    ridiculous  talk    of    prece&eats    i« 
fliockmg  to  the  firft  idea  of  a  free  Go- 
vernment.    They  ought  not  to  be  ^Z 
inentioned.      They'muil  at    the    nlf^ 
J^iBERTY    Ihrink    bapk   into    the   Zmy 

thunder-bolts  only  could  be  forged ,  as 
fre,^res  retreat  to  their  difmal  fliafes  at  the 
Wordsof  atrueexorcifm.  ^ 

There  is  indeed  hardly  any  thing  fo  wicked 

Chamber,  or  the  memorials  of  tyranny    are 
rsfprtfd  to  as  autKiti^s.     Th/grjaf  At! 


APPENDIX.  i8^ 

OERNON  Sydney,  whofe  valuable  blood 
prepared  the  foil  for  receiving  the  feeds  of  the 
CLORiors  Revolution,  was  executed  for 
high  treafon ,-  and  the  overt  acSl  for  v^^hich  he 
died  on  a  profane  fcafFold,  was  that  precious 
Manuscript  found  in  his  clofet,  which 
never  had  been  publilhed,  and  was  not 
completed ;  the  hand  writing  of  which  was 
not  proved,  a  fiftieth  part  of  it  not  produced, 
nor  even  the  tenth  part  of  that  allowed  to  be 
read  at  the  trial. 

But  in  whofe  reign  was  this  cruel  tragedy 
a<aed?  In  the  bloody  reign  of  ^  Stuart^ 
Chaises  the  Second,  an  unhappy  prince,  who 
facrificed  the  lives  of  the  very  people  who 
called  him  from  exile,  to  the  fury  of  his 
4efpotifm,  and  who  fold  the  honour  of  his 
crown  for  a  penfion  to  fupport  his  infamous 
pleafures.r,.;.f^^Who  condemned  the  noble 
Martyr  of  liberty?  That  arch  traitor  of 
his  country,  the  moft  infamous  inftrument 
pf  regal  tyranny,  and  a  very  butcher  of  his 
pwn  fpecies.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Jeffries 
pf  rotten  Memory. 

Look  to  the  reigns  of  a  glorious  Wi  l  l  i  am  ^ 
who  nobly  refcued  and  happily  reftored,  and 
pf  tlfe  ILLUSTRIOUS  Georges,  who  to 
their  immortal  honour,   have  built  up,    this 

INVALUABLE    CONSTITUTION;     PrinCES 

who   have    read   the   value    of    English 
l^iBERTY  in  th?  luflrfe  of  the  Crown  which 
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XT  placed  upon  their  heads  ;  Princes  xvho 
have  eftablifhed  the  fecurity  of  the  Pro 
TBSTANT  Succession  in  their  own  au£ufi 
femily  upon  the  fame  bafis  with  the  envied 
I^REEDOM  of  THESE  Nations;  the  piUars 
Ot  vifhich  are  not  to  be  fhaken. 

¥iom  thefe  reigns  can  there  be  produced  a 
a   precedent   of  legal    authority   for  fuch  a 

Seizure  OF  Papers  as  has  happened  latelr? 
IJo  their  days  fo  much  as  furnifli  an  allozvcd 
example  of  the  fart  to  the  lame  extent  ?   h 
may  be  doubted  ii  in  the  very  woril  of  times 
when  arbitrary  principles  were  rifmg  to  the 
top  of  the   precipice,    from  which   at   lafl 
tjrranny  fell  head-long  with  its  own  weight 
k    A  ^  ^"^^  were  avoivediy  prad.fed  undei 
thcjb€w  of  authority ;  whatever  mere  power 
or  rather  force,   as  irregular  in  its  aits,  as 
unrwftitutional  in    its    foundation,    might 
perhaps  do.    .  ^ 

^  But  what  was  the  pretence  of  this  late 
violation  of  rights  fo  facred  in  their  nature, 
this  invafion  of  property,  in  a  critical  paint, 
which  comprehends  every  valuable  interefl  a 
man  can  have  ?  A  perfon  is  fufpeded  of  beinff 
the  author  of  a  printed  paper,  which,  in  the 
j«dgtmnt  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  was  a 
ieditipus  hbel,  and  the  proof  of  thefadlis  to 
be  fifted  put  of  his  awn  papers :  for  your 
IxjrdOups  have  faid  in  your  letter,  which  is 
puWiihed,  that  fuch  of  the  papers  feized,  as 
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tend  to  make  out  the  guilt  of  the  owner  are 
<o  be  kept,  and  ufed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  reafon  is  moft  inadequate,  and  muft 
appear  fo  to  every  man,  who  is  not  beat  out 
of  his  fenfes  by  the  jargon  of  lawyers,  or 
confounded  in  his  pwn  ideas  with  the  quibjbles 
of  legal  nonfenfe. 

'  If  there  is  a  circumftance  that  can  aggravate 
the  injury,  which  is  in  itfelf  too  great  almoft 
to  be  conceived,  it  is  this  ufe  that  is  to  be 
made  of  the  papers ;  and  nothing  can  fo 
much  add  to  the  Alarm  which  the  pradice 
of  Seizing  of  Papers  muft  give  to  every 
plan. 

When  a  perfon  is  brought  upon  his  trial 
for  any  offence,  he  is  not  bound,  nor  will 
any  Court  fuffer  him  to  give  evidence  againft 
himfelf ;  but  by  this  method,  if  allowed, 
though  a  man's  tongue  is  not  permitted  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  him,  his  thoughts  are 
to  rife  in  judgment,  and  to  be  produced  as 
\vitneffes  to  prove  the  charge.  A  man's 
Writings  lying  in  his  clofet,  not  pub- 
XI shed,  are  no  more  than  his  thoughts, 
hardly  brought  forth  even  in  his  own  account, 
and,  to  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  the  fame  as 
if  they  yet  remained  in  embrio  in  his  breaft. 
When  ALL  a  maiis  Papers  are  feized,  he 
is  at  the  mercy  of  his  profecutors.  Some  may 
be  ufed  to  prove  a  charge,  when  others, 
which  VLxefupprcJfedf  would  clearly  exculpate 
,  >  him 
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him  of  guilt.     It  was  thus  in  the  infamou* 

patnotifm,  the  great  Sydney,  of  his  life 
Scrap,  of  an  u^fnificJ  manufcript  were  t£ 

product:''*"''''*'  ^^'y^«'-g  was  „« 

The  rack  itfelf  i,  hardly  a  more  inhuman 

Tr^f     B^th"'^"""'  ?f '/«""-'  -etho^^f 

K;nr^       T  *''?"">'  ^^"^^  *«  fi^ft  laws 

Th.  h.  -^ '  /'•''•  "°i*""«  ""  ''«  "ore  unlike 
the  Wn  fp,„t  of  our  happy  conftitution 

In  cafes  of  treafon  papers  are  feized 
though  even  iben  it  is  ^always  done  wS 
much  crcumfpeftiori.  and  under  nTany 
Teftnftu>os  as  to  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  tC 
but  that  proceeds  upon  a  quite  diS 
pnnc,pk.  a  principle  if  fenfelid  reaS^ 

ireafon.  m  the  general  nature  of  it.  muft 
be  the  crime  of  many.  U  implies  pl«s  and 
confp,rac.es.     which    are    carrying    on   b/ 

fpers.  The  fafety  of  the  State,  which  is 
fupenor  to  every  other  confidenition,  makes 
"    neceflary.  to  ufe  all  poffible  means   tp 

xlreadh.1  effefts  may  be  prevented.  Papers 
therefore  may  be  /eized!,  and  fclters  i£! 
cepted,  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  other 
warhke  floras  may  befecured,  thatthe  finews 
Of  rebellion  may  be  cut.     This  is  the  fole 
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Wifoh,  and  end  a£  feizing  papers,  in  a 
treafonable  c^fe,  although  they  may  after- 
wards be  ufed  as  proofs  of  {\Mc\i  overt  a£fs  of 
treafon  as  they  are  cdmtea;€d  with,  or  bear 
relation  to,  fo  as  to  make  them  be  conlidered 
as  a  part  of  the  profecution  of  the  fame 
treafonable  purpofes  ;  yet  furely  it  cannot  be 
law  even  in  cafes  of  treafon,  nor  (we  hope) 
«ver  was  law,  with  any  but  fuch  a  judge  as 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Jeffries,  xh2X  papers  {o\m^ 
\fi  a  man's  elofet,  not  publijhed,  and  uncon- 
ne^dlfed  with  any  thing  but  themfelves,  can 
conftitiite  a  crime,  or  be  brought  as  a  proof  of 
guilt. 

What  does  however  hold  in  treafon,  will 
rtdt  take  place  in  other  cafes.  There  is  S 
certain  neceflfary  rigour  and  feverity  in  thtf 
kws  of  treafon,  which  would  be  cruelty,  if 
extended  to  other  GrirtMJ&.  Many  things  ar« 
allowed  in  the  cafe  of  treafon,  that,  if  applied 
to  other  matters,  would  be  more  mifchievous 
in  their  confequences  than  the  things  they 
were  intended  to  prevent.  o.     \j 

It  is  treafon  to  compafs  or  imagine  (as  \i 
IS  tailed)  or,  in  plain  Englifh,  to  contrive 
or  Intend  the  death  of  the  King,  if  it  canbtf^ 
proved  by  any^overt  ad;  and  it  could  be 
no  more  than  treafon  actually  to  put  the 
ibvereign  to  death.  It  is  not  however 
nriurder,  tn  foro  humano,  to  intend ^  or  even 
to  attempt  to  kill  Another  man.  There  is^ 
^  therefore 
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therefore  no  example  to  be  di^awn  from 
what  I's  or  may  be  done  in  cafes  of  treafon^ 
to  any  other  cafe;  and  none  can  be  mfM 
unlimilar  to  it  than  that  of  libels. 

Publication  is  efTential  to  a  libel,  and  the 
criminality  is  intrinfic  in  itfelf.   The  offence, 
and  the  effeds  of  it,  both  ftand  upon  the 
libel    alone^    unconneded   with    any   other 
thing   whatfoever.      There  is  not  therefor©^ 
the  leaft  colour  of  danger,  or  neceffity,  to 
plead  for  breaking  through  any  right,  or  any 
privilege  of  the    fubjedt,    for, the  fake   of 
difcovery   or  prevention,    in  fuch   a  cafe; 
much  lefs  to  trample  upon  thofe  rights  that 
are  the  moft  fatffed  and  inviolable,  and  the 
confequences .  of   injuring  them  pernicious 
beyond  exprelTidn.     The  evil  is  great  j  the 
mifchief  apparent.     The  utility  and  good  is 
nothing,  or  fo  inconiiderable,  as  to  be  no 
pbjeca,  at  all.,   , 

To   the   mercy  of  any  government  even 
convids  may  have  fome  claim ;  the  benignity 
of   ours,    guilt    itfelf  cannot   forfeit.      It's 
fuavity,  and  ^mildnefs,    in  profecutions  and 
trials,  can  be  denied,  or  interrupted  to  none.- 
^ufpicion,  or  accufa[tion»  do  not  annul  the 
rights  of  innocence;    nor    rob  the   fubrea:, 
either  of  the  protedion,  or  favour  of  the 
laws.     The  lenity  of  juftice  is,  in  England, 
Its  dignity.     Fair  trials,  and  ^^^;z//^  profecu- 
tions,  are  the. peculiar  glory  of  this  country ; 

and 


and  no  man  fiiould  be  deprived  of  any* 
benefit,  or  advantage,  his  own  liience,  of 
the  fecrecy  of  papers  not  piiblijhed^  canafibixl 
to  protectt  him  againft  convid:ion.  As  he 
can  keep  his  mouth  ihut,  fo  his  privacies 
ought  to  be  facred,  and  his  repofitoriea 
fecure. 

But  if  the  partitions  of  a  man*s  clofet, 
(which  is  but  another  bofom,)  are  to  be 
wantonly  broke  down,  on  every  flight 
pretence,  or  trivial  occasion,  and  what  lies 
there  locked  up  in  fecrecy,  things  that  the 
world  never  law,  and  no  man  has  a  right 
to  look  upon,  are  to  be  expofed  at  the 
humour  or  malice  of  every,  perhaps  trading, 
juftice  of  peace,  (for  fo  far  it  goes,)  let  the 
moft  partial  determine  what  mufl  be  the 
confequences.  There  is  an  end  of  liberty,' 
an  end  of  confidence  amongft  mankind.  A 
fevere  reftraint  is  laid  upon  friendfhip  and 
correfpondence,  and  even  upon  the  freedom 
of  thought.  In  (hort,  a  fatal  blow  is 
given  to  the  moft  precious  and  valuable  rights 
of  mankind;  to  the  fair  j:  privileges  of 
fociety.  The  thing  is  big  with  mifchiefs 
innumerable,  and  inconceivable ;  the  leaft 
of  them  not  to  be  laid  in  the  balance  with 
all  the  danger  of  any  libel  the  moft  feditious 
that  can  be  publilhed,  or  with  any  thing 
lefs  than  high  treafon  itfelf,  which  does, 
and   juftly   ought  to    overcome    all    rights 

what-. 
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lyhatfoever  of  anv  individual,  be  the  t6ti* 
fequences  what  they  may.     If  care  is  taken 

.^l^^'  /^^^  "°  ^^'■"^  ^e  done  which 
can  pofTibJy  be  avqided,  nor  any  unnece/Tary 
hardfhips  infliiaed.  it  is  all  that  can  be 
cxpedled,  and  as  much  as  ought  to  be 
required.  ^ 

Precedents  of  fdzing  the  papers  of  printers, 
and  pubhfhers,  are  comparatively  feared 
worthy  havmg  any  notice  taken  of  them  in 
a  juft  and  accurate  confideration  of  thi» 
lubjea.  The  papers  and  repofitories  of 
every  private  perfon  ftand  •  upon  a  very 
different  footing.  U  amongft  ^ibe/?  any  diil 
tindion  can  be  ihade.  it  is  due  to  the  cafe 

?  t     f^l'^^'  J^""  Parliament,   for  th^ 
fake  of  their  Trust,   and  of  the  intereft 
their  conftituents   have   in    their  freedom 
lecurity,  and  independency.      On  thefe  all 
our  valuable  rights  depend;  and  they  cannot 
be  expofed  to  a  greater  or  more  dangerous 
Infringement  than  an  undue  Seizure 
OP  Papers.     It  has  always,  for  this  reafori, 
been  the  great  object  of  the  House  of 
t-oMMONs,  to  protedl  the  Members  of  Par- 
Iiament  from  fuch  illegal  invafions. 

The  public  may,  perhaps,  be  thought 
to  have  fome  more  power  over  thofe,  who 
are  a^  fort  of  fervants  of  the  public  than 
over  pnvafe  perfons;  and  profelTed  pub- 
lifliecs  (m  the  cafe  of  publications)  axe  a 
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fort  of  public  perfons.  Their  (liops  and 
offices,  therefore,  are  in  fome  fenfe,  and  to 
a  limited  degree,  the  houfes  of  the  public. 

Thefe  kind  of  people,  however,  all  the 
world  knows,  are  loon  frightened,  and  inti- 
midation fpeedily  checks  them.  Minifters 
know  it ;  and  therefore  they  ufe  it  without 
fcruple,  and  without  mercy,  when  ihy  think 
lit.  How  far  that  is  conliftent  with  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press,  or  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  public,  is  another  queftion. 

The  authority  of  a  fecretary  of  flate,  even 
a  hint  from  the  office,  and  much  more 
apprehenfions,  examinations,  and  menaces, 
will  foon  conquer  thefe  poor  men's  ideas  o£ 
liberty,  and  make  them  fond  to  redeem 
themfelv^s.  They  are  very  ready  to  purchafe 
exemption  from  a  hard,  expenfive,  and  dan- 
gerous profecution,  directed  by  power  and 
carried  on  from  the  public  purfe,  ?t  the 
expence  of  fubmitting  to  ads  illegal,  and 
oppreffive,  Ibr  which  a  court  of  law,  and 
an  Englifh  jury,  would  give  ample  redrefs 
and  fatisfadfion.  No  ftrefs  whatever  gan 
therefore  be  laid  on  fuch  inftances,  if  any 
can  be  cited;  but,  at  any  rate,  precedents 
offa^  are  not  at  all,  or  in  any  cafe,  to  be 
regarded.  Legal  Precedents  are  thofe 
whofe  authority  ftands  upon  trial,  and  judicial 
decifions  of  courts  of  law,  in  Times  of 
Libertx,  and  Justice. 
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If  there  have  been  any  examples  of* 
undue  feizure  of  papers y  fo  far  from  being 
p/ecedents  to  jujlify,  or  even  to  excufe  the 
praaice,  they  afford  the  flrongeft  reafon 
m  the  world  for  giving  a  timely  and  effec- 
tual check  to  it;  that  it  may  no  longec- 
continue  to  be  the  grief  and  burthen  of  the 
fubjed:. 

Precedents  which  have  the /j^-t^  of  autho- 
rity, from  the  fand:ion  of  courts,  though 
of  arbitrary  and  unjuft  judges,  in  times  toa 
of  tyranny  and  opprellion,  can  only  be 
^mentioned  to  be  fcorned,  and  inveighed 
againff,  in  days  of  Liberty  and  Justice; 
or  to  be  fet  up  as  beacons  to  warn  againft  " 
fhe  fhip wrecks,  which  the  rocks  and  quick- 
fands  of  arbitrary  power  have  occafioned, 
in  former  ages. 

But  in  the  halcyon  days  of  Liberty, 
■when  Justice  is adminiftered  with  Purity, 
care  will  be  had  to  avoid  precedents  of 
feeming  authority,  to  give  to  proceedings 
that  are  arbitrary ^  and  oppreffive,  the  appear- 
ance of  being  legal.  It  is  the  more  neceffary 
to  do  it,  becaufp  precedents  of  fuch  times 
will  have  weight  from  the  charader  of  the 
times.  Bad  and  illegal  precedents  of  fa6l 
cannot  be  too  foon,  nor  too  feverely  corred1:ed; 
not  only  for  the  honour  of  the  government, 
and  the  prefent  fecurity  of  the  fubjed:,  but 
that  they  may  not   remain  to  be  quoted  in 
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fucceeding,  and  in  worfe  times,  it  fuch 
fhall  ever  be  the  curfe  of  this  country, 
except  as  authorities  againji  any  attempt 
to  imitate  the  practices  formerly  condemned, 
and  efFedtually  to  prevent  their  being  re- 
^  newed  or  repeated. 

Every    true    Friend    of  Liberty 
therefore  will   anxioufly  deffre  to    fee  this 
queftion   have    a    fair  trial,    that  he    may 
know  exaaiy  how  the  law  ftands,  and  be 
fully  apprized   of  his   danger  i    io   that  all 
inay  provide  againft  it   the  1    1:  they  can. 
If  on  eveiy  pretence  or  fufpicion  of  a  libel, 
or  of  what  not  only  a  fecretary  of  ftate,  but 
the  loweft  magiftrate   of  the   peace,    may 
pleafe  to  deem  one,  in  which  Politics, 
Part'y,  Prejudice,  and  Resentment, 
will  always    have  a  great   influence,    our 
Houses,   and  our  Friends'  Houses,  are 
to  be  OPEN  at  all  hours  and  under  all  cir- 
cumftances  to  every  prowling  officer  of  the 
crown,  actuated  by  curiofity,  intereft,  defign, 
or  revenge,  he  will  be  the  wifeft  man  that 
correfponds  the  leaft  with  others,  and   the 
moft   prudent  who  writes   very  little,   and 
keeps    as   few  papers    as   he  can   by   him. 
None  but  a  fool  in  this  cafe  will  have  any 
fecrets  at  all  in  his  pofleffion. 

That  no  fuch  Badge  of  Slavery  does 
yet  exift  in  this  country,  is  ftill  believed. 
That  it  never  may  exifl:  will  naturally  be 
the  wifli  of*  every  E  n  g  l  i  s  h  man. 


1 1 

1 


o  % 


Extract 


i()6 


APPENDIX. 


EyfiraB  from   the    Letter  from   Albemarle* 
Street  to  the  Cocoa-Tree, 

XLVERY  good  man  wifhes  the  whole 
nation  were  agreed  in  Revohition  principles  ;< 
and  if  we  are  ^one,  in  that  refpedt,  our  name 
muft  be  one.  The  fire  of  conteft  might 
then,  without  preying  on  the  vitals  of 
national  happinefs,  wafle  itfelf  in  the  di ver- 
ity of  political  attachments,  and  flruggles 
for  power;  the  difputes  about  which,  are 
the  natural  offspring  of  a  free  conftitution, 
and  generally  conducive  to  its  vigour,  as 
changes  in  it  are  oftentimes  neceflary  to 
promote  the  public  good. 

In  a  country  like  this,  when  men  of  found 
principles  contend  for  influence,  (and  if  they 
do  not,  it  can  only  be  becaufe  there  is  a 
penury  of  great  ftatefmen,  which  is  a  iign 
of  ftagnation,  rather  than  a  mark  of  health, 
in  the  political  body;)  they  muft  not  only 
be  rivals  in  abilities,  but  emulate  each  other 
in  zeal,  and  attention  to  the  general  welfare; 
which  is  the  fair  road  to  elevation,  and  the 
only  ftability  of  preferment,  in  popular,  and 
mixed  governments. 

Our  national  parties  fprung  up,  with  their 
unhappy  names  of  diftindion,  in  days  when 
the  encroachments  of  the  Crown  threatened 
the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution.     James  I. 
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taught  a  fyflem  oi  prerogative,  condflent 
with  nothing  but  flavery ;  and  his  defcen- 
dants,  corrupted  with  his  falfe  principles, 
obftinately  purfued  his  perverfe  plan,  to 
their  own  ruin.  The  unbridled  attempts 
of  arbitrary  power  neceflarily  produced 
oppofition,  then  refiftance,  and  at  lafl  ended 
in  the  expulfion  of  a  race  of  tyrants;  a 
fucceffion  of  which  had  difgraced  the  throne, 
and  all  but  deftroyed  this  country,  when 
their  own  family  fell  the  miferable  vi(5tim 
of  their  irreclaimable  attachment  to  defpotifm. 

If  there  are  yet  amongft  us  any  wretched 
remains  of  thofe  parties,  they  are  the  tattered 
rags  of  a  direful  warfare,  between  the 
ftretches  of  prerogative  and  the  defence  of 
liberty ;  between  the  faithful  friends  of  a 
limited,  mixed  monarchy,  and  the  traiterous 
advocates  of  abfolute,  and  arbitrary  fove- 
reignty :  a  difpute,  one  fliould  think,  too 
unnatural  now  to  be  brought  back  from  the 
dead. 

The  difagreeable  diftintflions  that  hereto- 
fore have  prevailed,  muft  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  the  times,  and  the  circnmflances 
of  the  nation ;  but  the  fortunate  change  in 
thefe  fliould  now  foften  into  general  har- 
mony all  former  animofities,  and  eradicate 
unnatural,  and  deflru (Stive  prejudices.  If 
there  is  a  diftind:ion,  let  it  only  be  between 
honelt  men,  and  thofe  who  do  not  deferve 
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the  name ;  between  thofe  who  will  do  any 
thing   for  fomething.   and   thofe  who  will 
not,    on   any  account,    do  what  ought  not 
to  be  done.     Let  the  honour  and  interest, 
the  glory  and  prof^^/ity  of  the  nation,  the 
juft  power,  and  true  dignity  of   the  crown, 
and    the  rights  of  the   fubjecT:,    be,    as   in  * 
truth  they  are,  the  common  caufe ;  and  the 
principles   of  allegiance,     and  liberty,    the 
cement    of  adherence    to  it.      Thofe  who, 
from  any  motive,   can  defert  that  caufe,  or 
deny    thofe    principles,    will,     with    theit 
country,  fland  in  the  light  in  which  their 
own   criminal  and  contemptible  condua  fo 
jufthr  places  them. 

?£^he  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  relin- 
quifli  the  right,  or  decline  to  exercife  the 
power  of  refohing  with  the  dignity,  and 
authority  of  parliamentary  declarations,  upon 
pomts  of  high  concernment  to  the  liberty  of 
the  fubje(5l,  and  elTential  to 'the  prefervation 
of  our  freedom,  efpecially  in  the  cafe  of 
violations  in  the  perfons  of  their  own 
members,  they  would  ceafe  to  be  the  grand 
mqueft  of  the  nation,  and  furrender  one  of 
their  higheft  trufts. 

For  parliamentary  refolutions  are  not  like 
the  words  of  a  drunken  porter,  fay  fo  who 
wilL— r[In  the  debate  on  General  Warrants, 
bir  Fletcher  Norton  faid,  he  fhould  pay  nq 
more  regard  to  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons,  than  to  the  words  of  a  drunken 
porter  in  Co  vent-Garden.] — One  fliould 
think  Eng  L  AND  could  not  have  bred  a  man, 
I  had  almoft  faid  a  — ,  who  would  talk  in 
fo  ridiculous  a  manner :  and  no  body  has 
more  reafon  to  fland  in  awe  of  parliament, 
than  fuch  as  are  capable  of  holding  a  lan- 
guage fo  difrefpedfuLto  it,  fo  derogatory 
to  the  great  security  of  the  nation. 
It  muft  proceed  from  ignorance  of  the  con-, 
flitution :  and  to  confute  the  nonfenfe,  wonl4 
be  fuppofing  it  is  not  what  it  x^ally  is» 
Lawyers,  who  are  generally  fettered  with  the 
trammels  of  their  profeffion,  may  fay,  a$ 
they  fometimes  have  faid,  that  votes  of  the 
commons  are  >  not  confidered  as  laws— ^ 
«'  Neverthelefs,  (as  'the  author  of  the  befi^ 
conftitutional  hiftory  of  England  fays,)  fuch 
is  their  effedt,  that  few  perjons  are  fo  hardy 
as  to  ad:  diredly  contrary  to  thefe  decifions 
of  the  common^,  fince  it  is,  in  fome  meafure, 
to  oppofe  the  fentiment  of  the  people  whom 
they  reprefent.  Befides,  an  adion  diredly 
contrary  to  a  vote  of  the  houfe,  is  liable  to 
be  queftioned,  when  leaft  expeded,  and 
draws  upon  the  ador  the  indignation  of 
the  houfe."  It  may  alfo  be  remembered, 
that  there  are  not  wanting  inftances  of  par- 
liaments declaring  things  done  againft  liberty, 
heinous  crimes ^  even  in  an  Attorney  General. 
'    The   objed  in  view  was  not  barely   to 
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condemn  general  warrants    without  name? 
for  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did,  even 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.   and  impeached 
a  Chief  Juftice    of  England    for  granting 
them  ;  though  the   revival  of  the  pradice 
loudly  called  for  a   fre(h  check  to  fo  dan- 
gerous an  evil. — Depriving   the   fubjed:   of 
his  liberty  without  a  charge   upon  oath,  or 
fomething  as  ftrong,    is   equally  illegal.-^ 
Clofe   confinement  for   a  bailable  offence  i 
arbitrary   evafions    of    the    habeas   corpus  > 
and  above  all,  the  unwarrantable  feizure  of 
papers;    were   objeds    highly   worthy    the 
weightieft  interpofition,    and    an   adequate 
punifhment. 

We  defired   refolutions  to  vindicate   the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  invigorate 
the  nerves  of  liberty;    to  lliew  that  a  due 
fenfe,  and  a  becoming-  regard  to  it,    infpire 
the  reprefentatives  of  a   free  people  i  that 
the  juft  apprehenfions  of  thofe  who  choofe 
them,  to  be  their  defenders  and  protedors, 
are  not  to  be  treated  as  the  dreams  of  fancy, 
or  the  murmurs  of  fedition ;  nor  the  voice 
of  freedom  difregarded  as  the  language   of 
riot,  or  curbed  as  the  petulance  of  fadion  : 
that  the  fundamentals  of  liberty  are  not  to 
be  taken  up,  only  to  be  laid  afide  as  things 
of  no  moment,  and  (huffled  into   the  heap 
of  unimportant,    and    impertinent    matter, 
that  compofes   the  dreg  of  public  confulta- 
tions,  and  the  refufe  of  free  debate. 

Judicial 
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Judicial  refolutjons  of  Parliament,  feafon- 
ably  interpofed,  in  vindication  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  not  in  gratification  of  men's 
paflions,  partialities,  and  refentments,  upon 
great  and  general  dodlrines  of  magnitiide 
fufficient  to  draw  out  its  fupreme  jurifdic- 
tion,  are  the  known,  the  natural,  fafe,  and 
(notwithftanding  the  bold  fcorn  of  any 
officer  of  the  law,  however  high),  the 
moft  operative  protedtion  of  liberty.  Thefc 
refcue,  and  reflore  things  to  their  right 
condition :  they  do  not  create,  or  enadt* 
but  aduate,  and  afcertain  what  already  has 
a  real  exiftence,  and  ought  to  be  in  full 
vigour:  they  brighten,  and  illuftrate  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  that  threaten 
to  languifh,  and  fade;  they  quicken,  and 
enliven  thofe  that  are  in  danger  of  decay, 
and  annihilation. 

You,  the  WORTHY  gentlemen  of  the 
Cocoa-Tree,  have  honourably  diftinguiflied 
yourfelves  among  the  friends  of  liberty. 
Your  country,  with  gratitude,  proclaims 
your  merit ;  and  the  voice  of  liberty  will 
loudly  found  youx  praife.  Welcome  into 
the  bofom  of  a  free  people,  and  to  be  num- 
bered amongft  the  beft  Citizens  I  You 
have  followed  the  example  of  the  venerable 
heroes  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to  whofe 
courage  in  the  fenate,  and  the  field,  we 
gwe  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution,  the 

maintenance 
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maintenance  of  our  freedom.  You  have 
but  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  glorious  path, 
and  your  fame  will  be  recorded  with  their 
imrrwrtal  renown. 

Could  )^ou  defire   a  nobler  teftimony  to 

Soi\r  fervices  than  one  you  have?  You 
lare  the  large  applaufes  of  fo  many  brave 
patriots,  who  on  the  fame  trying  occalioq, 
with  undaunted  boldnefs,  contended  for  the 
juft  rights  of  their  country.  Amongft  the 
foremoft  flands  a  gallant  general,  pointed 
out  for  fupreme  command,  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  his  grateful  country;  in 
whofe  manly  fpirit,  a  well-tempered  mix- 
ture of  generofity,  and  frugality,  fecures 
the  foundations  of  true  dignity  :  renowne4 
for  his  prowefs,  more  diftinguiftied  yet  by 
his    patriotifm;    who    truly    poffefTes    that 

ANIMUS      IN     CONSULENDO     LIBER,     ncque 

'deliSio,  neque  libidinl  obnoxius :  a   brave  Ion 
X)f  Mars,  who  follows  not  alone,  but  accom^ 
panied  by   many,   his    fpirited   companions 
of  the  war,    wherever   liberty   leads  ;  who 
pleads  her  caufe   at  home,  with   the   fame 
ardor  that    he   fought    her   battles   abroad  ; 
wreathing  the    laurels    of  the    camp    with 
the  garlands  of    the   fenate ;   who    thinks, 
and  fhews,  that  honour  is  not  confined  to 
military    fer vice,    but   is    equally  facred    in 
all  fituations,   and  in  all  capacities.     There 
is  fortitude  which  defpifes  danger,  and  defies 
7'  difinijjioni 
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difmiffioni  the  independent  fplrit  that  makes 
the  MAN  ;  the  magnanimity  which  crowns 
the  HERO  ; — the  bold  foldier,  the  intrepid 
fenator,  the  fine  gentleman,  the  warHke 
advocate  for  liberty!  England  has  a  Con* 
WAY,  the  powers  of  whofe  eloquence, 
infpired  by  his  zeal  for  the  obje<a,  animated 
with  the  fire  of  true  genius,  and  furnifhed 
with  a  found  knowledge  of  the  conflitution, 
at  once  entertain,  ravilh,  convince,  conquer. 
Such  noble  examples  are  the  riches  of  tho 
prefent  age,  the  treafure  of  poflerity.— 
Sape  audivi  civitatis  nojirce  prceclaros  vivos 
folitos  ita  dicere,  cum  majorum  imagines 

INTUERENTUR,     VEHEMENTISSIME     SIBI 

animum    ad  VIRTUTEM  ACCENDI. aSc/- 

iicet  non  ceram  illam  ?ieque  Jiguram  tantam 
vim  in  fefe  habere ;  fed  memoria  rerum 
gejiarumy  earn  jiammam  egregiis  viris  in 
feBore  crefcere,  neqiie  prius  fedari,  quam 
virtus  eorum  famam  atque  gloriam  adaquaverit. 
The  honefl,  and  fpirited,  condud  of  the 
found  part  of  the  Cocoa-Tree,  has  done 
much  towards  reducing  the  flate  of  parties 
to  that  ground  on  which  a  divifion  cannot 
long  fubfifl,  or  effed:  great  harm.  The 
banner  of  prerogative,  which  was  wont  to 
be  the  much-loved  regal  enlign,  will  not  now 
triumph  over  the  flandard  of  liberty,  which 
always  was  the  favourite  enfign  of  the 
people. 
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If  honeft  men,  that  have  been  called 
Tories,  are  upon  the  fame  bottom,  and  of  thd 
fame  principles  with  honeft  men  who  ad  like 
Whigs ;  the  ignominious  remainder  of  either 
name  may  call  themfelves,  or  be  called  by 
.  others,  what  they  pleafe.  Their  condui^t 
will  ftamp  their  charader,  the  original  of 
which  is  of  an  older  date  than  any  party 
name  now  exifting,  and  will  continue  long 
after  time  has  blotted  out  the  remembrance  of 
the  worft  of  them. 

For  the  laft  fifty  years,  the  Tories  have 
called  themfelves  the  patrons  of  the  people  ; 
and  the  Whigs  thought  they  were  the 
defenders  of  liberty,  the  fupport  of  the 
proteftant  fucceflion,  and  the  pillars  of  the 
conftitution.  If  the  charaders  were  real, 
the  difference  between  them  was  to  feek. 
But  unfortunately  they  differed  in  their 
opinions  of  each  other,  not  without  caufe, 
or  they  might  long  before  now  have  been 
happily  united,  and  the  names  of  diilindion 
annihilated. 

Two  reigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick 
have  not,  that  I  know  of,  afforded  a  debate 
upon  any  real  queflion  concerning  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjed.  The  reafon  is  obvious  that 
the  favourite  objed  of  their  government  wa« 
more  amply  to  fecure  it. 

An  important  queflion  of  liberty,  however, 
brings  charaders  to  the  tefl,  and  tries  .the 

iincerity 
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(incerity  of  former  profeflions ;  it  elucidates 
principles,  and  unmafks  pretences.  Thofe 
who  rtand  forward  in  that  glorious  caufe,  are 
the  true  patriots,  the  found  whigs,  come 
from  where  they  will,  and  whatever  name 
they  go  by.  They  breath  the  fpirit  of  the 
revolution,  and  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  our 
fecurity.  Formerly  the  only  diftinrtion  has 
been,  (but  it  muft  no  longer  continue  to  be 
fo,)  between  country  gentlemen  and  courtiers  z 
it  is  now  betwixt  the  friends  of  liberty^  and 
tbejlccves  of  power.  Arthur's,  or  the  Cocoa- 
Tree,  Albemarle- ftreet,  or  St.  James *s,  are 
not  able  to  confound  things  under  a  Babel  of 
names,  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  itfelf  cannot 
chriften  thofe  that  are  againft  liberty,  Whigs, 
or  thofe  that  are  for  it,  Torys,  as  long  as  we 
can  read  the  principles  of  the  revolution 
without  the  help  of  treafury-opticks.  The 
diftindion  between  Whigs  and  Tories  was 
founded  in  the  ftruggle  between  prerogative 
and  liberty ;  ^  Tory  therefore  who  befriends 
liberty  is  a  contradicflion ;  the  charadter, 
excluding  the  name :  by  parity  of  reafon,  £^ 
nominal  Whig,  who  is  againft  liberty,  is 
equally  inconfiftent,  the  condu(ft  being  in- 
compatible with  the  appellation. 

A  rank  Tory  is  bad ;  but  a  rotten  Whig, 

If   poffible,    is   ftill  worfe.     The   firft   has 

the  ctedit  of  conilftency,  if  it  is  his  original 

principle,    and  he  has    nev^r    quieted    his 
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fcruples  With  i.'^^  profits  of  compliance.   The 
orher   is    a    renegado,     who   rciu  unces    his 
conviaions;  forfakes  his  firft love;  and  cuts 
oH  the  breads   that   nouriflied    him.     With 
whom   fhf^fe  gentlemen  -Oioul  '   aflbciate,    I 
am  at  fome  lofs  to  know.     Their  only   lit 
companions  feem  to  be  rotten   Tories,   who 
retain  their  principles,  or  rather  their   pre- 
judices, and   make  gain  of  changing    their 
profefllons.     Let   rotten   Whigs  and    rotten 
Tories    then,    go  together;    and    who  will 
envy  their  fociety  ?  But  an  Admin iftration, 
fupported  by  fuch  a  confederacy,  muit  indeed 
be  of  a  very  black  hue  ;  and  its  continuance 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  rottenefs,  fragility, 
^d  incoherence  of  its  props.     Nor  need  any 
that   comes  after  be  afraid  of  wanting  the 
fame  afTiftance,  if  they  have   a  job    to  do, 
which  better  men  will  not  undertake.  Thofe  of 
fuch  flexible  tenets,  and  pliable  difpofitions, 
will  always  be  help  at  hand,  ready  to  offer 
their  fupport,    upon  proper  terms,  and  eafily 
turn  with  the  tide  j   being  ve;y  accommodamg 
i?i  their  nature. 

The  favourite  cry  has,  of  late,  been,  to 
abolifh  all  party  names.  But  managed  as  it 
is,  I  know  nothing,  that  has  tended  more, 
than  this  very  cry,  to  revive,  and  keep  up, 
what  mofl:  people  were  very  ready  ^o  forget. 
I  own,  how'cver,  I  am  for  the  propofition, 
but  I  wifli  tv  -yQ  1  great  deal  farther.  -For 
■  ,     extindion 


f>*it>^ 


APPENDIX.  207 

CXtindion  of  nauies  will  go  a  very  (hort  way 
to  a  coalefcence  of  parties.  It  is  bp?-inning 
at  the  wrong  end.  The  axe  nuift  be  laid  to 
the  root  of  the  tree.  Let  us  cut  up  the 
foundation  of  the  difference  :  names  will, 
like  the  fhadow,  follow  the  fubftance.  Till 
we  have  hut  one  principle,  we  cannot  be  of 
one  iVame,  : 

No  body,  I  dare  fay,  ever  thought ;  and 
no  friend  to  his  country  ever  could  think,  of 
profcribing  men  for  a  name ;  or  of  barring 
the  converfion  of  the  rankeft  Tory  that  ever 
exifted.  I  am  fure  the  pradlice  has  been  the 
contrary.  Witnefs  the  lift  of  honours,  and 
offices,  in  the  laft  reign  ;  witnefs  how  many, 
who  had  been  called  Tories,  not  to  fay  even 
real  Jacobites,  were  well  rewarded  for  coming 
into  court,  where  their  defcendants  now 
flourifli,  with  the  additional  comfort,  of 
daring  to  av©w,  and  acft,  upon  the  fame 
principles  of  prerogative,  and  arbitrary  power, 
which  their  anceftors  were  paid  for  pretending 
to  renounce.  The  fathers,  by  a  feafonable 
hyprocrify,  made  their  own  terms  ;  and,  like 
the  prodigal,   always  got  the  beft  garment. 

The  great  minifter,  who  conducted  this 
country  to  a  pitch  of  glory  it  never  faw  before, 
made  it  the  labour  of  his  adminiftration  to 
extinguifti  parties,  as  well  as  names :  and  it 
is  a  merit,  that  cannot  be  denied  him,  that  he 
was  more  fuccefsful   in  the  patriot  delign, 
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than  perhaps  any  of  his  predecefTors  were,  of 
than  any  but  himfelf  will,  for  a  long  time,  be* 

When  he  was  at  the  helm,  there  feemed 
to  be  but  one  heart,  and  one  mind,  in  the 
nation.  His  condud:  commanded  an  una- 
nimity fo  aflonilhing  in  degree,  and  fo 
amazing  in  its  efFeds,  that  thofe  who  are 
now  difpofed  to  find  fault,  though  their  own 
acquiefcence  made  part  of  the  general  confent, 
can  only  c^ll  it  an  intoxicated  unanimity:  a 
refledion  which  does  as  little  honour  to 
themfelves  who  now  pretend  to  murmur,  and 
did  not  before  remonllrate,  as  it  does  juftice, 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  then 
was  fatisfied,  and  flill  is  content  with  what 
was  before  univerfally  approved.  Unhappy 
is  it  for  this  country,  that  fome  of  the 
labourers  fainted  before  the  harveft  was 
gathered  ! 

Honeft  men  did  then  as  they^do  now  ;  for 
integrity  is  a  confident  charader.  On  the 
fame  principle  of  love  to  their  country,  they 
fupported  her  liberty  againil  foreign  enemies, 
and  defended  it  from  domeflick  violations. 
In  the  days  of  concord,  even  the  rank  Tory, 
and  the  reprobate  Whig; — -the  mofl  rotten- 
hearted  of  either  name  were  dragged  along 
with  the  flandard  of  liberty,  as  the  trophies 
of  a  triumphant  adminiftration,  the  meafures 
of  which  ftilled  the  voice  of  oppofition-,  and 
iilenced  the  whifpers  of  complaint.     Men  of 
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all  denominations  and  charader^  went  one 
way,  becaufe  there  was  not  another  road 
open.  When  an  opportunity  offers,  principle 
and  pay  fcreen  the  multitude :  the  found  and 
the  fordid,  the  fycophant  and  the  fincere,  then, 
part :  profpe(fls,  promifes,  and  provifion, 
draw  away  the  hungry,  the  greedy,  and  the 
gaping:  virtue  can  only  carry  the  virtuous 
and  upright.  When  thofe  who  carry  the 
bag  (hew  the  way,  the  feeling  intereft  will 
always  be  on  that  fide. 

Mark,  however,  the  importance  of  the 
charadter  of  conductors ;  the  greatnefs  of 
the  difference  between  Tories  when  compelled 
to  follow  a  Whig  Leader/  and  when  making 
a  true  Tory  fyftem.  We  have  feen  Tories, 
under  Whig  condud:,  fupporting  Whig 
meafures,  and  adopting  Whig  maxims  2  if 
fuffered  to  adt  on  Tory  principles,  we  perceive 
liberty  can  only  be  lafe,  by  keeping  out  of 
their  reach.  Tories,  when  thfey  tak^  the 
lead,  will  wound,  not  proted  her,  if  (he 
comes  in  their  way. 

We  had  a  Minifter;  alas  !  that  we  have 
not  him  ftill ;  who*  has  not  only  faid,  but 
Ihewn  that  it  was  the  pride  of  his  heart  to 
humble  the  foreign  enemies  of  his  country, 
and  who  thinks  he  cannot  fpend  th«  laft 
remains  of  his  health  in  a  better  caufe,  than 
ftruggling  to  maintain  the  great  harriers  of 
the  conftitution,a.fl'ei't  the  rights  of  thefubjed, 
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and  protedl  their  liberty  againfl:  arbitr^r/ 
violations.  It  was  the  fingular  commendation 
of  that  GREAT  Minifter's  adminiftration,  not 
only  to  be  aflifted  by  all  the  zealous  friends  of 
their  country,  and  of  the  conftitution,  but 
to  be  oppofed  by  none.  He  iludied  to  unite 
parties,  without  confounding  principles  ;  not 
iingly  to  make  names  ceafe,  but  to  get  opinion* 
to  coalefcc,  upon  the  great  foundation  of 
revolution  principles  :  and  certainly  he  had 
the  fatisfadion  to  efied:  an  unknown  union 
and  harmony,  in  the  counfels  and  operations, 
the  wifhes  and  deiires  of  the  kingdom  ;  no 
lefs  honourable  to  himfelf  than  advantageous 
to  the  nation,  and  beneficial  to  all  Europe. 

lifter  giving  an  account  of  the  Jiate  of  thd 
national  f  nances^  as  they  flood  at  the  time  i  the 
fioble  author  concludes  with  the  following 
obfervations  ,'\ 

The  words  ceconomy  and  refofmation  having 
loft  their  meaning;  or  rather  meaning  only- 
extravagance  and  corruption  beyond  example^ 
The  people  jullly  alarmed  for  their  liberties, 
attacked  in  their  perfons,  their  property,  and 
even  their  houfes,  by  the  arbitrary  violations 
of  general  warrants,  and  aggrieved  by  the 
moil  odious  mode  of  excife. — The  tools  of 
power,  opprelfive  in  their  profecutions  ;  more 
oppreffive  ftill  when  profecuted  themfelves, 
and  legally  convi<aed — ranfacking  every 
deteftable  artifice  for  delay,  every  infamous 
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chicanery,  ejfoign,  privilege,  bills  of  ex- 
ception, the  frowns  of  power,  immenfity 
of  expence,  &c.  &c.  under  all  which  dif- 
couragements,  and  hardfhips,  the  meaneft  of 
the  people  have  had  to  contend  for  almoft  a 
twelvemonth,  and  ftill  muft  contend,  with 
the  greateft,  who  are  one  day  encouraging 
and  paying  defamatory  libels ;  the  next,  beat 
at  their  own  weapons,  under  frivolous  dif-. 
tinaions,  flying  to  law ;  and,  left  that  (hould 
fail,  to  Parliament,  for  the  means  of  fup- 
prefling  and  punifhing  what  was  only  the 
blefled  fruit  ot  their  own  example.--*Such  i« 
the  candour  and  generofity  of  our  reformers, 
fuch  the  liberty  and  licentioufneft  of  the 
prefs. — 

A  fetof  men  diftinguifhed  by  nothing  but 
publick  and  private  blemifties,  even  in  the 
excefs  of   them— pofleft    of  the    reins   of 
government — ^and  fweets  of  office,  prefent  and 
reveriionary— prefuming  to  give  law  to  their 
fovereign  in  the  moft  infolent  manner — ^under 
the  fpecious  colour  of   delivering   majefty 
from  a  pretended  intention  of  the  fame  kind 
of  tyranny  in  others,   who  Uwlyfeel  for  the 
honour  of  their  mafter,  who  never  had  in  the 
late  reign,  or  in  this,  a  fuperiority  of  influence, 
but  from  fuperiority  of  talents  and  fervices  to 
their  King  and  Country,    and   who   have 
fcorned  to  give  themfelves  even  the  trouble  of 
contradiaing  that  prepofterous  heap  of  abfurd 
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falflioods,  patmcd,  fo  induftrioufly,  upon  the 
public  credulity,  laft  autumn,  certain  that  they 
w«Uld  die,  andftink,  like  their  authors,  in 
the  noftrils  of  eveiy  honeft  man:  a  fecond 
feffion  of  parliament  almoft  elapfed  iince  the 
iignature  of  the  preliminaries,  without  ib 
much  as  one  ftep  taken,  however  promifed, 
towards  ameliorating  our  revenue,  or  availing 
ourfelves,  by  wife,  and  careful  regulations, 
of  thofe  cejponst  the  utility  of  which  has 
been  fo  highly  magnified  ;  and  which  are 
only  as  yet  known  to  us,  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  expence ;  or  the  folicitations  wc 
hear  fo  much  of,  for  proprietary  grants  of^ 
the  moft  valuable  of  them,  to  gratify  friends 
and  favourites  of  power,  aftonifhed  ad 
they  are  at  their  own  exaltation,  they  arc 
content  to  drag  on,  like  a  wounded  fnake,  a 
-weak,  difgraced,  difreputable  exiftence ; 
when  they  are  confcious  there  is  but  one  fet 
of  men,  who  can  give  luftre  to  government, 
and  in  whom  alone  foreign  Princes,  the 
Bourbon  confederacy  excepted,  will,  or  caa 
take  a  jUft  confidence. — ^What  charaAer  fop 
ability,  weight,  or  credit,  has,  or  how  can 
fuch  an  ad  mini  lira  tion  be  looked  upon,  eithet 
abroad  or  at  home  ? 

With  a  civil  lift  of  no  \q{s  than  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  [1764,] 
the  crown  revenues  of  all  our  conquefts,  all 
the  revenues,  and  all  the  intereft  of  the  late 
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King's  riches,  in  Germany,  now  flowing  in 
with  the  arrears,  in  what  light  of  fplendor 
does  our  Court  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation — in  the  eyes  of  Europe?  I  will  not 
appeal  to  enumerations,  which  I  am  alhamed 
to  recapjitulate,  and  which  a  very  Jhort  me- 
mory, indeed,  can  recolledt.' 
;  If  this  be  a  true  delineation,  and  you 
know  it  is,  of  the  public  Situation  at  this 
time,  where  can  fuch  of  you.  Gentlemen  of 
the  Cocoa-Tree,  who  have  (hewn  yourfelves 
the  ftrenuous  and  hardened  fupporters  of  fuch 
meafures  and  fuch  principles,  look  for  a 
juftification  of  your  condud:  ?-"^an  you  dill 
hope  to  impofe  upon  mankind  ?  Or,  rather, 
are  you  not  difcovered,  and  known  to  be  the 
tools  of  prerogative,  and  enemies  to  the 
principle  of  revolution  freedom  ? — Can  you, 
after  this  expoftulatory  account  x>i  things, 
have  the  affurance  tp  coptinye  in  your  aflir- 
mations,  that  the  prefent  Minifters  have  as 
y^t  done  nothing  wrong P'-'^Qvit  fpr  them,  I 
muft  do  you  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  you 
never  have  claimed. — Will  your  mifrepre- 
fentations  ftill  prefume  to  lay  to  the  cha^^e  of 
the  leaders  af  the  friends  of  liberty,  a  thirft, 
like  your  own,  after  employments? — Men 
who  have,  almoft  all  of  thpm,  filled,  and 
facrificed  the  greateft  fituations,  to  the  love 
they  bear  their  country— r Will  you  Qoptinue  to 
^Q  this,  when  you  know  in  your  copfciences, 
7      .  the 


; 


! 


:<  fill 


\im 


•M^. 


^^4  APPENDIX. 

the  moil  probable  fear  is,  that  if  the  wiftes 
of  the. public  fhould  fucceed,  an  unhappy 
unwillingnefs  will  manifeft  itfelf,  inftead  of 
an  interefted  eagernefs,  to  fill  the  high  offices 
of  the  kingdom. 

Thefe  important  confiderations  are  left 
with  thofe  of  the  Cocoa-Tree,  who  prefer 
principles  to  names,  reality  to  profeffions  ; 
who  are  mifcalled  Torries,  and  are  indeed 
friends  to  that  fyflem  of  liberty,  which  was 
founded  in  the  expulfion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Stuart,  and  fecured  by  the  acceffion  of  that 
of  Hanover,  under  which  their  title  being 
founded  in  fireedom,  it  is  our  own  fault  if  w2 
fU:e  not  free.  : 

^  I  am,  &c. 


«5sa 


ExtraB  from  the  'Principles  of  the  late  Changes^ 
impartially  examined, 

[A  letter  which  appeared  in  the  news-papers  of 
the  %Qth  of  July,  1765,  pretending  to  give 
an  account  of  the  change  of  4dminijlratidn 
which  tooi  place  at  that  time— The  removal 
of  Mr,  Grenville,  and  the  appointment  of 
Xori  Rockingham,  after  Lord  Temple  ^nd 
Mr,  Pitt  hadrefufed;  gave  rife  to  this  tra}lA 

OUR  Author,  fpeaking  with  the  dignity 
of  the  plural  number,  gives  us  what  he  calls 

our 


APPENDIX.  ^l^ 

»ur  hejl  intelligence  of  the  caufes  of  the 
difmijjion  of  the  late  Mi?iifiers^  and  the  choice 
made  of  the  prefent  Minijlry :  and  to  thofe  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  facfls  to  which  only  he 
can  allude,  particularly  as  to  the  alledged 
faults  of  the  late  Miniflry,  which  is  the  key 
to  the  whole ;  this  cannot  appear  to  be  ^. 
mifreprefentation  of  his  true  meaning,  what*, 
ever  his  words  are.  ♦•  The  late  Minifters 
wickedly  rebelled  againft  Lord  Bute,  who 
claims  the  merit  of  making  them,  and  ex- 
pelled from  them  the  homage  and  obedience 
due  to  a  Creator:  their  infolence  became 
infupportable ;  their  behaviour  was  fuch  as 
could  no  longer  h^Jhffered ;  their  provocations 
muji  he  got  rid  of  at  any  fate ;  therefore  they 
were  difmiffed  injiantaneoufly,  (which  by  the 
by  is  a  great  ftory,  for  it  was  long  before  it 
could  begot  done.)  Now  you  their  fucceflbrs, 
you  have  yourfelves  been  great  tranfgreflbrs, 
in  refufing  fubmiflion :  but  you  are  pardoned 
and  received  into  favour,  not  indeed  for  your 
own  fakes,  but  a§  neceifary  inflruments  to 
chaftife  thofe  whofe  crimes  were  beyond 
forgivenefs  ;  having  been  foui^d  the  only 
fet  who  would  come  in,  without  which  they 
could  not  be  turned  out.  However,  have  a 
care :  if  you  ;return  to  your  old  tricks,  or 
tread  in  yourpredecelTors'  fteps,  mark  the  end 
that  is  before  you ;  therefore  grow  wife  by 
example;    and  if   you  would  efcape  their 

fate, 


I 


|i  'It 


2l6 


APPENDIX. 


fate,  in  whofe  place  you  are  come,  follow 
not  their  evil  courfes.  If  you  do,  there  will 
be  found  thofe  who  will  do  juftice  upon  you 
alfo,  if  they  fhould  be  brought  from  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  j  rather  than  want  hands 
to  execute  the  provoked  vengeance,  there 
will  be  taken  ftragglers  from  all  Parties,  that 
IS  the  moft  worthlefs  of  all  men  :  for  wfucb 
a  cafe,  I  hope,  (fays  our  Writer,)  even  thofe 
very  "Parties,  which  often  owe  their flrengih  to 
firange  and  unnatural  connexions,  would,  not 
befo  iejiitute  of  men  of  integrity  and  capacity^ 
as  to  deprive  the  King  of  all  means  of  forming 
a  Minijlry  on  true  principles  of  Patrioiifm,  and 
confequently  perfedily  agreeable  and  conformabU 
to  his  own,** 

I  have  no  doubt,  the  man  means  that  it  is 
the  Favourite,  who  is  to  form  fuch  a  glorious 
adminiftration  as  he  fpeaks  of;  and  upon 
what  principles  it  will  be  done  by  him,  we 
have  already  had  fufficient  proof :  but  from 
fuch  poifon  K^his  Patriotifm  has  appeared  to 
be  j—from  Minifters,  whofe  integrity  confifls 
in  conforming  to  his  principles,  defend  xts  | 

S"ch,  I  fay,  is  the  real  language  of  this 
Writer,  and  it  is  indeed  the  language  of  truth. 
I  know  he  fays,  the  late  Minfiers  flew  in  the 
face  of  their  Royal  Mafter ;  but  tjiat  is  only 
his  manner  of  fpeaking.  The  fadls  decide 
here.  Was  there  ever  greater  zeal  than  the 
late  Minifters   m^nifefted,    for    what   they 
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called  the  honour  of  the  King,  though  a  gteat 
part  of  the  nation  thought  it  was  no  ways 
concerned  in  the  affair?  And  perhaps  they 
could  produce  very  good  prpof,  that  they  did, 
not  at  that  time  contradid:  the  Royal  pleafure. 
They  brought  a  load  upon  themfelves,  by  the 
violent  profecution  of  that  caufe,  which  had 
well  nigh  overfet  them.  But  can  any  man 
fpecify  anovert  ad  of  the  late  adminiftration, 
that  was  ever  fb  much  as  Jndnuated  to  be 
a  ground  for  the  charge  of  flying  in  the  facq 
of  the  King,  or  in  which  hi?  mind  wa« 
forced,  till  the  bufinefs  of  the  Regency  Bill 
came  in  hand? 

That,  'tis  true,  brought  to  light  fome  part 
of  the  dark  fcenes,  and  gave  a  peep  through 
the  curtain.  But  before  that  time,  the  heads 
of  the  adminiftration  had  been  fufpeded  of 
fubmitting  to  the  influence  of  Lord  Bute : 
they  were  called  his  deputies  and  delegates. 
Their  defence  againfl:  that  accufation,  often 
made,  was  that  they  abjured  him;  and  had 
ewQtiflipuIated  his  removal  not  only  from  th* 
King's  councils,  but  from  his  rejidence,  when 
they  undertook  his  fervice  in  their  own 
p^rfons.  They  ftated  themfelves  to  be  in 
reality  what  they  were  officially ^  the  King's 
Minift:ers,  and  refponJiblediS  fuch :  they  found 
themfelves  at  lall  obliged  to  fay^  and  they 
did  it  publicly,  that  they  thought  it  was  as 
necelTary  as  fit,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  public 
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hu^mfsCs,  that  thofe  who  had  the  charge  of  it 
fhoiild  have  their  mafter's  confidence ;   anc* 
that   k  was  neither  decent  nor  expedient, 
that  gr^t  meafures  of  government,  highly 
mt^jefting  to  the  commonweal,    fhould  be 
concewed  an4  planned  without  the  partici- 
pation of  thoife  who,  fcy   their  offices,   are 
•nfwerable  both  for  the  propriety  and  th« 
focccfsof  theKmg*s  counlels.  They  believed 
fom^thing  more  wars  due  to  them  than  juft  ta 
be  eal/ed  uptm  to  execute  and  carry  through 
what  others,  to   whom  it  did   no/  belong, 
and  with  whom  they  had  no  communications, 
advifed,   and  projeifted.     Can  any  one  deny 
*his  to  be  the  language  of  fenfe,  and  reafon, 
and  the  natirre  of  the  conftitution  ? 

If  the  manner  in  which  the  aifair  of  tH 
Regency  was  produced,  the  hiftory  of  which 
is  how  no  fecret,  gave  thefe  Minifters  room 
to  think  the  King*s  confidence  was  not  where 
h  ought  tb  be,  ihe  event  has  juflified  their 
opinion.     But  what  was  their  condud  on 
that    occalidft?    They   would   not  rejed:    a 
falutary  meafure,  becaufe  they  were  not  the 
firft  advifed  with  upon  it:  they  adopted  the 
fchcme  with  all   that  duty  that  it  became 
fubjedls,  as  well  as  fervants,  to  receive  the 
rnotions  o{  the  King's  paternal  care  of  his 
people  and  family  :    they  even  admitted   a 
part  of  it,  which,  whoever  advifed,  gave  bad 
^nd  hazardous  counfel  to  the  CwJwn ;  and 

they 
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they  are  hardly  to  be  excufed  for  yielding,  4^ 
dare  fay  againft  their  opinion,  to  a  deviation 
frorti  the  only  compleat  model  upon  record, 
of  the  mo(l  recent  and  refpedlable  authority, 
in  fuffering  a  propofition  to  be  made  for  ah 
unexampled  encroachment  upon  the  moft 
inherent,  moft  fuhdafmerital,  and  moft  eflentiail 
rights  of  Parliament,  and  a  dangerous  precedent 
foranaddition  to  the  preteniions  of  the  Crown, 
by  entrufting  to  the  fole  and  fecret  nomination 
of  the  Prince  upon  the  Thronte  (who  may  not 
always  be  fo  worthy  of  confidence  as  hrs 
prefent  Majefty)  the  appointment  of  the 
perfon  to  exercife  the  regal  authority  for,  it 
may  be,  not  only  a  long  minority,  but  an 
iinnappy  fuccemon  of  them.  Will  this 
Writer  himfelf  fay  that,  in  this  inft:ance,  the 
late  Minifters  flew  in  the  face  of  their  Royal 
Maflerf  ' 

Does  he  then  mean  that  they  did  it,  by 
an  amendment  that  was  made  upon  the  firft 
draught  of  the  3ill,  and  was  authorifed  by 
a  meflage  figned  with  the  King's  own  hand, 
only  to  give  the  Princes  of  the  blood  a 
certain  place  in  the  council  of  Regency,  as 
the  great  offices  of  State  do  to  thofe  whq 
hold  them  ?  This,  I  can  conceive  to  have 
been  thought  a  flying  in  the  face  of  the 
Favourite,  who  was  thereby  put  to  wait 
till  a  vacancy  fhould  happen  in  the  number, 
before  he  could  be  named  one  of  the  Council. 
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fiut  as  the  amendment  was  an  inHifpenikblr 
»a  of  juftice  and  of  duty  to  the  Royal 
Family  itfelf :  fo  for  the  prefent  difappointw 
ment  it  occafioned  to  jLord  Bute,  pf  ^ 
frrnary  o6je^  o£  the  bill  as  frj  cortc^tei, 
perhaps  to  be  a  fort  of  pyei^tual  entail  of 
[power  or  influence  ^  I  believe  the  lat? 
Minifters  may,  with  great  i2,iQiy^  tajce  their 
trial  by  their  country, 

If  the^Writer  of  the  Letter  thinks  therf 
yet  remains  to  fupport  his  charge  of ^/w^ 
in  the  face  of  the  King,  the  other  Jjmendment 
made  to  obviate  a  doubt  ft^rted  cpnqexining 
the  extent  of  ^  the  RoyaJ^Pamily,  in.  regard 
to  the  capacity  of  beipg  Regent,  \^  may 
pleafe  to  recpllejlt,  that  the  douht  whict 
ibrced  the  amendment,  did  not.fpring  from 
any  member  of  the  adminiftration,  and 
thpugh  the  Secretary  of  State  who  brousi^t 
in  the  Bill,  did  afterwards  propofe  uie 
amendment,  which  w^s  unanimou%  agreed 
to,  he  did  it  not  till  after  he  coufcl  have^ 
and  certainly  had  the  communications,' 
which  were  underftood  to  be  his  authority 
for  offering  the  alteration ;  nor  even  quite 
fo  foon  as  he  might,  aftej^  he  had  thefe : 
for  fo  far  was  he  from  being  precipitant, 
that  our  Letter- writer  may  have  information 
from  Lord  Bute  himfelf,  that  he,  fitting  ii» 
the  houfe,  preffed  Lord  Halifax  to  propofe 
the  limiting  words  a  day  before  he  did  it, 

and 


APPENOlt. 


ttf 


ttnJ  idr  this  reafon  did  he  prefs  It,  as  he 
himfelf  faid,  that  it  would  make  an  end  of 
the  debate,  and  becaufe  he  knew  he  ther$ 
had  the  authority  ior  doing  it.  There  is 
furely  therefore,  as  Httle  ground  for  tho 
charge  in  this  article ;  and  if  the  amend- 
ment was  afterwards  confide^red  as  difagree- 
able  any  where,  and  therefore  caufed  to  be 
amended,  perhaps,  with  more  of  indelicacy 
than  of  true  re/peB  both  to  the  King,  ana 
his  family,  the  Minifters  (hewed  themfelves 
ready  and  zealous  to  enforce  and  make 
effectual  the  fuppofed  compliment  to  his 
1 becaufe  it  was  urged  under  that  notion. 

The  annals  of  the  late  adminiftration  do 
not  furniih  another  adl  which  our  Author 
can  charge  to  his  purpofe,  except  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Madcenzie,  the  brother;  and  of 
Lord  Holland,  the  coadjutor,  and  trufty 
counfellor  of  the  Favourite,  unlefs  it  be  that 
they  agreed  all  to  go  out  together,  rather 
than  any  one  of  them  to  enlifl:  under  Lord 
Bute*s  banner:  which  I  fancy  the  Writer  of 
the  Letter  has  an  eye  to,  as  one  of  thefe 
jfrange  and  ufinatural  connexions  to  which 
Parties  often  owe  their  Jire?igth. 

Thefe  removals,  and  efpecially  Mr. 
^ackenzie*s,  I  have  admitted  was  fiying 
in  the  face  of  the  Favourite:  it  touched  htm 
in  the  apple  of  his  eye,  and  was  both  the 
Hgn  and  the  completion  of  Rebellion  againft 

him 
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him :  the  Minifters  theftby  declared  otfert 
war  agamft  that    influence,    and    avowed 

tZ  nf  H'  ?"'  -"^^'^  ^^"^  this  done? 
Not  t,ll  after  the   ftorm   of   Lord  Bute's 

venpnce  had  broke  upon  their  head,   fo? 

daring  to  deny  their  dependence  upon,  and 

prefuming  to  renounce  allegiance  ^d  fub- 

miffion.  though  the  counfels  of  the  fecret 
advifers  were  fo  prepoilerous.  that  no  pro. 
Miniftr'  ^  fucceffion  of  the 

iJ^)^'f^^l'  l^  ^'^  '■^"'^'^  far  concluding 
the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion.  was  to  forwarf 

his  own  removal,  by  an  adjourntnetit  of  the 
«uW  be  fettled.     Their  places  were  brought 

Wlc  "°H*"  v"l-  .Th^"  *«y  ^«e  called 
back,  «nd,  ,f  what  is  generally  faid  be  true, 
at  the  very  moment  that  a  treaty  was  ftill 
going  on  with  offers  of  the  adminiftratioa 
to  others,  not  clofed,    but  even  continued 

fo  called,  only  becaufe  none  were  then  found 

ft^  f  V  "  '°T'  i^^y  °'"^«  """^e  took  a 
trefh  leafe,  as  they  had  done,  after  the  like 
negociation,  in  September  176?,    and  the 

W"  °^w'C  ^''^^"^-^-'  y;d?henew 
bargain  which  was  infilled  upon  for  the 
«ledared  purpofes  that  have  been  mentioned. 

They 
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They  Went  no  farther,  and  it  was  going  no- 
great  length  ;  far  from  carrying  things  with 
a  high  hand,  when  the  humiliation  muft 
have  been  enough  almoft  to  admit  of  any 
thing.  It  was  a  fort  of  a  further  trial  tc?, 
enforce  the  pise^a  conventa  againft  the 
Favourite^s  influence,  the  infractions  of 
Which  they  had  fecn  and  felt. 

This,  to  be  fure,  had  the  appearance  of 
giving  a  blow  to  the  Favourite:  but  the 
wounded  ferpent,  from  the  inftant,  rallied 
his  ftrength,  and  returned  to  the  charge; 
and  one  moment  was  not  toil,  from  the 
time  of  the  apparent  reconciliation  and  re^ 
eftabli£hment  of  the  old  Miniflry,  till  their 
total  overthrow  was  accomplifhed.  The 
interim  Was  a  perfed  fede  vacante^  nothing 
done,  nor  indeed  could  be  done  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  except  giving  away  fome  things 
that  fell,  by  the  difpofition  of  which  the 
Minifters  could  not  but  fee  the  power  was 
departed  from  them.  So  that  it  may  be 
truly  faid,  Mr.  Mackenzie's  removal  was 
almoft  the  laft  adt  of  the  late  Miniftry. 

For  this  facft,  clearly,  they  were  executed, 
when  their  reprieve  expired.  Neither  their 
public  condudt,  nor  the  private  characftersr 
of  any  of  them,  had  the  leall:  hand  in 
their  deftrudion :  They  did  not  die  for 
violations  of  liberty-,  to  expiate  general 
'Warrants t  feizure  of  papers ^    reJlri£iions  of 
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the  Privilege^  and  fecurity  of  Parlmmenf  t 
reftraint  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Prefs^ 
rigorous  crown  profecutions  i  informations  for 
conjlrudiive  contempts ;  ejfoins^  privilege^  and 
other  objirudiions  to  the  courje  of  juftice, 
Thefe,  with  all  their  attendants  and  con- 
fequences,  whether  juftly  et  unjuftly  laid 
at  their  door,  does  not  matter  to  the  prefent 
purpofe,  were  blafts  which  they  had  wea- 
thered I  and  they  could  not  with  any  reafon 
come  as  charges,  at  leaft  from  the  grand 
enemy. 

It  was  not  their  unpopularity ^  nor  Canada 
Bills,  the  Manilla  ranfom^  the  Demolition  of 
Dunkirk,  encroachments  in  the  Jljhing  of 
Newfoundland,  or  difturbances  in  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  nothing  of 
the  foreign  fyjlem,  or  domejlic  management  o( 
affairs,  that  haftened  thefe  Minifters  to  thtir 
end.  They  were  not  offered  up  to  the 
complaints,  the  cries,  nor  the  ivi/^es  of  the 
people.  Neither  were  they  vidims  to  the 
refentment  oi  foreign  courts ^  as  fometimes 
has  been  the  fate  of  Minifters:  for  the 
Minifters  refident  here,  from  thofe  powers, 
whofe  averfion  would  not  be  a  bad  rule* 
for  our  choice,  were  foolifh  enough  at  the 
time  openly  to  fpeak  out  their  apprehenfions 
of  a  change,  declaring,  in  a  manner  as 
infolent  as  mdecent,  but  that  fhould  indeed 
give  us  a  lelTon,    if  we  had  ears  to  hear, 
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tlikt  their  courts  would  confider  the  re- 
inftating  of  Mr.  P.  as  little  (hort  of  a 
declaration  of  war,  and  would  prepare 
themfelves  accordingly. 

The  late  admin iftration  had  not  fallefl  in 
what  is  commonly  called  the  King's  fer- 
vice  :  one  feffion  was  got  over  after  another; 
a  great  and  growing  majority  ;  deferters  daily 
coming  in  ;  following  the  ^ai;^/  and  t\\QjiJhes: 
and  oppofition  dwindled  into  nothing,  by 
the  impatience,  unlleadinefs  and  incapacity 
of  its  rotten  part. 

If  this  be  a  true  flate  of  the  cafe,  and  in 
truth  it  is,  let  any  fgund  thinking  perfon 
only  aik  his  own  mind,  what  refle(5lions  it 
prefents  to  him?  What  comfort  does  a 
change  of  adminiftration  for  fuch  a  caufe, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  and  by  fuch  in- 
flruments,  minifter  to  the  people  of  England  ? 
Can  it  give  any  fatisfaiftion  even  to  thofe 
who  moft  wiflied  for  a  change  of  Miniftry  ? 
Men  long  to  fee  government  once  more 
refume  its  wonted  ftability  and  dignity: 
even  the  foolifh  third  of  novelty  has  almoft 
been  fatiated,  we  have  had  fo  many  changes : 
I  believe  the  feals  have  one  way  or  other 
fhifted  hands  eight  or  ten  times  within  thefe 
two  or  three  years.  But  at  this  rate  nothing 
can  be  permanent. 

There  was  a  wilh  for  a  change  of  the 
Minillry  :  but  a  change  on  fuch  a  principle 
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as  this  has   been  made  is  only  more  to  be 
regretted,  than  the  continuance  of  the  thine 
that    was    itfelf  dilliked.      Parties  produce 
changes,  and  we  expeft  them  as  the  natural 
^tfe<5t  of  a  natural  caufe ;  nor  do  we  defirc 
to  be  without   parties  to  occafion   changes. 
I  do  not  mean  parties  in  principle,  which 
are  diftrefs  and  ruin  ;  but  parties  in  opinion, 
in  friendfhips,  connexions,  and  attachments. 
Parties  of  that  fort  are  but  ventilators   to 
fan  the  conftitution,  and  purify  adminiftra- 
tion.     They  overturn  one  another  by  fupe- 
riontyof  ftrength,  excellence  of  fy ftem,  or 
advantage    in    abilities:    and    while    thefe 
thmgs  hold  the  balance  of  power,  oppofition 
will  Itfelf  be  a  means  of  fafety,  and  an  in- 
ftrument  of  the  public  good.     The  conteft 
muft  both  regulate  and  eftimate    the  con- 
tenders :  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  Minifters 
m  fuch   a   cafe,  will  moft  probably  be  for 
she  true  mtereft  of  the  nation,  as  thofe  will 
prevail  who  have  the  moft  influence,  that  is 
ftand  beft  by  their  country,  are  ableft  to  ferve 
her,  and  adopt  the  moft  approved  meafures. 

But  when  a  Favourite  lords  it  over  every 
thing,  all  Parties  are  loft  in  the  vortex  of 
his  power,  all  alike  debafed  and  funk.  No- 
thing can  Ihine  but  from  the  reflexion  of 
his  favour:  fycophants  and  parafites  only 
silcend  :  all  contention  is  occupied  in  ftudy- 
iiig  his  will,  and  courting  his  fmiles.     He 

choofes 


choofes  thofe  who  will  beft  ferve  ^im :  and 
mftead  of  adbors,  we  have  puppets  :  th& 
Minifters  of  the  Crown  are  the  flaves  of  a 
minion ;  obedience  to  whom  is  the  only  teft 
of  fitnefs,  and  ftipplenefs  the  beft  qualifi- 
cation for  employment.  This  we  have  feenv 
fully  verified  before  our  eyes. 

The  fall  of  the  late  Miniflry,  proves 
what  it  was  that  made  them  fland  fo  long 
againft  all  the  external  (hocks  they  fuffered  ; 
it  (hews  what  will  make  any  otJber  underga 
the  fame  fate  that  they,  at  laft,  did.  They 
lived  by  permifi!ion,  and  were  extingui(hed 
by  a  puff  of  the  fame  breath  that  gave  them 
exiftence. 

;  The  beft  adminiftration  has  lefs  fecurity 
againft  this  invifible  power  than  the  worft  j 
and  there  can  be  no  good  one  that  Will 
not  fin  after  the  fimilitude  of  that  offence 
which  proved  mortal  to  the  laft.  This 
fecret  lever  will  move  the  ftrongeft  building 
that  does  not  reft  upon  the  odious  founda- 
tion of  Favour itifm.  In  September  1763, 
one  (hake  was  given;  but  as  there  might 
then  be  hopes,  the  judgment  was  fufpended^ 
to  try  the  fruits  of  that  fevere  admonition 
to  repentance  :  in  May  1765,  the  ftroke  was 
more  violent,  becaufe  the  iniquity  was  by 
that  time  come  to  a  defperate  height  j  and 
laft  of  all,  the  meafure  .being  full,  the 
execution  of  the  fentence  of  excifion  could 
no  longer  be  delayed. 

Q..a  There 
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There  are  Minifters  whofe  encigy  the 
nation  has  experienced,  dnd  to  them  their 
confidence  is  attached.  They  defire  to  fee 
the  glorious  names  reflored,  that  can  give 
weight  to  our  counfels,  and  force  to  our 
treaties:  whofe  credit  will  engage  the 
alliances  of  our  friends,  and  their  terror 
awe  the  difpofitions  of  our  enemies.  Thefe 
might  prelerve  peace  abroad,  and  bring 
back  domeftic  tranquillity ;  fettle  things  upon 
a  found  bottom,  and  improve  the  ftate  of 
quiet,  to  make  provifion  for  the  evil  day, 
when  the  clouds  that  are  always  gathering 
may  chance  to  break.  The  remonftrances 
and  reprefentations  of^fuch  Minifters  would 
not  need  to  be  often  repeated  in  any  court 
In  Europe.  But  while  their  inflexibility, 
and  the  Favourite *s  power  continues,  our 
hopes  are  cut  off. 

One  might  naturally  enough  afk  here, 
what  guarantee  the  prefent  Minifters  have 
got?  Have  they  gone  to  the  only  office 
there  is  to  enfure  them  ?  Or  do  they  take 
the  rifk  upon  themfelves  ? 
'  This  Writer  tells  us,  thofe,  riow  in  the 
^reat  ports  of  the  kingdom,  owe  their  prefer* 
ment  to  Lord  Temple's  declining,  and  to 
the  Dt/ke  of  B—^df- — iV  continuing  in  fuch 
a  behavtQt/r^  as  no  private  man  could  have 
Juffercd  in  any  one  of  his  if\feriors. 

So  far  I  mull:  agree  with  this  Writer,  that 
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the  choice  of  the  new  Miniftry  was  invohirt" 
tary.  Certainly  others  refufed  before  they 
had  It  in  their  power  to  accept.  Even  they 
themfelves,  we  are  (to  fpeak  in  our  author's 
flile)  affured^  did  refufe  only  thrice  before 
they  accepted  :  not  indeed,  it  may  be  believed 
from  any  relucftance  to  batten  upon  the  good 
things  of  government,  but  from  a  confciouf- 
nefs,  that  in  'thefe  circumftances,  it  was 
Jikely  to  turn  as  little  to  their  own  account, 
as  it  feemed  to  be  for  any  good  purpofe  to 
the  publick. 

So  often,  if  what  is  faid  be  true,  and  it 
has  not  been  denied,  did  the  new  Minifters 
decline  j  and,  as  it  is  added,  they  very  earneftly 
prefTed  the  firft  recufants  to  ferve  under 
the  Favourite's  undeniable  lieutenant,  who 
was  originally  held  out  as  the  general  under 
whom  they  were  to  enlift.  A  better  proof 
could  not  be  given,  that  they  only  defired 
to  profit  of  greater  ftrcngth  than  their  own, 
to  fecure  a  portion  of  office  to  themfelves. 

Thefe  things  are  by  no  means  new.  It 
is  rarely  we  lee  men  great  enough  to  decline 
the  employments  of  the  State,  when  the 
means  are  not  left  of  ferving  their  country. 
But  more  commooly  we  find  people  out  of 
office,  only  becaufe  they  cannot  by  any 
means  get  into  it :  and  thefe  are  always 
ready  to  run  into  Court  on  the  firft  opening 
of  the  door ;  leaving  behind  them  all  they 
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profeft,    when  without,  that  they   may  be 


fervice. 


the  more  nimbk    

This   was  remarkably   ...^   ,„.^    „„pc   ana 
tvventy  years  ago-.[i^42]_and   has  been 
olten  fince,    upon  fimilar  occafions.     It   is 
therefore  no  wonder  it  fliould  be  fo  now 
It  vviU  always  be  the  fame,  with  the  fame 
perfons     as  long  as  they  live,  and  with  all 
of  a  like  fort      The  only  maxim  many  are 
governed  by.  ,s  to  follow  the  carcafe.  as  all 
ravens  do.      Weather-cocks   and  nop-gats 
even  to  a  mck-name,  are  ever  at  hanS:  and 
the  example  of  the  old  teaches  the  young : 
Sk placet.  Anmelius quishabetfuadere?fecunia 

•r '^"tem  Qccuf are  quid moramuralitef 

Thus  has  an  eagemefs  to  have  overconft 
the  fears  of  tahng,  and   the  fufpicions  of 

^"L-i  "''!"; ¥i'  and  thus  we  have  got 
a  Mmiftry  tnjp.te  of  it/elf,  if  I  ^zy  borrow 
the  words  of  the  Letter:  a  new  Minijlry 
begot  by  the  Favourite's  refentment  againft 
the  a/^.   upon  the  hunger  of  their  fuccelbrs : 

fi"  ITJ"^  y"  •^°"8'^'  '°  be  little  better 
than/^//.^<,r«.  It  is  however,  the  form  of 
!.  Muuftry  or  will  be,  if  it  gets  time  to  be 
compleated  How  the  Prometkean  fire  is 
to  be  brought  down  from  heaven  to  animate 
It,   1  know  not. 

.  Our  complaint  againft  the  new  Minifters 
IS  not  for  what  they  have  done,  but  that 
pothing  h^s  ever  been  done  by  them,   to 
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give  us  room  to  expect  any  thing  from 
them ;  and  that  they  have  undertaken  what 
they  confefs  they  are  not  able  to  do.  At 
this  rate,  we  may  take  half  a  dozen  grena- 
diers out  of  the  guards,  and  make  Minifters 
of  them,  and  with  this  fort  of  language 
amufe  the  people,  till  the  nation  is  undone. 

The  tone  was  the  fame  when  Lord  Bute 
took  the  lead,  with  his  chofen  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Give  him  but  a  trial ; 
do  not  judge  him  before  he  has  done  good 
or  evil.  We  have  feen,  and  (hall  ever  have 
reafon  to  lament  the  effeds  of  that  blejfed 
adminiftration.  But  there  is  this  difference, 
too  between  the  two  cafes  : '  thofe  who  were 
hired  to  trumpet  Lord  Bute's  praifes,  cried 
him  up  as  a  man  of  incomparable  (though 
they  were  then  unknown)  abilities.  Hq 
bad  formed  the  King,  and  none  fitter  to 
govern  the  State.  Thefe  people  are  fo  much 
the  more  wonderful  in  their  excefs  of  folly,, 
that  they  confefs,  and  proclaim  their  own 
ability.  They  bear  witnefs  againft  them^ 
felves,  and  their  witnefs  muft  be  true  :  out 
of  their  own  mouths  they  are  condemned. 

Did  they  not  refufe  the  adminiftratioa 
over  and  over  again,  becaufe  they  owned 
they  were  not  equal  to  the  charge  ?  Whence 
got  they  their  new  light  ?  Their  language 
ever  iince  they  came  into  office,  is  a  wifh 
that   Lord  Temple    and    Mr.  Pitt    would 
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relieve    them    of  the   weight   they  cannot 
fuftain. 

We  have  feen  in  our  own  day,    the  likeil 
thing  to  an   interregnum  in  adminiftration, 
an  abfohite  blank  in  the  Miniftry,  the  King 
keeper  of  his  own  Seals  for  three  months : 
but  as  it  was  a  fmgular  incident,  and  marked 
a  very  extraordinary  fituation  of  affairs,  fo  it 
produced  indeed  marvellous  effeds — an  ad- 
miniftration  of  unparalleled   harmony,    and 
the  moft  firm  and  glorious  that  ever  exifted  ; 
the  fame  of  which  will  refound  to  the  lateft 
ages,  as  long  as  there  remains  a  faithful  page 
of  hiftory  to  record  its  illuftrious  ads.  There 
was  at  leaft  as  little  hazard  of  late,  as  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  if  an  unaccountable  fatality 
had  again  driven  us  to  fo  uncommon  a  chafm. 
The  wound  would  foon  haveclofed,  without 
leaving  a  fear  where  the  ftiaft  pafled :   and 
the  confequences  might  have  been  defirabl^ 
and  happy,  as  in  the  former  inftance. 

An  ignorant  or  unlkilful  fteerfman  cannot 
be  lefs  JDcrilous,  and  will  probably  be  morq 
deftrudive,  than  the  want  of  one  al together  j 
Of  the  firft  the  event  (hall  tell :  the  laft  needed 
not  at  all  to  have  been  the  cafe,  and  would  not 
have  been  it  long ;  though  thefe  generous- 
hearted  gentlemen  had  not  flown  fo  haftily  tQ 
the  rudder.  Little  was  required  of  them  :  it 
was  only  to  let  it  alone ;  the  fitteil  thing,  at 
any  rate,  for  them  to  have  done,     Had  they 
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been  wife  enough  to  have  taken  that  part,  it 
needs  no  divination  to  fay,  and  it  may  without 
any  doubt  be  affirmed,  what  would  have 
happened.  The  malady  would  foon  have 
worked  its  own  cure  :  all  obftacles  would 
have  been  efre(5lually  removed ;  and  an 
adminiftration  fettled  upon  a  found  bottom, 
fatisfad:ory  to  the  people,  and  for  the  real 
benefit  of  the  nation. 

We  know  the  Cabinet  has  been  poifoned 
with  Lord  Bute's  fyftem ;  and  that  this  has 
been  one  of  the  great  obflacles  in  the  way  of 
getting  back  to  the  public  fervice  thofe 
Minifters  to  whom  the  eyes  of  all  England 
look.  Indeed  the  fyftem  was  taken  up,  as 
the  heft  method  of  expelling  them,  in  order 
to  compafs  Lord  Bute's  great  objedb,  of 
engroding  the  whole  power  of  this  country 
into  his  own  hands  :  and  difficult  as  it  might 
have  appeared  to  be,  to  fall  upon  a  fyftem 
that  could  have  inverted  the  ftate  of  this 
country,  in  the  midft  of  the  unanimity  and 
fuccefs,  in  which  Lord  Bute  found  us,  when 
he  firft  came  upon  the  political  ftage,  hewas 
wonderfully  fuccefsful  in  his  attempt,  to  get 
pofleffion  of  the  reins  of  government. 

Fonhat  Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  were 
forced  from  the  King's  counfels,  by  an  advice 
of  which  the  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain 
was  a  moft  ample  vindication,  though  it  was 
a  laboured  apojogy  for  oppofipg  it.    For  that 
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the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  after  having  been 
inducecl  to  concur  in  chafing  away  Mr.  Pitt, 
was  himfelf   difmifled    with   ignominy,    to 
leave  in  fole  pofTeflion  the  Favourite,  whom 
his  Grace  had  thought  fit,  by  an  aB  of  his  own^ 
to  bring  into  a  minifterial  office,  to  counter- 
balance the  weight  of  Mr.  Pitt.  For  that  we 
got  a  glorious  peace,  and  bought  from  our/elves 
an  approbation  of  it,  becaufe   we  were  not 
able  to  carry  on  a  war,  the  fucceffes  of  which 
had  almoft  made  an  end  of  its  expence.     For 
that  we  diflblved  our  natural  alliances  abroad, 
and    renounced    all    connexions    with    the 
common  caufe  of  Liberty,  and  the  indepen- 
dency of  Europe,  becaufe  we  are  powerful 
enough    to    fland    alone,  againll:    the   moft 
formidable  union  we  ever  faw  of  our  enemies. 
For  that  a  door  was   opened  without  dif- 
tindion  at  home  to  all  the  enemies  of  the 
K — 's  family,  becaufe  that  was  the  only  way 
to  root  out  Jacobitifm,  and  to  introduce  into 
places,  thofe  who  feemed  to  think  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  a  Stuart,  to  which  their  new 
loyalty  was  confined,  was  the  next  thing  to  a 
reign  of  that  name.     And  ivith  all  thefe  Lord 
Bute  might,  for   ought   I  know,  have  yet 
been  the  Miniiler  himfelf  if  his   want   of 
courage  had  not  done  more  for  us  than  our 
own  virtue, 
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ORIGIN  OF  HEREDITARY  NOBILITY. 

1  HE  celebrated  civilian,  Francis  Hotoman, 
who  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of 
his  age,  gives  us  the  caufe  of  making 
hereditary  the  order  of  Nobility  in  France. 
In  his  work,  entitled  Franco-Gallia,  which 
is  now  very  fcarce,  written  in  the  year  i  cnx 
he  fays, "^         ^ '^* 

•'  We  muft  not  omit  making  mention  of 
**  the  cunning  device  made  ufe  of  by  \{u<r\\ 
•*  Capet,  for  eftablifhing  himfelf  in  his  ne^vv 
♦*  dominion.-^[OfKingofFrance,tfw/o987.] 
"  For,  whereas,  all  the  magiflracies  ;u)d 
••  honoiirsof  the  kingdom,  fuch  as  Dukedoms, 
**  Earldoms,  &c.  had  been  hitherto,  from. 
•*  antient  times,  conf  .d  upon  feleB  and 
•*  deferving  perfons  in  the  general  conventions 
**  of  the  people,  and  were  held  on/v  during 
•'  good  behaviour  ;  whereof  (as  the  lawyers 
•*  exprefs  it)  they  were  but  befiejiciaries : 
•*  Hugh  Capet,  in  order  to  fecure  to  himfelf 
*•  the  afFedions  of  the  great  men,  was  the 
^'  firjl  that  made  thofe  honours  perpetual ^ 
**  which  were  formerly  but  temporary:  and 
•*  ordained,  that  fuch  as  obtained  them  Ihould 
"  have  an  hereditary  right  in  them,  and  might 
♦•leave  them  io  their  children. —Of  this,  fee 

♦*  Francifcus 
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•*  Francifcus  Conanus,  the  civilian,  comment 
••  ii.  chap,  ix." 

.    It  is  iingular,  that  this  fad  has  efcaped  the 
notice  of  mofl  of  the  French  hiftorians. 


Account  of  the  Duel  between  Mr.  Wiiately 
and  Mr,  Temple, 


A 


From  the  Public  AJvcrtifcr,  rf  September  4,    1773. 


.S  Mr.  George  Whately,  the  banker,  has 
hitherto  dcchneddifcoveringhowthe  lettersof 
MefTrs.  Hutchinfon  and  Ohver,  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  England,  were 
obtained  by  the  Boftpn  fadfion,  (by  which  his 
condua;  appears  highly  problematical,  if 
he  is  innocent,)  permit  me  to  communicate, 
through  the  channel  of  yo^ir  paper,  the  flory 
he  circulates  in  private,  although  he  chufes, 
for  reafons  beft  known  to  himfelf,  to  withhold 
it  from  the  public. 

Mr.  Secretary  Whately  diecj  in  June,  1772* 
In  the  Oaober  following,  ^nativeof  Bolbn, 
refident  in  London,  not  if  hundred  miles  from 
Great  George-ftreet,  applied  to  Mr.  George 
Whately  for  feme  letters  he '  had  formerly 
Avritten  from  America  to  his  dcceafed  brother. 
The  banker  immediately  produced  feveral 
parcels,  containing  letters  from  different 
American    gentlemen,    particularly    MefTrs, 

Hutchinfou 
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Hutchlnfon  and  Oliver.  The  wily  Boftonian, 
"who  is  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  above 
gentlemen  (a  circumftance  then  unknown  to 
Mr.  Whately)  next  afked  his  permiflion  tcf 
perufe  their  letters,  to  which  Mr.  Whately, 
not  fufpedting  any  harm,  readily  confented. 
The  Boftonian  was  then  left  in  the  room 
alone  until  he  had  fatisfied  his  curiofity.  Mr. 
Whately  does  not  charge  this  Boftonian  with 
having  conveyed  away  any  of  the  above 
letters,  but  he  abfolutely  avers  that  no  other 
perfon  had  accefs  to  them  from  the  time  of 
his  brother's  death  to  this  inftant.  When 
therefore  this  Boftonian*s  charatlcr,  as  well 
2&  former  conduft  in  life,  his  mveteracy  to  the 
letter  writers,  as  well  as  his  clofe  comteBion 
with  fome  of  the  leading  men  in  oppofition 
at  Bofton,  are  fully  confidered,  1  believe  that 
no  one  will  be  at  a  lofs  to  unravel  this 
myfterious  affair. 


>l'l 
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From  the  fame  of  November  25 ,   1 773. 
To  M^\f.  Bernard,  Knox  j/z^Mauduit. 


GENTLEMEN, 


JrlAD  I  not  been  in  the  country,  the 
refutation  of  your  joint  performance  would 
have  appeared  fooner.     Though  I  was  not  the 

immediate 
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immediate  inftrument  of  bringing  to  lighf 
thofe  letters  which  have  opened  a  fcene  of 
Villany  almoft  incredible,  yet  I  am  fo  par- 
ficularly  acquainted  with  that  tranfadion  as 
to  affirm,  you  have  falfely  and  wickedly 
adduced  Mr.  Whately*s  authority,  to  charge 
it  upon  fome  gentleman  living  in  or  near 
Great  George-ftreet.  Why  you  fhould  fix 
upon  a  gentleman  there  particularly,  I  cannot 
conceive,  unlefs  it  be  that  fuch  a  gentleman 
had  the  honour  of  detedling  the  malefadlions 
of  the  corrupt  Bernard,  and  bringing  him  to 
fliame. 

To  put  you  to  filence  at  once  I  affirm,  that 
the  letters  which  were  fent  to  Bofton,  have 
not  fince  his  brother's  death  been  in  the 
polTcfFion  of  Mr.  Whately,  the  banker, 
'i/honi  you  ignorantly  call  George.  Let  him 
contradid:  me  if  my  aflertion  be  untrue. 

If  it  would  anfwer  any  public  purpofe,  the 
gentleman,  who  really  procured  thofe  letters, 
and  whom,  with  all  your  little  low   united 
cunning  you  will  never  difcover,  would  not 
hefitate  to  declare  himfelf.     At  prefent  he  is 
content  to  enjoy  in  concealment  the  approbation 
of  all  good  men,    for  having  difcovered  the 
wicked  authors  of  thofe  incendiary  informa- 
tions which  threatened  the  deftrudlion  of  both 
Countries.    The  fubtle  fpies,  the  fecret  traitors 
Hand  now  contcll ;  and  the  mercenary  motives 
of  their  conduclil  are  manifeft.  The  Americans 

are 
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«re  fully  fatisiied,  that  the  fevere  meafures  of 
this  country  arofe  from  thefe  mifinformations 
which,  joined  with  a  convidtion  of  our  having 
been  impofed  upon,  has  produced  a  mutual 
turn  to  reconciliation.  Thefe  are  the  happy 
confequences  of  the  detedlion  of  thofe  letters  • 
confequences  which  ^0^^,  who  have  laboured 
equally  with  their  wicked  authors,  fo  arm  the 
parent  hand  againjl  the  child,  moft  cordially 
lament.  ^ 

The  natural  union  will  now  be  reftored— 
England  will  return  to  her  old  good^humour, 
America  to  her  former  reverence  and  af- 
fedlion,  mrnmerce  will  again  flourifli,  and 
wefhal)  id  together  the  bulwark  of  religion 
and  liberty  againil  the  world  in  arms.  The 
Bernards  and  the  Hutchinfons  will  be  the 
propitious  facrifices  to  feal  this  union,  and 
render  it  immortal. 

To  you.  Gentlemen,  thefe  events  are  as 
hateful  in  profped:  as  they  will  be  fatal  in 
reality.  You  live  only  in  the  unnatural 
contention  between  the  two  countries.  Your 
interefts  therefore,  as  much  as  your  malignities, 
prompt  you  to  ftir  it  up;  and  to  purfue  thofe 
with  unremitting  rancour  who  endeavour  to 
compofe  it. 

Were  it  polllble  your  induftry  could  point 

out  the  man  who  really  furnifhed  to  America 

thofe  letters,  from  which   fuch  benefits  will 

happi%  flow,  it  would  ferve  only  to  fix  the 
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gratitude  of  the  public  upon  its  proper  objeA* 
The  public  would  ered  a  monument  to  him, 
borne  upon  the  fervile  heads  of  Bernard, 
HutchinfoU;  Oliver,  and  Knox.  It  would 
thus  ftand  as  a  perpetual  memorial,  that  his 
reputation  was  raifed  upon  the  bafenefs  and 
turpitude  of  the  common  enemies  to  England 
and  America. 

A  Member  of  Parliament. 


k; 


To  the  Gentleman  whojtgns  A  Member 
OF  Parliament. 


As  the  Gentlemen,  whom  your  Member^ 
Ihip  has  thought  fit  to  honour  with  your  corre- 
fpondence  in  the  Public  iidvertifer  of  Novem- 
ber 25,  do  not  feem  to  think  your  compofition 
worthy  of  an  anfwer,  I  prefume,  from  fome 
knowledge  I  have  of  the  matters  on  which 
you  found  your  epiftle,  to  addrefs  you.  ' 

You  pretend  indeed  not  to  be  **  the 
immediate  inftrument,"  but  only  privy  to 
it.  But,  fay  you,  that  privity  enables  you 
to  affirm  that  thefe  letters  were  never  in 
Mr.  Whately*s  hands  fmce  his  brother's 
death.  Mr.  Whately  cannot  pofitively  dif- 
prove  your  affertion,  for  you  ki;iow  the  very 
nature  of  the  tranfadion  precludes  any 
pofitive  evidence.     Such  evidence,  hovv^ever, 
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tfS  the  matter  will  bear,  Mr.  Whately  has 
given  in  the  following  account,  which,  to 
the  heft  of  my  recollection,  correfponds  in 
every  material  circumftance  with  the  account 
which  Mr.  Whately's  candour  and  politenefs 
has  mduced  him  to  repeat  to  fuch  Gentle- 
men as  have  applied  for  information  how 
thefe  letters  came  to  be  publifhed. 

*  Some  time  after  the  late  Mr.  Whately's 

•  death,   Mr.  John  Temple  applied  to  Mr. 

•  Whately  the  Banker,  telling  him  that  he 

•  was  a  correfpondent  of   his  late  brother, 

•  and  has  he  had  in  the  courfe  of  the  cor- 

•  refpondence    exprelTed  his    opinion   upon 

•  leveral   regulations   propofed   in  America, 

•  he   wifhed  to  perufe  them  again,    as  he 

•  expected  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Miniftry 
'  i?r  ^^^^  ^'^  fentiments  upon  that  fubjed. 

•  Mr.  Whately  brought    into    the  room   a 

•  large  file,  indorfed  American  Letters,  and 

•  gave  them  into  Mr.  John  Temple's  hands 
'  to  look  over,  who  faid,  **  I  fee  here  are 
"  Jf  "ers  from  Governor  Hutchinfon  and 
*^Mr.  Oliver,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
•'what  they  have    wrote    upon   the   fame 

fubjec^."     Mr.  Whately  gave  permiffion, 
and  being  prefently  after  called  out  of  the 

•  room,  left  Mr.  John  Temple  perufing  the 

•  letters.     After  a  ihort  time,  Mr.  Whatel/ 

•  returned  into  the  room,  when  Mr.  Temple 

•  thanked  him  for  his  politenefs,  and  went 

•  away.' 
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Mr.  Whately  has  alfo  faid,  that  no  man 
but  Mr.  John  Temple  has  had  any  acceis  to 
this  file  of  letters  fmce  his  brother's  death, 
I  mean  only  to  relate  a  plain  ftory,  and 
whether  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  of 
thefe  letters  have  been  taken  out  of  the  file 
or  no,  or  whatever  other  confequences  may 
be  deduced  from  it,  I  leave  to  your  Member- 
fhip  and  the  reader. 

New- England  Coffee-houfe,        ANTENOR. 
Nov,  29,  1773. 


From  /y6^  Public  Advertiser. 

XlAVING  read  in  your  paper  of  this 
day  an  imputation  upon  my  character  under 
the  fignature  of  Antenor,  I  called  on  Mr. 
Whately  the  Banker,  whofe  name  is  men- 
tioned, to  know  whether  he  had  authorifed 
that  charge,  or  avowed  the  truth  of  the 
pretended  fads  on  which  it  is  founded. 
Mr.  Whately  totally  difclaimed  them,  and 
denied  that  he  had  authorifed  any  perfon 
to  ufe  his  name,  or  knew  the  writer.  I- 
thcn  read  to  him  the  flate  of  fadis  relative 
tome  in  the  faid  paper;  all  of  which  he 
acknowledged  were  fiilfe,  except  that,  about 
a  year  ago,  he  gave  me  feme  letters  of  my 
own,    written     to    his    late    brother  when 
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Secretary  to  the  Ti^eafui^;  and  that  we  had 
togetheK  read  fome  other  letters  from  Gen- 
tlemen in  America,  but  none  of  thofe  lately 
publifhed  of  Meffrs.  Hutchinfon,  Oliver, 
Paxton,  &c.  which  Mr.  Whately  affured 
me  he  had  never  feen  till  they  appeared  in 
print. 

Anonymous  attacks  are  not  to  be  regarded ; 
but  if  no  notice  were  taken  of  them  when 
names  are  mentioned,  concealed  villains  might 
in  fome  meafure  «infvver  their  infamous 
purpofes. 

Great  George^Street^  J.  TEMPLE. 

Dec,  8,  1773. 


Trom  the  Same, 


1  HAVE  hitherto  declined  publiOiing  any 
thing  relating  to  the  letters  of  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver  and  others  to  my 
late  brother,  and  my  intention  was  not  to 
interfere  in  print  on  the  fubjedt,  nor  have 
I  been  privy  to,  or  know  the  authors  of 
any  of  the  paragraphs  or  letters  that  have 
found  theix  way  into  the  papers  on  the 
occailon  ;  but  Mr.  Temple  by  his  publication 
of  this  day  appears  to  me  to  make  me  a  party 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  calls  upon  me  to  flate 
the  proceCdiHg  between  us,  left  my  filence 
fhould   be   conftrued   as    an  affent   to  that 
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publication.     Mr.  Temple  began   the  con- 
verfation  that   pafled   between  us  yefterday 
by  aflcing  if  I  was  privy  to  the  letter  unde^ 
the  fignature  of  Antenor  ?     I  afTured  him 
I  was  not,  nor  did  I  in  the  leaft  know  the 
author.     He  proceeded  to  point  out  feveral 
particulars  in  the  flate  of  facfls  as  contained 
m  that  letter,  and    to   which  he  objeded  ; 
fuch  as  his   declining  to  re-perufe  his  cor- 
refpondence    with    my  brother,    as    having 
tlierein  expreiTed   his   opinion  upon  feveral 
regulations  propofed  in  America,  and  being 
expeded  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Minfftry 
to  give  his    fentiments    upon   that  fubjea ; 
whereas  one  particular  letter  from  himfelf, 
with  a  paper  annexed  to  it,  was  the  object 
of  his    fearch;    nor   did   he   affign   as  his 
motive  his  expectation  of  being  called  upon 
hy  the  Miniftry  to  give  his   fentiments  on 
^ny  fubjed:,  and  that  the   letters   produced 
to  him  by  me  were  faid  to  be  on  a  large 
file  ;  whereas  they  were  contained  in  feveraj 
parcels;    and    that    after    a  (hort    time  of 
abfence,  upon  my  returning  into  the  room, 
Mr.  Temple  is  faid  to  have  thanked  me  for 
my  politenefs,    and'  to   have  gone   away ; 
whereas  he  Hayed  and  dined  with  me.     To 
thefe  obfervations,    on    the    part    of    Mr. 
Temple,  I  was  far  from  making  any  objec- 
tions; arid  that  every  one  may  form  fuch 
judgment  as  may  be  thought  proper,  I  beg 
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Jeave  to  relate  every  tranfadion  between 
Mr.  Temple  and  myfelf  material  to  the 
prefent  point. 

Some  time  about  the  month  of  Odober 
in  the  laft  year  Mr.  Temple  applied  to  me, 
and  informed  me  that  he  wanted  particularly 
to  fee  a  paper  relating  to  the   colonies  he 
had   formerly   tranfmitted    to   my    brother, 
with  a  letter  from  himfelf  accompanying  it* 
and  that  he  believed  fome  of  the  letters  of 
Governor    Hutchinfon,     Mr.    Oliver,     and 
others  of  my  brother's  friends  in  America, 
might  probably  afford   fome   light  into  the 
objea  of  his  inquiry.     Unknown  almoft  as 
Mr.  Temple  was  perfonally  to  me,  I  deemed 
the    friendfhip   my  brother  had   conftantly 
fhewn  him  intitled  him  to  every  affiftance 
in  my  power  for  the  p*>rpofe  defired,  and  I 
therefore  made    no    fcruple  to    place    that 
confidence  in  him  as  to  lay  before  him,   and 
occafionally  during  his  vifit   to  leave   with 
him  feveral  parcels  of  letters  from  my  late 
brother's  correfpondents  in  America,    in  the 
exadt  ftate  in  which  they  had  come  into  my 
poflemon;  fome  regularly  forted,  and  fome 
promifcuoufly    tied    together;    and   among 
them  were  feveral  from  Mr.  Temple  him- 
ielf  and  his  brother,    and  from  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  Mr.   Oliver,    and  others;  and 
during  the  intervals  that  I  was  in  the  room 
with  Mr.  Temple,  we  did  together  caft  our 
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eyes  on  one  or  two  letters  of  Governor  Hut- 
chinfon,  and  I  believe  one  or  two  other  corre-r 
fpondents  of  my  late  brother.  In  July  hi\  I  re- 
ceived information  from  Mr.  Oliverof  Bofton,* 
that  feveral  letters   to   my  late  brother  had 
been  laid  before  the  AfTembly  of  the  pro- 
vince;    upon  which    I    waited   upon  Mr. 
Temple,    and   told    him    I   thought   myfelf 
intitled  to  call  upon  him  to  join  his  name 
with   mine    in    afTerting   the   integrity   and 
honour  of  both  of  us;   that  he  and  he  only 
had  ever  had  accefs  to  any  of  the  letters  of 
my  brother's    correfpondents     in  America, 
and  that  I  was  called-  upon  to  account  for 
the   appearance  of  the  letters   in    queftion. 
Mr.  Temple  afTured  me  in  terms   the  moft 
precife,   that  (except  fome  letters  from  him- 
felf  and  his   brother,    which  he  had  from 
me  by  my  permiffion),  he  had  not  taken  a 
fmgle  letter,  or  an  extract  from  any  I  ha4 
communicated  to  him.  I  faw  him  twice  after- 
wards on  the  fame  fubjed:,  and  the  fame  aflu- 
rances  were  invariably  repeated  by  him,  and 
confirmed  by  him  in  the  moft  folemn  manner. 
The  fadls  as  above  ftated  with  refped:  to 
Mr.  Temple's  perufal  of.my  brother's  letters 
I  have  related  freely  to  whoever  applied  to 
me  for  information,  and  given  every  body 
authority  to  quote  me  on  the  occafion  ;  and 
I  have  as  freely  repeated  the  affertions  and 
^flurances  Mr.  Temple  has  conflantly  given 
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me  with  refpeift  to  himfelf;  and  there  the 
matter  at  prefent  refts.  As  to  the  publi- 
cation under  the  fignature  of  Antenor,  I 
know  not  who  is  the  author,  I  fhall  only 
obferve,  that  it  does  flate  ♦*  that  I  did  pro- 
•*  duce  to,  and  leave  with,  Mr.  Temple 
**  feveral  letters  to  my  brother  from  Gover- 
*'  nor  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Oliver,  and  others  of 
**  my  brother's  correfpondents  in  America." 
That  is  a  truth.  The  other  circumftances, 
to  which  Mr.  Temple  objedied,  are,  Uridly 
Ipeaking,  liable  to  fuch  obje^ions ;  but 
I  aver  that  I  never  did  acknowledge  that 
the  flate  of  fads  relative  to  Mr.  Temple  in 
that  paper  are  all  falfe,  except  his  having 
froni  me  fome  letters  of  his  own,  and  ou^ 
having  read  together  fome  other  letters 
from  Gentlemen  in  America. 
,    Umbard-Jlreet,  Wm.  Wij ately. 

91)^^.1773. 
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/^row/Z'^.  Public  Advertiser. 

Great  (icorgc-Jireet,  18  Dec.  1773. 

HEN  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  by 
falfely  impeaching  my  charader,  had  put 
me  to  the  hazard  of  my  life,  I  flattered 
myfelf  it  would  have  ref^ed  filent  and 
fatisfied:  But  as  I  underhand  they  are  ftill 
bufy   with  my  reputation,    and  are    endea- 
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vouring  by  a  thoufand  mifreprefentations 
to  deflioy  that  good  name,  which  to  me  is 
Jneflimable,  I  am  compelled  to  trouble  the 
public  with  a  detail  of  thofe  circumftances 
which  obliged  me  to  appeal  to  the  fword, 
I  hof  to  Ihew  that  my  conducft  in  fo  doing 
was  proper,  as^  far  as  complying  with  a 
cuftom,  the  tyranny  of  which,  I  confefs,  I 
have  not  fortitude  to  refift,  can  be  juftified. 

It  is  with  infinite  regret  I  find  myfelf 
obliged  to  mention  Mr.  Whately»  and  that 
fometimes  in  terms  of  cenfure.  The  part 
he  toojk  in  the  queflion  made  me  feel  my  felt 
aggrieved  by  him.  He  anfwered  me  m  the 
field  like  a  man  of  fpirit  and  a  gentleman. 
It  is  with  pleafure  I  do  this  jultice  to  his 
c^ha^-adler. 

When    Mr.    Whately   v^ras    apprized   of 
fome   original    letters    from    Gentlemen  in 
America  to    his  late   brother,   having  been 
fent  over,  and  made  public  at   J3oflon,   he 
called  upon  me,  read  part  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Oliver,  complaining  of  the  publication 
of  his  letters,   and   mentioned   that  he  had 
given   me  accefs   to  fome  of  his   brother's 
letters  from  his  correfpondcnts  in  America. 
He   accompanied    this    with   a   declaration, 
that  he  had  not  the  leafl  fufpicion  of  me, 
and  did  not  know  that  thofe  publiflied  letters 
were  ever  in  his  polTeflion ;  but  he  wiflied 
I  would  authorife  him  to  fay  I  had  them 

not 


APPENDIX. 


249 


not  from  him.     I  gave  Mr.  Whately  every 
alTurance  that  a  Gentleman  could  give,    that 
I  had  not  taken  any  one  letter,  nor  a  hne  of 
one,  from  among  thofe  he  (hewed  to  me, 
but  fuch  as  he  faw  and  gave  me  leave  to 
take,   and  which  were   all  written  by  my 
brother  and  myfelf.     I  did  this  repeatedly, 
and  in  the  moft  explicit  terms.  Mr.  Whately 
appeared  perfe(n:Iy  fatisfied ;  and  I  own,  I 
did  not  expedt  he   woulH    have  mentioned 
that   tranfaftion  again  w.   2i,yr  manner  that 
■  could  throw  a  poflibilit/   rf  fu  oicion  on  my 
charadler.     For  in  my  rv^preLenfion,  when 
a   Gentleman   has    pledged   his  honour    to 
another,  to  infinuate,  or  countenance  a  fuf^ 
picion  of  him  afterwards,   leads  inevitably 
to  the  confequences    which    have   attended 
this  tranfadion.     Some  time  after  this  ex- 
planation between  Mr.  Whately  and  myfelf, 
feveral  paragraphs  appeared  in   the  News- 
papers  highly  injurious   and   difhonourable 
to  me.     I    was  held  forth  as  a  monfter  of 
ingratitude,    and   as  a  villain,  who,   under 
the  cover    of   friendfhip,    watched   for    an 
opportunity  when  Mr.  Whately's  back  was 
turned,  to  rob  him  of  papers  which    were 
in  confidence  put  into  my  hands.     Of  thefe 
things  I   took  no  public  notice,  not  becaufo 
they  gave  me   ik)  uneafinefs,    but  becaufe 
I  knew  not  how  to  redrefs  myfelf.     A  fearch 
*ftef  the  authors  of  them  I  conceived  would 
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be    vain.       vSuch  malevolent  attacks    could 
have  been  made  by  none  but  cowards,  who 
would  take  care  to  conceal  thcmfelves.     It 
feemed  impolFible  that  Mr.  Whately  could 
have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  authors,  or 
could  have  given   any  countenance  to  fuch 
afperfions,  after  the  folemn  afllirances  which 
I  had  given  hitn  ;  nor  fliould  I  have  troubled 
hini   on   the  fubjed:   if  his   name  had  not 
been  ufed   as   an   authority  to  fupport  thefe 
iaUe  and  malicious  aflertions.    Thefe  writers 
artfully   fuppreilcd  three  very  material   cir- 
cumftances    in    their    reprefentations ;    that 
Mr.  Whately  did  not  know  the  letters  fent 
to  Bofton  were  ever  in  his  pofTeflion  ;    that 
of  thofe  which  he  put  into  my  hands  none 
appeared  to  be  milling,    which  could   not 
have  been  the  cafe  if  feventeen  letters,  and 
fome  of  them   very  long,    had  been  taken 
away;    and  that  I  had   given    him    every 
aflurance,  which  a  Gentlem_an  could  require 
or  receive,   that   no  fuch  letters   had   been 
taken  by   me.      Without   the    ufe  of   Mr. 
Whately's  name,     the   charge   would  have 
had  no  effed  upon  the  public.     That  Gen- 
tleman   Aiffered    the   unfair    and    injurious 
reprefentations,    under  the   fandion  of  his 
name,  to  pafs    unexplained.     I  did  exped 
when   he   faw  the    purpole    to  which    the 
men  who  gained  intelligence  from  him  were 
applying  it,    that   he    would  in  juilice   to 
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ernth,  and  to  me,  have  ftated  the  whole  as 
above.  If  he  had  done  fo,  I  appeal  to  the 
judgment  of  the  pubhc,  whether  any  fiif- 
picion  would  have  refted  upon  me,  or  any 
lerious  confequences  followed.  I  did  not 
alk  this  of  him,  becaufe  I  thought  he 
ought  to  have  done  it  una(ked.  There  is 
an  indelicacy  in  urging  a  Gentleman  to 
do  that  which  is  his  duty,  and  owes  its 
merit  to  its  being  voluntary.  The  fufpicion 
againft  me  upon  fo  unfair  a  ftate  of  fads, 
aided,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  private  fl  nders  of 
thofe  who  raifed  it,  fecretly  gained  ground; 
and  on  the  8th  of  this  month  a  writer, 
under  the  iignature  ofANTENOR,  renewed 
the  accufation  of  me  by  name,  vouching  it 
with  a  converfation  which  he  feems  to  have 
himfelf  held  upon  the  fubjed  with  Mr. 
Whately. 

Under  {o  dired  a  charge,  I  thought  it 
would  not  become  me  to  be  any  longer 
filent.  I  went  with  the  paper  to  Mr. 
Whately,  and  received  from  him,  as  I 
imagined,  a  fatisfadory  denial  of  thofe 
pretended  fads  which  materially  fupported 
the  fufpicion.  This  I  made  public :  Mr, 
Whately  then  came  forward  with  his  name. 
He  omitted  to  flate  what  was  folely  elTential, 
that  he  did  not  know  the  letters  in  queftion 
were  among  thofe  he  put  into  my  hands, 
^nd    that    none  of   thofe   with    which    he 
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had  entrufted  me   appeared   to  be  .miffing, 
but  re  ated  the  matter  in  fiich   a  manner  as 
itrongjy  to  corroborate  the  anonymous  charge 
and  gave  me,  to  my  underftanding,  the  lie 
diredt.      They   who  have   any   feelings  of 
honour  will  not  wonder  that  I   was  impa- 
tient  under  fuch  an  imputation,  and  thought 
every  moment    miferable  till   I   had  called 
upon  him,    from  whom    I    received    fuch 
an   affront,    for  honourable   amends.      The 
Public  is  acquainted  with  the  fequel ;  But 
the  circumftances   of  that  affair  have  been 
io  falfely  reprefented  to  my  difhonour,  that 
I  am  obliged  to  beg  a  moment's  indulgence 
till  I  ftate  that  tranfadion  fairly. 

The  Gentleman   who  waited   upon   Mr. 
Whately   with  my  invitation,  told   him  he 
would  attend  me  as  a  fecond  if  Mr.  Whately 
would  have  one  on  his  part.     Mr.  Whately 
declined   having  any  fecond,  and  therefore 
I  brought  none.     He  appeared  at  the  place 
appomted  with  a  fword  only.     I  gave  him 
one  of  my  piftols.     We  difcharged   them 
niimially;  mine  being,  at  his  requeff,   the 
firft.  without  effea.     If  his  was  not  direfted 
at  me,  it  efcaped  my  obfervation.     I  then 
drew  my  fword,  and  approached  him,  who 
had  alfo  unfheathed  his,  with  a  perfuafion, 
grounded  on  his  coming  with  a  fword  only* 
when  the  choice  of  weapons  was  in  him' 
that  I  was  to  encounter  an  adverfary  much 
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fuperiour  to  myfelf  in  fkill.  I  foon  found 
tny  miftakcj  and,  as  far  as  I  could  reafon 
in  fuch  a  lituation,  determined,  by  wounding 
him  in  the  fword  arm,  to  end  the  bufmefs 
without  a  fatal  flroke.  But  my  fkill  was  not 
equal  to  my  intention;  it  foon  became  a 
ftruggle,  inftead  of  a  regular  combat,  and 
I  could  only  avoid  making  a  full  lunge, 
which  probably  would  have  wounded  him 
niortally.  The  contortions  of  my  antagonift's 
body,  during  the  flruggle,  expofed  parts, 
which  in  a  regular  encounter  could  never 
have  been  touched.  When  he  turned  himfelf 
to  feize  the  blac^  of  my  fword  with  his 
left-hand,  I  fuppofed  he  received  the  wounds 
in  his  left-fide;  and  in  fome  violent  %rt 
his  fhoulder  mufl  have  been  expofed.  .ne 
extreme  fmallnefs  of  the  wound  in  that 
part  being,  as  I  am  well  informed,  a  mere 
pundlure,  proves  it  to  have  been  accidental. 
Had  my  purpofe  been  unfair,  I  fhould  have 
taken  the  life  that  was  in  my  power;  had 
it  been  mortal,  every  wound  would  not  have 
been  fuperficial,  and  one  only  dangerous, 
not  from  its  depth,  but  its  dirediion.  I 
underftand  it  has  been  fald  he  was  down. 
In  fuch  circumflances  it  is  as  impofhble  to 
account  for  every  thing  that  happens,  as  to 
remember  every  thing  that  pafTes.  But  of 
this  I  am  very  fure,  that  though  he  flipt 
©nee,  he  never  fell. 
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It  is  proper  to  apprize  the   render,  that 
I  am  unforriinatcly  very  deaf.     If  any  words 
pf  accommodation,  as  has  been  reprefcMi ted ^ 
were  really   ui'cd  by   Mr.   Whately,    I  did 
not  hear  them.     They  who  expcd:  coolnefs 
in  the  midft  of  fiich  a  conflict,    and  deli- 
beration in  the  moment   of  a  deacily  point 
being  at  one's  breafl:,  require  too  much.     It 
is  well  that  the  paflidn,   which  rifes  faft  on 
fuch  an  occafion,   did  not  alter  imperceptibly 
my  general  determination    not    to   pufh    fo 
forcibly   as  to   make    a   deep    wound.      It 
is  with   confidence    I    can    affirm,    I    was 
I30t   guilty  of  any  unfair  adion,   becaufe  I 
nevef    had    an    unfair    thought-— nor  of   a 
cruel  one,    becaufe    my   purpofe    was    the 
reverfe 

I  have  received  no  bodily  wound ;  but 
they  whofe  minds  can  feel  for  confequences^ 
which  they  could  not  with  honour  avoid, 
will  underiland  me  when  I  fay,  that  I  have 
felt  thofe  wounds  which  far  furpafs  in 
anguilh  every  bodily  pain. 

The  anonymous  afrafllns,  who  have  been 
leally  the  caufe  of  this  mifchief,  remain 
unknown  ;  but  time,  I  trull,  will  drag  th^m 
forth  to  the  punifliment  they  dcferve. 

Of  thofe  to  whom  I  am  unknown,  the 
candid  and  honourable  are,  I  hope,  con- 
vinced, that  the  injurious  charges  which 
bavc  hcen    brought  agaijifl  me   are  totally 
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Vithoiit  foundation—With  thofe  to  whom 
I  am  known,  I  flatter  myfelf  the  conftant 
tenour  of  my  life  has  rendered  a  defence  of 
my  condud:  unnecelfary.  . 

I  liave  but  a  few  words  more  to  fay  upori 
the  fubjed:.— As  Mr.  Whately's  narrative- 
tends  to  confirm  the  fufpicion  of  my  having 
taken  from  him  the  letters  which  were  fent 
to  Bofton,  I  do  again  mofb  folemnly  affirm ,; 
that  I  neither  took  from  him  'thofe,  nor  an/ 
other  letters,  but  fach  as  were  written  by 
my  brother  and  myfelf  to  the  late  Mr. 
Whatcly,  and  that  with  his  knowledge  and 
confent ;  nor  had  I  any  concern,  dire(5lly 
or  indiredtly,  in  procuring  or  tranfmittinm 
the  letters  which  were  fent  to  Bofton.  • 

J.  TEMPLE. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Advertifer, 


SIR, 

INDING  that  two  gentlemen  have  been 
unfortunately  engaged  in  a  duel  about  a 
tranfidion,  and  its  circumflances,  of  which 
both  of  them  are  totally  ignorant  and  innocent, 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  declare,  (for 
the  prevention  of  farther  mifchief,  as  far  as 
fuch  a  declaration  may  contribute  to  prevent 
it,)  that  I  alone  am  the  pcrfon  who  obtained 
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and tranfo  'tted  to Boflon thelef ters in queftlofl. 
Mr.    \V      could    not    communicate    them, 
becaufe  they  were  never  in  his  polTeffion  ' 
and,  tor  the  fame  realon,  they  could  not  be 
taken  from  him  by  Mr.  T.     They  were  not 
of  the  nature  ofpnvate  ktten  defween  friends: 
they  were  written  by  public  officers  to  perfons 
in  public  ftations,    on   public  afHiirs,    and 
intended  to  procure  public  meafures  -  ther 
were  therefore  handed  to  other  public  perfAiii 
who  might  be  itifiuenced  by  them  to  produce 
tholemeaAir-^  the^r  tendency  was  toincenle 
the  Mother  i^outitry  a^uinft  her  Colonies, 
and    by   the  Ue^;  ir^commended,  to  widen 
the  breach,  which  they  efFedied.     The  chief 
caution  expreiTed  with  regard  to  privacy  was, 
to  keep  their  contents  from  the  Colony  Agents 
who  the  writers  apprehended  might  return 
them,  or  copies  of  them,  to  America.     That 
apprehenfion  was,  it  feems,  ivell  founded  ; 
for  the  firlj  Agent  who  laid  his  hands  on 
them  thought  it  his  duty  to  tranfmit  them  to 
nis  conftituents. 

B.Franklin,  Agent  for  the   Houfe  of 
Reprejentatives  of  the  MaJfachufets^^Bay. 
Craven-Jireet,  Dec.  2s,  1773. 
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From  the  Public  Advertiser. 


I 


Cheam,  yth  yanuary^  i  •7-74. 


T  is  with  great  reludlance  on  my  part  that 
I  am  again  called  forth  into  print  by  Mr. 
Temple ;  but  the  letters  I  now  lay  before 
the  Public,  render  it  impofTible  for  me  to 
remain  filent.  The  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Temple  to  me  of  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber was  tranfmitted  to  me  id  this  place  the 
^ay  following; 

SIR, 

THERE  are  fome  moft  villanous 
repprts  propagated  againft  me.  Your  con- 
finement, I  fuppofe,  muft  have  prevented 
their  reaching  your  ears.  It  is  faid  that 
you  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  when  in  that 
fituation,  unable  to  defend  yourfelf,  that 
I  flabbed  you  in  the  back,  and  in  feveral 
other  parts  of  your  body.  Thefe  flories 
you  know  to  be  falfe  :  You  therefore  are 
the  proper  perfpn  to  remove  the  impreffions 
which  they  have  made  on  the  Public.  I 
alk  no  favour  of  you ;  my  condud  requires 
none.  The  ftate  of  your  health  has  hitherto 
prevented  my  maki"/  any  application  to 
you.  As  I  am  ir  ^rmed  by  your  furgeon 
that  you  are  now  much  better,  I  can  no 
longer,  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  poftpone  it. 
What  I  have  to  delireof  you  is,  that  you 
VOL.  in.  S  will 
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will  inform  the  Public  whether  I  did  op 
did  not  in  every  refped:  behave  to  you 
like  a  Gentleman,  and  a  man  of  honour. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moifl:  humble  fervant, 
Great  George-fireet,  J.  TEMPLE. 

28th  Dec\  1773. 
To  William  Whately,  Efq. 

I  defired  my  brother  to  return  the  follow- 
ing anfwer  before  I  had  feen  Mr.  Tempters 
publication,  dated  the  i8th,  but  given  to 
the  Public  the  30th  of  December. 

siRt  '  December  2()th,  1773, 

MY  brother  this  day  received  your 
letter  of  the  a8th  December,  in  which  you 
require  him  to  inform  the  Public  whether 
you  did  or  did  not  in  every  refped:  behave  to 
him  like  a  Gentleman >  and  a  man  of  honour. 
If  on  a<:oolerconiideration  you  fhould  inform 
me  that  you  flill  perfift  in  your  defire,  and 
mean  to  compel  him  to  lay  the  affair  before 
the  Public,  I  am  to  alTure  you,  that  as  foon 
as  hi^  health  is  fuflicientjy  re-eftabli(hed, 
he  cahnot  on  his  own  ^account  have  any 
objedlion.  At  prefent  he  is  at  his  furgeon^s 
houfe  in  the  country,  and  in  too  weak  a 
ilate  to  attend  to  this,  or  any  other  bufinefs. 
I  ani,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 
JOSEPH  WHATELY. 

P.  S, 
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P.  S.  A  letter  may  probably  con>e  to  my 
iiand  the  fooner  for  being  direded  to  me  at 
my  brother's  in  Lombard-ftreet.  ' 

Mr.  Temple's  anfwer  to  my  brother  was 
as  follows  ; 

SIR,     Great  George-Jlreet,  3  \Jl  Dec»  1773. 
I    REQjJiRED    that  juftice    from   your 
brother  which  one   Gentleman  has  a  right 
to  exped  from  another.     You  have  anfwered 
me  with    an   infulting  letter.      Had   your 
brother,  when  he  iaw  my  character  attacked 
by.^  fet  of  anonymous  aflalTins,  under  the 
fandion   of  his  name,  ftated  to  the  Public 
the  whole   truth  concerning  me,  neither  my 
reputation  would  have  fuffered,  nor  fhould 
we  have  been  forced  into  a  perfonal  conteft. 
If  he   cl^oofes   to  purfue  the  fame  conducft 
relative   to  the  new  falfehoods  which  have 
been  with  the  moll  wicked  induftry  circulated 
to   my  diflionour,    the   cenfure  of  it   mufl 
reft  upon  him.     As  to  com^ielling  him  to 
a  publication,  it  is  my  wiih  that  he  fliould  be 
under  no  compulfion,    but   that  of  a  true 
fenfe  of  what  is  juft  and  honourable.     You 
fpeak   of    cooler  confideration  on    what   I 
have  requefted.     Sir,  upon  the  cooleft  con* 
lideration  I  repeat,  that  I  alk  no  favour  of 
him.      I  expeded  juftice  :    He  has  denied 
it,  confcious  of  my  innocence.     I  therefore 
now  fet  him  at  defiance,  and  am  ready  to 
meet  his  appeal  to  the  Public  whenever  he 
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pleafes,  firmly  relying  upon  that  juftice  froni 
them  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  deny. 
I  am,  Siir,  Yci  i  ir«oil  humble  fervant, 

].  TEMPLE. 
Your  letter  was  not  left  at  my  houfe  till 
late  laft  night,  or  it  fliould  have  been  fooner 
anfwcred. 

This  letter  makes  it  a  maaer  of  neceiiity 
with  me  minutely  to  relate  the  whole 
tranfaiflion. 

It  was  about  one  o'clock  on  Saturday  the 
nth  of  December,    that   Mr.  Izard   called 
upon  rne  in  Lombard-ftreet,  and  informed 
me  that  he   waited  on   me   on  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  affair  relating  to   his  friend  Mr. 
'temple.       He    then  produced    the   News- 
paper containing  my  publication,  and  point- 
ing out    thefe   words    **  that   is    a   truth,'* 
informed   me   that  that   ailertion    was    the 
part  to  which    Mr.  Temple  objedled    arid 
denied,    and    which  he  miifted  on  my   re- 
tracing.     I  think   I  need  fcr  ce  add   that 
this  was  refufed  <>      m^  part,   upon   which 
Mr.  Izard  delivered  me  the  letter  containing 
Mr.   Temple's   challenge,    and    appointing 
the  meeting  to  be  at  four  o'clock  that  after- 
noon  at   the   Ring   in  Hyde-Pn;';.      Upon 
my  giving   my    anfwer    ii 'a    Mr.   Izard's 
hands,  he  alked   if  I  propc  -d      aving  an) 
friend    to     accompany    me  i     and    on    my 
informing  him    I    never  chofe   to    involve 
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Others  in  my  own  difficulties,  we  parted. 
I  cannot  help  obferving  in  this  place,  and 
whoever  refers  to  the  words  of  my  former 
publication  muft  agree  with  me,  that  I 
deemed  myfelf  called  forth  by  Mr.  Temple 
not  for  any  reprefentation  given  by  me  of 
our  laft  copverfation,  but  for  an  aflfertion 
originally  and  freely  made  by  me  from  the 
beginning,  and  invariably  continued,  and 
which  contained  a  fad  I  mufl  neceflarily 
(viewing  the  affai;  in  any  light)  moft  fin- 
cerely  wifti  had  never  '  ppened,  and  which 
therefore  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  truth  could 
have  induced  me  to  declare.  Unflcilled,  and 
altogether  unpradlifed,  as  I  make  no  fcruple 
to  declare  myfelf  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and 
the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  not  admitting  of 
.any  purpofed  preparation,  I  provided  myfelf 
wi^h  the  only  weapon  I  had  at  hand,  which 
is  the  reafon,  ancl  the  only  reafon,  that  I 
appear  or  the  fpot  with  the  fword  only. 
Upon  Mi.  7  -mple's  expreffing  himfelf  that 
he  prefiimed  I  had  piftols  about  me,  I  told 
him  I  had  not :  but  that  if  he  was  provided 
with  fire  arms,  I  w  s  willing  to  fhar-  '-•is 
arms  with  him;  and  pon  his  fixing  upor 
the  fpot,  he  deliven  to  me  one  of  his 
piftols,  and  bid  le  tak  my  diftance.  I 
retired  a  fmall  Ipace,  an  i  Jefired  '  receive 
his  fire,  which  he  gavw  me  without  effedt. 
I  then  pointed  my  piftol  in  a  li  e  with  my 
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antagonift's  body,  but  purpofely  raifecf  con- 
fiderably  above  his  head.     Mr.  Temple  then 
dre\7  his  fvvord  ;  I  did  the  fame.     He  foon 
took  occafion   to  obferve    to  me,   that    he 
perceived    I   was  no   fwordfman,   which  I 
readily  confefTed.     Early  in  the  conteft  he 
feized  my   fvvord  with  his   left  hand,  and 
bid  me  alk  my  life.     I  peremptorily  refufcd, 
and  a  flight  effort  difengaged  us.    I  very  foon 
had  him  at  the  fame  advantage,     f  had  his 
fword  fecured  in  my  left  hand,  and  my  own 
fvvord  at  liberty;  when  I  bid  him  not  toafk 
his  life,  but  to  take  it  unafked.  We  wereagain 
difengaged,  and  foon  I  once  more  availed  my- 
felf  of  another  opp  ^rtunity  to  feize  his  fword, 
and  again  I  bid  him  take  his  life  unafked.  He 
proceeded  on  each  of  thefe  occalions  as  not 
hearing  me,   at  leajfl  he  made  no  reply.      I 
am  far  from  unwilling  to  make  allowance 
for  the  infirmity   of  my  opponent.     After 
this  I  made   no  further  effort   to  feize  his 
fword,  but  continued  to  acfl  on  the  defenfive 
only,    though    on    feveral    occafions    many 
parts  of  his  body  appeared   to  my  judgment 
to  be  unguarded,  and,  with  fecurity  to  my- 
felf,  open  to  my  attack.     My  condud:  was 
fo   obvioufly   defenfive,    that    it   was    even 
noticed  by  Mr.  Temple,    to  whom  I  made 
no  other  reply,   than    that   I  fli  uild  defend 
my  life.     The  conteft  continued ;   the  coun- 
tenance of    my  antagonifl   Hill    fometimes 
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bearing  flrongly  the  marks  of  paflion  ynd 
tage.  It  was,  I  prerume,  under  fonne  fuch 
unhappy,  ungovernable  influence,  that  late 
in  the  affair,  and  not  long  before  we  were 
parted,  he  declared  he  vVould  put  me  to 
death.  But  in  this  part  of  my  narrative  let 
me  add,  that  he  never  appeared  to  liicJ  ^o 
make  any  long  lunge  at  me.  One  or  two 
horfemen  ilnd  fpme  perfons  on  foot  were 
Toon  afterwards  at  rio  great  diflance,  and 
making  up  to  us,  and  my  foot,  in  retreating, 
happening  to  flip,  I  fell  iirfl  on  tny  fword 
hand,  and  then  on  my  left  hand  ;  and  before 
I  could  recover  myfelf,  feveral  perfons  were 
hear  to  us.  Mr.  Temple  ftepped  up  to  me, 
and  faid  we  (houtd  meet  again,  and  even 
propofed  then  to  withdrdvy.  I  do  not  recol- 
ledl  that  I  returned  any  anfwdr;  In  ^  little 
time  Mr.  Izard  came  up  to  Us,  and  now 
finding  my  lofs  of  blood  Vvas  confiderable, 
and  that  my  breaft' was  affedted  in  a  manner 
that  made  me  draw  my  breath  with  difficulty, 
1  accepted  Mr.  Izard's  offer  to  take  his 
coach,  which  w^as  then  in  the  Park,  and 
hear  at  hand,  to  convey  me  to  Mr.  Sanxay*s, 
or  Mr.  Davenport's,  rtiy  furgeons.  In  our 
way  to  Effex-ftreet  on  my  mentioning  to 
Mr.  Izard  fome  circumftanc^s  of  the  affair, 
<iind  particularly  my  having  twice  hold  of 
my  adverfary's  fword,  .  nd  the  ufe  1  madt^^ 
of  thofe  fituations,  he  fuggefted  that  it  would 
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be  better  to  fay  nothing  of  the  duel,  alledglnff 
that  Mr.  Temple  was  a  man  of  that  violence 
of  temper,    that  if   any   mifreprefentations 
were  to  get  abroad,  which  is  always,  more 
or  lefs,  the  cafe,  it  might  induce   him   to 
renew  it.     The  only  anfwcr  I  could  make, 
and  the  only  anfwer  I  did  make,  was,  that 
I  had  neither  a  motive  or  wifli  to  conceal 
the  duel.     Mr.  Izard  ftayed,  and  was  prefent 
with  me   at  Mr.   Davenport's,    during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  time  employed  in  dreffing 
my  wounds ;  and  I  took  opportunities  to  de- 
clare that  I  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
pomts,   which,    in   the  eye  of  the   world, 
conftitute  fair  or  unfair  fighting,  and  therel 
fore  did  not  take  upon   me  to  accufe  Mr. 
Temple  of  unfair  proceeding,  meaning  by 
a  declaration  thus   couched,    to   referve    to 
myfelf  my  own  fentiments.     Mr.  Temple 
lias  called  for  thofe  fentiments,  and  I  mean 
they  ihould  be  intelligibly  conveyed  in   the 
narrative   I  have  given,    and  the  evidence 
^accompanying  it,    with  refpea  to  fuch  of 
my  wounds  as  are  fingular,  particularly  one 
on    my  left   fide,    a  little  above  my  hip, 
Avhich  I  underftand  mufl  have  been  in  con- 
fecjuence,  not  of  an  oblique  but  of  a  dire(5t 
thruft,  tending   to  the  center  of  the  body 
,and  one  on  the  back  paft  of  my  left  fhoulder! 
I  declare,  I  know  not  v/hen  I  received  thefe 
hurts ;  I  neither  faw  nor  felt  the  fword  at 
^  the 
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ttie  time  they  were  given :  I  muH:  therefore 
lay  it  before  the  Public,  and  appeal  to  the 
teftimony  of  others,  who  happened  to  be 
eye-witneffes,  or  can  give  information  of 
the  tranfacStion,  and  to  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Davenport,  who  firft  drefled  my  wounds, 

BEING  called  upon  to  declare  the 
number  and  lituation  of  the  wounds  which 
Mr.  Whately  received  in  a  late  duel,  I  do 
declare  that  there  were  five  only  whicli 
demanded  the  attention  of  a  furgeon,  or 
required  dreflings. 

Three  of  thefe  were  in  the  front  of  the 

body,  viz.  one  on  the  inferiour  part  of  the 

right  breaft,   one  a  little  below  the  collar- 

*  bone  of  the  left  fide,  the  third  on  the  pit 

©f  the  ftomach ;  this  laft  only  was  important. 

With  regard  to  the  other  two  wounds, 
one  was  fituated  rather  below  the  middle 
of  the  left  fide  of  the  body;  the  other 
behind,  about  the  center  of  the  left  fhoulder 
blade.  < 

Efex-/reef,  R.  DAVENPORT. 

Jan,  2d,  1774. 

I  have  trefpaffed  much  on  the  reader's 
patience.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  all 
fort  of  intercourfe  (whether  hoflile  or  ami- 
cable) between  Mr.  Temple  and  rnyfelf^ 
is  at  an  end  for  the  remainder  of  our  lives, 
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I  hope  and  I  truft,  I  fhall  never  again  have 
occafion  to  addrefs  the  Public  relative  to 
this  untoward  event. 

WILLIAM  WHATELY* 


From  the  Public  Advertiser. 

It   is   my   duty  to  declare  to  the  Public^ 
that  Mr.  Whately  has   miftaken  my  words. 
I  have   been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Temple 
many  years,  and  never  thought  his  temper 
violent;    I   therefore  could  never  have  faid 
that  it  was.     1  have  always  thought  him  a 
perfon  of  the  ftriaeft  honour,  and  polTeired 
of  fuch   proper  fpirit,    as    to   chaflife   any 
man  who   fhould   prefume   to   countenance 
the  fufpicion  of  it.     Mr.  Whately  told  me, 
that  he    received    Mr.  Temple's    lire,    and 
then  difcharged  his  piftol  in  the  air ;    that 
Mr.  Temple  difarmed  him,  and  defired  him 
to  alk   his    life,  which   he  refufed  to   do  ; 
that  he  then  difarmed  Mr.  Temple,  and  told 
him  to  take   his   life  unafked.      I   thought 
there  was  an   impropriety  in  Mr.  Temple's 
drawing  his  fword,   after  Mr.  Whately  had 
difcharged  the  piftol  in  the  air;   and  in  his 
renewing  the   fight,  after  having   difarmed 
his   antagonift.      I    therefore    defired    Mr. 
Whately  to  be  cautious  of  propagating  cir^ 
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ctimflances  which  might  tend  to  throw  any 
difhonoiir  on  my  friend,  as  I  was  apprehen- 
five   it   might  be  the  means  of  compelh'ng 
him  a  fecond  time  to  call  him  to  account. 
Mr.  Temple  has  ftated  the  whole  tranfadtion 
to  the   Public   in   fo    full    and  fatisfadtory 
II  manner,  that  I  hope  he  will  give  himfelf 
no  more  trouble  about  it.     Confcious  of  the 
honourable   part   which    he    aded    through 
the  whole  of  this  bufinefs,   ^  e  has   defpifed 
the  reports  which  liave  been  circulated.     I 
confefs  they  alarmed  me;   efpecially  when 
I  was  informed  that  they  were  to  be  fupported 
by  affidavits.     I  had  too  good  an  opiniorv  of 
Mr.  Temple,   to  give  the  leaft  credit  to  any 
injurious  reports ;  but  if  two  men  had  fvvorn 
•that  they  faw  him  fiabbing  Mr,  Whately  in 
the   backy  and  in  fever al  other  parts   of  his 
body,  when  he  was  f alien  on  the  ground ,    and 
unable  to  defend  himfelf  (which   were   thf; 
reports  circulated  againft  Mr.  Temple,)  I  fear 
that   he  would   have  borne  through  life,    a 
charader   very   different   from   the   one   he 
deferves.     The  trifling  and  ridiculous  decla- 
rations, about  ^2  /??/  large  Gentleman ^    and  a 
lean  one^    have   totally    removed   my  fears. 
One  of  the  declarations  I  know  to  be  falfc  : 
If  therefore   the  reft    contained   any   thing 
material    againfl    Mr.   Temple,     which    is 
•very   far  from  being   tl>e   cafe,    the  Public 
would  judge  w4iat- credit  ought  to  be  given 

to 


n 


^  '  .  !  '■ 

■I  \   . 

. 

'■:%    ">j 

\ 

1  <    ) 

1 

m 

m. 

i  ^  M 

I'tilf 


i;;l 


ii68 


At»PENDIX. 


to  them.     I  was  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  my  coach  at  the 
time  the  piilols  were  difcharged.     The  tefti- 
monyof  my  fervants  will  not,   I  truft,  be 
thought  neceffary  to   fupport  this   circum- 
ftance.     As   Mr.  Whately  fpeaks  of  having 
loft  much  blood  and  of  his  breajl  being  affedied 
in  a  manner  that  made  him  draw  his  breath 
with  difficulty,  it  ~nay  be   imagined  that  he 
knew  himfelf  to  be  much  wounded  at  the 
time  I  offered  him  the  ufe  of  my  coach.     I 
declare,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  then  afked 
him  if  he    was  wounded,    and  his  anfwer 
was,  he  had  a   fcratch  on  his  face,  and  a^ 
there  was  fome  blood  on  the  fide  of  his  fhirt, 
he  knew  that  he  was  wounded;  but  thought 
the  hurt  very  trifling,    as  he  felt  no  pain. 
Ihis  he  repeated  to  me  feveral  times  in  the 
coach,  but  never  gave  me  the  moft  diftant 
hmt  of  his   having  fallen,  or  of  receiving 
any  unfair    treatment    from  Mr.  Temple. 
The   unufual   exercife   which    he  had  juft 
been  engaged  in  might  probably  have  occa- 
-lioned  a  (hortnefs  of  breath. 

When  Mr.  Whately  was  Gripped  at  the 
furgeon's,  and  faw  his  wounds,  he  thought 
them  of  fuch  little  confequence,  that  he 
feemed  only  defirous  of  concealing  the 
Icratch  on  his  face  from  his  mother,  in 
whofe  company,  he  faid,  he  expedted  foon  to 
be-^I  th;nk  that  night.     He  fpoke  in  per- 
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fed:  good  humour  of  Mr.  Temrple,  hoped 
that  he  was  not  wounded,  and  defired  that 
I  would  let  him  know  whether  he  was  or 
not.  I  told  him  that  if  Mr.  Temple  was 
wounded,  I  would  inform  him  of  it  as  foon 
as  I  went  home;  and  if  he  did  not  hear 
from  me  that  night,  he  might  conclude 
Mr.  Temple  was  not  hurt.  Mr.  Whately 
was  not  fatisfied  with  this,  bui.  defired  me 
to  write  to  him,  and  inform  him  whether 
Mr.  Temple  was  wounded  or  not.  When 
I  arrived  at  my  own  houfe,  I  found  Mr. 
Temple  there,  and  had  the  fatisfadtion  of 
hearing  from  him,  that  the  only  hurt  he 
received,  was  a  flight  fcratch  in  the  hand. 
I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Whately ;  but 
'^s  I  thought  the  affair  entirely  at  an  end,  I 
did  not  keep  a  copy  of  my  letter.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  anfwer  I  received. 

DEAR  SIR,  11/^  Dec.  Evening, 

It  is  with  fatisfaftion  I  learn  that  Mr. 
Temple  has  received  no  hurt,  and  am  obliged 
to  both  of  you  for  your  anxiety  on  my  account. 
/  do  not  imagine  there  can  be  the  leajl  room 
for  any  apprehenjions  from  the  trifling  hurts 
f  received, 

I  am,   dear  Sir, 

Your  mofl  humble  fervant, 
WM.  WHATELY. 
(Direaed  tn  Ralph  Izard,  Efq,) 

I  think  it  right  to  lay  thefe  fads  before 
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the  Public,  tKat  they  may  form  what  judge- 
ment they  think  proper. 

Berner's-p-eet,  Ja^i.  8,  1774.     R.  IZARD. 


Trom  the  Same. 

IT  was  not   till   I  had  feen  Mr.  Whately'^ 
laft  publication,    that    I   could    prevail   on 
myfelf  to  think  him  any  other  at  heart  than 
an  honeft,   well-meaning,    though   a   weak 
man,  under  very  bad  influence.     That  pub- 
lication has  fully  fettled  the  matter  iq  my 
mind.      Having,    with   a  facred   regard   to 
truth  and  candour,  already  fubmitted  to  the 
Public  a  circumftantial  account  of  the :  late 
affair  between   Mr.  Whately  and  myfelf,.  it 
would  be  only  an   unneceffary  repetition  to 
point    out    the    mifreprefcntations     in     his 
account  of  that  affair.     I  fliall  only  obferve, 
that  Mr.  Whately   might  have  fpared  him- 
felf  the  trouble  of  writing  the  laft  paragraph 
of  his  narrative;  as  it  always  has  been,  and 
flill  continues  to   be  my  determination,   to 
have  as  little    concern    and   intercourfe    as 
poflible  with   any    Lit  men    of    truth  and 
honour.     His  friendfliip  and  enmity  I  hold 
in  equal  contempt. 

Grea^  George-flreet,  Jan.  9.     J.  TEMPLE. 
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from  //^^  Public  Advertiser,  of 
February  10,  1774. 


To  Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efp 

JL  OU  ftated  as  a  fad:,  in  pur  late  fpeech 
before  the  Privy  Council,  that  Dr.  Franklin 
lent  the  letters  in  an  anonymous  cover, 
\vith  injunftions  of  fecrety,  written  in  a 
hand,  however,  well  known  there;  not  to 
the  Speaker,  as  officially  he  ought  to  have 
done,  but  to  private  perfons.  From  hence 
you  draw  a  conclufion,  that  he  was  con- 
fcious  of  villany,  and  afhamed  of  having 
it  known.  ^ 

The  weaknefs  of  this  ftating,  were  it 
true,  would  defeat  the  wickeHnefs  of  the 
conclufion.  How  could  yo»!  fuppoie  a  man 
would  expedl  concealment  :xo\:^  fuppreffing 
liis  name,  if  his  hand  were  ^/eli^nown; 
or  if,  by  fome  ftrange  confufion  of  ideas,  he 
did  think  himfelf  concealed,  to  what  end 
Should  he  enjoin  fecrecy  ?  Wherefore  Ihould 
tie  have  wifhed  for  concealment  ?  Was  there 
fuch  terror  in  the  hatred  of  thofe  he  deted-ed. 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  Mr.  Oliver?  Could 
^e  poffibly  have  conceived  that  any  fet  of 
Miniilers  would  be   {o   weak   and  wicked 
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as  to  perfecute  him  for  a  meafure,  which 
miniftered  to  them  the  fairefl  opportunity  of 
healing  gracioufly  thofe  unhappy  divifion^ 
with  which  they  were  perplexed  in  the 
ext^reme  ? 

But  what  will  your  hearers,  what  will  the 
world  think  of  you,  when  I  affirm,  that 
the  whole  of  what  you  ftated  was  an  abfo- 
lute  falfehood  ?  J  defy  you  to  prove  a  word 
of  it.  I  feel  the  harfhnefs  ot  the  terms  I 
ufe,  but  I  appeal  to  every  one  who  heard 
you,  whether  the  language  you  uttered 
intitles  you  to  be  treated  like  a  gentleman  ? 

The  letters  were  inclofed  to  the  Speaker; 
that  which  accompanied  them  was  figned 
by  the  Agent  ,•  nor  was  there  a  fingle  in* 
jundion  of  fecrecy  with  regard  to  the 
fender.  He  apprehended  that  the  imme- 
diate publication  of  them  would  raife  the 
popular  indignation  fo  as  to  be  fatal  to 
the  writers.  Out  of  humanity  to  them  he 
delired  they  might  not  be  made  public. 

Dr.  Franklin's  declaration  was  the  next 
fubjed  of  your  abufe.  You  enveighed 
againft  it  as  marking  the  moft  inhuman 
apathy  that  the  imagination  could  conceive, 
made  to  infult  over  the  diflrefs,  and  aggra- 
vate the  wounds  which  his  villany  had 
occafioned. 

Let  us  ilate  the  fadl,  and  fee  how  far  it 
will  fupport  the  charge. 

On 
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On  the  8th  of  December  a  letter,  under 
the  fignature  oi  A?itenor,  accufed  Mr.  Tem- 
ple of  difhonourab'v   taking  the   letters   in 
queflion    from   Mr.  Whately,    whofe  name 
was  vouched  for  the  truth  of  the   charge. 
The  next  day  Mr.  Temple^  accufer  appeared, 
declarmg  Mr.  Whately's  concurrence    with 
him   m    denying  the    fadls    on   which  the 
charge  was  founded.     So  far  was  there   in 
,  this  flage  of  the  bufmefs  an  appearance  of 
any  quarrel  likely  to  happen  between  thefe 
two  Gentlemen,  it  feemed  as  if  they  were 
united  in  contradiding  a  malignant,  anony- 
mous   accufation:    But  on  the    nth    Mr 
Whately  contradided  Mr.  Temple,  and  at 

wu  ^*5^°^^  ^^^^  ^^y  the  duel  was  fought* 
what  time  or  opportunity  was  there  here  for 
the  in^rvention  of  Dr.  Franklin,  efpecially  as 
Mr.  Temple's  challenge  was  grounded  on 
the  other's  flatly  denying  what  he  had  given 
to  the  Public  under  his  hand  ?  The  original 
cauie  too  of  the  difpute  was,  Mr.  Whately's 
having  given   rife  to    and    countenanced   a 

""^^/.^    ""j"^'    ^"^    ^ruel    accufation 
againft  Mr.  Temple. 
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DufcL  between  Lord  George  GermAi^, 
and  G(A)efnvur  Johnstone. 


O 


'N  the  foiirleenth  of  December,  1770, 
Lord  George  Germain  made  a  motion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  better  attend- 
ance of  the  Members ;  and  faid,  that  what 
he  had  been  urging  was  for  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  in  which  he  declared  he  greatly 
interefled  himfelf.  Governour  Johnftone, 
in  reply,  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  the 
Noble  Lord  (hould  intereft  himfelf  in  the 
honour  of  his  country,  after  he  had  been 
fo  regardlefs  of  his  own.  Lord  George  did 
tiot  hear  tho  words  fpoken  by  Governour 
Johnftone,  being  gone  out  of  the  Houfe, 
but  he  was  informed  of  them  by  his  frieiids ; 
he  was  forry,  he  faid,  that  he  had  miffed 
the  opportunity  of  making  an  inftant  repli- 
cation ;  but  that,  however,  he  would  take 
proper  notice  of  it. 

On  Monday  the  17th  of  December,  1770, 
Governour  Johnftone  was  attending  the 
Committee,  who  were  fitting  on  the  petitions 
relative  to  the  embankment  at  Durham- 
yard,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Townftiend,  (now 
Lord  Sic^ney,)  came  to  him,  and  deuring 
to  fpeak  v.'ith  hiip,  took  him  into  anothei 

room. 
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i^oom,  where  he  to  '  bim,  after  ma  ^  a 
very  polite ar  1  gentk. nan-like  excufci  »^to 
whit  (hare  he  had  in  the  bufinefs  he  came 
Upon,  that  the  refledlion  he  had  caft  on 
the  character  uf  Lord  Geo.ge  Germairi, 
though  not  heard  by  himfelf  at  the  time, 
had  been  communicated  to  him  by  kis 
friends;  and  that  in  confequencr  Tord 
George  had  begged  of  him  tc  lu  on 
Governou;  Johnitone,  to    defire  would 

retraa    what  he    had    faid;   tha       for   his 
own  pai%    he  fhould  be   exceediugly  forry 
to  have  a  nuarrel  happen  between  two  Gen- 
tlemen w>    m  he  knew,  and  for  whom  he 
had  a  great  refpedl,   and    therefore  hoped, 
to    prevent    the    confequences,    Governour 
Johnftone  would  retrad:   what  he  had   faid 
refpedting  Lord   George.      The  Governour 
faid  It  was  very  true,  he  had  made  ufe  of 
luch  and   fuch   expreffions  in  the   Houfe^ 
that   they  conveyed   his  opinion;    a- id  that 
he  would  maintain  and  fupport  it.     Upon 
which  Mr.  TownOiend  faid,  in  that   cafe. 
Lord   George  demanded  the  f  .tisfadlion  of 
a   Gentleman  from  him ;    w^  ich  the   other 
declared  he  was  ready  to  £  .e  his  Lordfhip 
at  any  time.      Mr.  TownOiend  then  faid.' 
Lord  Geo  ge  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  and 
It  the  Governour  pleafed  they  would  go  to 
him.      The  Governour  aflented ;  and   Mr. 
Townfhend  conveyed  him  to  the  room  in 
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which  Lord  George  was  waiting.  Loii 
George  repeated  the  caufe  of  quarrel,  and 
^  tjie  demand  of  fatigfa^ion,  which  the  other 
^equiefced  in  j  apd  .  defired  his  Lordlhip 
Would  appoint  his ,  own  time  and  place. 
Lord  George  then  mentioned  the  Ring  in 
Hyde-Park;  and,  as  in  affairs  of  this  kind, 
all  times  were  alike,  the  prefent  was,  in 
his  opinion,  as  good  a  pne  as  any.  Gover- 
liqur  Johnftone  en^j^-ely  agreed  with  Lord 
Q^or^^  as  t<>  thepla?:^^  but  faid,  that,  as 
^  Wa^.np\v  at^^^rjdipg  his  daity  in  a  Com- 
jiaittee,  Qr>  a^  fobj?<9;  he  ha4  very  much  at 
b^ayt,  )^  hppc4f  tilt  meeting  Lord  George 
ajci  hour  hence ;  wj^^iW  make  no  diffeieiice, 
iiA^d  Q^orge,  faid,  no-j  and  then  fppke  a$ 
jj^fccpr^s^  informing  th^  (ppyernour  at  the 
•ftme^timie,  that  h?  h^d  jjefired  Mr,  Town^ 
(heaf^  to  attend  hioft  in  tjbat  light.  Goycr- 
P9Hri  J^l^^Pn^  f3ki4.  there  wa?  Hftl^  occafion 
fp^  fa<^d?,  ,^n4  th^t  therefore  Mr.  Town^ 
ftiend  Ihoul^  ftand  in  thgt  light  as  to  both 
c^.  .^Jjem,  Goverponr  Jphnftone  farther  f^d, 
tjkat  asf  he  had  at  that  time  an.  open  wound 
jn(.his  apm<  a;i4  his  legs  very;  n^uch  fw-elled, 
he;  could  W'ifH  they  wouW  ufe  piftols ;  to 
^Jikh  Lprd  G^pi:ge  faying  it  was  equal 
to.  him  wha^  the  weapona  w^re,  they 
feparated  I  and  Governour  Jphnftone  returned 
to  the  Cpnimittee.  lia  this  conference,  ^$ 
weU  as  through  the  whole  affair,  loth  the 
6  Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  behaved  with  the  greateft  polite^- 
nefs  to  each  other,  as  wellaswitli  the  greateft 
-courage.      At  the    appointed    hour,     Lord 
George,    and  Mr.  Townfhend    were  in  the 
Ring,   and  foon  after  Governour  Johnflone, 
accompanied  by  Sir  James  Lowther,   (now 
Lord  Lonfdale,)  arrived,   whom  he  had  hap- 
pened to  me^t  in  his  way,  and  had  folicited  to 
go  with  him.     Lord  George  accofted  Gover- 
nour Johnftone,  and  defired  he  would  men- 
tion the  diftance,    declaring  he   was    then 
upon  his  ground,  and  the  Governour  might 
take  what  diftance  he  pleafed.     The  Gover- 
nour was  taken  back  by  the  feconds,  about 
twenty  fmall  paces.     The  antagonifts  having 
prepared   their  piftols,    Lord  George  called 
on    the     Governour    to     fire,    which    the 
Governour    refufed,    faying,    that     as    his 
Lordlhip  brought  him   there,  he  muft  fire 
;firfl.     Upon  which  Lord  George  fired,  and 
then   the  Governour;  neither  of  the   (hots 
took  effedt.      Lord   George  theft   fired    his 
fe^ond  piftol,  and  as  he  was  taking  down 
his  arn>  the  Governour's  fccond  ball  hit  his 
Lordfliip's    piftol,  broke  fome   part  of  it, 
and  one  of  the  fplinters  grazed  his  Lordfliip's 
band.    The  feconds  immediately  interpofed, 
gnd  the  aiFair  was  ended. 

Governour  Johnftone.  afterwards  declared 
IQ  feis  friends,  xW  in  all  the  affairs  of  this 
^'  liciud 
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kind  which  he  ever  knew,  or  was  concerned 
in,  he  never  found  a  man  behave  with  more 
courage  and  cpolnef§  than  Lord  George  did 
on  this  occafion. 


^anag?mi:nt  of  the  London  Gazet^te,, 


[By  Mejpeurs  Burkes.] 


Ai 


I'hurfday^  June  9,  1  "rjd. 


.S  all  men  have  their  virtues  a  little 
l)alanced  by  fome  failings,  it  is  furely  a 
good-natured  part  not  to  dwell  upon  th6 
qualities  they  are  deficient  in,  but.  rather  to 
nx  our  attention  on  thofe  points  of  their 
tharadter,  in  which  they  evidently  excel. 
I  (hould  think  it  the  cruelefl  thing  in  the 
world  to  dwell  upon  Lord  George  Germain's 
conduct  of  the  civil  warj  but  l*am  happy  to 
join  with  the  world  in  applauding  his  Lord- 
ihip's  dexterous  management  of  the  Gazette. 
Whilft  under  his  aufpices,  and  animated 
by  his  example,  our  commanders,  by  happily 
Jhifting  of  their  pofition,  by  taking  the 
refolution  of  evacuating  towns,  and  by 
cfFedting  retreats  without  lofs,  are  (though 
quite  in  a  new  way)  conquering  Provinces 
abroad ;;  his  Lordlhip  is  ennployed,  according 
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to  the  foundeft  principles  of  the  beft  critics; 
in  recording  their  great  exploits  at  home,     v 

Livy  has  been  cenfured  as  diffufe  5 
Sail  lift,  Thucydides,  and  Tacitus,  have  beea 
criticifed  for  an  afFedted  brevity,  bordering 
on  the  obfciire.  Thefe  general  remarks 
favour  of  pedantry,  and  mere  literary  cant. 
To  judge  of  the  faults  or  excellence  of  the 
(JifFufe,  or  the  concife,  of  the  perfpicuous, 
or  the  obfciire  ftyles,  wc  muft  confider 
well  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl,  and  the 
defign  of  the  author.  No  unrverfal  rule 
can  be  laid  down.  Some  things  cannot  be 
difplayed  too  amply,  and  too  minutely  to 
the  public  curiofi  ty .  Others  had  better  be  j  uit 
touched  upon.  Some  fhould  (hine  in  a  glare 
of  light;  others  lliould  be  caft  modeftly  into 
the  fhade.  Some  ought  to  be  proclaimed  by 
the  found  of  trumpet;  others  there  are,  in 
which  iilence  is  the  real  eloquence. 

If  you  would  know  how  well  Lord 
George  Germain  has  employed  all  thefe 
ftyles  (and  this  no  ftyle)  you  muft  confider 
the  end  and  purpole  for  which  (befides 
fame  and  immortality)  a  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
oondefcends  to  become  an  author. 

The  world  at  large  is  not  aware  of  the 
real  objed  of  our  war  in  America.  The 
fole  drift  and  end  of  all  our  operations  there, 
has  hitherto  been,  neither  more  nor  lefs, 
than  to  difpofe  of  the  fums  of  money  that 
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have  beenlraifed  here.     Thefe  have  htm^ 
vaft  I    and  the  difperlion  of  them  has  not 
been  To  porfecfUy  eafy,  as  the  common  run 
of  people  might  imagine.     But,  by  the  aid 
of  our  kind  and  dilmterefted  friends,    (the 
London contra<aors,  and  the  German  Princes,) 
the  thing  may  be  done.     The  facility,  how4 
©ver,  of  the  expenditure,  may  not  alwaysj 
facilitate  the  fupply.      A  great  Statpfman, 
like  other  ingenious  artifts,  muft  tickle  the 
ear,    whilft  he  extrads   the  purfe.      The 
mob  out  of  doors  love  a  little  good  news, 
though  it  be  at  their  own  coft.     A  vidlory 
is  worth  a  million ;    ^nd    a  good    bonfire 
compenfates  a  tax.    The  wife  Minifter  (like 
the  induftrious  ant)   forecafts    the    winter, 
and  prepares    the  mind  for  the  ways  and 
means  of  the   feffion,    by   the   intelligence 
.with   which    he    entertains   us   during  the 
recefs.     In  the  execution  of  this   plan,  he 
^ridly  follows  the  great  matters  of  antiquity. 
The  polite  critic  of  the  Court  of  Auguftus, 
Horace,  was  intended  by  that  great  Empe- 
ror (not  fo  happy  in  obtaining  obedience  to 
his  commands  as  our    Sovereign)   for   the 
office  of   Secretary  of  State.      Whilft  that 
bufinefs  was  in   agitation,    he  wrote  thofe. 
excellent   rules  for   Gazettes,    which   have 
been  unaccountably  miftaken  for  the  rules  of 
dramatic  poetry.     A  grofs,  error  I    for  what 
has  a  Secretary  of  State  to  do  with  mrmng. 
-■  tragedies  I, 
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tragedies?  Or  how  cjin  we  imagine  that 
Horace,  after  commanding  a  Roman  legion, 
and  diftineuifhing  himfelf  in  war,  Ihould 
pondefcendto  undertai^e  the  direction  of  the 
opera  ?  The  Gazette  is  the  proper  bufinefs 
qf  his  department.  Befides  the  obfervationr 
on  ilyle  that  I  have  juft  made,  and  whicl^ 
I  confefs  I  borrowed  from  this  great  judge, 
he  makes  feveral  others  of  moment.  He 
advifes  his  Gazette  writer  to  mix  his  falfe- 
hood  with  fome  truth,  ila  mentitur  (fays  he) 
ut  verts  falfa  remifcet.  And  he  gives  hi^ 
^eafon,  and  a  very  folid  one, 

Primo  ne  medium^  medio  ne  difcrepat  mum.» 
l^e  recommends  it  to  them  to  put  off,  and 
to  bring  on  matters,  as  may  bed  fuit  political 
purpoles : 

Vt  nunc  dicat  jam  nunc  debentia  dici^ 
Pkraque  differat,    et  pre/ens    in  tempus 
omit  tat,  ' 

But  if  fad:s  prove  fo  very  untradi^hle,  as  by 
no  art  of  mixture  or  procraftination,  to  be 
made  ple^fant,  \yhy  then  he  thinks  they  are 
to  be  totally  omitted  : 

— ,  ^e 

Defperat  tra^ata  nitefcere  pojfe^  relmquit. 

To  exemplify  in  the  moft  fatisfadory 
manner  his  Lordftiip's  (kill  in  conducting  his 
Gazette  upon  thefe  rubs,  the  reader  may 
remember  the  ample  account  wc  had  of  the 
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exploits  of  Lord  Diinmore.     No  one  cap-t 
tive  pkce  was  omitted  of  thofe   miferable 
old  cannon,  which,  until  they  were  to  •*  opeii 
their  mouths,    and  (hew  forth  his  praile,"* 
had  ilcpt  and  rufled  in  negled  on  the  wharfs 
of  Virginia.     All  the  pompous  difplay  of 
Livy   and    Clarendon,    were   employed   to 
decorate  the  triumph  of  this  favourite  Gene- 
ral.    After  this  great    and  decifive  advan- 
tage  obtained  by  Lord  Dunmore  (as  far  as 
we  could  difcover  from  the  Gazette)  we  had 
•  nothing  to  do,  but  to  take  poiTeHion  of  a 
difarmed  Province.      The  gratitude  of  the 
nation  was  equal  to  the  fervices  of  the  Gene- 
ral.    His  Lordfhip  was  immortalized  in  the 
Gazette.     He  was  adopted  into  the  facred 
lixteen,    levees,    aflemblies,    cofFee-houfes, 
all  agreed  (and   they  were  certainly  right) 
that  if  every  Governor  had  acfled  with  the 
fpirit  of  Lord  Dunmore,  we  muft  have  efla- 
blifhed  our  dominion  in  all  the  other  Pro- 
vinces,   as  perfedly  as  we   had  done    in 
Virginia. 

In  the  midft  of  all  the  joy  that  arofe  from 
fuch  important  victories  as  Lord  Dunmore's, 
fo  amply  difplay ed,  an  odd  fort  of  an 
mccount  arrived.  A  very  brave  officer,  as 
brave  and  as  intelligent  an  officer  as  any  in 
the  King's  fervice.  Major  Fordyce,  with  a 
detachmenit  of  our  bell  grenadiers,  was  fem 
hy  tliis  heiroic  CQminander  Lprd  Dunmor^, 
.  upqi^ 
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upon  a  weli-planhed  expedition,'  to  which 
there  were  hut  two  fmall  obje<flions.  One, 
that  it  was  perfedtly  imprat^iicable ;  the 
other,  that  if  it  did  fucceed,  it  could  be  of 
no  kind  of  ufe.  Ac;cordingly  Major  Fordyce 
was  killed.  The  party  was  defeated;  all 
the  grenadiers  llain  or  made  prifoners — ^What 
faid  the  lately  communicative  Gazette  ?  Not 
a  fy liable.  The  Secretary  of  State  had 
wafted  his  ftock  of  eloquence  in  his  pane- 
gyric on  Lx)rd  Dunmore.  He  had  nothing 
left  for  the  funeral  oration  of  Fordyce.  He 
was  as  (ilent  as  the  grave  in  which  that  gaU 
lant  officer  and  his  brave  foldiers  were  laid. 
And  where  was  the  neceflity  for  much  dif- 
courfe  ?  ilie  man  was  dead ;  and  what  did 
it  iignify  to  put  ourfelves  into  an  ill  humour 
about  what  we  could  not  poflibly  help. 

This  Virginian  hiftory  is  an  inftance  of 
the  difFufed  ftyle  of  the  Gazette  contrafted 
with  the  oppofite  extreme  of  excellence,-— 
the  expreffive  and  eloquent  fiVoce.  The 
inftances  of  a  lefs  violent,  but  equally  judi- 
cious contraft,  are  frequent,  and  happily 
mixed  in.  I  will  endeavour  to  recal  them 
to  the  reader's  memory.  Without  fuch  a 
retrofpe<a  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  enter  into 
the  true  fpirit  of  this  exquifite  politico-literary 
performance,  which  is  now  the  fole  fource 
of  authentic  intelligence,  and  the  only  vehicle 
Vf  our  (umm6r*s  delight  and  information. 

/^  When 
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When  the  forts  of  St.  John  and  ChambI6 
were  taken  by  the  Provincials,  and  upwards 
of  500  regular  troops  m-adc  prifoners,  there 
was  a  dennand  for  the  compa<5l,  clofc, 
laconic.  %Je.  The  Gazette  dia  not  alto- 
gcther  omit  thefe  events  ;  but  with  a  won- 
derful energy  and  brevity,  related  them  in 
much  fewtT  Imes  than  the  fhorteft  article 
of  the  capitulation,  by  which  thofe  unhappy 
troops  had  furrctidered  prifoners  of  war, 
Pf  cannon  and  ftores,  not  one  word.  Thefe 
were  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  reader,' 
All  accounts  of  the  taking  of  cannon,  in 
the  explicit  ftyle,  belonged,  exclufively, 
to  Lord  Dunmore. 

We  may  remember  too,  that  when  Arnold 
jnade  the  aftonifliing  march,  which  will 
for  ever  immortalife  his  name,  the  Gazette 
was  not  abfolutely  filent.  It  gave  to  merit 
one  honefl  line ;  and  in  the  laconic  brevicy  of 
Lord  George  Germain,  **one  Arnold  appealed 
at  Point  Levi."  ^^ 

Of  the  taking  of  Montreal,  whicli  place 
with  the  whole  Arength  of  England  and 
America  conjoined,  hs^d  formerly  given 
glory  and  Peerage  to  Lord  AmheFft— on 
die  part  of  the  Gaaette  SILENCE  jr-CoK 
Prefect,  his  fhips,  his  foldiers,  his  ftor(*$ 
taikea  afterwards— SILENCE. 

This  uniformity  of  filence,  howeVejr 
prudent^  amd  even  chaftely  eloquent,  m%ht 

ketXK 
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feem  rather  dull,  and  at,  kngth  begin  to 
difguft.  People  might  learn  an  ugly  habit 
of  looking  elfewhere  for  intelligppce*,  l^ 
this  diftr^fs  an  event  h^^ppcned,  which 
jurtifi^d  the  drawing  up  the  fl^odgat^,  and 
letting  out  all  that  flow  of  eloquence  whjch 
had  bfen  fo  long  dammed  in.  Montgomery ^ 
an  pbfcure  man,  of  whom  w^  had  heajd 
nothing  before  frm  a^ithority^  was  killed 
at  Quebec,  and  his  troops  repulfed.  But 
unfortunately,  even  on  thj^  fairefl  of  all 
occafions,  we  were  again  fadly  at  a  lofs^ 
This  happy  opportunity  was  in  danger  q| 
being  wholly  thrown  away.  The  queftion 
arofe,  where  is  the  authority  for  this  good 
news?  The  conquering  Qeneral  was  to.Q 
clpfply  blocked  up,  to  fend  a  tneflengei:  of 
the  decifive  vicftory  he  had  obtained.  Tq 
take  intelligence  from  the  Philadelphia  news** 
papers,  and  to  put  ?it  the  fpot  of  the  ac<?ount,, 
**  Charles  Thompfon"  (not  our  ^S/V  Charles,) 
**  and  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,"  wzstoo  much^ 
In  efFedt,  it  was  to  regifter  a  rebellrouff 
libel  amoft'*-  the  Confecrated  recofcfe  of  officci 
This  was  lufcj  undoubtedly.  j 

"  The  difficulty  ftaggered  the  Americaa 
Secretary  of  State.  In  an  hurry;  a  CQunqil 
is  called.  The  Attorney  General,  in  his 
firm,  fturdy,  dired  way,  objedt^  to  the 
meafure.  He  relied  on  it,  that  fiich  a  flep 
might  teach  people  to  put  fome  truft  iri 
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rebellious  publications ;  and  would,  befides, 
totally  take   away  the  beil,  and  fometimes 
only  excufe  we  had  for  our  prudent  referve 
oa.  moft  of  our  defeats,  viz.  that  we  had 
them  only  fiom  the  narrative  of  the  rebels. 
This  had  fome  weight.     But  Mr.  Wedder- 
bume,  whofe  forte  is  dexterity  and  refine- 
ment, obferved,  that  the  Congrefs,  as  they 
are  a  raw,   new  government,   and  to  that 
time  unacquainted  with   difgraces,  had  not 
learned  the  art  of  gloffing  a  misfie|rtune,  but 
had  delivered  "a  plain,  round,  unvarnifhed 
tale"  of  their  defeat.      This  advantage   is 
not  to  be  miffed.     Here  (faid  Mr.  Wedder- 
burne)  we  may  dilate  at  the  expence  of  an 
enemy.     The  narrative,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
is   their  own;   and   our  imagination   is   at 
liberty  to  add  full  enough  on  this  foundation. 
We  cloath  ourfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemy.      We  may  drefs   ourfelves   **  a  la 
Congrefs^* 

Danaumqi  i^fignia  nobis 


Aptemus,  4olus  an  virtus  quisin  hojle  requirit? 

Lor4  George  carried  it  for  his  friendahe 
Solicitor's  opinion.  The  Philadelphia  Con- 
grefs  Gazette  fupplied  the  materials  forour's; 
and  here,  (but  attheir  expence,)  we  expatiated 
again.  The  ftunted  Gazette  once  more  (hot 
put  into  a  full  luxuriance  of  narrative. 

This 
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This  m6de,    however,   of  borrowing  an 

enemy's  account  is  too  ticklifh  to  be  adopted 

as  a  reguldr  pradtice.     Tl'cn  came   in  the 

great  delicate  point    in   dl  human  affairs, 

r*f  to'  know  when  to  leave  ofF.**     For,   iin- 

-luckilyj  thofe  exotic  Congrefs  news-papers 

.began  to  (hoot  out  fome  things  that  would 

•not    bear    tranfplanting,    and  were    not  at 

,all  adapted   to  flouridi  in  the    foil  of  the 

'  London  Gazette.     The  taking,  for  inflance, 

of  Brigadier  General  Macdonald  in   North 

.Carolina-^the  killing  Colonel  Macleod— the 

defeat  of  1500  of  our  Highland  troops,  and 

.the  difarming  of  the  whole  party ; — although 

all  undeniably  true — was  not   proper    ftufF 

for  a  London  Gazette.     The  expedition  of 

General  Schuyler  into  the  Indian    country, 

although    equally  certain—  the  capitulation 

of  Sir  John  Johnfon — the   making  him  a 

prifoner  on  parole — the  fubmiflion  and  laying 

Jdown  their  arms  by  600  of  our  loyal  fubje<fls 

(Scots  and  Tories)  and  the  compellins^  fome 

of  our  natural  allies,  the  humane   Ibavages 

of  the  Five  Nations,  to  lay  down  the  hatchet 

< — thefe  accounts,  one  fees  at  firft  fight,  couldl 

by  no  art  be  made  fitting  for  the  Gazette^ 

Of  thefe,  therefore,  nothing  was  faid. 

The  end  of  writing  is  et  prodejfe  et  dele^ar^» 
In  a  paper  where  the  profit  of  Minifters, 
and  the  delight  of  the  people,  were  to  be  the 
great  objects,  it  would  be  a  piece  of.downr 
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.  right  abfurdity  to  mention  fuch  things  jts 
cannot  poffibly  tell  to  the  advantage  of  the 
one  of  the^  parties,  or  afford  any  fort  of 
fatisfadfcion  to  either  of  them. 

Mr.   Miller,    I  find    it   impoffible  to   do 
juflice  to  the  merits  of  Miniflers,  as  Hiflo- 
rians  of  their  own  exploits,  in  a  findepapef. 
The  fiiWed;  grows  upon  me,  as  the  matter 
rifl's  in  dignity  and  importance.     Referving, 
therefore,   the    inimitable    beauties    of    the 
Bofton  narrative  to  another  time,  I  fhall  for 
the  pvefent  fatisfy  myfelf  with  remarking, 
that    the  naval   part   of    the  war,    though 
probably  it  comes    from    another    cjuartei*, 
18  related  on  the  fame  principle,  and  with 
no  lefs  perfedion  than  that,  which  is  carried 
on  upon  the  ^errafirma,  < 

One   of  our  men  of  war  returns   home 
rather  in  a  ihabby   condition.      But    what 
does  fhe  come  for  >    In  reality  to  bring  the 
news  of  her  own  efcape  from  the  Americans. 
Since  our  affairs  are  in  that  pleafant  iituation, 
that  retreats  are  happy  Jbiftings  of  pofition^ 
«rtd,  that  efeapes  are  to  take  rank  as  vidtories, 
it  becomes  neGefTary  to  difplay  this  eminent 
afd!\ra#jtage  at  full  length ;   and  it  is  accord- 
ingly related  at  large  in  the  true  technical 
%l€,  and  with  all  the  elegant  perfpicuity 
of  the  nautlGal   dialedt.     The  Gazette,    io 
ktciy  on  the  referve,  here  becomes  prodigal 
of  information.     We  have,  on  the  efcape 


APPENDIX.  '  28*^^ 

of  the  Glafgow  (for  the  firft  time)  an  atcoutit 
of   Commodore  Hopkins's   fquadron;    the 
number  of  veflels  ;  the  number  of  guns  ; 
the  number  of  men ;  an  account  as  exaft  as 
if  we  were  furnifhed  with  it  from  the  Navy- 
Office  of  Philadelphia.      The  flate  of  the 
Britifh  Navy  was  refufed  on  the  motion  of 
a  Marine  officer  in  ParHament,   laft  feffion. 
Amends  are  now  made  by  a  precife  detail 
(given  gratis)    of    one   of    the    American 
fleets.     We  have  the  fatisfadion  to  find  that 
this  navy  is  in  f^^al  water,  (but  fafe  enough,) 
m  New   Englaad.      In  the   late  war,    the 
efca|)e  of  one  of  our  ftout  frigates,  built  and' 
furmihed  for  war,  from  a  little  fquadron, 
confifting  of  a  decayed  merchantman,  with 
a   floop  and  fchooner  or  two,  haftily  and 
ill  fitted  into  privateers,   would  fcarce  have 
deferved    a   long  laboured  account  in  the 
Gazette.     But  things  are  altered;  Mr.  Pitt 
was.  Lord  George  Germain  />,  Secretary  of 
State.  ^ 

In  this  laft  piece  we  are  furnifhed  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  with  a  curious  example 
of  the  various  excellencies  of  the  full  difplay, 
i.tid  of  the  judicious  referve.  The  Gazette, 
which  knows  fo  minutely  every  gun  in 
Hopkins's  fleet,  and  its  weight  of  metal, 
fays  nothing  at  all  of  this  fellow's  carrying' 
his  convoy,  and  the  military  ftores  with 
which  he  was  heavily  laden,  fafely  to  the 

VOL.  ill.  U  place 
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place  ©f  their  deftination:  Nor  does  \% 
know,  that  he  had  taken  a  tranfport  and 
tender  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.  It  even 
omits  a  piece  of  good  fortune  of  the  Glafgow, 
whofe  lliot  in  the  very  firft  broadlide  damaged 
Hopkins's  rudder  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his 
fhip  lay  for  two  hours  incapable  of  purfuit 
or  fight. 

To  con^pleat  this  account  of  the  American 
Regatta,  made  for  our  fpecial  amufement ; 
by  the  fame  ufe  of  light  and  fhade  in  the 
narrative,  we  are  informed  that  a  great 
number  of  (hips  and  vejjcls  have  been  taken. 
By  this  judicious  choice  of  terms,  the  num- 
ber is  as  effedlually  fwelled  by  the  feizure 
of  a  cock  boat,  as  by  the  taking  of  the' 
largeit  fliip  that  ever  failed  in  the  Virginia 
trade. 

As  to  captures  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  we  might  conclude  from  the 
prudent  filence  of  the  Gazette,  that  there 
were  abfolutely  none.  If  it  were  not  for 
an  impertinent  tell-tale  in  the  city,  called 
Lloyd's  Lift,  (who,  in  all  good  policy  ought 
to  be  iilenced,)  we  Ihould  never  nave  gueffed 
that  above  FIFTY  tranfport  (hips  had  been 
taken  by  the  Americans;  the  (hips  them- 
felves,  exclufive  of  the  cargoes,  of  as  much 
value  at  leail  as  the  whole  of  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  Americans. 

In  a  wgrd,  whether  by  laiid  or  fea,  we 

arc 
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axe  Scarcely  intftled  from  authority  to  believe, 
that  one  misfortune  has  happened  in  the' 
whole  war.  All  is  glory,  fuccefs,  and 
VKflory.     Yet  thirteen  Provinces  are  loft. 

VALENS. 


Account  of  the  Duel  between   the  Marquis 
Townlhend  and  the  Earl  of  Bellamont. 

vyN  the  24th  of  November,  1772,  Lord  BeU 
lamont  employed  Lord  Charlemontto  wait  on 
Lord  Townftiend  with  the  following  paper, 
which  he  read  to  Lord  Townftiend.  It  will 
fully  explain  the  nature  of  the  offence  given 
to  Lord  Bellamont  at  the  Caftle  of  Dublin  in 
February,   1770,  and  was  as  follows  : 

•*  I  wait  upon  your  Lordfhip  by  defire  of 
Lord  Bellamont:    Firft,    To    return'  your 
Lordfliip  his  thanks  for  the  recommendations 
to  the  King,  with  which  you  honoured  him, 
and  for  Which  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
thanked  you  in  perfon,  if  you  had  done  him 
the  favour  to  receive  him  the  laft  time  that  he 
attended  by  your  Lordfhip 's  appointment  for 
private  audience.     I  am  further  to  acquaint 
your  Lordfhip,  that  Lord  Bellamont  thought 
it  his  duty  not  to  break  in  upon  your  Lordfhip 
at  an  earlier  day,  left  he  fhquld  interrupt  you 
in  giving  an  account  of  your  high  commiflion 
to  the  King,  or  in  taking  an  account  of  your 
V  rr  „  *«*j^vi  iSiit  uiirti^  i .     oui  as  your  ju.gruf]*m 
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has  now  been  twelve  days  in  town,  fie  coff* 
ceives  that  he  may  with  propriety  remind  your 
Lordfhip  of  the  difrefpeft  thrown  upon  him  by 
the  mefl'age  delivered  to  him  from  your  Lord- 
fhipby  your  Aid-de-Camp,  of  which  Lord 
Bellamont  makes  no  doubt  that  your  Lordftiip 
retains  a  perfed:  recolledlion  j  it  having  been 
of  that  force  as  to  have  obliged  him  to  refign 
his  employment  in  the  army,  in  order  that  he 
might  beat  liberty  to  call  upon  your  Lordlhip 
for  an  adequate  apology  without  incurring  the 
King's  difpkafure.  But  left  your  Lordihip 
Ihould  not  have  a  minute  recolle^ion  of  that 
tranfadiion  at  this  diftance  of  time.  Lord 
Bellamont  has  ftatcd  it  as  follows  i 

**  When  Lord  Bellamont,  after  feveral  re- 
peated attendances  byappointment,on  all  which 
occafions  he  had  been  put  off  without  feeing 
your  Lordihip,  did  again  wait  upon  your 
Lordlhip  by  appointment,  the  Aid-de-Camp 
in  waiting  having  gone  down  to  your 
Lordfliip  and  returned,  addreffed  Lord 
Bellamont  in  an  audible  voice,  and  acquainted 
him,  that  he  need  not  ftay  any  longer,  for 
that  your  Lordihip  "Ji'ou/d  not  be  at  leifure  to 
fee  bim  that  day  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  turning 
to  feveral  other  perfons  of  different  ranks  and 
profefTions,  he  bid  t/jem  that  your  Lordihip 
requefted  tbey  would  wait,  as  your  Lordihip 
would  fee  ibem^  however  late  it  might  be 
before  you  cou: '  finiihwith  them,  or  words 
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the  Aid-de-Camp  :  Hi«  Excellency  will  be 
,pleafed  to  afcertain  at  what  time  he  will  fte 
me.     I  have  already  waited  feveral  times  by 
appointment,  and  have  been  fent  away  each 
time.     To  which  the  Aid-de-Camp  brought 
back  the  following  melTage   to  Lord  Bella- 
mont:    His    Excellency   commands   me  to 
tell    yoiw    Lordftiip,    that   he  ufually   does 
military  bufinefs  on  Wednefdays,  and  any 
other  buiinefs  on  Thur£days ;  That  if  your 
Lordftiip  come.s  on  either  of  thofe  days,   and 
that  his  Excellency  ftiall  be  at  leifure,  hfe 
will  fed  you  among  others  in  your  turn.     To 
which  J^ord    Bellamont    replied.    Sir,  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  his  Excellency, 
that  as  a  Peer  of  the  realm  I  have  a  right  to 
audience:  but  if  his  Excellency  does  not 
know  what  he  ow^s  to  me,  I  know  what  I 
owe  to  myfelf,  and'therefore  will  not  wait 
tipon  him  here  or  elfewhere,  I  will  write  a 
letter  to  his  Excellency,  ftating  my  bufmefs, 
to  which  I  exped  he  will  fhewdue  attention, 
as  it  nearly  concerns  a  refpecSable  corps  of 
officers.     This,  my  tord,  is,  as  Lord  Bella- 
mont  conceives,   an  exadl  ftate  of  the  reci- 
procal  melTages  which  pafled  between  your 
Lordftiip  and  Lord  Bellamont:  But  as   he 
did  not  take  them  down  in  writing,  he  can- 
not   pofitively    aver  each   fyllable.      This, 
however,  he  can  pofitively  affirm,  that  fuch 
was  the  matter  of  the   meflage,    and  the 
^  terms 


TiA'i 


'iin 


M  '    li 

i 


^ , 


294  APPENDIX. 

terms  in  which  it  was  conceived,  though 
manifeftly  foftened  by  the  Aid-de-Camp; 
that  the  idea  which  it  conveyed  to  every 
perfon  prefent  was  that  of  an  intentional 
indignity  wantonly  caft  on  Lord  Bellamont 
by  your  Lordfhip.  Lord  Bellamont  conceives 
that  an  Aid-de-Camp  is  the  authentic  mef- 
fenger  of  his  fuperiour,  and  therefore  that 
a  meffage  delivered  by  the  one  is  as  the  lit  era 
fcripta  of  the  other.  Lord  Bellamont  con*- 
iiders  your  Lordjfhip  alone  refponfible  to 
him,  and  your  Lordfhip  the  only  perform 
with  whom  he  is  to  account.  The  injury  is 
of  puhlick  notoriety,  and  therefore  an  affront 
upon  record,  which  does  not  admit  of  any 
negociation. 

Lord  Townfhend  having  afked  what 
«poIogy  Lord  Bellannont  required,  Lord 
Charlemont  read  the  following  article  : 

*•  The  only  apology  which  the  nature  of 
the  offence  will  admit  of,  is  that  of  afking 
Lord  Bellamont's  pardon.  Lord  Bellamont 
does  not  mean  to  hurry  your  Lordfliip  in  any 
thing,  but  expeds  your  Lordfhip's  anfwer 
in  a  reafonable  time,  at  all  events  one  day  at 
leaft  before  your  Lordfhip  leaves  town." 

Lord  Townfhend  made  anfwer :  I  cannot 
afk  pardon,  as  it  would  be  an  acknowledge^ 
jnent  of  an  offence  I  never  intended. 

Lord  Charlemont  replied:  I  am  not  at 
Jiberty   to  take    back  any   other  anfwer  to 

Lord 
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Lord  Bellamont  than  tliajt  your  Lorddiip  afks 
his  pardpn,  or  defires  to  take  time  to  confider 
of  alking  it;  I  therefore  intreat  your  Lord- 
fhip  will  refledt  before  you  lay  me  under 
an  abfolute  neceflity  of  delivering  another 
meffage  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  Lord  Bel- 
lamont fends  with  the  utmoft  regret,  and 
which  I  (hall  deliver  with  equal  reluftancy. 

Lord  Townihend  having  perfifted  in  his 
refufal,  Lord  Charlemont  read  to  Lord 
Townfhend  the  following  meflage : 
,  **  I  am  enjoined  by  Lord  Bellamont  to 
tell  your  Lordfhip  from  him,  that  he  con- 
fiders  you  diverted  of  every  principle  that 
conflitutes  the  characHierof  aman  of  honour." 

Upon  Lord  Charlemont *s  delivery  of  this 
laft  meflage,  Lord  Townfjiend  begged  his 
permiflion  to  call  in  a  friend  to  be  witnefs 
of  it.  Colonel  Frazer  having  come  in, 
Lord  Townfhend  requefted  that  Lord  Char- 
lemont would  again  read  this  lafl  meflage. 
Lord  Charlemont  thereupon  read  the  entire 
paper  a  fecond  tirne,  and  being  requefled  by 
Lord  Townfhend  to  carry  back  an  anfwer  to 
Lord  Bellamont,  Lord  Charlemont,  conform- 
able to  his  private  inftruiflions  from  Lord 
Bellamont,  replied,  that  any  mefTage  Lord 
Townfliend  might  have  to  fend  mult  be  feat 
by  a  mefl'tjnger  of  his  own. 

On  Saturday  the  26th,  at  half  an  hour  after 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Lord  Bellamont  receiv- 

ii\^  lUc  iuiiuvviu^  Icttci  xiOiii  4-«0rCi  jL/igwiiici  ; 
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MY.  LORD»  December  itth^  177a. 

**  I  have  a  rneflage  to  deliver  to  your 
Lordfhip  from  Lord  Townfliend,  ahd  beg 
•'  to  know  when  I  may  be  allowed  to  wait 
on  you.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
*•  MyLx>rd,^ 
**  Your  Lordfliip's  moil  obedient, 

*•  Moft  humble  fervant, 
'North  Audley-flreet.         **  LIGONIER.** 
(1^0  the  Ear/  of  Bi^LLAMonT,) 


To  which  Lord  Bellamont  fent  the  follow* 
inganfwer; 


»c 


MY  LORD, 


**  I  this  moment  received  the  honour 

*  of  your  Lordfliip's  letter,  communicating 

*  to  me  that  you  have  a  meflage  to  deliver 

*  to  me  from  Lord  Townlhend,and  defiring 

*  to  know   when  I  (hall  be  at  home   to 

*  receive  your   Lordfliip.     I  (hall  not  gq 
V  abroad  to-morrow,  but  will  wait  at  home 

*  to   have    the  honour  of   receiving  your 

*  Lordlhip,    and  any  commands  you  may 
^  have  for  me.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

*•  My  Lord, 
**  Your  Lordfliip  *s  very  humble, 

,**  And  obedient  fervant, 
Curzon-Jlreet,         **  BELLAMONT/' 
Saturday  night,  half  after  1 1  o'clock, 

(To  Lord  VlfcountLiGoiiii.B..) 

On 
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. .  On  Sunday  morning  at  eleven  o'clock 
Lord  Ligonier  waited  on  Lord  Bellamont, 
who  anticipating  ]Lord  Ligonier,  faid,  **  Be. 
fore  I  receive  the  meflage  your  Lordfhip  has 
to  deliver  to  me,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  calj 
in  Lord  Charlemont,  in  order  that  as  CoL 
Frazer  was  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  my 
meffage  to  Lord  Townlhend,  Lord  Charle- 

*■  mont  may  be  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  Lord 
Townfliend's  meffage  tome;  to  which  Lord 
Ligonier  immediately  confented.  Lord  Char* 
lemont  being  called  in,  Lord  Bellamont  faid, 
the  tranfacSion  had,  he  fuppofed,  been 
related  to  Lord  Ligonier  on  the  ^?.c  of  Lord 
Townfhend.  He  wiihed  it  (hould  be  related 
by  Lord  Charlemont  on  the  part  of  him, 
for  he  (hould  be  concerned  to  be  mifconceived 
by  Lord  Ligonier,  for  whom  he  had  a  high 
refpe(fl;    and   that   from   the  moment   that 

,  Lord  Ligonier  ihould  have  delivered  Lord 
Town(hend*s  meffage,  he  did  not  think  it 
proper  for  himfelf  or  friend  to  fpeak  another 
word ;  of  which  Lord  Ligonier  having 
expreffed  his  approbation,  Lord  Charlemont 
read  the  paper  to  Lord  Ligonier,  which  he 
had  by  Lord  Bellamont *s  defire  read  to  Lord 
Townlhend.  Lord  Ligonier  then  addreffing 
Lord  Bellamont,  faid,  **  What  will  your 
Lordfhip  fay,  when,  notwithftanding  the 
force  of  this  meffage,  I  tell  you  I  am  autho- 
rized by   Lord   Townlhend   to  affure   your 

Lordfhip, 
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Lordfliip,  he  never  meant  to  offend  you?" 
Lord  Bellamont,  after  a  litfle  paufe,  replied, 
•*  I  confefs,  my  Lord,  this  is  more  than  I 
(expedted ;  but  lince  then  Lord  Townfhend's 
firll  care  is  to  juilify  his  intentions  towards 
me  even  under  his  preferit  fituation,  let  him 
do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juftify  me  in 
releafing    him    from    that    fituation.      The 
apology  your  Lordfhip  has  now  delivered  to 
me   is  not  yet  entirely    fufiicient."      Lord 
Ligonier  defired   le^ive  to  go  back  to  Lord 
Townlhend,  and  fhortly  returned   with  the 
following  meffage :    **  Lord  Townlhend  has 
already   affured    your    Lord(hip    he    never 
meant   to  offend  you.      He   furtjier  aflures 
you  he  is  forry  for  the  affair. "     Lord  Bella- 
mont then  faid,  *<  Before  J  proceed  any  fur^ 
ther,  I  muft  delire  that  Lord  Ancram  be  fent 
for,  as  he   has    this   morning  accepted  th« 
office  of  being  my  friend  in  the  field  if  I 
fhall  be  called  upon."     Lord  Ancram  being 
arrived,  and   informed  by  the  Lords  Qhar- 
lemont   and  J^igonier  of  what  had   paffed, 
the  Lords  Charlemont  and  Ancram  declared 
that  nothing  more  could  be  demanded;  and 
then    with   Lord   Ligonier   faid,    that  Lord 
Bellamont  could  not  lurely  require  that  Lord 
Townfhend    fhould   alk   his    pardon    for  ar> 
offence    which    he   had   now    in   the   mofl: 
fatisf'ad:ory  manner  declared    he  had  never 
committed.     Lord   Bellamont  made  anfwer, 
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*•  My  Lords i  I  feel  as  you  do,  that  every 
thing  is  implied  in  this  apology  ;  but  it  is 
neceflary  that  it  be  fully  exprefTed  ;"  and 
having  defired  leave  to  retire  into  another 
room  to  confider  the  matter  more  clearly,  he 
returned  with  the  following  written  paper, 
which  he  gave  to  Lord  Ligonier,  telling  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  did  not  tie  him 
down  to  the  letter,  but  that  was  the  purport 
of  the  only  reparation  he  could  receive,  viz. 
**  Lord  Townfliend  does  admit  that  the 
meffage  delivered  to  Lord  Bellamont  by  his 
Aid-de-Camp  was  highly  ofFenlive;  he 
therefore  difavows  it  as  fuch,  and  declares 
that  it  was  not  in  his  intentions  to  give  Lord 
Bellamont  any  offence,  and  that  he  is  very 
niMch  concerned  for  the  miftake."  Lord 
Ligonier  accordingly  waited  on  Lord  Towq- 
fliend  wjth  the  faid  paper,  and  brought  back 
to  Lord  Bellamont  an  apology  con fon ant  to 
the  full  and  entire  purport  oi  it,  conceived 
in  the  moft  fatisfadtory  terms.  Lord  Bella- 
mont immediately  requefted  Lord  Ligonier 
would  allure  Lord  Townfhend,  that  as  Lord 
Townlhend  had  by  that  laft  apology  done 
away  the  foundation  of  the  meffage  delivered 
from  him  to  Lord  ToWnfhend  by  Lord 
Gharlemont,  he  had  very  great  pleafure  in 
declaring  it  cancelled  and  annulled. 

GHARLEMONT.     (L.  S.) 
ANCRAM.  (L.  S.) 
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^  1  canned  refufc  /i^Mg  the  paper  ddi- 
vered  to  me  ^is  mbming  without  afTignmg 
my  reafons  for  jt ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  the 
motive  of  my  decjining  it  will  juftify  me 
to  the  woi'iM, 

•*  I  afTent  to  the  fyO:s  and  progreflions  a« 
ftated,  but  I  was  mifunderftood  if  what  { 
faid  relative  to  Ijord  Townftiend  was  con^ 
iidered  ^s  a  mefTage  from  him.  It  certainly 
was  not  Lord  To^vnfhend's  intentions  it 
fhould  be  fo,  though  I  was  authorifed  to 
fay  it  from  Lord  Townlhend  to  Lord  Bella^ 
mont,  which  diftindlion  I  did  not  make  to 
Lord  Bellamont. 

As  I  wifhed,  from  motives  of  humanity, 
to  bring  the  affair  to  an  honourable  con- 
clufion  without  coming  to  extremities,  | 
propofed  returning  to  Lord  Townfhend  :  my 
view  in  fo  doing  was  that  of  promoting 
an  accommodation  honourable  to  both. 

**  If  I  conveyed  any  other  idea  to  the 
Lords  on  my  return  from  Lord  Townfhend 
than  a  confirmation  that  his  Lordfhip  had 
intended  no  affront  or  injury  to  Lord  Bella*, 
mont,  and  that  he  difapproved  the  manner 
of  the  Aid-de-Camp,  I  have  tc  regret  *hat 
I  had  not  the  good  fortune  ?'a;>  »ain  myielf 
according  to  my  own  ideas  and  thole  of 
Lord  Townfhend. 

♦*  In  juftice  to  Lord  Townfhend,  I  mufl 
h^g  leave  to  obferve,  that  whatever  expref- 
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Uons  of  conr**rn  he  might  make  ufe  of  on 
this  mifunderftanding,  arofe  from  the  re  ^ret 
every  mail  i.f  honour  muft  feel  under  % 
Aippodtion  of  having  given  offence.  This 
is  what  I  underftooJ  from  Lord  Tcnvnfhend, 
and  what  I  meant  to  convey. 

•*  I  cannot  but  perfevere  in  declftiing  to 
%n  the  paper,  as  I  find  upon  confideration 
that  what  I  thought  an  explanation,  equally 
honourable  to  both,  may  be  conftrued  into 
a.  fubmiflive  apology,  which  mufl;  appear 
humiliating  to  Lord  Townlhend. 

**  What  impreflions  may  have  been 
received  from  any  expreffions  of  mine  in 
the  many  private  con verfations  I  hive  had 
on  this  painful  event,  I  will  not  ^refume 
to  determine  ^  but  I  declare  upon  my  honour, 
I  havie  had  no  other  view  than  to  terminate 
this  affair  to  the  honour  of  all  parties,  and 
fhall  lament  if  my  endeavours  Chouid  be 
fruftrated. 
>;z.  29th,  1773.        LIGONIER.  (L.S.) 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  cfiginal  in  the 
hands  of  Lord  Bellamont. 

CHARLEMONT 
ANCRAM, 

FeBruary  a,  1773. 
This  afternoon,   between  four    and   five 
o'clock,  the  long- fubfifting  difference  between 
Lord  Townlhend  and  thfe  Earl  of  Bellamont 
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was  finally  decided  in  Mary-le-bone-fiekfs, 
when  the  latter  received  a  ball  in  the  right 
fide  of  his  belly,  near  his  groin.     They  were 
armed   with  Imall  fwords,   and  a  cafe  of 
piUols,  but  it  was  agreed  to  ufe  the  latter 
firft.     Lord   Townlhend   fired   firft,  which 
gave  the  unfortunate  wound,  and  Lord  Bel- 
lamont   difcharged    his    piftol   immediately 
after,    without  effba:.      The  feconds  were^ 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dillon   for  Lord  Bellamont, 
and  Lord   Ligonier   for  Lord   Townfhend. 
Lord  Bellamont  was  immediately  taken  up, 
and  put  into  a  chaife,  but,  from  the  agony 
arifing  from  his  wound,  he  could  not  bear 
the  motion;   a  chair  was  therefore   imme- 
diately fent  for,  and  he  was  with  great  pain 
put  into  it,    and   carried   to  his    lodgings, 
where,  when  he  arrived,  he  defired  to  be 
laid  on  his  back.     Mr.  Bromfield,  and  other 
furgeons  were  immediately  called  in,   who 
after  fome  time,  extraded  the  ball,  and  his 
Lordfliip  recovered. 

Their  Lordftiips  behaved  to  each  other  in 
the  field  with  great  politenefs.  When  they 
had  taken  their  ground,  Lord  Bellamont 
took  off  his  hat,  which  was  returned  by 
Lord  Townfliend,  who  alked  his  antagonift 
which  he  chofe  fhould  fire  firft.  Lord 
Bellamont  anfwered,  he  begged  Lord  Town- 
fliend would,  which  was  niimediately  com- 
plied   with. 

Sir 
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*V/V  George  Savile*s  Addrefs  to  his 
Co7iJlituents,  in  the  year  1780,  is  deferving 
of  prefervation.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  it' 


i  ! 


To  the  Gentlemen^  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  Tork. 

gentlemen, 

Jl  venture  once  more  to  make  you  a 
tender  of  my  fervice  in  Parliament.  Q'vi^ 
me  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you 
my  cordial  thanks  for  all  the  indigencies 
you  have  (hewn  me;  and  for  your  kind 
acceptance  of  my  endeavours  to  perform  the 
duty  I  had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  mofl  honourable 
teflimony,  becaufe  it  proves  that  you  enter- 
tain a  convidtion  of  the  purity  of  my  inten- 
tions, fufficient  to  make  you  overlook  every 
thing  amifs  which  did  not  proceed  from 
the  will. 

In  renewing  my  defire  to  continue  in 
your  fervice,  I  think  it,  however,  my  duty 
to  confefs  to  you,  that  it  has  not  been 
without  much  ferious  confideration,  and 
more  than  common  hefitation,  that  I  have 
determined  upon  it.  I  muft  not  omit 
making  you  aware,  that  it  is  by  no  means 

probable 
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probable  1  fhould  be  able  even  to  perfbrnl 
the  mere  duty  of  attendance  as  pun<5lually 
as  I  have  hitherto  done ;  efpecially  if  the 
duration  of  Parliament  Ihould  prove  to  be 
for  feven  years.  By  what  I  have  in  fome 
degree  experienced  already,  I  have  no  reafoa 
to  believe  fo  long  a  continuance  of  fuch  an 
attendance  would  be  perfe(ftly  confiftent  with 
my  health. 

But  there  is    fomething  more  ferious    I 

have  to  fay  to  you  on  this   fubjedl.     The 

fatisfadlion  and  honour  of   attending  your 

bufineft,  has  ever  overbalanced  the  laboui : 

but  my  attendance  during  the  lafl:  Parliament 

has  been   fomething  worfe   than  laborious ; 

it    has    been    difcouraging,  grievous,    and 

painful.     Look  back,  for  a  moment,  upon 

the  things  which  have  been  done,  or  (being 

done,)  have  been  approved  of,  by  that  body, 

of  which  I  have  been  a  conftituent   part. 

Compare  the  prefent  with  the  pafl  fituation 

of  public  affairs.     Whether  glory,  conqueft, 

and  riches ;   or  peace,  content,  liberty,  and 

the  enjoyment  of  your  conftitutional  rights, 

be  your  principal  objeds — In  which  of  them 

have  you  been   gratified  ?     I  have  been,  in 

my  colled ive  capacity,   a  party  to  all  thefe 

changes,  and  to  all  the  meafures  which  have 

produced  them  :  fupported  in  this  mortifying 

iituation  with  one  only  confolation,   a  very 

great  one  indeed  to  my  own  mind,  that  of 
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being  able  to  aflure  you,  that  there  has 
been  no  one  meafure,  of  all  thofe  which 
have  proved  fo  ruinous  and  fatal,  which  I 
have  not,  as  an  individual,  refiP-ed,  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
inefFe(flual,  negative ;  and  a  miferable  claim 
to  your  favour,  to  have  failed  (as  far  as  my 
poor  and  (lender  efforts  are  in  queftion) 
almofl  in  every  point  regarding  thofe  rights 
and  that  profperity  which  I  was  fpecially 
chofen  to  cultivate  and  to  maintain. 

I  return  to  you,  therefore,  baffled  and 
difpirited,  and  I  am  forry  that  truth  obliges 
me  to  add,  with  hardly  a  ray  of  Kope  of 
feeing  any  change  in  the  milerable  courfe 
of  public  calamities. 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  account  in 
rendering  up  to  you  my  trufl,  I  deliver  to 
you  your  fliare  of  a  country  maimed  and 
weakened,  its  treafures  lavilhed  and  mis- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and  its  conduft 
the  laughing-flock  of  Europe;  our  nation 
in  a  manner  without  allies  or  friends,  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  deflroy  our  fellow- 
fubjedts,  and  to  ravage  a  country,  in  which 
we  once  claimed  an  invaluable  (hare.  I 
return  to  you  fome  of  your  principal  privi- 
leges impeached  and  mangled.  And,  laflly, 
I  leave  you,  as  I  conceive  at  this  hour  and 
moment,  fully,  effe(5tually,  and  abfolutely 
under  the  difcretion  and  power  of  a  military 
VOL.  HI.  X  force. 
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force,  which  is  to  adl  without  waiting  for 
the  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrates;  for 
it  is  fit  you  (hould  know,  if  you  are  not 
already  informed,  that  an  order  iffued  in 
London,  (at  a  moment  when  the  violence  of 
the  riots  and  the  remiflhefs  of  the  civil 
magiftrate  might  render  neceflary  an  extras- 
ordinary  and  violent  temporary  exertion  of 
the  military,)  that  order,  I  fay,  has,  as  I 
have  good  grounds  to  believe,  been  extended 
to  the  whole  kingdom ;  where  neither  of 
thofe  caufes  exifled  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to  juftify  fo  decifive  and  extraordinary  a 
meafure ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  that  order 
being  recalled. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs,  and  with 
this  account  to  render  of  my  commiflion, 
}udge  whether  I  can  boldly  and  chearfully, 
or  fupported  by  any  rational  confidence, 
boaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont  to  do, 
of  what  I  will  do,  and  what  I  will  under-* 
take  for  yoiur  fervice. 

For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even  the  ufual 
ilyle  of  fuch  addrefles,  and  forbearing  as 
well  the  forward  promifes  as  the,  fuperficial 
humblenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty  to  lay  before 
you,  without  difguife  or  palliation,  the  pre* 
fent  ftate  of  your  concerns  as  they  appear 
to  me,  and  the  gloomy  profped  which  lies 
Wfore  \]B. 

Some 
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Some  have  been  accufed  of  exaggerating 
the  public  misfortunes,  nay,  of  having  endea- 
voured to  help  forward  the  mifchief,  that 
they  might  afterwards  raife  difcontents.  I 
am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither  my  temper, 
nor  my  iituation  in  life,  will  be  thought 
naturally  to  urge  me  to  promote  mifery, 
difcord,  or  confufion;  or  to  exult  in  the 
fubverfion  of  order,  or  in  the  ruin  of  property. 
I  have  no  reafon  to  contemplate  with  plea- 
fure  the  poverty  of  our  country,  the  increafe 
6f  our  debts  and  of  our  taxes ;  or  the  decay 
of  our  commerce — ^Truft  not  however  to 
my  report.  Refled:,  compare,  and  judge 
for  yourfelves. 

But  under  all  thefe  difheartening  circum- 
flances,  I  could  yet  entertain  a  chearful 
hope,  and  undertake  again  the  commiflion 
with  alacrity,  as  well  as  zeal,  if  I  could 
fee  any  efFe<a:ual  fteps  taken  to  remove  the 
original  caufe  of  the  mifchief.  "  Then 
would  there  be  a  hope." 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conftituent  body, 
and  thereby  that  of  the  reprefentative  be 
leftored,  there  is  None. 

While  the  eledlors  fell  their  voices  to  the 
member,  and  the  member  diftreffes  his 
fortune  to  buy  them.  Parliament  will  be 
the  purchafe  of  the  Minifter.  Parliament., 
jnen  will  find  ways  of  partaking  other  advan- 
tages than  merely  their  (hare  in  cpipmon 
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with  you,    of  thofe  good  meafures  which 
they  fhall  promote,  and  of  thofe  good  laws 
which  they  fhall  enadt  for  your  government 
and  their  own:    and  the   modern-improved 
arts  of  corruption,   by  contra<n:s,   fubfcrip- 
tions,  and  jobs,  is  attended  with  this  perverfe 
and  vexatious  confequence ;  that  their  benefit 
is   not   only  unconnected   with    yours,    but 
it  grows  upon  your  diftrefs.     They  feed  on 
the  expence;  they  fatten   on    every   extra- 
vagance that  art  and  ill-condiidt  can  engraft 
on  the   natural   dil'ad vantages  of  a  remote, 
ra(h,   ill-fated,  impolitic,    and   unfuccefsful 
war.      The  Minifter's   dired:  intereft  (nay 
his  fafety)    meanwhile,    requiring    him    to 
pufh  the  defperate  game,  and  even  in  felf- 
defence,  to  encreafe  that  very  expence  which 
is  his  crime  ;  to  intrench  himfelf  ilill  deeper 
in  corruption,    and  by   headlong    and    un- 
meafured  extravagance,  to  have  the  meanst 
of  juftifying,    to    the  faithful   Commons, 
his  former  mifmanagement   and    mifdeeds. 
— See  where  this  ends,  but  forget  not  where 
it  begins. 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to  fpeak 
upon  the  fubjed:  of  certain  regulations,  which 
have  been  the  object  of  your  late  aflemblies 
and  deliberations.  Indeed,  I  have  brought 
myfelf  to  this  matter  almoft  unavoidably, 
but  not  unwillingly.  I  gladly  embrace  this; 
moft  public  opportunity  of  delivering  my  fenti- 
4J  ,  ■  meats. 
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ments,  not  only  to  all  my  conftituents,  but 
to  thofe  likewife,  not  my  conftituents,  whoni 
yet  in  the  large  fenfe  I  reprefent,  and  am 
faithfully  to  ferve;  not  only  to  twenty 
thoufand,  my  eledors,  but  to  hundreds  of 
thoufands  in  the  county  I  reprefent,  (to  go 
no  farther,)  who  are  to  fuffer  under  the  bad 
conduct  of"  Parliament;  and  of  declaring 
my  intentions,  regarding  the  two  chief 
articles  contained  in  the  refolutions  agreed 
to  at  your  late  meetings;  I  mean,  rendering 
parliaments  triennial,  and  adding  to  the  num- 
ber of  county  reprefentatives. 

I  do  not  intend  to  give  my  voice,  if  I 
have  the  honour  of  continuing  in  your  fer- 
vice,  for  the  change  of  feptennial  parliaments. 
And  this,  not  becaufe  I  am  fo  fanguine  as 
fome  are,  in  a  full  perfualion,  that  it  will 
be  a  cure  for  all  our  evils ;  no,  nor  even 
that  I  promife  myfelf  it  will  be  attended 
with  any  fuch  fure  hope  of  confiderable 
advantage^  (at  leaft,  if  unaccompanied  by 
fome  other  fteps  tending  to  purify  the  fources 
of  eledion  and  reprefentation  ;)  but  chiefly, 
becaufe,  on  the  beft  information  I  have 
obtained,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  it  is  thei 
mind  and  defire  of  a  very  large  number  of 
my  conftituents  :  this  feeming  to  me  to  be 
the  one  point  (at  leaft  with  diftinguilhed 
preference)  on  which' the  fender,  not  he  who 
is  fent,  has  the  perfed  right  to  judge ;  and 
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<hat,  even  if  after  all,  I  fliould  have  mifta- 
ken  their  genieral  fenfe,  it  will  be  at  leaii: 
the  fafer  errors  iince  there  is  a  manifeft  dif, 
ference  btjtwcen  the  obtruding  one*s  felf  for 
feven  years  on  him  who  wiflies  to  have  his 
choice  again  at  the  end  of  three,  and  return- 
ing for  his  approbation  at  three ;  when  he 
might  perhaps  have  been  wdl  content  to  truft 
one  for  feven. 

.  I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in  adding 
(efpecially  when  fupported  by  your  opinions,) 
that  I  am  willing  to  flatter  myfelf,  rather 
good  than  evil  may  arife  from  the  change. 

But  I  look  upon  reftoring  ele<^ion  and 
reprefentation  in  fome  degree  (for  I  expert 
no  miracles)  to  their  original  purity,  to  be 
that,  without  which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  tenant-right,  or 
good-will  of  a  leafe  of  three  years,  is  as 
faleable  as  that  of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will 
find  its  price  at  both  the  London  and  coun^ 
try  markets.  It  will  be  bought,  it  will  be  fold. 
The  member  will  be  as  manageable,  if  the 
conftituent  be  as  venal.  And  they  will  not 
be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as  ofren  as  you 
pleafe* 

The  adding  to  the  country  reprefentation, 
if  by  no  means  a  perfedl  cure,  feems  yet 
to  me  to  be  the  plaineA,  and  beft  propofition 
for  this  purpofe,  that  has  yet  come  under 
my  obftrvation;  I  trull,  likewife,  it  may  be 
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pradicable.  I  therefore  embrace  it,  not 
only  from  a  deference  to  your  opinion,  but 
with  an  approbation  of  my  own.  Yet  not 
flattering  you,  that  it  appears  to  nae  one  of 
thofe  matters  eafy  of  execution,  or  to  be 
done  with  a  thought ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
more  complicated  (as  it  fcems  to  me  more 
efFedtual)  than  the  firft-mentioned  alteration. 
But  this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall  rubs  oc 
difficulties.  If  fomething  be  not  done,  you 
may,  indeed,  retain  the  outward  form  of 
*your  Conftitution,  but  not  the  power  thereof. 
For  it  is  too  ferious  a  truth  to  be  con- 
cealed, and,  indeed,  it  is  too  late  ferioufly 
to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  that  if  the  Elediors 
forgetting  the  folemn  duty  they  owe  to  the 
millions  of  their  fellow-fubje<fts,  whofe 
Tights  they  are  in  the  firft  instance  intntfted 
with :  if  forgetting  the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them,  of  choofing  thofe  who  are  to  govern 
thofe  millions ;  if  forgetting  that  they  are 
therefore  a  fort  of  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  nurtierous  to  vote 
themfelves ;)  I  fay,  if  forgetting  thefe  things, 
and  fhamefully  proftituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  to  fell  themfelves 
and  their  country  ;  let  them  not  wonder  (nay 
icarcely  can  they  complain  without  fliamc) 
if  thofe  whom  they  choofe,  imitating  their 
condud,  retail  daily  thofe  rights  which  they 
have  bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  feptennial, 
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triennial,  or  annual  fairs  and  markets.     We 
can  converfe  thus  without  a  blulh. 

•Neither  time  permits,  nor  does  propriety- 
allow  me  to  enter  into  arguments  in  fupport 
of  a  fentiment  of  which  (much  I  think 
to  your  honour)  you  have  declared  your 
approbation;  but  although  it  fuits  neither 
the  time  nor  the  circumflance,  to  argue  and 
debate,  I  truft  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty,  or  of  the 
refpect  I  owe  you,  in  thus  makinir  a  public 
declaration  of  my  opinions  and  intentions  m 
matters  concerning  which,  after  rhe  tender 
I  have  made  of  my  fervice,  you  have  an 
unqueftionable  right,  as  you  muft  have  a 
natural  wi(h,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  I  had  reafon  to 
believe  the  time  preffed  ,  I  was  foon  con- 
jfirmed  in  what  I  had  heard.  It  was  become 
material  to  addrefs  you  quickly,  if  at  all; 
but  although  what  I  have  written  has  been 
the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do  not  think  that 
the  matter  has  not  again  and  again  been  the 
fubjedt  of  deliberate  thoughts  ;  I  fhould  not 
have  dared  to  have  prefented  you  with  crude 
and  uwdigefled  ideas  or  the  fancy  of  a  mo- 
ment ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  fo  innatten- 
tiye  have  I  been  to  the  advantages  this  addrefs 
might  receive,  in  its  form,  from  the  aflift- 
ance  of  i^bler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly  to  yoq, 
without  the  opportunity  of  communicating  it 
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to  thofe  whofe  principles,  judgment,  and 
line  of  condud  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with  high 
relped;  and  efleem. 

My  bufinefs  is  not  to  write  ably  to  you, 
but  to  write  with  fincerity.  The  relation 
that  {lands  now  between  us,  gives  you  a 
right,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
fentiments ;  and  I  willingly  fubmit  every 
defe<a  to  your  cenfure,  rather  than  be  fup- 
pofed  to  ufe  management  and  art,  or  to 
confult  what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  confiderations,  inftead  of  that  which 
unbridled  truth  (according  to  my  conception 
of  it)  requires  of  me.  What  further  fteps 
xn^y  be  in  contemplation  towards  obtaining 
the  laudable  obje<5t  of  our  wifhes,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  what  has 
lately  arifen  will  flacken  the  zeal  of  thofe  who 
have  already  ftepped  forward  in  the  bufinefs. 
With  that  idea  upon  my  mind,  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  conclude  without  expreffing 
an  earneft  wifli,  that  whatever  is  thought  of 
may  be  purfued  with  that  true  fpirit  of  firm- 
nefs  and, moderation,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  of  ju/lice ;  and  above  all,  that  by 
every  means  that  can  be  devifed,  a  good 
Vnderflanding  and  union  may  be  infured 
amongft  refpedable  men  of  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions,  who  agree  in  the  main  prin- 
ciples of  liberty;    although  there  may    be 

Ihades 


3H 


APPENDIX. 


fhades  of  diflference  in  fmaller  points,  or  in 
matters  not  calling  for  immediate  difcuflion. 
Indeed  you  will  find  it  true  wifdom,  and  a 
very  honourable  policy,  to  flrenthen  the  caufe 
of  your  country  with  every  honeft  aid  that 
can  be  obtained.— No  public  caufe  was  ever 
carried  by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  the  honour  of  meeting  you 
in  the  exercife  of  the  great  and  refpedable 
function  of  choofing  your  reprefentatives,  I 
beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  Gentlemen, 
■with  perfect  refpeft,  and  a  remembrance  of 
all  your  kindnefs, 

Your  moft  obliged. 

And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Savile, 
NewtaJHe-ufon-Tynef  Sept,  ^,  1780. 


Proceedings  of  the  Gzs era l  Chamber  of 
Manufadiurers  of  Great   Britain,  on    the 
French  Treaty.     From  the  ninth  of  FebrU" 
ary  to  the  twenty-feventh  of  March  1787. 

Proceedings  (fa  General  Meeting  held  February 
10, 1 7 87  J  Tho.  Walker,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  ninth  of 
this  month  was  read.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  the  Report  : — 

IN  compliance  with  the    orders    of  the 
General  Meeting,  held  on  the  fifth  inftant, 
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by  which  the  committee  is  directed  to  en- 
quire ipto  the  following  points,  viz. 

I.  What  laws  muft  be  repealed  to  make 
room  for  the  French  treaty  ? 

II.  What  articles  were  prohibited  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  now  admitted  ? 

III.  Does  the  French  treaty  put  an  end 
^o  the  treaty  with  Portugal  ? 

IV.  Are  any  articles  exported  to  Portugal 
not  included  in  the  tariff ? 

V.  Alfo  the  committee  are  requefted  to 
get  the  mofl  authentic  information,  refped- 
ing  the  doubts  exprelTed  on  their  minutes  on 
various  articles  of  the  French  treaty  ? 

Your  committee  have  referred  to  thofe 
doubts  exprefled  upon  the  minutes;  and  it  is 
with  infinite  concern  they  perceive,  that  no 
anfwer  whatfoever  has  hitherto  been  inferted 
lipon  the  minutes  refpeding  them.  It  appears 
by  the  minutes,  that  the  firft  Fourteen  Arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  were  read  at  a  committee, 
held  on  the  21ft  November  laft;  and  the 
committee  was  adjourned. 

On  the  aSth  November,  another  committee 
was  held,  and  the  following  doubts  were 
ordered  to  be  inferted  upon  the  minutes, 
viz. 

"On  reconfidering  the  Fifth  Article  of 
the  treaty  laft  concluded  with  France;  the 
committee  have  fome  doubt,  whether  fuffici- 
mt  remedy  be  provided   againft    artifts  or 
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manufadurcrs  being  conveyed  out  of  the 
kingdom,  under  the  denomination  of  fervants 
to  fubjeds  of  France,  leaving  this  country  ? 

V  And  a  doubt  alfo  arifes,  whether  this 
Article  does  not  in  certain  cafes  repeal  the 
laws  now  in  force  againft  the  exportation  of 
fundry  raw  materials,  tools,  and  utenfils  ? 

**  And  it  is  alfo  doubted,  whether  any 
proteftion  be  afforded  by  this  treaty  againft 
the  importation  from  France  of  any  articles, 
for  the  ptianufadlure  and  fale  of  which  an 
cxclulive  privilege  is  granted  by  the  King*t 
Letters  Patent  ? 

•*  It  alfo  feems  reafonable  to  them,  that 
if  a  drawback  be  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  French  wines,  and  other  articles  from 
hence  3  a  drawback  ftiould  be  allowed  on  the 
manufadures  of  this  country,  when  exported 
from  France. 

The  firft  and  fecond  claufes  of  the  above 
doubts  appear  beyond  all  other  things  moft 
important  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom : 
And  your  committee,  upon  carefully  peru- 
iing  the  words  of  the  Fifth  Article,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  convention  lately 
publifhed,  (which  is  totally  filent  on  this 
point,  although  intended  to  remove  other 
doubtful  parts  of  the  treaty,)  have  too  great 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  confequences  of 
the  moft  alarming  nature  will  eniiie,  when 
laws  are  made  (as   ftipulated  in  the  Four-* 
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teenth  Article)  to  give  efFerf  to   all  parts  of 

this  Treaty, If  thefe  apprehenfions  are 

juft,  the  Fifth  Article,  proteding  only  in 
certain  cafes  the  pjohibitions  on  the  import 
trade,  leaves  open  the  exportation  to  France  of 
all  the  raw  materials  of  Great  Britain  at  pre- 
fent  prohibited — whether  wool^fuller's-earth^ 
raw  hides,  or  any  other  material — and  alfo, 
all  the  tools  and  utenfils  ufed  in  our  manu- 
fadures ;  it  expofes  us  likewife  to  the  lofs 
of  our  artifts  and  Workmen  of  every  fort, 
who  may  chufe  to  emigrate  under  the  de- 
fcription  of  fervants  to  Frenchmen  leaving 
this  kingdom;  **  any  law  privilege,  grant, 
immunities  or  cufloms  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding." 

The  firfl  queftion  of  the  General  Meeting, 
viz.  **  What  laws  muftbe  repealed  to  make 
**  room  for  the  French  treaty  ?"  is  of  fo  ex- 
tenfive  a  nature,  that  your  committee  have 
not  been  able  to  collea:  fo  full  information 
as  they  wilh  to  do :  They  hav€  ftated  above 
generally,  that  the  laws  -at  prefent  exifting 
againft  the  exportation  of  wool,  raw  hides, 
tools,  and  the  emigration  of  artifts  muft  be 
repealed ;  (as  agreed  on  in  the  Fourteenth 
Article;)  otherwife  the  fubje<fls  of  France, 
chuiing  to  refide  for  a  time  in  Great  Britain, 
and  then  to  return  home  to  their  native 
country,  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and 
trade,  cannot  enjoy  all  the  advantages  granted 
them  by  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  treaty. 
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But,  befides  the  laws  reftraining  exporta- 
tion, there  are  many  others  which,  in  favour 
of  our  own  manufactures,  prohibit  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  as  the  4th 
Edward  IV.  chap.  i.  by  which  no  cloths 
wrought  beyond  fea,  Ihall  be  brought  into 
England,  and  fet  to  fale ;  the  3d  Edw.  IV. 
chap.  3d  and  4th  j  the  ift  of  Rich.  III. 
chap.  12th;  the  7th  Eliz.  chap.  7th;  the 
1 3th and  14th  Charles  II.  chap.  13th;  which 
contain  a  variety  of  prohibitions,  on  the  im- 
portation of  a  great  number  of  articles  in  the 
woollen,  iron,  copper  and  glafs  manu- 
fa(flures  1  every  one  of  which  laws  mufl 
neceflarily  be  repealed.  And  it  has  alfo 
been  provided  by  a  law,  iftof  Rich.  II.  c. 
9th  and  the  3ad  Hen.  VIII.  c.  15.  «*  That 
•*  no  alien  fhall  fell  b-  retail,  nor  take  any 
•*  leafe  of  a  houfe  or  (hop  to  trade  in,'*  which 
muft  by  this  treaty  alfo  be  repealed,  as  the 
permiflion  to  fell  by  retail  is  not  (as  it  was 
in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht)  excepted.  And  it 
may  be  proper  to  remark,  here,  that  any 
relaxation  of  the  laws,  to  prevent  the  clan- 
defline  landing  of  goods,  will  have  a  worfe 
effedt  upon  our  manufadlures,  than  even  a 
dired:  importation  upon  certain  duties  -,  and 
your  committee  obferve,  that  by  the  free 
approach  allowed  to  French  veffels  upon  the 
coaft ;  and  the  time  given  by  the  treaty 
to  make  entries,  and  to  cofre(^  them  when 
6  made. 
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made,  an  alteration  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  laws 
(made  as  well  for  the  proteftion  of  fair 
trade,  as  the  collection  of  the  revenue)  muft 
take  place;  from  which  they  apprehend 
great  mifchiefs  may  enfue. 

The  ad  queftion,  requiring  an  account 
of  thofe  articles  of  French  manufadure, 
againfl:  the  importation  of  which  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  prote(5ted  this  country  ;  but  which 
are  admitted  under  the  prefent  treaty,  is 
alfo  an  important  confideration,  By  that 
treaty  we  had  permiflion  to  fend  many 
commodities  to  France,  without  opening 
our  market  reciprocally  to  them.  Amongft 
others  were  woollens,  cutlery,  and  hardware. 
In  thefe  articles  we  were  proteded  in  the 
pofleflion  of  our  own  market  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  but  which  by  the  prefent  treaty 
is  given  up  to  France — and  your  committee 
cannot  help  remarking  upon  this  head,  that 
although  the  articles  called  Selkrie,  are  alfo 
admitted  into  this  kingdom  from  France; 
yet  they  are  not  to  become  fubje<a  to  any 
duty  to  countervail  theexcife  originally  paid 
upon  leather  m  Great  Britain,  which  amounts 
to  15  per  cent. 

But  your  committee  cannot  omit  obferv- 
ing  here,  that  the  alteration  of  the  lawj 
againft  fmuggling  above  hinted  at,  appears 
to  them  an  obje<a  of  moft  alarming  confe- 
^uence ;  not  only  with  regard  to  the  illicit. 
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introdudlion  of  goods  importable  into  (his 
kingdom  under  the  treaty  j  but  alfo  in. 
refpedl  to  the  facility  which  various  articles 
of  the  treaty  afford  the  Frencli  of  bringing 
into  the  kingdom  a  number  of  goods  againft 
the  importation  of  which  the  prohibitions 
fti*ll  remain — particularly  all  commodities  of 
gold  and  ill ver,  ribbons,  filks,  laces,  gloves, 
&c.  which  lying  in  fo  very  fmall  a  com- 
pafs  renders  the  facility  of  fmuggling  them 
perfedtly  practicable.  With  regard  to  Portu- 
gal, your  committee  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  more  than  that  it  is  generally  un- 
derftood,  no  new  treaty  hath  been  con- 
cluded with  that  kingdom ;  and  that  the 
Methuen  Treaty,  by  which  the  importation 
of  Britifti  woollen,  and  other  manufaftures 
into  Portugal  is  fecured,  will  be  at  an  end, 
unlefs  a  diminution  of  the  duty  upon  Por- 
tugal wines,  one-third  below  its  prefent 
amount,  accompanies  the  lowering  that  upon 
French  wines.  If  the  Treaty  now  in  force 
Ihall  be  difcontinued,  there  are  fome  arti- 
cles exported  to  that  kingdom  not  included 
in  the  French  tariff,  for  which  it  may  be 
difficult  to  find  another  market ;  and  your 
committee  leave  it  to  every  man  to  revolve 
in  his  own  mind  the  confequences  to  the 
exports  and  imports  of  Britain,  which  will 
probably  attend  the  flopping  of  this  ancient 
and  valuable  trade. 

It 
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_^  It  has  not  yet  been  obferved,  that  no 
ftipulation  is  made  in  the  treaty  refpedling 
the  allowance  of  drawbacks  on  the  export 
tation  of  goods  imported  from  the  one  country 
to  the  other. 

There  is   no  queftlon  but  France  will  ex- 
ped:  that  England  Ihall  allow  her  wines»  oils> 
cambricks,  &c.  to  be  pafTed  through  Eng- 
land   with  fuch  a  drawback  of  the  duties 
paid  on  importation  as  the  wines  of  Por- 
tugal, the  oils  of  Italy,    and  the  linens   of 
Germany  now  are.     By  this  means   France 
will  enjoy  the  privilege   of  fupplying  our 
colonies  with  thefe  articles.     This  advantage 
ought   to  have  fome  equivalent  return  from 
France,  and  (lie  fliould  allow  our  woollen^ 
hardware,  pottery,  faddlery,  and  cottons,  to 
pafs  in  like  manner  through  France  into  her 
colonies.     Unlefs  fome  arrangement  of  this 
kind  takes  place,  there  is  no  reciprocity  in  the 
treaty,  as  far  as   relates  to  the  colonial  trade 
of  both  nations — It   is   true  that  the   treaty 
is  confined  to  Europe   in  words  ;  but  it  is 
not,  in  fa«5t,  unlefs  England  refufes  to  allow 
the  fame  drawbacks  on  French  wines,  oils, 
and  linens,  as  on  thofe  of  Portugal,  Italy,  and 
Germany— If  this  can  be  done,  a  corner  of 
our  trade  will  be  preferved  for  thofe  countries 
from  whence  we  may  exped:  fome  return. 

If  tf//article3  are  open  to  exportation,    the 

balance  will  be  greatly  in  favour  of  France,  as 
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the  wines,  oils,  and  linen,  have  no  reciprocal 
articles  to  place  againft  them;  and  therefore 
fome  Englifh  articles  Ihoiild  he  allowed  ^ 
drawback  in  France,  as  woollens  and  hard- 
ware, againfl  wines  and  linen  ;  but  woollens 
and  hardware  from  France  fhould  not  be 
allowed  a  drawback  in  England. 

It  is  Aiid  that  the  matter  of  drawbacks  is 
ian  affair  of  internal  regulation,  which  each 
nation  may  fettle  to  their  own  liking.  If 
fo,  the  colledion  of  articles  for  colonial 
confumption  is  moft  unfortunate  for  this 
country,  whofe  interefVs  have  not  in  this 
fefped:  b-ren  confidered  in  the  Treaty.  And 
there  ought  to  have  been  either  a  fair  re- 
gulation of  drawbacks,  or  fuch  a  feled^tion  of 
articles  as  would  not  give  fo  great  advantage 
to  France;  who,  by  the  prefent  arrangement, 
will  fuppiy  our  colonies  with  wines,  oils,  and 
linens,  to  an  immenfe  amount,  while  fhe  may, 
if  flie  pleafes,  refufe  to  let  a  fingle  article 
of  Englifh  produce  pafs  into  her  colonies, 

RefolutionSy  February  10,   1787. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  I.  That  the  fair 
(equality  of  a  Commercial  Treaty  does  not 
confiil  in  ftating  the  fpecific  articles  of  one 
kingdom  againft  another,  under  reciprocal 
duties  i  but  in  admitting  goods  of  nearly  the 
fame  value  or  amount  into  each  kingdom 
refpedtively,  either  duty-free,  or  under  fuch 
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duties  as   fliall   effecftually  favour  the   con- 
fumption. 

II.  That  in  a  Commercial  Treaty  between 
two  countries,  where  it  Ihall  fo  happen,  that 
the  principal  advantages  on  one  fide  arife 
chiefly  from  an  article  or  articles  of  which  the 
other  can  never  fend  any  in  return;  in  order 
to  efFed  a  real  equality,  this  balance  againft 
the  latter  ought  to  be  made  up  by  the 
admiflion  of  fuch  other  articles  as  the  latter 
can  fend  to  the  former,  either  duty-free,  or 
under  duties  which  may  effedually  favour 
the  confumption  for  ever. 

III.    That    in    a    commercial   intercourfe 
between  two  countries,  the  advantages  arifmg 
to  one  kingdom  from  the    admiflion   of   a 
produce  peculiar  to  its  climate  and  foil,  by 
the  other  kingdom,  are  durable  and  permanent 
advantages,  which  muft  always  continue  to 
operate  in  favour  of  the  former  againft  the 
latter ;  but  that  advantages  arifmg  from  the 
prefent  fuperiority  in  nio^  .manufactures  are 
variable  and  tranfient ;  and  that  it  is  therefore 
expedient,   in  balancing   fuch  manufaaiures 
againft  fuch  produce,  to  f^ure  for  ever  to  the 
former  their  prefent  advantages,  by  means  of 
low  duties,  and  fuch  other  ftipulations  and 
provifions  as  may  {eem  beft  adapted  to  the 
purpofe.  ,  .   , 

IV.    That   the   dutie^.4mder    which   the 
manufaaiures  forming  fuch  balance  fliould  be 
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admitted,  ought  to  be  lower  than  the  duties 
on  the  fame  articles  from  all  other  foreign 
countries  ;  and  fo  low  as  efFedually  to  favour 
their  confumption,  even  againft  the  home 
nianufadures  of  the  fame  kind ;  otherwife 
the  fair  equality  is  perpetually  liable  to  be 
deftroyed. 

V*  That  it  is  much  more  indifpenfably 
neceflary  that  fuch  manufactures  (hould  be 
proted:ed  in  their  own  home-market,  by 
tmequally  high  duties  ;  otherwife  from  the 
gradual  proficiency  of  the  other  country  in 
limilar  manufadures,  it  may  happen  in  a  little 
time,  that  the  advantages,  which  were  at  firfl 
balanced  againft  each  other,  may  all  fhift  to 
one  fide. 

VI.  That  no  fair  equality  can  exift,  if  in 
one  kingdom  there  fhall  ftill  remain  internal 
regulations  partially  favourable  to  their  own, 
and  oppreffive  to  foreign  manufadures,  while 
in  the  other  country  no  fuch  regulations  do,  or 
from  the  nature  of  fhe  conftitution  can,  exift. 

VII.  That  the  Committee  of  this  Chamber 
be  directed  to  enquire  how  far  the  prefent 
treaty  with  France^be  conftrudled  oh  thefe 
principles,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

VIII.  That  this  meeting  is  impreffed  with 
the  iliagnitude  of  the  treaty  with  France, 
and  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  its  operation 
upon  'a  variety  o^  4nterefts,  That  neither 
the  report  of   then:  committee,     nor    the 
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inveftigation  of  any  individuals,  has,  in  their 
refult,  furniflied  this  meeting  with  fufficient 
information  to  warrant  their  pronouncing  at 
this  time  any  certain  opinion  upon  its  merits. 
That  the  prodigious  complication  of  detail 
which  it  involves,  and  the  acknowledged 
novelty  of  the  plan,  demand  the  moil  ferious 
and  deliberate  confideration.  That  a  due 
judgment  of  it  may  be  facilitated  by  a  perufal 
of  certain  accounts,  which  have  been  ordered 
by  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
but  which  accounts,  not  being  yet  printed, 
cannot  furnifh  the  afliflance  neceflary  to  a. 
proper  determination.  That  this  meeting 
cannot  hear  without  alarm,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  intend  to  come  to  a  vote  which 
may  be  decifive  of  the  treaty  on  Monday 
next.  That  if  the  treaty  be  found,  upon  a 
turther  review  of  its  nature  and  tendency,  to 
be  really  advantageous  to  this  country, 'the 
meeting  is  apprehenfive,  that  fo  great  a^ood 
fliould  reft  upon  the  hazard  of  a  iingle 
immature  vote ;  but  that  the  terrors  of  this 
meeting  are  augmented  and  aggravated,  if 
upon  more  minute  enquiry  the  treaty  ihould 
turn  out  to  be  detrimental  or  pernicious,  as  a 
precipitate  refolution  may  entail  upon  the 
nation  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

That  upon  all  thefe  views,"  this  meetino-  is 
of  opinion  it  is  indifpenfably  neceflary^  to 
petition  thi*t  Honourable  Hpufe,  to  poftpono 
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for  fome  time,  the  coming  to  any  refolution 
upon  the  principle  or  merits  of  the  faid  treaty, 
-which  may  be  decifive,  of  either  its  adoption 
pr  rejection , 

A  draft  of  a  petition  was  read,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  Copy ; 

To  the  Honourable  the  Hov^'E.OY  Commons  j 

The  Petition  of  the  feveral  ManufaBurers^ 
whoje  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed^  frofn 
their  General  Chamber  of  Manufatiurers  of 
Great  Britain^ 

Humbly  Sbeweth^ 

THAT  your  petitioners  duly  impressed 
•with  the  ferioiis  and  awful  importance  of 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  now  pending  with 
France,  beg  leave  in  all  humility  to  reprefent, 

That  the  faid  treaty,  involving  a  vafi 
complication  of  detail  affe(fling  a  variety  of 
the  greateft  interefts  j  and  comprehending  a 
prodigious  change  in  the  commercial  fyftem 
of  this  country,  is  an  objed:  of  the  most  mo-. 
mentous  confideration. 

That  your  petitioners,  after  the  mofl  care- 
ful inveftigation,  which  fuch  fources  of  in- 
formation as  they  have  been  able  to  confulc 
hitherto  have  afforded  them,  are  not  capable 
of  forming  any  certain  judgment  of  a  treaty 
fraught  with  fuch  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
variety  of  matter, 
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That  your  petitioners  cannot  but  be  fcri- 
oufly  alarmed  at  hearing  that  this  Honourable 
Houfe  have  determined  to  cpme  to  a  decilive 
vote  upon  the  faid  treaty  this  day. 

That  your  petitioners,  remembering  with 
gratitude  the  f^ivour  and  indulgence  which 
they  experienced  from  this  Honourable  Houfe 
on  a  former  occafion,  and  the  providental 
efFcd:s  which  were  then  univerfally  allowed 
to  have  refulted  from  delay,  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  they  have  at  prefent  flill  ftronger 
reafons  to  requeft  time  for  the  purpofe  of 
enquiry  and  deliberation,  before  this  Honour- 
able Houfe  (hall  come  to]  any  refolution 
which  may  be  decifive  upon  this  great 
meafure  ; 

And  therefore  your  petitioners  moft  hum- 
bly implore  this  Honourable  Houfe,  to  poft- 
pone  the  adoption  of  any  fuch  refolution — 
for  the  important  reafons  above  ftated,  and 
for  fuch  time  as  to  the  wifdom  of  this  Ho- 
nourable Houfe  Ihall  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever  pray. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  the  fame  be 
iigned  by  the  Members  prefent,  and  prefented 
to  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commojns  on 
Monday  next. 

THOMAS  WALrKER,  Chairman. 
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Proceedings  of  a  General  Meeting,  held  February 
1 7»  ^  7  8  7.  Jos.  Wedgwood,  Efq.  />?  the  chair, 

Thomas  Walker,  Efq.  reported  that  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Chamber  was  prefented  to  the 
Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Newnham. 

Partof  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
1 6th  infl.  was  read,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  j 

YOUR  Committee  havingbeendirededby 
a  general  meeting,  held  on  the  10th  of  this 
month,  to  enquire  and  to  report  bow  far  th^ 
prefent  treaty  with  France  is  conftru(^^ed  o?i 
certain  principles  then  unanimoufly  refolved, 
have  proceeded  with  all  diligence,  to  colled: 
what  authentick  information  they  could,  and 
in  purfuance  of  their  duty,  beg  leave  to  fub- 
piit  their  opinions,  feverally  and  in  order,  on 
the  refpecftive  heads  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration. 

The  firft  refolution  is  as  follows  :  **  That 
the  fajr  equality  of  a  Commercial  Treaty 
does  not  confift  in  fluting  the  fpecifick  articles 
of  one  kingdom  againft  another,  under  reci- 
procal duties ;  but  in  admittijig  goods  of 
rprly  the  ^ame  v^Iue  or  amount  into  each 
kingdom  refpecftively,  either  duty  free,  or 
under  fuch  duties  as  fhall  effeaually  favour 
the  confumption.*-  And  here  your  com- 
irii^tee  are  lorry  to  obferve  in  the  very  be- 
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do  not  perceive  the  leaft  appearance  of  the 
fair  equality,  required  by  this  Chamber. 
On  the  contrary  they  fee  much  feeming  ine- 
quality. Whilethe  wines,  brandies,  vinegars, 
and  oils  of  France  are  to  be  admitted  under 
duties,  which  will  effecflually  favour  the  in- 
creafe  of  their  confumption  here  to  a  very 
confiderable  amount;  the  reft  of  the  tariff 
conlifts  wholly  in  that  which  this  Chamber 
has  repeatedly  pronounced  not  to  be  a  fair 
equality,  namely,  *'in  ftating  the  fpecifick 
articles  of  one  kingdom  againft  another,  under 
reciprocal  duties.  Your  committee,  how- 
ever, do  not  mean  to  deny  that  under  fuch 
reciprocal  duties  fome  advantage,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  may  arife  to  this  kingdom  in  certa  a 
articles;  but  in  others,  exclufiveof  the  pro- 
dudions  above-mentioned^  the  gain  will  be 
as  decidvc  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  parti- 
cukiiy  in  glafs,  lawns,  and  cambricks,  richly 
ornamented  porcelain  of  Seve,  moft  probably 
in  fuperfine  cloth i  of  certain  colours,  and 
in  light  fabrics  for  fumnier  wear,  as  well  as 
in  the  extenfive  article  of  millinery ;  which, 
as  your  committee  have  been  informed, 
comprehends  not  only  caps,  hats,  bonnets, 
ruffles  and  fuch  fmall  articles,  but  neck- 
kerchiefs  alfo,  cloaks,  aprons,  and  fancy 
drefles  of  every  kind,  fize..  and  defcription. 
With  refped:  to  thefe  articles  which  your 
committee  have  enumerated  as  advantageous 
to  France,  thev  obferve  that  from  the  rifk 
■ '  of 
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of  introducing  a  commodity  at  once  fo  brittle 
and  fo  bulky  as  glafs,  they  believe  it  not  to 
have  been  fmuggled  into  this  country;  and 
the  premium  of  infurance   on    ready-made 
cloaths,    clandeftinely   imported,    being    at 
40I.  per  cent,  a  very  fmall  quantity  indeed 
(though  fome  little  your  committee  are  well 
aflTured)  did  find  its   way   into   our  market. 
The  fame  too   may  be  faid   of  all  articles 
included  under  millinery  from  France.     The 
danger,  therefore,  in  thefe  branches  is  wholly 
new;     and   confequently    cannot   be    eafily 
•afcertained.      Cambricks   and  lawns,    it   is 
true,  were  very  generally  fmuggled,  but  the 
premium  of  infurance  being  fo  high  as    16 
per  cent,  on  the  average,  our  Irilh  and  Scotch 
inanufa(!lures  of  thefe  goods   did   notwith- 
flanding  increafe,  and  the  latter  more  efpe- 
cially,    as    your  committee  do  know,    was 
doubled   in  the  fpace   of  four  or  five  years 
from  1780  or  81  to  Michaelmas  1785.     But 
the  duty  of  the  tariff  being  very  much  below 
what  the  article  would  bear,    and  what  was 
actually  paid  to  the  fmuggler,   the  difficulty 
of   the  competition   in  the    Britifli   market^ 
is  proportionably  increafed  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  own  manufadhires,  and  a  new  danger 
incurred,    which  may   probably  be  fatal  to 
them.     On  the  other  hand,  your  committee 
prefume   it  to  be   notorious,    that  moft,    if 
not   all   our   articles  which  are  now  to  be 
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circuitoufly  to  a  very  great  amount.  Large 
orders  were  fent  to  this  country  from  the 
free  ports  of  France  and  the  neighbouring 
territories  j  from  whence  your  committee 
have  good  reafon  to  he  perfuaded,  that  the 
gobds  were  conveyed  into  the  interior  part 
of  France  by  fome  clandeftine  means  not 
particularly  known  to  your  committee;  and 
gs  far  as  your  committee  could  learn,  the 
aggregate  expences  of  this  illicit  importation 
did  not  enhance  the  price  of  the  goods  to  the 
confumer  in  France,  fo  much  as  the  duties 
will  under  the  prefent  treaty:  fo  that  the 
French  m.anufacflurer  will  have  no  new 
difficulty  of  competition  to  apprehend.  From 
the  fame  caufes  too  it  will  be  found,  that 
the  extent  of  the  advantages  which  England 
will  receive,  are  fubjecft  to  much  uncertainty 
in  any  calculation.  But  thofe  of  Frahce  are 
fure  in  the  articles  above-mentioned,  and 
efpecially  in  the  encreafed  confumption  of 
her  wines,  brandies,  vinegars,  and  oils: 
and  your  committee  muft  not  forget  to  add, 
that  in  all  thefe  particulars,  France  gains  hen 
a  market  more  or  lefs  new,  without  the  lofs  of 
an  old  oney  while  England  at  leaji  hazards  thi 
lucrative  markets  of  Portugal  and  Spain. 

To  the  fecond  refolutiort  your  committee 
will  not  anfwer  at  large,  as  the  elTence  of  it 
is  included  in  thofe  which  follow,  and  pro- 
bably its   chief  objed  was  to   mark  more 
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clearly  the  connexion  of  the  latter,  with  a 
principle  before  fandioned  by  the  Chamber, 
in  their  refolutions  on  the  Irifli  propofitions. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  will  content 
themfelves  with  obferving  that  wines,  bran- 
dies, vinegars,  and  oils,  are  undoubtedly 
••  articles  of  which  Great  Britain  can  never 
•*  fend  any  return,"  ifflie  were  permitted  fo 
to  do,  which  fhe  is  not;  but  that  on  the 
other  hand,  **  no  articles  which  (he  qan  fend, 
are  admitted  on  fuch  terms,  as  may  effec- 
tually favour  the  confumption./d?r  ever:"  con- 
fequently  on  the  principle  eftablifhed  by  the 
Chamber  in  the  refolution,  **  no  real 
♦•  equality  is  effedled." 

The  third  refolution  your  committee  have 
more  fully  confidered.  They  perceive  the 
wines,  brandies,  oils,  and  vinegars  of  France, 
to  be  indifputably  **  productions  peculiar  to 
their  climate  and  foil,"  fo  as  tp  be  generally 
cfleemed  fuperior  to  the  fimilar  produce  of 
every  other  country.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  ••  the  advantages  which  will  ^rife  to 
France  from  the  admiffion  of  thefe  articles 
here  agreeably  to  the  tariff,  will  be  durable 
and  permanent  advantages,  and  muil  always 
continue  to  operate  in  favour  of  France againfl 
Great  Britain."  It  muft  alfo  be  recolleifted, 
that  until  Great  Britain  fliall  be  perfedly 
acquainted  with  the  ultimate  fate  of  her  trad^ 
with  Portugal  and  Spain,  Ihe  cannot  deter. 
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mine  how  much  the  advantages  of  thefe 
articles  to  France,  may  or  may  not  exceed 
the  amount  of  that  boon  which  the  negocia- 
tor  of  this  country  may  have  intended  to 
give,  or  of  the  advantages  which  he  may 
have  confented  to  take  for  an  equivalent : 
neither  can  it  be  known,  what  facrifices  of 
our  own  exports  we  may  be  compelled  to 
make,  by  confequence  of  (hewing  this 
favour  to  France.  On  the  other  hand^  your 
committee  cannot  but  notice  with  regret, 
that  no  admiflion  is  given  to  the  produce  of 
oujrfilheries,  which,  under  the  faith  of  .'treaties 
more  ancient  than  the  convention  of  1703, 
conftituted  fo  profitable  a  branch  of  our 
commerce  to  Portugal;  if  we  ratify  any  a<ft 
which  that  power  may  think  a  violation  of 
that  treaty,  it  is  not  to  be  expeded  that  (he 
will  regard,  on  her  part,  her  own  prior  en- 
gagements towards  us.  There  is  alfo  one 
other  omiflion  which  your  committee  mull 
point  out,  the  omiflion  of  a  clafs  of  manu- 
facflures  formed  from  a  material  for  which 
this  ifland  was  pre-eminently  renowi^d 
from  its  firft  difcovery;  your  committee 
allude  to  our  manufactures  of  tin,  which 
has  of  late  been  worked  up  into  fo  many 
new  (hapes  by  the  invention  of  Englilfh 
artificers.  This  omiflion  is  the  more  re- 
markable, becaufe  unwrought  ti?i  is  one  of 
the    articles  admitted    from  England   into 
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France,  even  by  the  prohibitory  edid  of  July 
the  17th,  1785.  ^ 

Your  committee  hope  they  fiiall  not  be 
deemed  to  have  digreffed  from  the  purpofes 
of  the  enquiry,  entrufted  to  them,  by  thus 
remarking  what  is  not  in  the  treaty;  flnce 
they  have  thus  fhewn  how  the  principle  re- 
folved  by  the  chamber,'  might  have  been 
carried  into  execution.  They  will  now  pro* 
ceed,  as  they  were  diredcd,  to  examine 
what  is  in  the  treaty. 

The  only  advantages  which  can  be  derived 
to  Great  Britain,  muft  arife  from  her  •'  pre- 
— fent  fuperiority  in  manufadures,  which  is 
variable  and  tranfient."      On  looking  over 
the  tariif,  your  committee  cannot  difcover  a 
iingle  manufadure,  of  which  the  raw  mate- 
rial is  exclufively  our  own.     To  all  our  firil 
and  fecond  cloths,  more  or  lefs  Spanifli  wool 
is  indifpenfably  requifite;  and  if  at  any  fu- 
ture time  Spain  fliould  prohibit   the  expor- 
tation  of  her   wool  to  us,  and  allow  it  to 
France  under  the  family  compacft,  which  is 
eftablilhed  by  the   prefent  treaty,  in  fuper- 
ceiTion  of  our  two  treaties  of  Paris  in  176-5 
and  1783 — all  thefe  branch(?s  of  our  great 
ftaple  mufl  be  transferred  to  our  rivals  j  nor 
are  the  kinds  of  woollens,  which  are  made 
of  our  own  fleeces,  of  a  quality  not  imitable 
by  the  wool  of  other  countries. 
.  In  regard  to  our  cotton  manufactures,  we 
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are  dependant  on  foreign  ftates  for  one  half 
at  leaft  of  the  raw  material  confumed  therein. 
For  one  eighth  we  depend  on  France  herfelf , 
who  is  to  be  our  competitor  in  her  own 
marke^:s  ,•  and  for  as  much  more  of  the  fineft 
fort,  on  Portugal. 

If  thefe  fupplies  fliould  be  flopped,  how- 
ever we  may  Itill  be  able  to  fatisfy  our 
home  demand,  we  fhall  certainly  be  inca- 
pacitated from  pufliing  any  advantages  which 
other  wife  may  be  fuppofed  to.  be  opened  to 
us  by  the  prefent  treaty.  And  here  your 
Committee  are  fincerely  grieved  to  add, 
what  they  have  heard  on  credible  authority, 
that  France  has  lately  laid  a  duty  equal 
to  4d,  per  lb.  on  the  exportation  of  her  own 
cotton  wool;  and  is,  befides,  negociating 
with  Portugal,  to  obtain  an  exclufive  right 
of  purchafing  all  the  cotton  of  the  Brazils. 
■  As  to  our  hardwares,  your  Committee  find 
in  a  fummary  of  the  evidence  before  the 
Lords  on  the  Irifli  proportions  (which  was 
publifhed  by  the  General  Chamber)  that  the 
iron  annually  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
is  no  lefs  than  55,000  tons,  while  only 
30,000  tons  are  faid  to  be  made  here.  The 
duty  on  iron  imported  is  2I.  i6s.  i |d.  which 
appears  to  be  abfolutely  necellary,  '*  becaufe 
**  it  is  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  we  can 
*'  keep  pace  with  the  RufTlan  iron,  and 
'*  therefore  it  is  irapofTible  for  us  to  lower 
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••  our  price.**  In  France,  your  Committee! 
learn  that  the  importation  duty  into  the 
provinces  of  the  Five  Great  Farms  is  no 
more  than  12s.  6d.  fterlingper  ton,  including 
the  10  five  per  cents:  iron  is  fubjedt  alfo  in 
thefe  Great  Farms  to  a  particular  ftamp  duty, 
&c.  amounting  to  il.  5s.  per  ton  more, 
which  makes  in  all  il.  17s.  6d.  But  this 
ftamp  duty  is  not  levied  in  a  great  part  of 
France,  that  is  to  fay,  in  all  the  diftrids 
dependent  on  the  Parliaments  of  Aix, 
Bourdeaux,  Renpes,  Benfan9on,  and  Douui, 
as  well  as  within  the  Supreme  Councils  of 
Ferpignan,  Arras,  Colmar,  and  Nancy; 
this  is  a  circumflance  of  confequence  in 
fettling  the  countervailing  duties  in  France. 
And  your  committee  think  it  not  improper 
here  to  remark,  the  danger  of  our  lofing  a 
confiderable  trade  in  anchors,  which  it 
appears  we  have  with  Portugal. 

Your  committee  think  it  unneceffary  to 
reprefent  at  length,  that  hemp  and  flax, 
leather,  wooa  for  cabinet  ware,  copper,  filk 
for  the  fabrick  of  gauzes,  clays  for  porcelain 
and  pottery,  and  the  raw  materials  for  glafs, 
are  not  peculiar  to  this  ifland. 

In  refpec^  to  coals,  with  which  we  are 
fuppofed  to  be  peculiarly  fupplied ;  your 
committee  ought  not  to  omit  the  informa- 
tion delivered  by  one  of  our  members  at 
the  lail   General  Meeting,    •*  That  having 
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•'  lately  been  in  France,  he  knew  t^here  was 
**  a  fine  vein  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood 
•*  of  Boulogne."     There  are  coals  alfo,  and 
iron     mines    in    various    parts    of    French 
Flanders.     To  which  your  committee  muft 
add,  that  by  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty, 
being  intitled  to  all  the  indulgencies  of  the 
mofl    favoured    nation,    the    French     may 
demand  the  benefits  of  the  31ft  Geo.  II.  c. 
15.  and  the  13  Geo.  III.  c.   17.  by   which 
culm   may  be  exported   to    Lilbon  at    one 
fhilling  ii5-2oths  of  a  penny  the  chaldron. 
And  for  every  ufe  of  the  furnace,   though 
not  of  the  forge,  your  committee  have  been 
told  that  culm  is  as  ferviceable  as  coal  of 
any  other  defcription. 
^  In  none  of  thefe    manufadures    are  the 
French  intirely  ignorant:  and  fome  .of  them 
we  ourfelves    received    from   that  country. 
But  your  committee  are  affured,  that   they 
have  labour  certainly  one  half-cheaper;  and 
many  of  their    moft   induftrious   provinces 
(particularly  the  whole  of  French  Flanders) 
are  very  lightly  taxed,  not  above  twelve  or 
thirteen  ihillings  per   head  on  the  average; 
and  fome  of  their  manufaauring  towns  have 
peculiar  and  extenfive  privileges  ;  and  above 
all,  they  are  exempted  from  the  **  bad  policy 
and    dellruaive  effedts  of  the  excife  laws, 
which  render   a   large  capital  neceiTary  for 
the  manufadurer,  greatly  enhance  the  price 
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of  finifliecl  goods  to  the  confumcr  \Vithout 
producing  an  adequate  remedy  to  the  llate ; 
and  lubjed  the  manufadurer  to  the  vexatious 
controul  of  revenue  officers ;  who  being 
at  the  fame  time  admitted  into  the  fecrets 
of  his  bufinefs,  adl  as  fpies  upon  all  his 
operations,  communicate  his  improvements, 
which  have  coft  him  great  labour  and 
experlce,  to  others,  perhaps  to  foreign  rivals^ 
and  thus  effed"'.ially  check  the  exertions  of 
genius  and  invention."  The  danger  of 
divulging  the  operations  of  the  Britifh 
manufacJ-turer  to  foreign  rivals  is  infinitely 
increafcd  by  the  privilege  given  by  the 
treaty  to  French  fubjedts,  who  may  now 
openly  and  avowedly  commence  limilar 
manufadures  in  his  very  neighbourhood. 

There  remains  then  only  the  advantages 
of  capital  and  Ikill.  Comparatively  free 
from  taxes  as  France  is,  and  low  as  is  the 
price  of  her  labour,  confiderably  lefs  than 
the  capital  employed  beret  will  there  fuffice 
for  the  lame  operations.  Nor  is  France  in 
want  of  money,  though  her  wealth  has  not 
hitherto  been  generally  applied  to  the  pro- 
motion of  her  national  induftry,  from  the 
prejudices  of  her  nobility,  who  looked  on 
all  trades  as  dilhonourable  ;  prejudices,  how- 
ever, which  are  daily  vanilhing  before  the 
examples  of  the  king  and  the  princes  of 
the  bload,  who  are  a(^tual  partners  in  manu- 
fa^ories  of  various  kinds.  The 
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'    The  principal    deficiency  of    France    is 
undoubtedly  in  fkill.     But  in  this  out  rivals 
are   making  a   rapid  progrel's  every   hour. 
And  here  your  committee  cannot  but  refer 
the  Chamber  to  their  own  apprehenfions  at 
the  time  of  the  Irifli  proportions,   *•  from 
the  vigorous  efforts  made  by  other  European 
nations,  both  openly  and  furreptitioufly,  to 
tranfplant  the  Britifh  manufactures  into  their 
refpeaive  dominions,"  whith  apprehenfions 
this    Chamber    is   confcious,    were    chiefly 
excited   by    France.      An  evidence   on  the 
petition  to  the  Lords,    againft  emigration, 
ftated,    **  that  ten  workmen   in  glafs    had 
been   feduced  into  France,  four  of  them  in 
the  latter  end  of  laft  year  j  and  that  fince 
thofe  workmen  had  left  us,  the  French  had 
made  a  very  confiderable   progrefs  in   this 
manufadure    at    Seve:"    And,    **  another 
evidence,  a  currier  and  leather-cutter,  flated, 
that    feveral    journeymen    in    that  bufinefs 
had  gone  over  to  France,  and  that   a  great 
manufadlory  is  carried  on  in  Normandy.** 
As  to  cottons,  a  member  of  this  committee 
affirmed  to   the   Houfe  of  Commons,    that 
from  the  rivalfliip  of  the  French,  his  manu- 
facture had  fufFered  very  confiderably  ;   and 
that  *•  a  refpedable  friend  of  his  had  been 
offered  his  own  terms,    if  he  would  fettle 
at  Rouen.  %vi:n>hat  neighbourhood."     And 
the  proficiency  of  the  French  in  this  branch. 
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was  confirmed  by  another  refpcdablc  gcntfc-* 
man,  who  being  alkeii  whether  the  French 
had  not  tried  to  ellabhfli  the  cotton  m:inu- 
fadure  in  their  country,  rephed,  **  That 
they  not  only  had  tried,  but  were  increaling 
that  maniifadure  very  fafl.**  The  Aim e  too 
was  alTerted  by  another  refpcdtable  member 
of  this  Chamber,  who,  in  addition,  produced 
to  the  ilouil;  a  Jpcci/nen  of  French  nianu- 
Jiithirc,  In  tlic  article  of  fine  woollens  it  is 
notorious,  that  the  French  have  long  fince 
beaten  us  out  of  all  the  fouthern  markets. 
They  have  alfo  brought  their  coarfe  woollens 
to  very  high  perfe<5tion,  and  are  daily  im- 
proving their  wool,  by  amending  their  mode 
of  niana,![i:ing  their  Iheep.  They  have  a  large 
manutadtory.  of  holiery  at  Moulins,  under 
Mr.  jacquefon,  who  traces  his  defcent  from 
Kngland.  He  works  in  all  the  Nottingham 
branches,  and  fays,  that  he  has  made  many 
important  improvements,  which,  ^bout  two 
months  fmce,  he  went  to  lay » before  the 
Minirter  and  the  King  at  Fontainbleau. 
And  finally,  in  reference  to  the  iron  trade, 
your  committee  beg  leave  to  repeat  the 
information  given  by  a  member  of  this 
committee,  who  afl'erts,  that  there  are  feveral 
manufatiories  of  iron  eftabliihed  in  Burgundy. 
It  is  to  our  machines,  prelles,  dyes,  and 
tools,  that  we  are  indebted  for  prefent  fupe- 
riority.  **  In  proportion  as  thefe  are  ex- 
4  ported 
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ported  and  copied  in  foreign  countries  {hid 
a  rcfpedable  member  in  his  evidence  beford 
the  Lords)  in  that  proportion  our  export 
,  of  manutadliired  goods  to  thefo  countries* 
mud  decreafe,  and  (as  he  afterwards  adds) 
the  ultimate  ruin  of  many  of  the  Britifh 
manufadtures  murt:  follow.**  In  their  h(t 
report  your  committee  ftated  certain  doubts 
on  this  fubjedl,  which  had  been  entered  orl 
their  books,  but  did  not  yet  appear  to  hav^ 
been  fatisfied.  Thry  will  now  offer  fome 
remarks  on  the  fituatluii  of  the  Britifh  manu- 
faa:urers,  iuppofing  that  the  fubfifting  laws 
againfl  the  emigration  of  oUr  artifans,  and 
the  exportation  of  our  tools,  ihall  not  b^ 
formally  repealed. 

By  the  treaty  a  mode  is  opened,  and  now 
exprefsly  to  be  'cgalifed,  in  which  all  our 
manufaduring  (kill  may  be  conveyed  away. 
A  French  manufadurer  on  a  fmall  capital, 
fupplied  by  Government,  may  come  hitheif 
with  his  workmen,  fet  up  his  trade,  by 
large  wage^  draw  to  hinri  two  or  three  of 
the  beft  workmen  of  this  touhtry,  mik  thein 
with  his  own,  till  the  latter  hate- acquired 
all  the  manual  pradices  and  fecrets  of  thd 
former  j  and  if  he  cannot  feduce  our  met! 
to  accompany  him,  he  may  at  leafl  returri 
uifmolefled  with  his  owft^ 

Th*  law  againfl  aliens,  it  is  true,  has  not 
foi"  a  long  time  been  enforced,  becaufe  it 
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would  have  been  bad  policy  to  prevent  the 
influx  of  real  capital,  and  real  induftry  ;  but 
it  mighty  and  your  committee  cannot  doubt 
but  it  would '\\z.vQ  been  occafionally  exerted, 
if  any  fuch  finifter  practices  had  been 
attempted.  By  the  prefent  treaty,  every 
check  of  every  kind  is  totally  removed. 

After  this  detail  of  fads  and  reafonmgs, 
your  committee  have  only  to  add,  on  this 
third  refolution,  that  they  do  not  find  in  the 
treaty,  that  vv^hich  the  Chamber  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  be  expedient  ;  t'lere  is  no  flipu- 
Jation  or  provilion  which,  m  the  opinion  of 
your,  committee,  can  fecure  to  pur  manufac^ 
tureo  any  permanent  advantages. 

•  -    -RefoIutionSf  February  ly/y^,   1787, 

.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  I.  That  the  Chamber 
do  with  great  fatisfadtion  recolledt,  and  mofl 
cordially  recognize  and  confirm,  the  firfl 
principles  i^pon  which  the  General  Chamber 
of  Manufacfturers  of  Great  Britain  was 
prigini^llyfprmed,  viz.  «*  To  watch  over  their 
jnterefts  at  large  as  one  aggregate,  and  to 
bepreparedtofurni(h  Government,  if  required, 
with  fuch  IMPARTIAL  and  true  information, 
^s  they  niay,  from  time  to  time,  fland  in 
need  of,  for  the  p^otediion  of  the  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  of  the  Empire  at 
^ARGE  j    for  the  want  of  which,    or  by 
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relying  upon  the  informatiofigiven  by  intcrejhd 
individuals^  the  true  infereft  of  the  whole 
has  been  often  unavoidably  miftaken.**  And 
arc  fully  determined  to  be  guided  in  their 
judgment  upon  the  French  Treaty,  by  the 
fame  jurt:  and  liberal  principles. 

II.  That  it  having  been  authentically 
flated  by  a  member  of  this  Chamber,  that 
it  had  been  urged  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
on  Monday  H<\,  as  an  inevitable  confequcnce 
of  the  prr  lent  ieaty,  that  the  Britifh  market 
muft  be  o^^eiK^cl  apon  terms  of  a  limilar  re- 
ciprocity to  ihe  I;>fh  trader,  and  manufadturerj 
and  that  no  i'atisfacftory  anfvver  having  been 
given  by  the  Miniller ;  that  the  Chamber, 
perceiving  the  weight  and  importance  of  this 
<tonfideration,  apprehend  from  his  lilence, 
that  it  is  intended  to  renew  the  Irifh 
Propofitions  when  the  prefent  treaty  fhall 
be  confirmed. 

III.  That  the  Chamber  have  received  and 
.ex?imined   the   report   of    their    cpmmittee, 

appointed  to  enquire  how  ftr  the  prefent 
treaty  with  France  be  conftruded  on  fuch 
principles  as  had  been  previoufly  approved 
by  the  Chamber,  on  the  loth  of  February, 
ai)d  do  entirely  admjt  the  f^dts,  and  concur  in 
the  reafoning  advanced  in  it,  fp  f^r  z\s  jt 
exfends. 

IV.  That  the  Chamber  are  more  than  ever 
fpnyinced,  from  a  rejfledion  on  the  important 
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fuggeilions  thrown  out  in  the  fad  report,  of 
the  indifpenfable  neceflity  which  exifts  for 
deep  confideration,  and  all  reafonable  delay- 
in  this  great  fubjed,  previous  to  a  decifion 
that  may  prove  eflentially  injurious  to  all  the 
commercial  interefts  of  this  country. 

V.  That  the  Chamber  are  determined  to 
perfevere  in  refpedful  applications  to  Parlia- 
ment, whenever  they  ftiall  be  necefTary, 
without  being  awed  or  reprelTed  by  any 
farcafms  thrown  upon  their  proceedings,  or 
refiedlions  on  their  condu(fl,  cometh^y  from 
what  quarter  they  may. 

VI.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Chamber  be 
given  to  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  for  his 
politenefs  and  attention  in  prefenting  their 
petition  to  Parliament,  and  for  the  zeal  and 
ability  fhewn  by  him  in  the  fupport  of  it. 

JOSIAH  WEDGWOOD,  Ci? aijiman. 
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Proceedings  of  a  General  Meeting  held  March 
27,  i787^Tho.  Walker,  Efq.  /«  the  Chair ^ 

The  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  refolutions  of  the  i  oth  of  February, 
was  examined  and  received.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  it :— r 

THE  enquiries  of  your  committee  under 
the  fourth  refolution,  viz.  [**  That  the  duties 
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tinder  which  the  manufadures  forming  fuch 
balance  fhould  be  admitted,  ought  to  be 
lower  than  the  duties  on  the  fame  articles 
from  all  other  foreign  countries  ;  and  fo  low 
as  effedlually  to  favour  their  confumption, 
even  againft  the  home  mfmufadures  of  the 
fame  kind ;  otherwifc  the  fair  equality  is 
perpetually  liable  to  be  deftroyed/*]  naturally 
refolve  themfelves  into  two  points — whether 
by  the  tariff  the  Britifh  manufadtureS,  from 
whence  a/one  om  gain  is  to  arife,  are  fecured 
in  polTeffioi.  of  the  French  market  aguinfl  all 
other  foreign  competitors ;  and  whether  they 
gre  fo  fecured  as  always  to  enfure  to  us  the 
fame  advantages  againft  their  own  manu- 
factures of  iimilar  articles  ? 

On  the  former  of  thefe  points  your 
committee  will  content  themfelves  with 
examining  the  duties  on  the  very  firft  article 
of  the  tariff,  which  can  be  imported  into 
France  from  this  country — the  article  of  beer. 

Your  comttiittee  find  that  from  any  other 
foreign  country  but  England,  on  entering  the 
provinces  of  the  Five  Great  Farms,  beer  only 
pays  by  the  Paris  ton  of  21 6  Englilh  gallons 
—4  /iv.  i6s. 

On  this  duty  there  are  10  five  per  cents. — 
^  Ih.  8x. 

Faffing  from  the  provinces  of  the  aids 
tQ  the  provinces  exempted   from   the  tf/'ir, 

and 
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and   the  rcvciTe,  it  pays  a  lubvention  duty 
of  j^liv.  IS. 

Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this-— 2  liv.  6d. 

Gauge    duty    on    the  fubveution   duty — 

I  liv.  -js. 

Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this-r-i3.r.  6c/. 

Total-r— 15 //t;.  6.r.  f 

In  Englifh   money    the    Paris    ton   pays 
altogether  12/.  9^/. 

If  thfii  beer  is  deiigned  for  Lyons,  or  enters 
the  kingdom  of  Languedoc  or  Provence;  or 
if  it  pafTes  in  whatever  manner  into  Dauphine, 
it  pays  alfo  the  local  duty  of  the  Douane  of 
Lyons  at  the  rate  of  1 5  fols  for  every  ance ; 
(a  meafur^  containing  about  one  ninth  of  a 
ton)  this  makes  per  ton — 6h'v.  i^s. 
Two  5  per  cents,  on  this^ — 13J'.  Od, 

Total — 7/rj.  8/.  6d, 
Douane  of  Lyons  per  ton  in  Englifli  money  j 
* — 6s.  %^d. 

If  the  beer  pafles  through  Dauphine,  it  is 
alfo  fubje(ft  to  the  Douane  of  Valence  oi-i  2  fols 
the  ance  of  three  barrels,  of  which  barrels 
there  are  eight  io  the  ton,  this  makes  by  the 
ton—  I  liv.  i%s. 

In  Englifh  money — ]\f.  4^. 
Englijh  Beer  may  be  eftimated  at  rather 
more  than  ij*.  per  gallon,  if  we  average  the 
value  of  ilrong  beer,  ale,  and  porter.  A  Paris 
ton  therefore  will  be  worth  fairly  about  216 
fhillings,  or  ^10.  ids. 

The 
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The  value  of  the  caflcs  is  flated  by  the 
brewers  in  their  evidence  before  the  Privy- 
Council  on  the  Irifli  Propofitions,  to  be  about 
334^.  per  cent,  fay  33  per  cent,  on  which  the 
ad  valorem  duty  muft  be  paid,  as  well  as  on 
the  liquor.  The  cafks  then  will  be  an  addition 
of  about  70X.  9^. — ^^3.  I  ox.  <)(i. 

Or,  this  added  together  will  make^  1 4.  6j.9</. 

And  on  this  fum  the  duty  to  be  paid  at  30 
per  cent,  will  amount  to  86/.  and  a  fradlion, 
or  to  ^4.  6s, 

While  foreign  beer  imported  into  France 
from  any  other  country  may  pay  only  1 2s.  9^, 

And  at  moft  can  only  pay  ^i .  3<y^. 

It  is  demonftrable,  therefore,  from  thefe 
calculations,  which  are  tal  fiom  undoubted 
authorities,  that  the  duties  on  Englifh  beer 
entering  France  will  exceed  tho^  on  the 
beer  ot  any  other  country  by  three  hundred 
fer  cent.  And  even  this  heavy  difproportion 
will  be  yet  highly  aggravated  by  the  addition 
of  the  countervailing  duties,  which  France 
has  referved  the  right  of  laying :  but  which 
your  committee  have  not  fufficient  information 
to  eftimate  with  precifion.  It  is  unnecelTary  to 
remark,  that  there  is  no  natural  caufe,  why 
any  foreign  country  (hould  not  be  able  to  rival 
the  breweries  of  England. 

An  attention  to  brevity  will  not  permit 
your  committee  to  examine  all  the  articles 
in  the  fame  manner :  they  will,  however. 
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make  fome  (hort  obfervatibn's  on  one  or  two 
more. 

^  Linens  from  Great  Britain  admitted  into 
France  pay  the  (ame  duties  as  FJemifh  or 
Dutch  linens  now  pay  in  England,  that  is  by 
the  ell  IS,  3^/.  4-20//^/.  and  a  fraction  ;  or  on 
the  piece  of  15  ells,  i8x.  6^/.  They  will 
alfo  be-  fubjedl  to  the  duties  on  circulation, 
after  they  fliall  once  have, reached  their  place 
of  dellination,  if  they  are  then  moved  acrofi 
the  boundaries  of  the  Five  Great  Farms. 

Foreign  lihens  in  general  oh  the  piece  of 
15  French  ells  pay  only  B  //v.     Ten  5  per 
cents,  ori  this— 4 //^r. 
Jn  Englifli  money,  altogether,  10/. 
And  Swifs  linens  pay  orily  half  this,  or  5/. 
Befides  the  latter  are  exempted  from  ail 
duties  on  circulation,    this    will   efFedually 
exclude   Britifh   linens    from    France;    and 
how  far  it  will  operate   againft  the  ftaple 
manufacHiure   of    Ireland,    your    committee 
truft  the  manufacturers  of  that  kingdom  w/// 

ferioujly  confider 

The  fineft  kind  of  earthen  ware  pays 
in  France  by  the  hundred  weight — %o  liv. 
Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this  is — 10  ih. 
In  Englilh  money  altogether,    for  every 
hundred  weight  ireriing — ^i.  ^i\  > 

The  coarfe  kind  oi  pottery  pays  an  uniform 
duty,  by  the  hundred  weight,  o^ — 2  Ih.  lox,  . 
Ten  5  per  cents,  on  this — i  liv.  ^s. 
Altogether  in  EngliQi  money — y,  idz. 

Your 
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Your  committee  arc  forry  that  they  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  learning  from  the  Prciident 
what  may  be  the  amount  of  the  1 2  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  duty  by  the  tariff  on  icolh.  weight 
of  the  finer  and  coarfer  forts  of  earthen  ware 
and  pottery.  They  havercafon,  however,  to 
believe,  from  fuch  knowledge  as  they  could 
colled,  that  the  difference  of  duties  on  the 
goods  of  foreign  potters,  when  they  enter 
France,  muft  be  fome  hundreds  per  cent, 
to  the  difadvantage  of  this  nation  in  all 
ornamental  articles. 

On  the  fecond  point,  whether  we  are 
fccured  in  the  French  market  againff  the 
French  manufi(n:ures  ;  your  committee  will 
only  obferve,  that  the  reciprocal  duties  are  fo 
high  as  to  be  virtual  prohibitions,  whenever 
there  (hall  be  any  thing  like  an  equality  of 
fkill.  Our  manufacflures  are  liable  alfo  to 
be  unequally  burthened  by  various  internal 
regulations,  which  your  committee  will  more 
fully  confider  under  the  fixth  refolution. 

The  pofition  of  the  fifth  refolution, 
**  That  our  own  home  market  ought  to  be 
fecured  by  unequally  high  duties  on  thofe 
manufactures  which  form  the  balance  on  our 
fide,**  is  a  principle  palpably  difregarded 
throughout  the  treaty  ; — fince,  as  your  com- 
mittee have  before  remarked,  and  as  the 
moft  inattentive  reader  will  perceive,  all  tie 
duties   of  the  tariff,    except    thofe   on   the 
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produdls  of  France,  are  nicely  reciprocal. 
Thefe  duties,  however,  will  not  ad- as  virtual 
prohibitions  in  our  favour,  in  the  lame  decifi  ve 
manner  as  they  will  protedt  the  French 
'  manufadt  are,  fuppofing  the  lldli  of  the  two 
nations  to  be  hereafter  equal ;  becaufe  the 
other  advantages  which  our  rivals  would  enjoy 
in  the  cheapnefs  of  labour,  and  comparative 
immunity  from  taxes,  and  other  circumflances 
before  mentioned,  would,  in  moH:  cafes,  more 
than  counterpoife  the  import  duties  of  the 
tariff.;  in  the  leather  trade  efpecially,  the 
€xc  ife  duty  on  the  drelTed  material  has  been 
co'^ap'uted  to  be  equal  to  the  ad  valorem  duty 
ci'  15  per  cent.  And  this  excife  is  not  to  be 
countervailed.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
have  no  doubt,  that  from  the  gradual  pro- 
ficiency of  France  in  manufacturing  Ikill, 
••It  may,  in  a  little  time,  happen  that  the 
advantages  which  were  atnril:  balanced  againfl 
each  other,  may  all  fliift  to  one  fide." 

Under  the  lixth  and  laft  refolution,  your 
committee  have  endeavoured  to  learn  as 
accurately  as  they  could,  what  internal 
regulations  ftill  remain  in  France  j  partially 
favourable  to  their  own,  and  oppreffive 
to  foreign  manufa(il:ures :  for  in  our  own 
country  no  fuch  regulations  do,  or  from  the 
nature  of  our  conllitution  can  cxift.  And 
here  your  committee  proceeded  with  the 
more  caution;  becaufe  they  jnye  been  in- 
7  formed 
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formed   by   one    of    their  Members,     that 
a   perfon  of    very   high   authority   publicly 
afferted,    on  a  recent  occafion,  that  no  fuch 
regulations   exift  in  France,    more  than   in 
our   own  ifland.     The  minifler  is  reported 
to  have  fliid,  that  the  duties  on  circulation 
were  in  the  nature  of  a  toll,  and  were  equally , 
levied   on    all    fimilar  goods   of    whatever 
origin,  and  the  fame  information  was  deli- 
vered to  the  committee  by  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  from  Jie   Lords  of  Trade.     Your 
committee,  therefore,  think  it  their  duty  to 
reprefent  on  what  authority  they  prefume  to 
flate  the  contrary;    and   that  is,   a    French 
Book  of  Rates,   called  Recneil  Alphabet iquc 
des  Droits  de  Traites,  publilhed  at  Avignon 
in  1786,  and,  as  it  is  generally  underftood 
in  Paris,   under  fand:ion   of  the  Farmer*s- 
General  themfelves:    A  work   from  which 
your   committee   have   derived    confiderable 
alliftance,   as   to   the  French   duties,  which 
they  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice  in 
this  report. 

The  firrt  partial  regulation  of  this  kind, 
refpedts  the  duties  on  goods  returned  to  France 
from  foreign  countries  to  which  they  may 
have  been  exported,  or  from  the  eifecl:ively 
foreign  provinces  of  Alface,  Lorraine,  and 
the  three  biflijpricks  as  well  as  the  free 
ports  of  Dunkirk,  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  Bayonne, 
L'Orient   and   Marfeiiles.     That  is  to  fay, 

orl 


m. 


\\\'^ 


■f,  I 


^^^ 


AfPLUDl^k 


on  all  tliri-own  goods,  which  have  a  mArfc 
dillin^j.  liihing  them  to  be  of  the  national 
fabricks,  they  exac^l  only  a  moderated  duty 
of  o/!e  per  cent,  ad  vahnm,  while  all  othct 
goods  pay  the  fnll  duties  of  the  refpedive 
tariffs,  by  which  the  different  cuflom-houfes 
of  France  are  regulated. 

With  refpedl  to  internal  circulation,  the 
privileges  of  the  feveral  manufadlures,  and 
even  ot  the  feveral  manufadlures  of  the  fame 
articles  confidcrably  differ.  Your  committee 
cannot  underfake  to  point  them  all  out. 
becaufe  they  lie  difperfed  over  three  thick 
volumes  of  the  French  publication  above 
mentioned;  but  they  will  Hate  fuch,  as  they 
think  amply  fufficient  to  excite  the  alarm 
and  jealoufy  of  the  mariufaaurers'  of  Great 
Britain. 

All  cotton,  plain,  or  woven  with  dyed  yarn, 
if  of  the  national  fabrick,  circulate  duty  free 
throughout  the  realm.  All  cottons  of  foreign 
fabrick  were  entirely  prohibited  by  the  edid: 
of  July  the  lorh,  1785;  that  prohibition  ' 
IS  now  taken  off  as  far  as  relates  to  England, 
and  we  are  confequently  to  be  on  the  footing 
of  other  nations  before  that  edidt.  Our 
cottons,  therefore,  muff  be  fubjed:  to  the 
duties  on  circulation,  effablilhed  before  the 
loth  of  July,   1785. 

Woollens  at  the  Douane  of  Vi  knee,  if  of 
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the   national   fabrick,    pay,    by  the    loolb. 
weight  only—^ //•.;...  6/.  HJ. 

Where  the  llinic  articles  of  foreign  manu- 
tadhire  pay— 6  hv.  4s.  ^J. 

Difference   in     favour    of  their     own 

3/n>.  ijs.  7,/. 

Or  more  than  150  per  cent. 

The  fame  diilinaion  too  is  made  at  the 
JJomwc  0/  Lyons  in  favour  of  their  national 
woollens;  and  the  manufadures  of  Sedan 
have  the  privilege  of  paffmg  to  and  from- 
Lyons  duty  free,  or  to  any  place  in  the 
realm. 

All  linens  of  France  (and  even  of  Switzer- 
land) circulate  freely  all  over  France.  After 
havmg  arrived  at  their  firft  deflination,  all 
Imens  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  cannot 
circulate  without  paying  the  full  duties. 

In  like  manner,  gauzes  of  their  own  na- 
tional manufartorics  have,  by  a  decHlon  of 
council,  been  declared  to  be  free  of  all  duties 
on  circulation;  while  our  fabrics  of  this  kind 
mufl:  pay  the  full  entries. 

With^efpedl  to  the  iron  trade, ^Thc  forn-es 
ot  Mr.  v^hauffade,  which  now  belono-  to  the 
King,  have  peculiar  privileges.  Ail  anchors 
and  grappling  irons  from  tliofe  forges  cirrulate 
Ireey  after  paying  the  iniail  duty  of  id.  per 
100  b.  weight,  and  nai/s  and  /jarJ:mre  of  all 
kinds  pay  only  the  moderate  duty  of  ^d.  the 
lOolb.  with  10  five  per  cents  thereon.  Kicchon 
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iitcnf^ls  too  ofhainmoroil  /'.  '/  from  tl\o  t'ovgt»« 
;uul  tunucTs  ot"  NUuIaix,  l*ont  (\ir-laul\,  Hc- 
ix>uv"!'v"  ^VntHMKUiv,  ;uul  C\nifamo,  in  t\\ti 
di\\n<i  u  \h\i\  onjov  the  |^^ivilfl;l♦  v»t  P'*)'>»UI> 
only  thuc  tourths  ot  thr  H.nnps  duty  on  itnfi, 
wherever  that  is  iliic.  i\\  tne  utluT  hanJ, 
our  hardwares  iwull  pav  the  lull  duties  cvt*iv 
time  tluT  pa(  (i.c  iiiucaux  after  tluir  liiil 
entry. 

Your  cominittco  nuill  alio  remark,  that 
txrAny  nianufaoloiios  have  their  har  and  pig 
iron,  auil  their  lleel,  either  duty  iVcc  ui  'At 
VtMV  moderate  duties. 

It  mult  alio  be  uhlervcd,  that  many  maiui- 
fadurts,  which  have  noadvanta^;es  ui  rcipeCt 
*j{  infcrful cifrti/,  fion  arc  txfwrfni,  duty  iVec 
to  foreign  countries,  and  to  the  etfl^  lively  fo- 
feign  provinces  and  free  ports  of  France, 
while  our  goods  ^t  the  lame  lurt,  (enf  oin 
any  interior  part  of  France,  would  pay 
heavy  duties. 

Your  committee  find  on  your  books,  that 
^cii  alke<!  by  i  ne  members  of  this  Cham- 
ber, wlujther  our  trade  with  France  wa^  'o  bo 
limited  to  certain  ports,  the  Lords  of  the  com- 
mittee of  council  jcplied,  •  That  Come  linii- 
tation  would  prob^ibly  take  place  j  nit  it 
wouki  be  rendered  as  convenient  as  pofii- 
ble."  A  CO  vcr'ion  has  iince  been  con- 
cluded ;  but       ruciition  whatever  is  made  of 

this  fubjea. Your  commi'    e.  therefore, 
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filling  l.iwsol  I'huuv,  [M\\\  (ill  Uwn  h«||UM|  , 
ing  ihuK'  »nul  Hiivi^.^iion  (un  in  innttiii  in  (nil 
foivt*,  wlino  ihoy  ,no  not  ,as/«/(/;/>.  rtlnnuatinl 
by  vntiir  ol  ihr  pulrni  fUMly.)  iw.  KVuU 
<u  fniri^n  nmniilddiiivN,  n.nnr'lv,  wnnlhu, 
«mi  t'nnons  mv  m  Im*  imnniinl  only  Uy  { \\l\\n 
niul  Si.Wilny,    wluMHr  1IH7  mkMm  Im'  (nnf 
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Sinci!  tlie  tlhic  tlut  tlio  prcfcnt  report  was 
begun,  a  iblcmn  convention  of  perions,  illtif- 
trious  by  birtb,  or  bigb  in  olliec,  called  tlm 
Natuhks  of  France,  lias  been  called  togetlier 
at  Paris,  The  objec^l  of  this  great  national 
afTenibiy,  is  a  reform  of  ancient  abufesin  the 
revenue  fyflem  of  the  country.  Your  com- 
mittee muft  obfervc,  that  we  are  not  very 
accurately  informed  what  has  yet  been  done, 
or  what  is  to  be  done  by  theni.  Tiiis  only 
we  know  from  olllcial  authority,  that  the 
!r^///7t'upon  induflry  has  been  already  rcpeah  d  ; 
the  general  Tui/Ic  has  been  reduced  one-tenth  ^ 
and  the  ♦'  fupprellion  of  feveral  duties 
prejudicial  to  indullry,  or  too  liable  to  caufe 
vexations,"  is  yet  further  promifed.  Nor 
can  your  committee  think  it  out  of  place  to 
infert  here  the  recital,  which  Mr.  Calonno 
makes,  of  the  other  nieafurcs  lately  taken  by 
the  Moll  Chrillian  King  for  the  protection 
and  extcnlion  of  trade. 

**  He  has  fupprelTed  (fays  Mr.  Calonno,) 
feveral  duties  detrimental  to  commerce, 
and  the  facrificc  which  he  has  thought  proper 
to  make  or  iheir  produce,  by  favouring  the 
exportation  of  our  commodities,  is  become  a 
new  fource  of  wealtli. 

**  His  MjJ(Jiy   has  created,  fupporff^d  and 

amnuited  various  orrnches  of  indiijiry,    which 

♦*>'  pf'(/^fnt  fupply   the  kingdom    zvitb  a  great 

7  number 
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funnher    of  aniclcs,    that   ivcrc  formerly 

IMPORTED     FROM    ABROAD. 

'•  Several  efVablilhnicnts  of  great  confe- 
<|ucncc  have  been  added,  and  received  lig- 
nal  marks  of  a  vigilant  protedion.  Such, 
amongft  others,  are  the  iro/i  works  at  Mount 
Cenis,  the  mod  confiderable  of  tlicir  kind 
that  exiil: ;  and  tliat  of  the  whale  fifhery, 
which  originated  under  tlie  moli"  favourable 
aufpices,  ht  the  fame  time,  that  all  the 
other  fidieries  of  the  kingdom  are  cncoura'^ed, 
afid  whiljl    they    profpcr,    arc  preparing  fJr 

^/6^  M  A  R I  N  E  ,    A   NURSERY  OF   SEA  M  E  N . ' ' 

There  are,  however,  Ibmc  points  of  re- 
form, to  be  lubmitted  to  the  Notables,  which 
may  be  thought  to  affea:  certain  of  the  pre- 
ceding arguments  of  your  committee  ;  name- 
ly, **  the  projedled  arrangements  in  France, 
for  the  freedom  of  internal  circulation  ;  the 
removal  of  the  Cuftom-houfes  to  the  fron- 
tiers ;  ami  the  effablifhment  of  an  uniform 
tariff,  combined  with  the  interefls  qf 
comnierce/* 

Put  to  this  your  committee  have  to  an- 
fwer,  that  no  reafoning  relative  to  thef(,^ 
points,  can  proceed  on  any  fure  ground,  till 
we  know  the  precife  extent  of  the  reform ;  and 
we  have  no  right  to  expec^l  from  fuch  a  rival, 
any  alterations  more  favourable  than  the  iy^. 
tem  whici,  at  prefent  exifts.  The  uncertainty 
of  tl^c  new  regulations  which  are  to  br  pro- 
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pofed  feems  to  your  committee  to  be  an  irre* 
jiftible  motive,  why  the  manufadurers  of 
Great  Britain  ihould  yet  further  think,  be^ 
fore  they  decide,  and  the  legiflature  paufe, 
before  they  carry  into  efFed  the  pending 
treaty.  As  to  the  duties  on  circulation  in 
particular;  your  committee  cannot  but  re- 
mark, that  the  fame  meafures,  which  fliall 
remove  the  inequalities  ftated  above,  muft 
alfo  generally  let  the  manufadurers  of  the  moft 
induilrious  provinces  of  France,  whcic  labour 
and  living  alfo  ar  loweft,  into  the  great  mar* 
ketsofthat  kingdom,  exonerated  from  the 
burthens  under  which  they  have  hitherto 
ftruggled  in  their  competition  with  foreigners. 
Your  committee  cannot  difmifs  this  enquiry 
without  adding,  that  whatever  inequality  of 
duties  may  at  prefent  exifl  to  the  difad van- 
tage of  the  Englifh  manufacfturer  in  his  com-, 
petition  with  the  French,  and  w^ith  other 
foreign  manufacfturers  in  the  markets  of 
France;  this  inequality  will  yet  be  materially 
augmented  in  the  JJdort  f pace  of  four  years:. 
All  the  French  duties  in  this  report,  (excepting 
the  duties  on  Englifh  goods  under  the  tariff,) 
are  computed  with  ic7i  five  per  cents,  on  the 
original  fum  ;  but  two  of  thefe  five  per  cents, 
or  one  fifteenth  of  the  whole  duties,  as  they 
are  here  calculated,  will  expire  with  the  year 
1790.  On  the  other  fide,  the  duties  of  the 
tariff  are  **  fixed  invariably'*  for  the  duration 
^f  the  treaty.  Thefe 
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Thefe  fads  and  reafonings  contain  all  that 
your  committee  have  to  offer  under  the  heads 
referred  to  them  by  the  Chamber.  They 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  repeat,  that  many 
very  important  coniiderarions  arife  from  the 
wide  entrance,  which  will  be  opened  by  the 
treaty,  to  many  old,  and  fome  new  branches 
of  clandefline  importation  ;  efpecially  of  filk, 
hofiery,  ribbons,  and  other  manufadures  of 
the  fame  material. 

Your  committee  alfo  beg  leave  to  call  the 
ferious    attention    of    the  Chamber,    to  an 
interpretation  of  the  treaty,  which  (as  your 
commiftee  are  credibly  told)  was  given  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  minifter  himfelf, 
namely,    that  the  reciprocal   duties   of   th^ 
tariff  are   to  be    the   terms   of   commercial 
intercourfe     as    well   between    France    and 
Ireland,  as  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
On  the  queflion  of  the  Irifli  Propofitions, 
it  was  the  unanimous  and  fettled  opinion  of 
the  Manufad:urers  of  Great  Britain,  that  iO|- 
^^Y  QQWt.  ad  valorem   (together  with  counter- 
vailing  duties)    would  not   be   fufficient  to 
proted:  our  home  markets  againfl  the  manu- 
fadurersof  Ireland;  how  then  are  we  to  ftand 
the  competition  againft  them  in  the  markets 
of  France,   where  the   fimilar  commodities 
of  the  two  fifter  kingdoms  are  to  be  equally 
burthencd  with  the  lame  duties  on  importa- 
tion ?  nor  mufl  it  he  forgotten  that  Ireland, 

treating 
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treating  France  at  this   moment  like   other 
nations,  will  giv:e  little  or  nothing  in  return; 
the  equivalent  to  France  can  only  he  found 
in  the  opening  of  the  Briti(h  market  to  the 
produ(5tions  and  indullry  of  her  ancient  rival; 
while  Ireland    bids  fair  to  enjoy  much  the 
greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the    emoluments 
to  he  gamed  in  the  French  market  j  nor  is  this 
the  only   danger  which  a])pcars  to   threaten 
us   from  this  new  explanation  of  the  tariff-^ 
an    explanation,     which      (we    cannot    hut 
notice)  was  refufed  by  the  Privy  Council  to 
ieveral  members  of  this  committee.     It  was 
Ivvorn  by  themanufiClurers  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  in    1785;   that   in  many  cafes   i^, 
20,  30,  nay  50  per  cent,  with  countervailing 
duties,  would  not  keep  out  the  mahufadures 
©f  Ireland;  but  under  cover  of  the   prefenf 
treaty,   Iriih  goods   may  be  eafily  fmuggled 
into  this    country,   as   French  conmioditics, 
at  the   duties  of    the    tariff,   with  only  the 
additional   expence    of   touching,    and   pro- 
curing the  necelfary  papers,  at  Dunkirk,  or 
fome  other  French   port;   and  if  this   traffic 
be  carried  on  in  French  veflels  there  can  be 
little  difficulty,  and    as    little    cofl,    in  the 
pradice   of  this   fraud  ;  which  at  the  fame 
time  coulu  not  fuffer  any  very  elTential  check 
from  any  regulations   which  the  legilfature 
pay  make  in  our  fyflem  of  revenue. 

On  thefe  points  your  committee  fhould  not 

be 
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be  unwilllnp;  to  cMiter  into  fome  detail  ;  but 
they  think  thcmfblvcs  not  warranted  by  their 
inflrudtions  io  to  digrefs.  Should  they  be 
direded  by  a  general  meeting,  they  would 
chcarfully  relume  their  enquiries.  In  the 
mean  time  they  mufl  take  the  liberty  of 
repeating  their  recommendation  of  thefe 
AibjeCts  to  the  anxious  difcuilion  of  the 
Chamber,  as  they  are  indirpenfable  to  the 
proper  underilanding  of  the  prefcnt  qucilion, 
and  yet  more  particularly  indilpcniiible  to 
tfie  jull  prefervation  of 'that  which  it  is 
lioped  the  Chamber  will  ever  be  jealoufly 
folicitoMs  to  guard,  their  own  confiltency  anci 
Jionour. 

THOMAS  WALKER,  Chairman. 

lie f' -1111  ions ^  March  27,    1787. 

RESOLVED  unanimoufly.  That  the  vari- 
ous reports  of  the  committee  upon  the 
iubjedt  of  the  French  treaty,  from  the 
9th  of  February  inclufive,  be  fent  to  the 
members  of  the  Chamber. 

That  every  degree  of  additio-ial  informa- 
tion which  can  be  obtained,  fhall  alfo  be  fcnt 
to  the  members,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
form  tlieir  judgments,  calmly  and  delibe- 
rately, on  tlie  great  quelh'on  of  the  French 
treaty,  previous  to  any  decifion  of  this 
Chamber. 

THOMAS  WALKER,  Chairman. 
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TZ'^  Yorkshire  Qitestion,  or?ETirios, 
or  Ad  DURESS  :  (Being  afiwrtandfalrfiate 
of  the  Cafe,  upon  the  Principles,  the  Views, 
the  Means,  and  i he  Ohjecls  of  both  Parties 
as  confefed  by  themfelvcs.)  '  Moji  earnejlly 
mtdferiotifly  adJreffed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  People  of  England, 
dffembled  in  their  fcveral  County,  City, 
ana  other  Meetings, 

In  all  public  diTcufiion,  upon  public  affairs, 
it  has  been  ufual  to  guefs  at  the  views  and 
ohjeds  of  thofe   who  propofe  any  meafure, 
and  of  thofe    who  oppofe  it ;  and   to   ftate 
their  intentions,  as  arguments  for  or  againft 
the  meafure  itfelf.     It  very   fc^ldom  indeed 
happens,  that  either  party  acknowledge  their 
intentions  to  be  what  their  adverfary  imputes 
to  them.     Hence  much  difficulty  of  judging 
between  the  competitors  for  public  trull:  and 
confidence  arifes  to  the  people,  who  are  firfl 
diverted  from  an  examination  of  the  meafure 
advifed,  to  the   probable  intentions  of  the 
advifer  or  oppofer,  and  then,  a  greater  diffi- 
culty attends  the  fixing  with  certainty,  what 
that  intention  is  ;  neither  party,  as  has  been 
remarked,   confeffing  the  motive  to  be  that, 
which  is  fuggefled  by  his  opponent. 

Much  benefit  is  expeded,  and  it  is  ho|:>ed 

that  much   indeed   will  be   derived,     from 

6  the 
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the  petition  of  the  county  of  Yo*k — from 
the  effedl  of  the  refolutions  there  entered 
into— and  from  the  vvatcliful,  prudent,  and 
well-diredled  labours  of  the  very  reipedlable 
committee  of  that  great  county.  This  for 
the  future. — [A  copy  of  the  Pe/i/ ion,  and  the 
names  of  the  Com?mttee,  are  annexed.] 

But  a  very  great  and  diffufive  good  has 
already  flowed  from  it.  In  that  meeting, 
the  contending  parties  have  fairly  owned 
their  principles ;  avowed  their  intentions, 
and  precifely  marked  their  objeds.  All 
conjed:ure  as  to  motives  ;  all  inference  from 
the  oftenlible  end  to  the  occult  delign  ;  ever/ 
argument  from  prefumeable  or  probable 
intention  being  thus  done  away — the  parties 
come  fairly  with  their  meafu'res,  and  their 
means  before  the  people,  now  to  be  afTembled 
in  the  feveral  towns,  cities  and  counties  of 
this  kingdom ;  and  thus,  that  people  are 
enabled  to  judge  with  certainty,  and  to 
chufe  for  themfelves,  without  the  leafl:  dreiid 
of  being  deceived  in  the  nature  of  the  object, 
or  the  quality  of  the  means,  by  which  that 
pbjed:  is  to  be  obtained. 

At  the  Yorkfliire  meeting  two  opinions 
were  given — very  different  indeed  ;  and  two 
meafures  propofed — abfolutely  contradictory 
to  each  other.  Each,  however,  had  its 
advocates  and  fupporters.  All  other  than 
^  nuraerical  comparifon  of  thefe  fhall    be 

here 
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here  abftaincd  from.  That  indeed  wi«5 
remarkable.;  for  one  party  was  io  fmall  m;; 
not  to  give  their  meafures  and  dodrin<cs 
the  fupport  or  coimtenance  of  their  cwn 
vote.  Tlie  propofirions  of  the  other  were 
carried  without  a  diilenting  voice.  The  liril 
of  thefe  call tbcmf elves  the  King's  Friends, 
The  other  party  was  compofed  of  the 
Gentlemen  and  Free-Holders  of  the 
county;  and  each,  by  their  fpokefmen, 
clearly  and  diflindly  avowed  their  objed, 
and  recommended  the  means  by  which  they 
propofed  to  attain  it.  Let  thefe  be  Hated  ; 
and  let  the  Country  Gentlemen,  for 
this  time,    have  the  precedence. 

The  Country  Gentlemen,  then,  by 
the  mouths  of  Mr.  Wyvill,  Mr,  Pritchard, 
Mr,  Hill,  Sir  George  Savile,  Mr.  Stanhope, 
Mr,  Turner,  and  feveral  others,  reprefented 
the  corrupt  dependence  of  Parliament  as  the 
grand  caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes ;  from 
which  dependence  and  corruption,  they 
infifted,  flowed  the  moft  improvident  and 
lavilh  grants  of  the  money  of  the  fubjed, 
fqueezed  from  them  by  the  mofl:  oppreflive 
taxes;  and  charged  the  mifipplication,  and 
profufe  iquanderingof  that  money,  as  owing 
to  the  negled,  w  refuAil  of  Parliament  to 
examine,  or,  in  any  wife,  controul  the 
expenditure.  They  reprefented  the  undue, 
^ready  prodigious,  and  Hill  cncrealing  inriu- 

ence 
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ence  of  the  Crown,  as  the  grand  corrupter  of 
Parliament  j  they  ftated  the  variety  and 
magnitude  of  places  and  emoluments  in  its 
gift  and  difpofal,  as  the  means  employed 
for  that  corruption ;  and  they  charged,  that 
the  public  money  was  laviihly  applied  to 
continue  and  forward  the  very  corruption 
from  which  it  flowed.  Thefc  were  the  evils 
and  their  ccwfes  as  reprefcntcd  and  aliedoed 
by^  the  Co  u  n  t  11  y  G  e  n  T  l  e  m  e  n  .  "^ 

To  remedy  thefe   was   their  objed:.      The 
means  propofed  by  them  to  attain  that  objeCl 
were,  to  bring   the  influence  of  the  Crowu 
within   feme  reafonable   bounds;    and,    by 
removing   fome  of  the   moll   apparent'  and 
obvious  caufes  of  the  corruption  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  reflore  that  body    to   fuch  a  flate 
of  purifv  and   health,  as  might  enable  it  to 
difcha/^.e    its    fundion ;     and    difpofe   it    to 
grant  the  money  of  the  fubjedt  with  fome 
degree    of    caution;    and    to    controul     the 
expenditure   wi  h,  at  Jtall,   fome  deoree  of 
care.  ^ 

Thus  flir  the  Co un^^ry  Gentlemen  ; 
.ind     to     them     fucceeded     the -Kind's 

Friends. 

The    KiNGs*s   Friends,    then,    by    the 

mouth  of  Mr.  Smelt, but   here  it  may 

not  be  amifs  to  make  thofe  v/ho  are  not  yet 
inforn^.ed,  acqi;aintcd   with  Mr.  Smelt;   his 
Jiiuation  and  conneciions. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Smelt  is  a  gentleman  of  the  county  of* 
York  of  decent  fortune,    and  of  a  family 
fufliciently  reputable.     In    himfelf,    in   his 
private  life,  not  only  unexceptionable,   but 
refpcdable.     About  eight  years   fince,  this 
gentleman   was   appointed  Sub- Governor  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  which  office  he  con- 
tinued fome  years;    during  which  time  his 
Majefly  paid  him  moil  partictdar  regard  and 
attention.     So  highly   was    he   in  the   royal 
fiivour,  that,  when  the  King  difcharged  Dr. 
Markham  (now    Archbifhop  of  York)  and 
the  late  Lord  Holdernefl'e,  together  with  -an 
Oxford  fcholar,  whofe  name  docs  not  occur, 
from  the  government   and    education  of  the 
Prince,  he  carneftly  prelled    Mr.   Smelt   to 
remain.      From  what    motive   is   not  well 
known,  but  he  declined  the  offer,  and  even  ' 
refufed,  though  much^reffed,  to  retain  the 
falary.     His  Majefty's  favour  and  approba- 
tion, fo  far  from  cealing,  has  every  day  en- 
creafed.     He  has   again  been  called  to  the 
King's  prefence,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
kingdom,  who  enjoys  fo  much  of  the  appa- 
rent   confidence    of  the   King  at    this  day ; 
and  certainly  there  is  not  a  man  of  any  rank 
or   condition   in  the  country,   who  was  ever 
honoured  with  {o  much  of  the  private  fociety, 
and  familiar  intercourfe  with  his  Majefty,  as 
Mr.  Smelt  is  at  this  very  time.  This  account 
of  Mr.  Smelt  is  intended  to  imprefs  on  the 

people 
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people  the  great  authority  with  which  he 
fpoke;  the  ccrtai7i  knowledge  which  he  had, 
from  let!;  intercourfe  of  his  Majefty's^r^r/o/zx 
difpojitions,  and  princely  de/ires;  i;nd  the 
hahitudes  of  thinking,  reafoning  and  ivijhing^ 
in  which  he  r-iift  have  been  quite  familiar  at 
the  Queen's  Houfe,  in  which  his  Majefly 
refides,  and  where  the  King*s  friends  muft  of 
coiirfe  refort  and  confult. 

From  the  bofom  of  thcfc, from  the  very* 

interior  oi  the  Kmghimfclf,  Mr.  Smelt  ilTues 
to  the  Yorkfhire  meeting,  and  becomes  the 
mouth  of  that  party, 

Mr.  Smelt  then  affirmed,  that  all  our  mis- 
fortunes arofe  from  the    King's  not  having 
more  power  and  influence  than  he  has.     As  a 
remedy,  therefore,  he  recommended  that  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  King  (hould  be 
cncreafed.      the  firft,    he  plainly   averted; 
the  fecond,  he  diredly  recommended.     The 
immediate    benefits,    which     he    expeded 
from  that  increafe  of  power  and   influence, 
he  did  not  ftate  in  words   equally  precife! 
But  it  was  impoffible  to  mijl a ke  him.     To 
remove    even  every  poffible   infmuation    jf 
unfair  conftrudiion,  the  people  of  England 
are  defired   to   attend   to  his  words,    which 
ihall  be    fliirly    quoted.     The    people    will 
interpret  for  themfelves.      Thefe     are    his 
words  ; -^ — 

•*  The  power  of  the  crown  is  by  no  means 

exorbitant; 
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**  exorbitant  \  on  the  contrary,  it  vj^nts  greatly 
••  to  be  inrreafed',  the  King's  influence  is  /c/y 
*'  /////c;  his  hands  want  to  h^jlrch  ^hened,  for 
*'  he  is  ^zo/^z-^Z-ftocurbthelicentioulhefb  vvith 
•*  which  he  is  every  day  talked  of  in  every 
**  company,  and  every  flrcet,  nor  rir;?  to  re'- 
**  ftrain  the  infertion,  of  a  ne-uflpaprr  para- 
**  graph.'*  In  a  preceding  part  of  his  ipeech 
he  iaid — «'  The  ground  of  thepetitionieemed 
**  to  be,  to  curb  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
**  and  to  prevent  the  Sovereign  from  diflpoflng 
**  of  the  revenues  granted  to  him  by  Parha'- 
**  ment.'* — It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  add,  ^ha^ 
he  ended  by  a  moil  earneft  entreaty  to  fhe 
meeting  torejedt  the  petition.  For  the  fur- 
ther fatisfa^ion  of  the  reader,  Mr.  Smei.'s 
fpcech  is  annexed  to  this  addrefs.   ' 

After  thefe  expreliions,  thus  fairly  tranf- 
cribed  from  his  fpeech,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to 
obferve  that— to  lament  ai.  inability  to  do 
any  particular  thing,  is  to  aflert  that  fuch 
particular  thing  (liould  be  done,  were  the 
power  equal  to  its  performance  ;  and  that  in 
no  form  of  government  whatfoever  can  any 
a(tlion  be  refbained,  but  by  the  terror  of  the 
punidiment  annexed  to  its  vommiflion.  Thefe 
remarks  cannot  be  fj  much  as  cavilled  at  j  to 
deny  their  truth,  is  impoilible. 

Under  theauthority,  then,  of  thefe  remarks 
(without  enquiring  what  company  Mr. 
Smelt  keeps,  in  which  the  King  "^  conflantly 

and 
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^!h/ju'L'''fV'''''^^  '^'     .mediate i.«.//^ 

Irl^f     y  '!"'1^'  P?t^°^«  '^°'»  ''^«  defined 
increafe  of  the  K.ng's  power  and  influence. 

arc———  ' 

^^  F.rft,  That  hif  ..Tajefty  wouH  regulate  all 
private,  friendly  and  c^«wWa/  tbciety  at  his 
pleafure ;  and  either  rcnrefs  the  freedom  of 
converfat.on  intirely    .         ,.ift  i^,  ^^en  it 

interenSomMr    S,     I'eV.     "^"'^We 
fT,«  1^-       i/om  ivir.  ^'     its  complaint,  that 

every   ftreet,   for   want,    as    he  afferts,    of 
!l^c,ent  power  and  influence.     It  was  ridi- 
clous  to  complain  of  want  of  power    if    t 
was  not  intended  to  ufe  the  power  wh;n  go 
to  remedy  the  evil  ;   and  there  is  no  pofffble 

'^S'^l?''  '"'•  "  ^"/^-^J'-centio^uly  of 
tV,.  Ir  ^^  '"  ^^V  '^"mpany,"  but  by  uL? 
the  defired  power  for  the  regulation  of  LJ/f 
compames..^^A  fuppreffin/.he  freedom  or 
pun.fhmg  the  inadvertencielof  ^.,W,.X//y 
Jr,endly,  ^v.A  convivial  comtxd\on.  AnS 
advantage  would  arif..  indifpenfably  neceC 
to  the  exerofe  of  t!  „s  power,  and  infepar  b  e 

pT  o;:?""^  'n  ^  °^^  '\"  ^'-  S.r>eltVhoSd 
SP  Es  .  Th.  '^'^"^^-^f'l^  employment  of 
Zll  I  The  neceffity  of  an  whole  hoft  of 
thefe  honourable  officers  is  felf-evident 
How  otherwife  is  it  poffible  to  br  ngl; 
pnvate  d.fcourfe  of  families  and  frieadf  il' 

judgment 
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judgment  before  the  magiftrate,  and  to  punifli 
thofe  iwh6  have  tranfgreffed  ?  Without  the 
j^id  of  fome  fuch,  even  now,  how  could  Mr. 
Smeh  know  that  the  Kin^  was  evilly  fpoken 
dfi  in  other  companies  than  thofe  which  lie 
he  himfelf  keeps ;  it  muft  be  through  the 
iTiinifti'y  of  fpies  that  Mr.  Smelt  has  been 
nble  to  alTure  us  that  the  King  is  reviled  in 
every  company. 

Second  benefit.  V*  That  his  Majefly  wotild 
**  prohibit  all  difcufiion  of  public  affairs,  and 
**  political  controverfy /« /)r/>//,  even  to  the 
*■•  infertion  of  t  Jingle  paragraph  in  a  news- 
*.'  papery  or  punifh  feverely  thofe  who  fhall 

••  tranfgrefe." ^The  fame  reafoning  which 

arQf«  frpto  the  firfl:  benefit  is  applicable  to  this 
fecond;  as,  without  a  licenfer  of  the  prefs^ 
that  is,  without  making  it  criminal  by  the 
King*s  authority,  to  publilh  any  thing  in 
print,  to  convey  the  In^alleft  information; 
ojr  lay  any  fad,  or  fubmit  any  reaforiing  to 
the  p<;ople  through  the  prefs,  without  the 
king's  licence  Jirfl  had  'and  obtained',  and 
H^fli<3ting  heavy  punilhments  on  thofe  who 
pfefumed  to  dp  otherwife  j — without  this,  it 
is  impojfthk  to  deyife  any  metlwd  by  which 
the  King  ihall  be  enabled  to  fupprefs,  or 
prevent  the  inCertion  of  fuch  paragraphs  as  he 
may  diflikey  in  a  news-paper. 
.  Third  benefit.  **  That,  by  fuch  increafe 
**  of  power,    the  King  would  be  enabled  to 

**  difpofe 
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,.  ^  ??^^  ^^  *^^  revenues,  granted  to  him  by 
rarJiament,  according  to  his  will  and  pleafure^ 
^without  controul,  and  without  account.'* 
i  his  IS  the  obvious  and  unavoidable  fenfe  of 
the   fpeech  I     Mr.    Smeh  bitterly  lamented 
that  the  petition  tended  to  defeat  this  power. 
Let  the  following  expreffions  taken  from  his 
ipeech  be  confidered,  and  npt  even  a  fhadow 
of  doubt  can  remain  :    -  The  petition  tends, 
*.  5v    ;    "  to  prevent   the  Sovereign   from 
:.  '!yP^J^''S  01  the  revenues  granted  him  by 
•'Parliament.^'      The  petition  neither  afks 
por  implies  any  fuch  thing.     The  King  now 
has,   and   has  always  had,    the  difpofal   of 
the  revenue ;  the  bufinefs  and  duty  of  the 
rarlianient  was  to  take  care  that  the  Minifters 
ot  the  King  did  not  divert  it  from  the  objeds 
to  which  they  had  deftined  it,  and  to  punifh 
them   for  fuch  malverfation  when   it  hap- 
pened.    This  the  petition  begs  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  confider  again  as  their  duty  and 
bufinefs    and  to  perform  that  duty.     It  afks 
this,   and  on   that  head,    it  aiks  no  more.    • 
Agam,    »  the  petition  tended  to  make  the 
King  no  longer  ^  judge  of  his.  own  benevo^ 
Jence  {y,vi\i  whofe  money  pray?)    but  to 
*'  conftitute  parliament  his  guardians."  Surely 
Mr.  Smelt   mufl  have   thought   the  people 
ot  this  country  flrangely  altered,  if  not  de- 
generated,  when  he  hopes  to  alarm  them  intp 
an  oppofitm  to  any  meafure  by  telling  them, 
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that  •*  it  tended  to  make  the  Parliament  the 
King's  Guardians/*  But,  one  more  of 
Mr.  Smelt*s  wifties  laid  before  them,  the 
people  will  think  for  themfelves.  Left  the 
benevolence  of  the  King  fhould  be  Jiinted^ 
when  the  guardianship  of  the  Parliament 
was  ended ; — left  his  Majefty  might  not 
have  his  revenues  large  enough  when  entirely 
at  his  own  difpofal,  Mr.  Smelt  expreffed  a 
ftrong  defire  **  that  all  war  taxes  and 
ESTABLISHMENTS  (hould  be  kept  to  their 
full  extent  in  times  of  peace.*'  This  indeed 
tvas  not  quite  fo  well  received  in  Yorkfhire. 
The  reft  of  the  kingdom  may  perhaps  like 
it  better^  efpecially  when  they  confider  with 
WHOM  Mr.  5melt  is  in  the  moft  confidential 
intimacy. 

Here,  then,  O  people  of  England,  you 
have  both  parties  before  you,  in  their  own 
words,  with  their  avowed  intentions,  with 
their  acknowledged  projects;  the  ends  they 
defire,  and  the  means  by  which  they  propofe 
to  attain  thofe  ends,  openly  profeffed.  After 
this,  no  freeholder,  not  one  of  the  people, 
can  be  at  a  moment's  lofs  to  decide  on  the 
part  he  Ihall  take  in  the  feveral  county  and 
other  meetings,  now  or  fhortly  to  be  called 
for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  luch  a  petition 
as  has  been  voted  in  Yorkfhire.  A  fhort 
jrecapitulation  will  remove  all  doubts. 

Whoever  thinks  that  the  power  and  injlu* 

etict 
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ence  of  the  crown  is  too  little,  and  ought  to 

be  ENCREASEDj 

Whoever  wifties  that  the  King,  fo  encreafed 
in  power,  fhould  regulate  2\\private  companies, 
and  piinijh  fuch  converfation  as  y6f  does  not 
like; — — - 

Whoever  wifhes  and  defires  that  the  liberty 
of  the  Press  fhould  be  retrained;  a  licenfer 
eftablifhed ;  all  information  to  the  people,  in 
print,  concerning  natiojial  affairs,  fupprejed; 
and  the  inferting  even  2l  Jingle  paragraph  in  a 
news-paper,  without  ih.Q  King* s  leave,  feverely 
punifhed; — ■ — - 

Whoever  thinks  that  the  Parliament  ought 
to  grant  whatever  money  the  King  ajks,  and 
wifhes  that  the  King  fhould  difpofe  of  his 
people's  money  fo  granted,  according  to  his 
will  and    pleafure,    without    controul   and 

without  account ; 

All  thofe,  who  thus  think  and  wijh,  are 
defired  to  attend  at  their  refpedlive  county, 
city  or  other  meetings,  and  there,  with  the 
King's  Friends  and  Mr.  Smelt,  fupport 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly  for  the  attainment 
of  fuch  dejirable  objeSls ; — But  . 

Whoever  thinks  that  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  is  already  too  great,  and  employed 

to  corrupt  the  parliament ; ^ 

Whoever  thinks  that  corrupting  the  par- 
liament with  the  wo;7^^  of  the  people,  already 
granted^  a  means  to  make  that  parliament 
grant  more ; Who-  . 
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Whoever  wiflies  to  fee  a  ftoJ5  put  to 
unmerited  penfions;  an  abolition  of  ufelefs 
places,  and  a  temperate  r^/or/w  of  all  j 

Whoever  wiflies  that  parliament,  made 
lefs  corrupt,  (hould  grant  the  people*s  money 
with  caution  and  retu£fance,  and  fee  it  accounted 
for  with  rigorous  punBuality  \ 

All  men,  who  thus  think  and  wifh,  will 
attend  at  the  county  or  other  meetings  ;  and, 
with  the  CouNTtcY  Gentlemen,  fupport 
a  Petition  oi  the  fame  kindsts  that  refolved 
on  in  the  County  of  York. 


The  Speech  of  Mr,  Smelt,  lately  Sub^ 
Governour  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  the 
Yorkfhire  Meeting  y  carefully  taken  dowri 
at  the  time, 

JVlR.  SMELT  requeued  the  indulgence 
of  the  meeting,  and  their  candid  interpre- 
tation of  arguments,  which  his  want  of  IkiU 
an(|^  experience  might  fail  to  arrange  with 
judgment,  or  place  in  their  proper  point  of 
view.  He  faid,  that  as  the  advertifement 
to  call  the  county  together  was  (igned  by 
many  refpedable  names,  he  came  to  York 
with  a  confident  hope,  that  their  intension 
was  to  propofe  fome  meafures  for  the  pror 
^tiQtion  of  the  cornrnpn  caufe,  and  to  unite 
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the  minds  of  men  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs  ; 
but  that  he  lamented  to  find,  that,  inftead 
of  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  government, 
the  intention  avowed  was  to  divide  its 
Ibength  ;  for  that  the  ground  of  the  petition 
feemed  to  be  to  curb  the^  influence  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  prevent  the  fovereign  from 
difpofing  of  the  revenues  granted  to  him  by 
Parhament;  a  meafure  by  which  he  appre- 
hended the  latefl  pofterity  might  be  fenlibly 
affeded. 

He  then  defired  to  fhew  his  own  confill:- 
ency,  by  a  detail  of  the  ciicumftances  of  his 
life,  and  related,  that  he  had  early  engaged 
in,  and  after  nineteen  years*  faitliful  fervice, 
retired  from  a  profeffion,  without  accepting 
any  reward,  or  penfion,  as  an  illnefs,  not 
contracted  in  fervice,  but  which  had  grown 
up  with  him  from  his  infancy,  had  occa-» 
iioned  his  delire  to  refign.  "^ 

He  took  occafion  here  to  refle(fl  on  the 
negle<5ted  flate  of  the  navy,  and  weak  con- 
dition of  the  works  at  Plymouth,  when  he 
was  called  on  in  his  official  charadti^  to 
infped:  them  in  the  coflrfe  of  the  laft  war. 
During  his  retirement,  of  which  this  city 
was  the  fcene,  he  affirmed  that  he  had 
dedicc.ed  his  time  to  the  fludy  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  other  national  objeds  ;  that 
while  in  this  fituation  he  received  a  call  to 
9,  moft  important    duty,    for    the    faithful 
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inadequate   difcharge  of    which,   while    in 

employment,  he  was  well  pleafed  to  receive 

his  wages;  but  that  on  the  conclHfion  of  his 

attendance    upon    the    Princes,    which    he 

refigned  from  a  fenfe  of  his  own  ability,  he 

had  declined  the  offer  of  an  annuity  for  the 

remainder  pf  his  life;  that  he  therefore  once 

more  retired  to  his  own  natural  and  humble 

iituatior,    whence  he  was  again  drawn    by 

the  commands  of  his  moft  gracious  mafter; 

that  whether  the  ftipend    he  had  from  that 

time   enjoyed    was   to  be  conftrued  into  a 

penfion  he  could  not  tell,  and  was  npw  ^ven 

indifferent,    for  that  from  this  moment  ho 

refigned  it;    **  and  now,"  faid  he,  ^s  I  am 

an  independent  man." 

He   then   reprobated  the  petition   to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  it  tended  to  make 
the   King  no  longer  the  judge  of  his  own 
benevolence,  but  to  conflitute  Parliament  his 
guardians ;  and  declared  it  even  illegal  for 
one  branch  of  the  conftitution   to  interfere 
with  the  operations  of  another.     He  affirmed 
that   the  power  of  the  Crown  was  by   no 
means  exorbitant;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
required   to   be   greatly  increafed:   that  the 
King's  influence  was  too  little,  and  that  his 
hands  wanted  to  be  ftrengthened  ;  for  that  he 
is  not  able  to  curb  the  licentioufnefs  with 
which    he  is  every  day  talked  of  in  every 
company   and   in  every   ftreet,  nor  even  tq 

reftrain 
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reftraln  the  infertion  of  a  news-paper  para^ 
graph,  while  the  prefent  meafure  tended   to 
anarchy  and  cqnfulion,  and  to  fnatch  away 
that  facred   veil   which  the  conftitution  had 
wifely  drawn  round  the  Crown,  and  which 
only    the   greateft   occafion   fliould   remove 
from  before  the  fplendour  of  Majefly.   That 
fuch  was  the  delicacy  of  the  legiflature,  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  that  the  word 
Abdication  was  a  work  of  three  days'  delibe- 
ration,  their  object  being  to    maintain    the 
immortality  of  the  Royal  Perfon,  a  perfon 
upon  which  the  law  had  beftowed  not  only 
an  exemption  from  death,  but  from  error; 
that  in  this  maxim,  **  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong,"  the  only  fafeguard  of  the  people  is 
contained,  and  that  from  his  protedion  alone 
their  liberty  is   to  be  derived ;  he  therefore 
recommended  it  to  thofe  who  were  in  pur- 
fuit  of  liberty,  that  they  (liould  implore  the 
protecflion  of  the  King,  as  by  protedli^n  and 
fecurity  liberty  was  to  be  underftood. 

He  now  entered  on  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  and  thofe  who 
conduded  the  affairs  of  the  nation  on  Whig 
principles,  and  hence  again  deduced  the 
property  of  giving  greater  power  to  the 
crown.  He  averred  that,  in  the  days  of 
Whiggifm,  the  minifter,  diftindt  from  the 
crown,  formed  a  fourth  branch  of  legiflature, 
which  had  abforbed  within  itfelf  the  power 
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and  office  of  the  crown,  and  that  leaving 
de  jure  royalty  to  be  pofleffed-by  the  Roy.^1 
Perfon,  the  party  of  the  minifter  afTumed 
and  exercifed  the  office  of  King  de  fadio» 
The  narrow  principles  of  felf,  actuated  the 
meafures  and  purfuits  of  Whigs :  hence  the 
complaints  of  our  brethren  in  Ireland  have 
been  fomented,  and  hence  the  rebellion  in 
Americ^a  grew  to  fo  flupendous  a  height,  that 
it  was  irrefiflible  almoft  at  the  firfl.  Lord 
Chatham,  he  granted,  was  formed  to  glare 
a  meteor  in  a  ftorm,  but  by  no  means  to 
condudl  finances  in  the  time  of  peace ;  and 
declared  that  the  prefent  increafe  of  debt 
arifes  from  that  want  of  forefight,  which, 
in  peace,  never  looks  forward  towards  the 
exigencies  of  war;  adding,  that  one  of  the 
greatefl  misfortunes  of  this  country  is,  that 
no  minifter  is  found  fufficiently  firm  to  keep 
up  the  taxes  on  the  return  of  peace  to  the 
greatefl  height  of^  war  eflablifhment :  {^Here 
ihe  whole  meeting  expreffed  the  utmoji  difap- 
probation^']  for  if  that  were  done,  pro vi (ion 
might  be  made  againft  the  day  of  danger, 
and  we  fhould  not,  in  the  hour  of  prefling 
neceflity,  be  obliged  to  purchafe  every  requi- 
lite  article  at  the  moft  exorbitant  prices :  and 
here  recurring  to  the  crimination  of  Whig- 
gifm,  he  affirmed,  that,  if  the  lail  war  had 
broke  out  two  years  after,  we  fhoujd  not 
have  had  a  fleet  fit  for  fervice. 
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He  then  diredly  undertook  to  exculpatp 
Government  from  the  charge  of  having 
pccafioned  the  calamities  complained  of,  and 
transferred  the  blame  to  the  people,  whom 
he  called  the  Haves  of  feffiflinefs,  which 
defcended  even  to  the  election  of  coroners : 
to  them  alone  he  afcribed  the  diforders  of 
the  country.  He  denied  the  exigence  of 
one  patriot.  After  admitting  the  p6frible 
truth  of  Lord  Orford's  affertion,  that  all 
men  had  their  prices,  he  affirmed  that  if 
there  be  a  patriot  in  this  country,  he  is  now 
upon  the  throne:  **  The  King  is  not  only 
the  greateft  and  the  beft,  but  he  was  forr/ 
to  fay,  he  believed  him  to  be  the  only- 
patriot  in  this  country."  He  called  to 
recolledion  a  former  meeting  of  the  county  of 
York,  and  lamented  that  the  affembly  prefent 
could  blow  both  hot  and  cold  in  that  room; 
for  that  nine  years  ago  they  confidered  thp 
King  as  worthy  of  their  refped: ;  they  thep 
called  on  him  to  diffplve  the  Parliament, 
for  excluding  a  man,  whofe  private  charadler 
none  would  I:.,  fo  bold  as  to  vindicate; 
whereas,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  Parliament 
is  to  be  called  on  to  reftrain  the  King ;  he 

^therefore  befought  the  meeting,  by  every 
obligation  that  could  influence  the  lover  of 
his  country,  from  every  principle  of  public 
and  private  intereft,  from  the  loyalty  and 
^ffei^ion  due  to   the  moft  gracious  prince, 
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engaged  in  a  war  the  moft  juft  that  ever  was 
entered    into,  to  rejedl   the  petition,  and   to 
feek  for  the  redrefs  of  our  calamities  from 
means  in  our  own  power  to  carry  into  effedl 
Let  reformation  begin  with  the  body  of  the 
people.      The  principles    of  ele(ftors    were 
corrupt :  let  them   return  to  virtue,  and   let 
them  choofe  for  reprefentatives  difcreet  and 
difpaflionate  men ;  fuch  men  as  are  recom- 
mended   to   their    choice    by    the   writ    of 
election.     The  only  ground    on  which  the 
petition  could  pretend  to  propriety,  he  faid, 
was  an  opinion  that  the  King  is  the  fervant 
of  the  people;   and,  now  returning  to  the 
royal  attributes,   added,   that  it  is  a  narrow, 
a   little,    and  a  mean  idea;    he   is  not   the 
fervant  of  the  people,    he  is  their  foul ;  he 
is  the  foul   of  the  conftitution ;  from   him 
and  him  alone,    the  conftitution  derives  its 
energy ;    from   him  alone  the  operations  of 
the  ftate  derive  their  efficacy  :  he  is  the  life^^ 
the  foul,  the  very  exiftence  of  the  confti- 
tution.    And  here,  recommending  once  more 
the  rejedtion  of  the   petition,  he   profelTed 
his  readinefs    to  join  in  an  addrefs   to  the 
throne,   expreffive   of    loyalty,     confidence, 
contribution   of  ftrength,  and  co-operation, 
&c.  &c. 
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Tork,  December  30,  1 779. 
At  a  very  numerous  and  refpedable 
meeting,  of  the  firft  perfons  of  confideration 
and  property  in  this  county,  held  here 
this  day,  the  following  petition  and  refolu- 
tions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to: 

To  the    Hmotirable  I  be   Commons   of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  ajfembled: 

The  Petition  of  the   Gentlemen,    Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  York, 
Shezveth, 

X  HAT  this  nation  hath  been  engaged  for 
feveral  years  in  a  moft  expenfive  and  unfor- 
tunate war;  that  many  of  our  valuable  colo- 
nies, having  adually  declared  themfelves 
independent,  have  formed  a  ftrid:  confede- 
racy with  France  and  Spain,  the  dangerous 
and  inveterate  enemies  of  Great  Britain ;  that 
the  confequence  of  thofe  combined  misfor- 
tunes  had  b.een  a  large  addition  to  the  national 
debt,  a  heavy  accumulation  of  taxes,  a  rapid 
decline  of  the  trade,  manufactures,  and  land- 
rents  of  the  kingdom. 

Alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  refources  and 
growing  burthens  of  this  country,  and  con- 
vinced that  rigid  frugality  is  now  indifpenfably 
necefTary  in  everjr  department  of  the  State, 
your  petitioners  obierve  with  grief,  that 
notwithflanding   the  calamities  and  impo- 

6  veriflbed 
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verifiiecl  condition  of  the  nation,  much  piibh'c 
mdney  has  been  improvidently  fquanJered, 
and  that  many  individuals  enjoy  finecure 
places,  efficient  places- with  exorbitant  emo- 
luments, and  penfions  unmerited  by  public 
fervice,  to  a  large  and  Hill  encrcafing  amount  i 
whence  the  Crown  has  acquired  a  great 
unconftitutional  influence,  which,  if  not 
checked,  may  foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties 
of  this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving  that  the  true 
cndof  every  legitimate  government  is  not  the 
emolument  of  ANY  INDIVID  UAL,  butthe  wel- 
fare of  the  commmunity ;  and  confidering  that 
by  theconftitution  of  this  realm.,  the  national 
purfe  is  intruded  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  the 
cuftody  of  this  Honourable  Houfe;  beg  leave 
further    to   reprefent     that    until    effedual 
meafures  b(;   taken  to   redrefs  the  oppreffive 
grievances   herein   ftated,    the  grant   of  an 
additional  fum  of  public  money,  beyond  the 
produce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  rights  and  property  of  the  people, 
and  derogatory  from  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  Parliament. 

Your  petitioneis  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  this  Honourable  Houfe,  do 
moft  earneftly  requefl,  that  before  any  new 
burthens  are  laid  upon  this  country,  effedlual 
meafures  may  be  taken  by  this  Houfe  to  en- 
quire into  and  corred  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 

expenditure, 
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expenditure  of  public  money;  to  reduce  all 
exorbitant  emoluments;  to  refcind  and 
abolifli  all  (inecure  places  and  unmerited  pen- 
fions ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to  the 
necefFities  of  the  State  in  fuch  manner  as  to 
the  wildom  of  Parliament  (hall  feem  meet. 
And  your  petitioners  fliall  ever  pray,  <5c'c. 

After  which  the  following  refoiutions  ivere 
propoled,  and  alfo  unanimoufly  afjreed  to 

I  ft.  Refolved,  that  the  petition  now  read 
to  this  meeting,  .ddreiTed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  and  requefting  that  before  any  new 
burtaens  be  laid  upon  the  country,  effedual 
meaiuies  may  be  taken  by  that  Houfe  to 
enqune  mto  and  corred:  the  grofs  abufes  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  :  to  reduce 
all  exorbitant  emoluments;  to  refcind  and 
abolidi  all  fmecure  places  and  unmerited 
pensions ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  State,  is  approved  bv 
the  meeting.  .  ^ 

Q.d.  Refolved,  that  a  committee  of  fixty- 
one  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  carry  on  the 
ne-eirary  correfpondence  for  effedually  pro- 
motmg  the  objedl  of  the  petition,  and  to 
prepare  a  plan  oi^  an  alTociation  on  legal  and 
conftitutional  grounds,  tofupport  the  laudable 
reform,  and  fuch  other  meafures  as  may 
conduce  to  rcftore  the  freedom  of  Parliament. 
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The  following  gentlemen  Gompofed  (he 
Committee: 

Sir.  G.  Armitage,    Mr.  Chaloner,  Sir  R. 
Hildyard,   Mr.  Morrit.    Rev.  Mr.  Zouch, 
Sir.  J.  NorclifFe,  Mr.  Strickland  of  Boynton, 
Dean  of  Ripon,  Mr.  J.  S.   Smith,  Mr.  P. 
Milnes,   Mr.  Croft,    Mr.   Bell,   Rev.  Mr. 
Wyvil,  Mr.  Hill,  Gen.  Hale,  Mr.  Smith  of 
Heath,  Rev.  Mr.  Mafon.  Mr.  Tooker,  Mr. 
H.    Duncombe,   Mr.   H.   Thompfon,  Mr. 
Croft,  jun.   Mr.   Duncombe,  Mr.  Dalton, 
Mr.   Strickland  of    Beverley,'  Sir  William 
Milner,   Mr.    Hawkfvvorth,    Mr.  Withers, 
Rev.  Mr.  Robinfon,  Mr.  Foljambe,  Major 
Ferrand,    Mr.   Farrer,  Mr.  James  Milnee, 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Jackfon,  Rev.  F.  Dodfworth,  Mr.  Cradock, 
Mr.  Carver,  Rev.  Mr.   Michell,   Sir  Watts 
Horton,  Mr.   C.   St.   Quintin,  Dr.  Dring, 
Rev.  J.  Robinfon,  Mr.  P.  Wentworth,  Mr. 
S.  A.  Ward,   Rev.    Mr.   Cayley,  Dean  of 
York,  Rev.  Mr.  Bourn,  Rev.  Mr.  Comber, 
Mr.   Marriott,    Mr.    G.  Ellley,  Mr.  Pool, 
Alderman  Carr,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Thornton, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dealtry,  jun.  Mr.  F.  Smyth,  Rev. 
Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Baynes,  jun.  Mr.  Garforth, 
and  Mr.  Hildyard. 

The  above  meeting  was  the  moft  numerous 
and  refpedlable  ever  known  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  fince  the  Revolution. 
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Cafe  of  hot^n  Holland, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Holland  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  (Samuel  Turner)  0/ London. 
'With  his  Lordjhip's  Anfwer  thereto. 

To  the  Right  Honourahk  the  Lwd  Mayor, 

MY  LORD, 

IN  a  petition  prefented  hy  your  Lordfhip  it 
IS  mentioned  as  a  grievance— /^^^^  ofpunijh^ 
ing.jonferfing  honours  on  a  Pay-majier,  the 
public  defaulter  of  unaccounted  millions,  I 
am  told  that  I  am  the  pay^-mafter  here  cen. 
lured:  May  I  beg  to  know  of  your  Lordfhip 
It  It  IS  fo?  If  it  is,  lam  fure  Mr.  Beckford 
muft  have  been  againfl  it,  betaufe  he  knows, 
and  could  have  fhewn  your  Lordfhip  in  wri- 
ting, the  utter  falfehood  of  what  is  there  in- 
finuated. 

r  ^jv^^^   ^^^   *^^    honour  to  know  your 
Lordfhip,    fo  I  cannot    tell  what  you  may 
have  heard  to  induce  you  to  carry  to  our  So- 
vereign a  complaint  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature. 
Your  Lordfhip  by  your  fpeech  made  to 
the    King  at    delivering   the  petition,    has 
adopted  the  contents  of  it|  and  I  don*t  know 
ot  whom  to  enquire  but   of  your  Lordfhip  . 
concerning  this  injury  done  to  an  innocent 
man,  who  am  by  this  means  (if  I  am  the 
VOL.  ni.  Cc  perfon 
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perfon  meant)  hung  out  as  an  objedl  of  public 
hatred  and  referitment. 

You  have  too  much  honour  and  jullice  not 
wtatell  me  whether  I  am  the  perfpn  meant, 
and  if  I  am,  the  grounds  upon  which  I  am 
thus  charged,  that  I  may  vindicate  myfelf, 
which  truth  will  enable  me  to  do  to  tlie  con- 
vi(H;ion  of  the  bittereft  enemy  ;  and  therefore 
I  may  boldly  fay,  to  your  Lord(hip*s  entire 
fatisfadlion,  whom  I  certainly  have,  never 
offended, 

lam,  with  the  greateft  refpecH:, 
My  Lord, 
^  Your  Lordfhip's  trtoft  obedient, 

'       •  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

HMan^-Houfe    Kenfington,       ^QLlANt). 
July  <),  1769. 

.     ThelaOi^diM.'a.yothAnfwer, 

^  Th'e^  Lord  JVIaybr  prefents  his  compli- 
ments Vo  Lord   Holfaiid,    and  in  anfvv^er  to 
^the  honour  of  liis   Lordfhip's  letter' delivered 
io  hirh  by  Mr.  Selwyn,   he  begs  leave  to  fay 
tnat  he  had  no  concern  in  drawing  up  the 
"petition  from  tlie  Livery  of  'London  to  his 
liiajefty  y  tliat  lie  looks  on  himfelf  only  as 
^the  carrier,,  together  Vith  other  gentlemen 
'charged  by  ihe   Livery  with  the  delivery  of 
^it;    that  Tie  does  hot,  nor  ever  did,   hold 
hinifelf  accountable  for  the  contents  of  it, 
^^nd  is  a  ftranger  tr  the  nature  of  the  fup- 
"pofed  charge  againft  his  Lordlhip. 

IvlafiJUn'Houfe y  July  10,   1769.  trom 
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Prom  the  Gazutteer,  7^/^^  17,  1769.    ' 

sseaasaasa 

We   have    authority   to  give  the  public  the 
JoUowtng  authentic  copy  of  a  letter,  received. 
■'  yejterday  by  a  Liverymdk  of  London  : 

••  .DE4R  SIR,         FonthJ//,  July  15.  vj(>(^, 

1  AM  as  much  furprized  as  you  feem  to 

Vr^Jv  ^^*"^  "^y  "^"^^^  ^"^  papers  in  my 
pofTeflion,  appealed  to  by  a  Noble  Lord. 
You  and  my  friends  in  the  cjty  think  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  vindicate  (as  they  are 
fleafed  to  exprefs  themfelves)  my  honour 
and  charaaer,  which  is  called  in  queftion  - 
The  only  proper  fatisfadion  in  my  power  tp 
give  you,  and  my  other  friends,  is,  to  relate 
plam  matters  of  faa,  to  the  beft  of  mv 
recolledion.  ^ 

"In  the  laft  f^effions  of  Parliament,  on  a 
gueftion  of  revenue,  (as  far  as  my  memory 
ferves.)  I  did  declare  to  the  Houfe,  that  the 
public  revenue  had  been  fquandered  away, 
and  that  the  money  of  the  nation  had  not 
teen  regularly  audited  and  accounted  for; 
that  in  the  department  of  thePay-Office,  I  had 
heen  informed,  there  were  upwards  of  forty 
Tnillions  not  properly  accounted  for.  That 
the  Officers  of  the  King's  Exchequer  were 
bound  m  duty  to  fee  juftice  done  tp  the  public, 
i  hat  procefs  had  iffued  out  of  the  Court  of 
iixchequer,  and   that  all  proceeding's  for  a 

^  ^  ^  certain 
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certain  time,  had  been  fufpended  by  the 
King's  figrt  manual.  1  then  did  declare  that 
it  was  an  high  offence  for  any  minifter  to 
advife  the  King  to  flop  the  courfe  of  public 
jiiftice,  without  ailigning  a  very  good  reafon 
for  fuch  his  advice. — 1  deiired  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury,  who  fat  oppofite  to  me,  to  fet  me 
right  if  my  information  was  not  well  founded; 
but  not  a  (ingle  word  was  uttered  in  anfwer, 
by  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  adminiflration. 

**  After  fomc  days  had  elapfed,  I  met  my 
friend  Mr.  Woodhoufe  in  Weftminfter-hall  ; 
he  told  me,  I  had  been  mi  fin  formed  as  to 
what  I  had  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  and  that,  if  I  would  give  him 
leave,  he  would  fend  me  a  paper  from  a 
Noble  Lord,  which  would  convince  me  of  my 
miftake. — The  paper  alluded  to  is  in  London, 
I,  therefore,  cannot  fpeak  of  the  contents 
•with  accuracy  and  precifion  j  but  this  I 
recolledt,  that  tlie  perufal  of  the  papers  did 
7iot  convince  me,  that  all  I  had  heard  was  flilfe. 
It  was  a  private  paper,  and  I  do  not  recolledb 
having  mewn  it  to  more  than  a  fmgle  perfon. 
I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Woodhoufe  has  a  copy 
of  the  paper  by  him,  and  hope  he  will  fubmit 
the  contents  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  in 
vindication  of  an  innocent  man . 

••  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  ever  faithful 
**  And  affedionate  humble  fervant, 
WILL.  BECKFORD.'^ 
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From  the  fume,  July  19,  1769. 


iVJUCH  having  been  faid  upon  the  rubje(ft 
of  a  Paymafter's  accounts,  it  is  fit  that  matter 
ihould  be  imderfloodj  and  the  public  may- 
be afllired  that  the  following  detail  is  true. 

When  there  is  an  account  to  be  taken  of 

any  debt  or  debts  ,xlue  to  the  Crown,  a  writ 

of  Diftringas  ad  Comtutandtm  ifTues,  ex  officio, 

out  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.    In  obedience 

to  this  procefs,  the  Sheriff,  where  there  is  a 

liquidated  balance,   returns  a  fhilling  in  the 

pound;  but,    where  there  is  no  liquidated 

balance,  the  SheriiF  returns  what  are  called 

Jffues,  generally,   and  thefe  ilTues  are  more 

or  lefs,  according  to  the  quantum  of  the  debt 

or  demand.     To  come  now  to  the  cafe  of  a 

late  Paymailer.  A  Dijlringas  ad  Computandum 

tvas'iflued  againft  him,  direded  to  the  Sheriffs 

of  London.     There  being  no  account  fettled, 

or  balance  liquidated,  the  Sheriffs  could  only 

return  IJfues,  and  they  returned  againil  the 

fame   Paymafter,    iffues    to  the  amount  of 

loool.     Thefe  iffues   were,  in  the  regular 

courfc,   carried,  by  the  proper  officer,  from 

the  Exchequer  into  the  P//(?-office. 

A  warrant  afterwards  came  from  the 
Treafury  to  flop  thefe  iffues.  The  iffues 
were  taken  back  from  the  Pipe-oflice, 
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•I-  r    ^''nsfg"".  Jufyw,  1769, 

1.0RD  HOLLAND  feeing  in  your  paper  a 
-  h^  from  Mr.  Beckford  to  I  Li^rynfan.  of 
im  15.  1769.  and  Mr.  Wb6dhoufe  being  at 
&pii  in  Germany,  fends  you  an  authentic 
copy  _of  the  paper,  which  he  fent  by  Mr, 

Z^Yf-  '*,J!^'-  B-^J'fo"!  ••  he  h^pes  th^ 
perufalof  it  ^yiIl  convince  the  reader  that  all 

u  n***:.f*'^"  *'■"  *'«.  Aat  fome  of  Lor4 
Hollands  accounts  were  then  before  the 
auditor;  and  there  are  two  years'  accounts 
lince  lodged  there;      ■  ^ 

He  will  fee  that  Lord  Holiand^s  atcoVihtS 
(volun.H,oUs  and  difficult  beyond  exampleV 
have  not  been  kept  Mck  from  inclinatiftn,  but 
JSdSdTors        °'  '^gerthan  thofe  of  his 

He  will /fee  :-(Shd  is  delired  to  bbferve 
pa«ioal»Iy)  that  favings,  fo  far  from  re, 
niainmg  all  w  LM  Hoflahd's  hands,  had 
been -given  in  and  voted  in  aid  of  the  public 
fervice  to  the  ampUnt  of  9:0,541!!  Tnd 
43»533i-,i9s-  7*-  (upon  feme  regimerftal  and. 
other  accounts,  being  adjufted  this  laft  Winter) 
liave  been  lince  paid  and  vbted. 

He 
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•  H^  wm  rcad  in  it,  that  Lo^-d  ^iolland 
dqfired  to  be  flic\yn  jibw  he  could  prpceed 
f^Jlef  th^n  lie  did.  linp9Q^dy  has  ftiew'n,  or 
ca^  ()iew  hpvy  tliaf  might  hav*^  ^een,  or  niay 
be  done,  does  he  defi^rve  eithe|r  p,uni(hment 
or  cepfiire  I  And  ^lad  he  not  a  right  toihpk 
himfplt  fure  that  lylr/ B^ckfgj-d  mjiij  "have 
be^nagaini(^  fhj  anicle  in  tfip  petition  f^lating 
to  him,  bec^ule  Mr.  Bcckford kri^^^^ 
have  Jhewn  tha  Lord  Mayor  in  wntmir.  the 
utt,?r  faUehooa  of  w pat,  is  then  vmnuated^  .-  \ 
f^prd  jioJIapd  prints  ^fie  memoffal  ^xqmined 
by  the  Trearury ,  and  the  fign '  manuaj  it 
obtained;  itopping  procefs  (not  ar^oiiritsi 
|br  fi:?:  fponths,  whf,ch  f|eith?r  d^^,  hprccjuld 
fufpend  Of  delay  the  pay^aflerV^cpownts  aii 
hour.  o  '  '  • -» .  ;    ^ 

f  HpLjL^NDi;'^ 


Obfervations  on,  the  Accounts    of  the   Pay- 

mafter  General.  . 

. , .    ■  .  ,  ^    ,    '■■ 

Why  were  Lord  Holland's  Accounts  as 

Paymafter  General, y^*/*  the  years  1757,  175S. 

and  1759,  not  delivered  to. the  Auditprs^  before 

the  year  i'j6^}  ,  •  .  y 

Anfwer;  r 

The   Paymafter   General's   officers   being 

beft   acquainted    with   army  accoui;its,    are 

employed  in  making  up  the  account  of  the 

preceding 
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preceding  Paymafter.  The  accounts  of  th<^ 
Earls  of  Chatham,  Darlington,  and  Kin- 
noul,  and  Mr.  Potter,  were  made  up  by 
them,  and  regularly,  and  in  due  courle 
delivered  to  the  auditors. 

Great  as  the  army  and  its  expences  were, 
during  the  laft  war,  beyond  all  former 
example,  difperfed  in  all  quarters  of  the 
world;  and  difficult,  as  it  evidently  muft 
hav6  been,  to  keep  the  accounts  in  any 
tolerable  order;  it  'will  be  found  upon 
examination,  that  the  accounts  of  Lord 
Holland,  as  Paymafter  General,  are  not . 
further  back  than  thofe  of  his  predeceflbrs, 
arid  that  his  Lord(hip*s  accounts  are  not  kept 
back,  as  has  been  fuggefled,  from  inclination, 
but  neceffity. 

The  late  Mr.  Winnington's  accounts,  for 
two  years  and  a  half,  from  December  1743, 
to  the  14th  of  June  1746,  were  declared  the 
1 5th  of  May  1 760.  The  Earl  of  Chatham's 
accounts,  for  nine  years  and  a  half,  from 
the  2^th  of  June  1746  to  the  24th  of 
December  1755,  are  not  yet  declared.  The 
Earls  of  Darlington  and  Kinnoul,  for  the 
year  1756,  and  Earl  of  Kinnoul's  and  Mr. 
Fotter's,  for  fix  months,  to  the  24th  of  June 
1757,  are  now  before  the  auditors.  The 
accounts  of  Lord  Holland,  for  the  years 
1 757*  1758,  and  1759;  likewife  the  accounts 
of  his  deputies,   attending  the  army  in  Ger^ 

many^ 
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many,  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of 
the  late  war,  are  alfo  before  the  auditors  for 
their  examination;  and  his  Lordfliip's  account 
for  the  year  1760,  is  almoft  ready  to  be 
delivered  to  them. 

From  the  nature  and  extenfion  of  army 
accounts,  it  is  moft  evident,  to  thofe  that  are 
beft  acquainted  with  them,  that  it  is  tedious 
and    difficult     to     bring     even     regimental 
accounts  to  a  final  adjuftment ;  other  parts 
of  the  accounts  are  ihore  fo.     Lord  Holland 
in  the  courfe  of  the  years  1759,   1760,   1761, 
1763,  1763,  and  1764,  has  paid  to  regiments 
and   independant   companies,  320,391!.  9s/ 
I  id.  5  whofe  accounts  are  at  this  time,  unad- 
jufted,  for  vj^ant  of  proper  authorities;  and 
till  thofe  authorities  are  obtained,  the  auditor 
will  not  allow  one  fhilling  of  faid  fum,  in 
his    Lordfhip's    accounts:    to  obtain   thofe 
authorities,  his  Lordfhip  has  often  repeated 
his  felicitations . 

m^f  is  the  Balance  of  Cajh  in  Lord 
Holland's  hands» 

Anfwer. 
The  meaning  of  this  queftion  can  be  no 
other  than.  What  are  the  favings  in  Lord 
Holland's  hands?  Or,  in  other  words.  How 
much  has  the  expence,  in  any  cafe,  fallen 
Ihort  pf  the  fum  voted  ? 
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\s  to  the  favmgs: — So  far  as  the  pay- 
ofhce  has  heen  abit  to  ftate  the  arpy  accounts, 
thev  have  heen  given  into  parliament. 

From  irrvices  that, haye  fallen  fhort  of  the 
fums  voted;  and  ^or  monies  paid  in  by  th^ 
army  accomptants,  I  Lord  Holland  directed 
accounts  ta  be  made  up  and  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commpnsi  and  accordingly  (out 
of  thefe  favings  in  Lord  Holland's  hands) 
parliament  from  time  to  time  availed  itfelf  of 
thefoliowing  fums,  viz. 
,  -■'■•";    /■  .'7?  ■■■  .-      f.  A.  ,      s.     d. 

Voted  in  aid  of  extr^ordi- , 

narics,  t»- Pee.  24, 1763,  a39»966     i     4 
-Voted  in. the  year  1764,   in  ....:.■ 
•  aid  of  Gccman  claims      i'70,9C3j6  .  1     8 
Voted  in 'the  year  1765,  in  i    •  f  -- 

aid  of  ditto  fervite,     v      251,74©     2     7 
Voted  in  the  year  1766,  in 
1;  aid  of  extra  IJervices ,.  -        60,638.   %    lO 
Voted  in  the  year  1767,  in 

aid  of  extraordinaries,  and 

other  fer vices       r       -        171,571    13     3 
Voted  in  the  year  1768,  in 

aidof  fupply       -      -         i5»7^2  15     7 
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His  Lordfhip  could  by  no  other  means 
afoertain  and  give  into  parliament  the  favings 
^'■'A  "he  votes  for  the  army,  but  by  the  tina] 
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adjudment  of  army  accounts ;  what  further 
favings  may  be,  is  very  uncertain,  as  they 
cannot  be-  known  before  the  fervices  are 
abfolutely  determineJ  and  clofed. 

His  Lordfhip  is  very  foiry  to  fay  it,  That 
in  the  years  1759.  1760,  1761.  1763.  176^, 
and  1764,  there  are  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix 
regiments  and  companies,  now  (landing 
open  and  unadjufted,  for  want  of  authorities  i 
and  in  his  ledgers  there  are  accounts  to  a 
much'  greater  extent,  as  the  pay  of  ftaff, 
gfficers,  &c.  Sec, 

It    may  be  feen   here,    that  thougfi  Mr. 
Wmnmgton  '  died    in  April   1746,   and  his 
executor,   Mr    Ingram,  ufed  all  poflibl  •  in- 
duflry  to  clofe  his  accounts,  they  couIg  not 
he  clofed  till    176Q;   fourteen   years.      The 
Earl  of  Chatham   went    out   in    December 
^JSSi  yet  his  accounts  were  not  clofed  'ill 
1768;  thirteen  years.  The  Earl  of  Kinnou  *s 
are  not  clofed  yet,  and   he  has  been  out  of 
office  eleven  years.     Lord  Holland  has  beti 
out  three  years  and  a  half;  Where  is  the  won- 
der his  aTe  not  clofed  ? 

If  thofe  who  complain,  will  fhew  Lord 
Holland  how  he  can  proceed  falter  than  he 
does,  he  will  be  very  much  obliged  to  them. 
Let  it  be  obferved.  that  he  has  before  the 
^uditors,  already,  accounts  for  more  years  than 
Mr.  Wmtiington  or  I,ord  Kinnoul  had  to 
gccount  for. 

Memorial 
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Memorial /or  Lord  Holland  to  have  longer 
time  to  make  up  his  accounts^  as  late  Pay^ 
majlcr  General* 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  LORDSHIPS, 

Jt  BEG  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfhips  that 
a  procefs  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffs  of 
Middlefex,  againil  me,  to  account  to  his 
Majefly  for  the  monies  intriifted  to  me,  as 
Pa)/ mailer  General  of  his  Majefty's  forces. 

I  mofl  himibly  apprehend,  that  the  regular 
ordinary  courfeof  accounting  in  the  Exchequer, 
was  calculated  (when  eflabliftied)  for  tranf- 
atflions  at  home,  which  are  eaiily  and  readily 
to  be  colIed:ed,  and  made  up  at  Ihprt  periods 
of  time. 

The  accounts  of  the  army,  when  employed 
abroad  particularly,  muft  unavoidably  be 
much  in  arrear,  from  the  nature  of  the  fer- 
vice.  The  army  payments  are  necefTarily  in 
arrear;  and  articles,  from  accidents  inevitable, 
are  obliged  often  to  remain  open  a  very  long 
time  before  they  can  finally  be  clofed. 

The  accounts  of  the  lafl  war  are  volumi- 
nous and  difficult  beyond  example.  The 
great  variety  of  operations,  and  the  very  great 
diftance  of  the  troops,  made,  and  mufl  make, 
the  correfpondence,  and  adjufling  thofe  ac- 
counts, with  the  paymaflers  and  accountants 
attending  them,  very  flow  and  tedious :  Thefe 

therefore. 
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therefore,  will  require  longer  time  to  make 
up,  both  from  their  bulk  and  difficulty. 

Duiing  the  courfe  of  a  war,  the  troops 
conftantly  changing  and  moving,  and  the 
fervice  in  the  utmoft  hurry,  it  cannot  then  be 
done  with  the  order  and  regularity  abfolutely 
necenary.  ' 

Since  the  war  the  utmoft  diligence  has  been 
iifed  m  them.  The  great  intricate  article  of 
foreign expence,  (viz.  the  German,)  has  been 
got  together  for  the  whole  time,  (which,  after 
the  former  war,  was  feveral  years  about); 
and  one  year  and  an  halPs  General  Account 
IS  now  made  out,  and  ready  to  be  laid  before 
the  auditors;  the  reft  will  regularly  be  laid 
before  them,  as  faft  as  it  is  well  poffible  to 
make  them  up.  Though  I  have  been  two 
years  out  of  employment,  the  payments  for 
my  time  are  not  yet  compleated. 

I  therefore  pray  your  Lordfliips  will  be 
pleafed  to  obtain  his  Majefty's  warrant,  grant- 
ing me  longer  time  for  making  up  my  ac- 
counts as  Paymafter  General  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  J  • 

Which  is,  &c. 

Pay-O^ce,    Horfe-Guard^, 
Ju7ie,  2stb,  1767. 


HOLLAND. 


'r! 


ii^ 


■'ii  i 


?1 


King^s 


i\ 


M  \ 


J9^  APPENDIX. 

King's  IVarrafit,     Stay  qfProcefs  agahtfl 

Lord  Holland  ^r/.v  months^ 

(COPY.) 

GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  Our  Right  Trufty  and  Well, 
beloved  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  hath,  by  the  an- 
nexed Memt  rial  reprefented,  that  from  feveral 
unavoidable  caufes  and  difficulties  he  hath  been 
prevented  making  up  his  acccmpts,  as  late 
Paymafter  General  of  Our  forces:  And  we 
having  taken  the  faid  matter  into  our  Royal 
confideration,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  him  a  farther  time  for  making  up  of  his 
faid  accompts.  Our  will  and  pleafure  there- 
fore is,  and  We  do  hereby  dired,  authorize, 
and  require  you  to  caufe  all  procefs  againft 
the  faid  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  for  his  ac- 
compts, as  late  Paymafter  General  of  Our 
forces,  to  be  flayed,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  fix  months,  computed  from  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof.  And  for  fa  doing  this  Ihall 
be  your  warrant,  Given  at  Our  Court  at  St. 
James*s,  the  eighth  day  of  July,  1767,  in 
the  feventh  year  of  Our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty's  Command, 
GRAFTON, 
C.  I'OWNSHEND., 
THO.  TOWNSHEND. 
To  Our  Rfght  rriifty  and  WelL 

beloved  Samuel^  LordMarJham^ 

Our    Remembrancer    in    Our 

Court  of  Exchequer,  Mr. 


Mr.  B  u  R  K  li  *s  S/^irdu-s  at  Bristol. 


Ihijlof,  Odloh(^r  1 8 ,  r  774. 
lie  following  is   Mr,  Byrke's  Sfxrch  fa  fbc 
Eldlors  of  Brijhl,  from  the  Ihfjlifigs, 

*  CRNTLKMEN, 

1  am  come  hitlier  to  folicit  in  perfon,  tliat 
favour  which  my  friends  have  hitherto  cn~ 
deavourcd  to  procure  for  me,  hy  the  moft 
obliging,  and  to  me  the  moft  'honourable 
exertions. 

*  I  have  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  great 
truH  which  you  have  to  confer  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  by  long  experience,  fo  juft  a  diffi- 
ilcnce  in  my  abih'ties,  to  fill  it  iii  a  manner 
adequate  even  to  my  own  ideas,  that  I  fliould 
never  jitiye  ventured  of  myfelf  to  intrude  into 
that  awful  fituation.  But  flnce  I  am  called 
upon  by  tlie  derireoffcveralrefpedable  fellow 
fubjeds,  as  I  have  done  at  other  times,  I  give 
lip  my  fears  to  their  wifhes.  Whatever  my 
other  deficiencies  my  be,  I  do  not  know 
what  it  js  to  be  wanting. to  my  Friends. 

*  I  am   not    fond   of  attempting  to  raifc 
public  expedation    by   great  prom ifes.     At 
this  time  there  is  much    caufe   to  confider 
and  very  little  to  prefume.     We  feem  to  be 
approaching  to  a  great  crifis  in  our  affairs, 

'    •      which 
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which  calls  for  the  whole  wifdom  of  tliC 
wifeft  among  us,  without  being  able  toiiTut-e 
ourfelves,  that  any  wifdom  can  preferve  us 
from  many  and  great  inconveiiiencies.     You 

.  •  kn6w  I  fpeak  of  our  unhappy  conteft  with 
America.  I  confefs  it  is  a  mftttelr  bii  which 
I  look  down  as  from  a  precipice*  It  is  dif* 
ficult  in  itfelf,  and  it  is  rendered  more  intri- 
cate by  a  great  variety  of  plans  of  condudt. 
I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  them.  I  will 
not  fufped:  a  want  of  good  intention  in 
framing  them.  But  however  pure  the  inten- 
tions of  their  authors  may  have  been.  We 
all  know  that  the  event  has  been  Unfortti- 
nate.  The  means  of  recovering  our  affairs 
are  not  obvious.     So  many   great  queftions 

df  commerce,  of  finance,  of  cohftitution, 
and  of  policy,  are  involved  in  this  American 
deliberation,  that  I  dare  engage  for  nothing, 
but  that  I  fhall  give  it,  without  any  predi- 
ledlion  to  former  opinions,  or  any  finiiler 
bias  whatfoever,  the  honeft  and  impartial 
confideration  of  which  I  am  capable.  The 
public  has  a  full  right  to  it;  and  this  great 
city,  a  main  pillar  in  the  commercial  inte- 
teft  of  Great  Britain,  rauft  totter  on  its  bafe 
by  the  llightefl  miftake,  with  regard  to  our 
American  meafures.  Thus  much  however, 
I  think  it  not  amifs  to  lay  before  you :  That  I 
am  not,  I  hope,  apt  to  take  up  or  lay  down 
my  opinions  lightly.     I  have  held,  and  ever 
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fliall  maintain  to  the  befl:  of  my  power,  un- 
impaired  and  undiminSfhed,  thejuft,   wife 
and  neceflkry    conflitutional    fuperiority   of 
Great  Britain.     This  is  neceflkry  for  Ame- 
rica, as   well  as  for  us.*    I  never  mean   to 
depart  from  it.   Whatever  may  be  loft  by  it, 
I   avow    it.     The  forfeiture    even  of  your 
favour,  if  by  fuch  a  declaration  I  could  for- 
feit it,  though  the  firft  objedt  of  my  ambition, 
never  will  make  me  difguife  my  fentiments 
on  this  fubje(5l. 

*  But  I  have  ever  had  a  clear  opinion,  and 
have  ever  held  a  conftant  correfpondent  con- 
dud:,  that  this  fuperiority  is  coniiftent  with 
all  the  libenies  a  fober  and  fpirited  Ameri- 
can  ought  to  defire.  I  never  mean  to  put 
any  colonift,  or  any  human  creature,  in  a 
fituation,  not  becoming  a  free-man.  To 
reconcile  Britifli  fuperiority  with  American 
liberty  (hall  be  my  great  objed,  as  far  as 
my  little  faculties  extend.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  both,  even  yet,  may  not  be 
preferved. 

*  When  I  firft  devoted  my felf  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  I  confidered  how  I  ftiould  render 
myfelf  fit  forit;  and  this  I  did  by  endea- 
vouring to  difcover  what  it  was,  t|iat  gave 
this  country  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  world  ■; 
I  found  that  our  profperity  and  dignity  arofe 
principally,  if  not  folely,  from  two  fources; 
our  conftitution  and  commerce.  Both  thefe 
I  have  fpared  no  fludy  to  upderfl^nd,  and 
to  endeavour  to  fupport. 
VOL.  iH.  Di?  •  The 
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•  The  diftingiiifliing  part  of  our  confli- 
tiition  is  its  liberty.  To  preferve  that  liberty 
inviolate  feems  the  particular  duty  and  proper 
truft  of  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
But  the  liberty,  the  only  liberty  I  mean,  is  a 
liberty  conneded  with' order:  that  not  only 
exifts  along  with  order  and  virtue,  but  which 
cannot  exilt  at  all  without  them.  It  inheres 
in  good  fteady  government,  as  in  its  fubilance 
and  vital  principle. 

The   other  fource   of  our  power  is  com- 
i-nerce,  of  which  you  are  fo  large  a  part,  and 
V'hich  cannot  exift,  no  more  than  your  li- 
berty, without  a  connedion  with  many  vir- 
tues.    It  has  ever  been  a  very  particular  and 
a  very  favourite  objea  of  my   fludy   in    its 
Principles,  and  in  its  details.    I  think  many 
here  are  acquainted  with  the  truth  of  what  I 
fliy.     This  J  know,,  that  I  have  ever  had  my 
houfe  open,    and  my  poor  fervices  ready  for 
traders  and  manufadurers  of  every  denomi- 
nation.    My  favourite  ambition  is  to  have 
thofe  fervices  acknowledged.     I  now  appear 
before  you  to  make  trial,  whether  my  earned 
endeavours  have  been  fo  wholly  opprelTed  by 
the  weaknefs  of  my  abilities,  as  to  be  rendered 
infignificant  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  trading 
city  J   or  whether  you  chufe  to  give  a  weight* 
to  humble  abilities,  for  the  fake  of  the  honell 
exertions  with  which  they  are  accompanied. 
This  is  my  trial  to-day.     My  induflry  is  not 
Oil  trial ;  of  my  induftry  I  am  fure,  as  far  as 
my  conuitutioii  of  mind  and  body  admitted. 

•  3  .  .       •  Wher; 


APPENDIX, 


A^S 


*  When  I  was  invited  by  many  rcfpedable 
merchants,     freeholders,     and     freemen    of 
.     this  city,  to  offer  them  my  fervices,  I  had 
jult  received  the  honour  of  an  ele^ion    at 
another  place,  at  a  very  great  diftance  from 
this.       I  immediately  opened  the  matter  to 
thole  of  my  worthy  conftitiients,  who  were 
with  me,  and  they  unanimoufly  advifed   me 
not  to  decline  it;   that  they  had  eleded  me 
with  a  view  to  the  public  fervice;  and  that 
as  great  queflions  relative  to  our  commerce 
and  colonies   were  imminent,    that  in  fuch 
matters  I  might  derive  authority  and  fupport 
trom  the  reprefentation   of  this  great  com- 
mercmlcity;  they  defired   me  therefore  to 
iet  off  without  delay,  very  well  perfuaded 
that  I  never  could  forget  my  obligations  to 
them,   or  to  my  friends  for  the  choice  they 
had  made  of  me.    From  that  time   to   this 
inftant  I  have  not  flept,   and  if  I  fhould  have 
the  honour  of  being  freely  chofen   by  you 
J.  hope  I  fhall  be  as  far  from  flumbering  or 
iieeping  when  your   fervice  requires  me  to 
be  awake,   as  I  have  been  in  coming  to  offer 
myfelf  a  candidate  for  your  favour.  * 

To  the  Gentlemen,    Clergy,    Freeholders  and 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  BriJloL 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  HUMBLY  requeft  your  acceptance  of 
my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  the  high,  honour 

I  have 
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I  have  this  day  received,  in  being  eledted 
one  of  your  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament. 

Whatever  advantage  my  public  chara<Ster 
may  derive  from  the  weight  of  fo  refpedable 
a  reprefentation,  you  may  be  aflured,  fhall 
be  employed  in  promoting  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  the  true  interefts  of  thofe  from 
whom  it  is  derived.  I  hope,  that,  by  your 
frequent  advice  and  feafonable  afliftance,  I 
imay  be  enabled  to  execute  the  great  truft 
you  have  repofed  in  me,  in  a  manner  in  fome 
degree  equal  to  its  importance  and  your 
wHhes. 

To  my  particular  friends  I  owe  the  iincereft 
affection ;  to  this  city  the  moft  inviolable 
duty ;  to  the  Sheriffs,  who  prefided,  my  f\iU 
teftimony,  that  they  have  conducted  them- 
felves,  through  the  whole  of  this  long 
election,  with  the  moft  liberal  impartiality  ; 
with  all  the  dignity  of  magiftrates;  with 
all  the  poiitenefs  of  gentlemen. 

It  is  natural,  that  an  obJ€<5t,  fo  important 
as  the  honour  of  reprefenting  this  great  city, 
IHould  not  be  abandoned  without  reluftance. 
The  Gentleman,  who  has  been  unfuccefsful 
in  his  purfuit,  threatens  a  petition.  I  fub- 
mit,  with  great  chearfulnefs,  ray  preteniions, 
and,  what  are  more  important,  your  rights, 
to  the  committee  of  elecflion ;  the  cleareft 
caufe  to  the  juftefl:  tribunal.  That  tribunal, 
I  am  confident,  will  never  authorife  an 
attempt  to  render,  contrary  to  the  clear  and 
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cxprefs  law  of  the  land,  the  original,  inhe^ 
i:ent,   corporate  rights   of  thofe  entitled    to 
freedom  in  this  -great  city,  dependent,   for 
their  valid  exercife.  on  the  occaiional  pleafiire 
of  a  Minifter,  by  dating  their  efre<5t  from 
the  iffuing  of  the  writ.    The  time  for  iffuing 
the  writ   is   entirely   in  the   power  of   the 
Minifter;    and   he    may  communicate    his 
intentions    to  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  whom 
he  is  inclined  to  favour;    and  upon  this  new 
dodirine  enable  them,  and  difable  all  others, 
from  takingadvantage  of  the  right  of  freedom! 
No  care  of  mine  (hall  be  wanting  to  fup- 
port  the  rights  even  of  thofe  freemen  whom 
the  gentleman  who  threatens  a  petition,   was 
the  firft  to  produce  and  encourage,  and  when 
they  can  no  longer  ferve  his  purpofe,  now 
endeavours  to  disfranchife  by  a  retrofpee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highefl 
veneration,  efteem,  and  gratitude.  Gentlemen, 
your  moft  obedient,  and  ever  obliged  humble 
fervant, 
Brijlol,  Nov.  3,  1774.  EDMUND  BURKE. 

To  the   Gentlemen,  Clergy,   Freeholders,  anct 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  BriJloL 

GENTLEMEN, 

MY  general  condud  in  Parliament,  and 

my  humble   endeavours  to   ferve  the   city, 

and  the  citizens  of  Briftol  in  their  particular 

affairs,  having  been  honoured  by  the  unani- 

4  rnous 
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mous  approbation  of  a  very  large  and  very 
refpedable  meeting  at  the  Guildhall  this 
day  ;  in  conformity  with  the  defire  of  that 
meeting,  and  under  the  fan6lion  of  their 
weighty  authority,  I  beg  leave  to  renew  to 
you  my  humble  folicitation  for  your  votes 
at  this  eleiflion,  and  the  favour  of  yoUr 
early  appearance  at  the  poll  on  Friday  next; 
and  if  I  have  the  honour  of  being  again 
chofen  to  reprefent  you,  I  truft  that  I  (hall  not 
fhew  myfelf  lefs  deferving  of  your  favour  than 
formerly,  or  lefs  fincerely  grateful  for  k,  u 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mofl 
perfed:  refped:  and  elh^^m,  Gentlemen,  yoin: 
moft  obedient  and  moft  obliged  fer van t, 

BriJloUSept.d,  1780.  EDMUND  BURKE. 


Mr.  Burke  made  the  fiUowing  fpeech  on  the 
bifjiings  at  Brijiol  when  he  declified  the  poll;, 


«f 


GENTLEMEN, 


♦*  I  DECLINE  the  eledion.  It  has 
ever  been  my  rule  through  life,  to  obferve 
a  proportion  between  my  efforts  and  my 
objeds.  I  have  never  been  remarkable  for 
a  bold,  adive,  and  fanguine  purfuit  of  advan- 
tages that  are  perfonal  to  myfelf, 

**  I  have  not  canvaffed  the  whole  of  this 
city  in  form.  But  I  have  taken  fuch  a  view 
of  it,  as  fatisfies  my  own  mind,  that  your 
choice  will  not  ultimately   fall  upon   me. 

Your 
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Your  city,  gentlemen,  is  in  a  {[,\tQ  of  mife- 
rablc  diftraaion:   and  I  am  refolved  to  with- 
draw   vv-liatevcr  fliare  my    pretenfions   may 
iiave  had  m  its  unhappy  divifions.     I  have 
not  been  m  hafte';  I  have  tried  all  prudent 
means;   I  have  waited  for  the  effed  of  all 
contingencies.     If  I  were  fond  of  a  conteft 
by   the  partiality   of   my  numerous   friends 
(whom    ye   know   to    be  among  the  mofl 
^velghty  and  refpedable  people  of  the  city) 
1    have   the  means  of  a  fliarp  one    in    mv 
hands.      But    I  thought   it  far  better,   with 
my  flrength    unfpent,   and    my    reputation 
iinimpaired,  to  do,  early  and  from  forefight, 
that  which  I  might  be  obliged  to  do  from 
neceffity  at  laH:. 

''  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  furprized,    nor  in 
the   leaft   angry   at  this  view  of  things.     I 
have  read  the  book  of  life  for  a  longtime 
and  I  have  read  other  books  a  little.   Nothinj^ 
has  happened  to  me  but  what  has  happened  to 
men  much  better  than  me,  and  in  times  and  in 
nations  full  as  good  as  the  age  and  country, 
that  we  live  in.     To  fay  that  I  am  no  way 
concerned     would  be  neither  decent  nor  true, 
ihe  reprefentation  of  Briftol  was  an  obfedl 
oil  many  accounts  dear  to  me;  and  I  certainly 
fliould  very  far  prefer  it  to  any  other  in  the 
kingdom.     My  habits  are  made%o  it;    audit 
IS  m  general  more  unpleafant  to  be  rejeded 
atter  long  trial,  than  not  to  be  chofen  at  all   ' 
But,  gentlemen,  I  will  {-e  nothing  except 

your     ' 


u 
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your  former  kindnefs,  and  I  will  give  way  to 
no  other  fentiments  than  thofe  of  gratitude. 
From  the  bottom  of  my  heart  I  thank  you  for 
■what  you  have  done  for  me.  You  have  given 
me  a  long  term,  which  is  now  expired.  I  have 
performed  the  conditions,  and  enjoyed  all  the 
profits  to  the  full ;  and  I  now  furrender  your 
eftate  into  your  hands,  without  being,  in  a 
fingle  tile,  or  a  fingle  flone,  impaired  or 
wafted  by  my  ufe.  I  have  ferved  the  public 
for  fifteen  years.  I  have  ferved  you  in 
particular  for  fix.  What  is  pafled  is  well 
ftored.  It  is  fafe  and  out  of  the  power  of 
fortune.  What  is  to  come  is  in  wifer  hands 
than  ours  ;  and  he,  in  whofe  hands  it  is,  heft 
knows  whether  it  is  beft  for  you  and  me,  that 
I  fliould  be  in  Parliament,  or  even  in  the 
world. 

**  Gentlemen,  the  melancholy  event  of 
yefterday  reads  to  us  an  awful  lefTon  againft 
being  too  much  troubled  about  any  of  the 
objects  of  ordinary  ambition.  The  worthy 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Combe,)  who  has  been 
fnatched  from  us  at  the  moment  of  the  election, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  conteft,  whilft  his 
defires  were  as  warm,  and  his  hopes  as  eager 
as  ours,  has  feelingly  told  us,  what  (hadows 
we  are,  and  what  (hadows  we  purfue, 

**  It  has  been  ufual  for  a  candidate  who 
declines,  to  take  his  leave  by  a  letter  to  the 
Sheriffs  ;  but  I  received  your  truft  in  the  face 
of  day ,  and  in  the  face  of  day  I  accept  your 

aaminion. 
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difmiirion.  I  ain  not — I  am  ngt  at  all  a/hamed 
to  look  upon  you  :  nor  can  mv  prefence 
difcompofe  the  order  of  bufinels  here.  I 
humbhr  and  refpeift fully  take  n^y  leave  of  the 
Sheriffs,  the  candidates,  and  the  eledors, 
wifhing  heartily  that  the  choice  may  be  for 
the  beft,  at  a  time  which  calls,  if  ever  time 
did  call,  for  fervice  that  is  not  nominal.  It  is 
no  plaything  you  are  about.  I  tremble  when 
I  confider  the  truft  I  have  prefumed  tp  afk. 
I  confided  perhaps  too  miich  in  my  intentions. 
They  were  really  fair  and  upright ;  and  I  am 
bold  to  fay,  that  I  afk  no  ill  thing  for  you, 
when,  on  parting  from  this  place,  J  pray^, 
that  whoevef  you  choofe  to  fucceed  me,  may 
refemble  me  exa<5lly  in  all  things,  except  in 
my  abilities  to  ferve,  and  my  fortune  to 
pleafe  you." 

To  the  Gentlemfn^   Clergy,    Freeholders,    and 
Freemen  of  the  City  of  BrlJipL 

GENTLEMEN,  Brjjloly  Sept,  <),    I780. 

A  VERY  large  and  moft  refpedtable  meeting 
of  the  principal  citizens  of  Briflol  did,  by  an 
unanimous  vote,  authorife  me  to  offer  myfelf 
once  more  to  your  fervice.  My  deference  to 
that  authority  was  my  fole  motive  for  giving 
you  one  moment's  trouble.  On  my  Qanvafs, 
fo  far  as  it  has  proceeded,  I  found  that  my 
pretenfions  were  well  received,  and  even  with 
a  degree  of  warmth  in  many  o(  the  electors. 

VOL.  III.  E  E  But 
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•But  on  a  caJm  and  very  deliberate  view  of  the 
ftate  of  the  city,  I  am  convinced  that- no  other 
confequ«ndfc  can  be  reafonably  expeded  from 
-my  continuing  a  candidate,  than  a  long 
vexatious,  and  expenfive  conteft,  ConfcicHil* 
that  no  difference  between  my  fervice  and 
that  of  any  other  man,  can  be  worth  the 
mdonveniencies  of  fuch  a  ftruggle,  I  dec^ii^e 
the  eledlion.  v  p. 

I  return  you  my  heft  thanks  for  having  at 
•any  time,  or  for  any  period,  condefcended  to 
thmk  of  me  for  your  reprefentative.     l  have 
done  my  duty  towards  you,   and:  towards  the 
nation^  as  became  me.     You  difpofe  of  the 
future   truft  (as  you   have  a   right  t6   do) 
accdrdmgto  yoiu  difcretion.     We  have  no 
caufe  of  coniplaint  on  either  fide.     By  being 
returned  into  the^mafs  of  private  citizens,  my 
burthens  are  leffened,  my  fatisfadions  are  not 
deftroyed.   There  are  duties  to  be  performed', 
and   there   are   comforts   to   be   enjoyed   iii 
obfcurity,  for  which  I   am  not  v^ithoyt  a 
difpofition  and  relifh.     I  am   fuye  there  is 
nothmg  in  the  retrofped  of  my  public  conduct, 
>vhich  is  likely  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
thaf  fituation,  to  which  you  reftore  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmod: 
P°^^^b^«  refpea,  gentlemen,  your  mucd 
obliged,  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

EDMUND  BURKE, 

■l^       ■        *\F  I  N  I  S.  '   '       '  .    ■    " 


,>1 


